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'Negro protests were bound to come to Wyoming someday' ~~~ 
~· 

LARAMIE continued 

Hathaway a s k e d the suspended 
players: "Will you play Saturday 
without the armbands?" The 14 an-
swered in unison: "No." 

Joe Williams said the players 
changed their minds about wearing 
the armbands on the field "because 
Eaton had refused to meet with us." 

Both Carlson and Willie Black 
point out that by this time every-
one was tired and irritable and tem-
pers were becoming frayed. 

Hathaway said later, "Several of 
the students also stated they would 
not play football again for the Uni-
versity of Wyoming if Lloyd Eaton 
remained as coach." 

Carlson and Hathaway returned 
to the board room and told the 
trustees what had happened. At 3:30 
a.m. the trustees agreed they "saw 
no reason to overrule the coaches' 
decision" to drop the Black mem-
bers off the team. 
cThe news services were informed 

of the decision. Suddenly the Uni-
versity of Wyoming was receiving 
more national attention than when 
its team played in the 1968 Sugar 
Bowl. 

One fact remained: Wyoming and 
BYU were scheduled to play that 
Saturday afternoon at 1:30 p.m., a 
mere 10 hours after the trustees 
made their decision. What would 
happen to the Cowboy team stripped 
of 14 players? 

Before the Cowboys took to the 
field, Coach Eaton conducted what 
o.ne of his aides described as "an 
ordinary, pre-game procedure, mak-
ing no mention of the situation." 
Wyoming, to the surprise of most 
fans, won easily, 40 to 7 to preserve 
its undefeated season and high na-
tional ranking. In the crowd of near-
ly 15,000 were the 14 dismissed ath-
letes, sitting together in the front 
rows of the east stands. 

Sentiment on the c a m p u s ap-
parently hadn't had time to crys-
talize. Before the game, soine 35 
pickets, both Black and White, 
marched peacefully outside the sta-
dium in protest against BYU poli-
cies. 

Two weeks earlier, in Tempe, 
Ariz., about 150 p i c k et s had 
gathered outside Arizona State's 
football stadium before its game 
with BYU. There had been protests 
at other BYU athletic events, too, 
including the spring of 1968, when 
Black track athletes from Universi-
ty of Texas-El Paso refused to com-
pete in a meet with BYU. Last Feb. 
27 about 100 Black and White stu-
dents circled the playing floor be-
fore a basketball game between 
New Mexico and BYU at Albuquer-
que, N.M. There had been no pro-
test, however, a few days later when 
BYU played Wyoming in a basket-
ball game in Laramie. 

Joe Williams (left) and Willie Hysaw, two dismissed players, 
said, "We didn't wear the armbands to test (Coar:h) Eaton." 

Just before that basketball game, 
Eaton, in the relaxed atmosphere of 
his home, had told me that Negro 
protests "are bound to come to 
Wyoming, someday." Now, in Lara-
mie again for this story, I reminded 
Eaton of that prediction and asked 
why he had made it. 

"First of all, this is going to hap-
pen in every school sooner or later 
and because it is, it was bound to 
happen here,'' he said. "Second, 
several newspaper articles and na-
tional magazines-I don't remem-
ber their names-have waved the 
rag before the bull by reporting that 
things like this haven't happened at 
little Wyoming in Laramie. 

"I'm positive this protest was a 
setup. Why? Because some influen-
tial Negro leaders told us that it was 
planned last summer in New York. 
The Western Athletic Conference 
was picked because BYU was a 
member. And the University of 
Wyoming seemed a likely spot be-
cause of our rule forbidding players 
to participate in demonstrations and 
because of a coach who would stick 
to his guns." 

Eaton declines to name the Negro 
leaders who warned him. 

Willie Black of the BSA and two 
of the 14 dismissed Negro players I 
was able to talk to strongly deny the 
confrontation was planned. 

Black came to Wyoming the fall 
of 1968 as a teaching assistant in 
the math department, for a stipend 
of $3,500 a year, and to work on his 
Ph.d. in math. He and his wife, Es-
tella M., and their four children, 
aged 13 to 7, live in married-student 
housing on the campus. As Black 
sat in the BSA office in the Student 
Union a week ago Tuesday, he told 
of his early childhood in his native 

Monroe, La. His mother "made 
about $3 a week cleaning house for 
White folks." His father worked in 
a sawmill, "making a little bit 
more, maybe $25 to $30." After his 
parents 'separated, he joined his 
mother, who had remarried, in De-
troit. She died when he was 17 and 
he moved to Chicago. 

It was at this point in the inter-
view that Black asked me and 
George Crouter, Empire's photog-
rapher for our press credentials. 
"You got something?" he asked, 
ho 1 din g out his hands. "Maybe 
you're government agents?" We 
showed him our identification. He 
seemed satisfied and we continued 
the interview. He said he received 
his B.S. degree in math in 1959 from 
Illinois Institute of Technology and 
then taught at the all-Black Engle-
wood High School in southside Chi-
cago until 1967, when he received 
his M.S. degree in math from Chi-
cago State College. He then taught 
a year at Grambling College before 
coming to Wyoming. 

Black said he respected the LDS 
Church but "a particular practice 
of the church is a personal affront 
to me." Asked when the idea to pro-
test the BYU game first came to 
him, he answered: "It wasn't my 
idea; it was an idea of the Black 
Student Alliance here, and it wasn't 
imposed by any other university, by 
something outside." 

Asked why there was no protest 
at the BYU-W yo ming basketball 
game in Laramie last March 1, or 
at any previous athletic events be-
tween the two schools, he replied: 
"The BSA wasn't formally recog-
nized as a campus organization un-
til last April. I'd say the idea to pro-
test the football game came about 

a week before. There's been a gen-
eral feeling, individually, among the 
Blacks here, about particular re-
ligious views of the LDS church. 
The protest was a mild one. We 
didn't blockade the doorways (to 
the stadium), or boycott the game." 

As I continued my questioning, 
Black suddenly stood up and said: 
"This interview is concluded. I'm 
con v inc e d you're government 
agents who are going to twist my 
answers and say I was planted." 

Black left, but we met him about 
15 minutes later in the office of the 
BSA's faculty sponsor, Prof. Roger 
Daniels, a White history teacher. 
This time Black told us: "Go ahead 
and finish the interview." He made 
two additional points: "The LDS 
church, eventually, will have a rev-
elation and this practice of theirs 
will be discontinued" and "Eaton 
misunderstood the intensity of the 
Black athletes, the depth of their 
feelings about this practice (of the 
LDS church)." 

Two of the dismissed players, Joe 
Williams and Willie Hysaw, the next 
day echoed Willie Black's senti-
ments. "This feeling about a reli-
gious view of the LDS church has 
been developing among Blacks over 
a period of time," Hysaw said. 

"Wh a t lfappened was a s e 1 f-
awareness, each Black man stand-
ing up for what he believes," Wil-
liams said. "This is something any 
individual has a right to feel. We 
wanted to express our feelings-we 
began thinking about it the week of 
the BYU game-in some way, but 
we weren't sure of what type of pro-
test to make." 

Hysaw said: "As Black students, 
we attended BSA meetings. We 
knew of the BSA letter, but our pro-
test was an individual thing, some-
thing we all felt. There were no 
pressures. One freshman p 1 ayer 
(the only Black on the freshman 
team) said he came here to get an 
education and play football, and 
that he didn't want to participate in 
the protest. We told him, 'That's 
fine with us.' " 

Ironically, the record shows that 
the University of Wyoming had 
made efforts to help minority stu-
dents resolve their problems. At 4 
p.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 15, the day 
of the moratorium, the new 1 y 
formed Special Services Committee 
met to discuss minority problems. 
On the committee were representa-
tives of the administration, faculty 
and students, including Blacks, In-
dians and Mexican-Americans. 

"Its purpose," explained Presi-
dent Carlson, "is to get involved be-
fore any problems erupt." Hoke 
MacMillan, president of the Associ-
ated Students, presided. 

Each minority representative, in-

Nov. 2, 1969 • EMPIRE MAGAZINE 



Welcome home for 
'Black 14' may heal 

some old wounds 
In a world where the unimaginable keeps happening -

from the demolition of the Berlin Wall and the collapse of the 
Soviet Union to Israeli and PLO leaders coming together for 
peace - what happened at the University of Wyoming 
campus last Saturday isn't earthshaking. But in this little 
corner of the globe, it was an impressive symbol of our ability 

~ to put aside old hostilities and make a fresh start. 
'g-. , The university welcomed home members of the "Black 14," 
-: players who had been kicked off the football squad in 1969 
~ because they planned to join a protest against BYU and the 

Mormon Church. 
~ Nothing can undo the harm caused by this ugly incident -JS not to the players, to the football program or the university's 
E reputation. But even if it came 24 years too late to repair that 

1-damage, the fact UW has officially apologized is encouraging. 
No doubt bitterness remains, but there is also the sense that 
some old wounds are beginning to heal. 

Hopefully UW's action will give us perspective on how far 
racial relations have advanced in Wyoming in the intervening 

~ years, and measure the distance we still have to go to 
- guarantee everyone is treated fairly. 
~ In 1969, black students at the University of Wyoming were vJ just beginning to become a political force. The newly 

organized Black Student Alliance felt the need to protest the g--policies of the Mormon Church, which prohibited blacks from 
- entering the priesthood. 
E The black members ofUW's highly successful football team, 
0 which had gone to the Sugar Bowl the year before, met 
~privately and decided to join the protest. They planned to ask 
-=> Coach Lloyd Eaton for permission to wear black armbands 
~ during the game against BYU in Laramie, but instead of 
~ listening he summoned them to the fieldhouse, chewed them 

- out and kicked them off the team. 
The decision put Wyoming in the spotlight of a civil rights 

story that earned national attention and embarrassment. Life 
at the university was never quite the same aft.er that, 
especially for those directly involved in the confrontation: the 
players' hopes of college football glory and promising pro 
careers were snuffed out, the football team was damaged 
beyond repair and Eaton was soon looking for a new job. 

Four ex-players and the parents of a deceased member of 
the Black 14 attended the Laramie reunion. The memories 
they shared were far from pleasant, including threats they 
encountered while viewing the BYU game from the stands 
and the horrific sight of the Confederate flag on the campus. 
But there was also talk of the sense of closure Saturday's 
event brought to the participants. 

The most hopeful statement came from Mel Hamilton, who 
said, "I feel like I'm a Wyoming alumni, and (the reception) 
helps me to accept that fact, and to shout it from the rooftops 
when the university reached out their hands this way. " 

The shameful treatment of the Black 14 will never be 
forgotten by another player, Lionel Grimes, but he's also 
grateful the incident gave him an opportunity to stand up for 

r what he believed. He also thinks "the struggles that we went 
through are helping others now." 

Indeed, in recent years the UW administration has shown a 
commitment to end all forms of racial discrimination on 
campus and a sensitivity to listen to the problems 
encountered by minorities. A black student in Laramie today 
does not have to worry about suspension for exercising his 
freedom of speech and right to protest. 

Still, there are bridges to be crossed. Far from mellowing 
over the years, Coach Eaton stubbornly defended his action 
when he returned to address the Cheyenne Quarterback Club 
last year.No matter how much the current administration of 
the university tries to smooth over the hurt feelings, nothing 
would mean as much to the former players as a simple · 
apology from a man who has had the last 24 years to realize 
he was wrong. 



Negro Athletes Out for Failure to Abide by Athletic Department Rules 
By PETE FETSCO 

Amid a contemporary sea of 
collegiate unrest and even vio-
lence, the University of Wyo-
ming has long maintained a rep-
utation for quiet and stability. 
with most of its appearance in 
headlines coming from the ex-
ploits of lits football team. 

This weekend the UW football 
team - or rather a portion of 
the team-again catapulted the 
University of Wyoming into na-
tional prominence, but not for 
any achievements in the grid 
arena. 

Shortly after 9:30 a.m. Fri-
day, 14 black members of the 
Cowboy squad startled Laramie, 
then the state and finally the 
nation with the announcement 
that tihey had been dismissed 
from the squad by head coach 
Lloyd Eaton. 

Some 18 hour later - at ap-
proximately 3:30 a.m. Saturday. 
the University of Wyoming 
hoard of trustees confirmed of-
ficially that the 14 had, indeed, 
been dismissed from the squad, 
and that Eaton's action was su.'-
tained and approved by t h e 
board. 

That 18 hours was a time vf 
confusion, rumor and confused 
rumor, but wa' marked mo·t 
prominently by four decisions -
one of them dating back seve!·-
al years. 

That first deci ion wa- made 
by Eaton, and heard often bv 
service and athletic group~ 
throughout Laramie and th e 
tate. , ro UW football player. 

stated Eaton many times, could 
be a competent student, an ex-
cellent athlete and still devote 
himself to such actions as po-
litical and social movements. 
Hence, no matter what a squad 
member's convictions, he w6uld 
not be allowed to actively dem-

onstrate or protest in any ca11se. 
This rule applied to all squad 
members. 

The second decision was made 
at some recent time by the 14 
black members of the univer-
sity squad. They appeared in 
Eaton's office Friday morning 
wearing black armbands. 

The b1ack armbands signified 
a protest against Brigham 
Young University and the LDS 
(Mormon) Church for its racial 
attitudes. The protest was ini-
tiated by the Black Students Al-
liance at the university. 

The UW coaching ctaff, ac-
cordng to Glenn Jacoby, uni-
versity athletic director was 
aware of the planned demon-
stration against BYU and knew 
what the armbands signif..ed. 
The 14 athletes were accord-
ingly told not w wear tile arm-
bands and not to actively sup-
port those who joined in the pro-
test. 

But at about 9:30 a.m Fri-
day, the 14 black athlete> ap-
peared in Eaton's office in the 
fieldhouse - wearing b 1 a c k 
armbands. 

Eaton made a third decision 
- as of Friday morning, the 
14 black athletes were n<> long-
er to wear the uniform of Cow-
boy football players. Their ap-
pearance in a body and ·vear-
ing the armbands was, to Eat-
on, a definite violation of a 
coach ·s rule and a breach of 
di cipline. 

Tl.e fourth decision was the 
result of nearly eight late-night 
hours of deliberation by the 
board of trustees. Around the 
university, the buck tops with 
the board - the ''hot" decisions 
and the challenges which sur-
pass the realm of the adminis-
trator are made bv he board 
of trustees. -

The board met the challenge 
by listening - to the UW coach-
ing staff - by talking, by lis-
tening some more - to the 14 
hlach athletes - by talking 
some more, and by deciding. 

Their deliberations drew the 
president of the university -
Dr. William Carlson - almost 
the entire athletic staff, and 
even the head of the state, Gov-
ernor Stanley Hathaway, who 
came to Laramie late Friday 
night to add his voice and his 
thoughts t-0 the decision. 

The alternatives were stagger-
ing. To reinstate the black ath-
letes could very possibly have 
resulted in the loss of one of 
the finest coaching staffs of the 
nation. 

1Perhaps more importantly, to 
rule in favor of the black ath-
letes could have made the uni-
versity a political tool - to al-
low a relative handful of UW 
students to dictate to perhaps 
millions of Americans what 
their religion should be, and how 
it should be practiced. 

On the other hand, the board 
had to consider the import of 
a growing struggle - that of a 
race to achieve equality. The 
board acknowledged the recog-
nition that "the black student 
has a deep involvement in cur-
rent issues." 

But after nearly eight hours. 
the board also recognized that 
''The matter of team discipline 
is delegated to the coaching 
staff. The action of the ath-
letes in wearing black arm 
bands to the fieldhouse Friday 
morning as a protect to the LDS 
Church has been considered by 
coach Lloyd Eaton as a definite 
vio1ation of a coaches' rule and 
a breach of discipline." 

Thus the board summarized 
eight hours into a page-and-a-

half statement which led off as 
follows: 

"Fourteen black athletes have 
been dismissed £rom the Univer-
sity of Wyoming 1football team 
and will oot play in today's 
game or any during the balance 
of the season. 

"The dismissals result :from 
a violation of a football coach-
ing staff rule Friday morning. 

"Formal announcement of the 
action came at 3: 15 a.m. Sat-
urday after an all-night meet-
ing during which trustees met 
with the athletesi and members 
of the UW coaching staff." 

The board ·added that ihe ath-
letic scholarships of the stu-
dents will continue tlhrough the 
current semester. Each case 
will be reViiewed on an individ-
ual basis for scholarships and 
the opportunity of working for 
board, room and fees. 

The announcement was re-
ceived by several members of 
the news media from Wyoming, 
Utah and Colorado, and mem-
bers of the Black Students Al-
liance, who received the news 
with bitter disappointment. 

Earlier in the day, the black 
athletes expressed extreme dis-
approval with Eaton's actions 
during the incident. 

Although disclaiming the ti-
tle, tri-captain Joe Williams was 
often singled out as a spokes-
man for the 14. 

"We just wanted to discus 
this in an intelligent manner," 
said Williams. "We wanted to 
play tllis game no matter what. 
We hadn't even decided to ask 
permission to wear the arm 
bands during the game. We're 
black, and we feel that just by 
walking onto the field, that con-
stitutes a black band. If only 
he (Eaton) had listened." 

Other members of the group 

labeled Eat.on 1as ''racisf', and 
charged ith.e UW coach with 
maintaining a double standard 
for white and black squad mem-
ibers. 

Jerry Berry, starting defen-
sive back, said "As soon as we 
went into his office, Eaton said 
he could sa:ve us a lot of words. 
He told us we had made our 
bid, and from now on we were 
off the team. All we heard 95 
per cent of !Jhe trme was 'Shut 
up.' We didn't even get a chance 
to explain our ipU11pose to him." 

VW Athletic Director Glenn J. 
Jacoby said Friday "The 14 
players were told not to partic-
ipate in the Black Students Al-
liance protest against BYU. 
They came to the fieldhouse 
Friday morning wearing bhe 
black arm bands in direct de-
fiance of the football coaching 
maff and, therefore, were dis-
missed from t:he team. 

"Ample notice was given to 
all members of the football 
·team regarding rules and reg-
ulations of the squad, some of 
which cover a ban on 1participa-
tion in student demonstrations 
of any kind," Jacoby continued. 

"It is unfofltunate this hap-
pened, but an open defiance of 
a coaching staff cannot be tol-
erated." 

Even during its great trial, 
the. U_niversity of Wyoming 
maintained an overall quietness. 
Classes continued and there was 
no violent confrontation. 

But even in the stillness of 
an early fall morning, univer-
sity officials and observers knew 
bhat a beginning had been 
marked at the University of 
Wyoming. 

"The university recognizes," 
was the official word of lhe 
board, "that the black student 
has a deep involvement that 

may result tin actions or a new 
nature." 

"Nobody here thinks this is 
the end," siaid a member of the 
UW staff as !he headed for a 
few hours sleep before begin-
ning a new day. 

And a university 'J)Oliceman, 
watching a grim bunch of Black 
Students Alliance members dis-
appear into the early morning 
darkness, summed it up simp-
ly - "We haven'1t heard the 
1'ast of this." 

The tm.iversity heard the first 
retort ear1y Sa·turdaiy morning 
when ithe UW student senate in 
emergency meeting backed the 
black athletes, ithe Black Stu-
dents Alliance and apparently 
set itself at odds with the coach-
ing staff, the board of trustees 
and Governor Hath·away. 

The senate eJC})ressed "shock 
at the oallous, insensitive treat-
ment afforded 14 black athletes 
who acted on a matter of con-
science with restl'aint, w i t h 

moderation and with responsi-
bility. 

"The initial decision by coach 
Eaton and ithe subsequent sanc-
tion by the board of trustees 
demonstrates an inability lo 
evaluate reasonable action with 
balance." 

The senate charged Eaton lo 
hold an open forum with the 
14 allhletes to discuss tl1e mat-
ter. II the forum does not OC· 
SEE : NEGRO ATHLFTES-

( Cont. on Page 11, Col. 7) 

DEMONSTRATORS MARCH outside War 
Memorial Stadium Saturday afternoon before 
the University of Wyoming football game with 

Brigham Youn9 Universify. They protested the 
Mormon religion for its policies toward Neg-
roes. (Boomerang photo by Stoesz ) 
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·' 



NO DEFEATS, LOADS OF TROUBLE 

When Coach Lloyd Eaton of Wyoming's unbeaten football team suspended his 14 black players after a ·bitter 

dispute he started a controversy that has aroused passions throughout the state by PAT PUTNAM 

Oh. it \1as a beautiful hon'.e2oming. 
The \1eather was as pretty as the 

queen. cool and crisp. and nobody mind-
ed a little 11ind. As people scrolled from 
the stadium Ja:,,r Saturday they laughed 
and talked about ho11 their unbeaten 
Wyoming had jusr manhandled San Jose 
Scare 16-7. 11 hich made it hard to gee 
up a real working anger against those 
14 black athletes Coach Lloyd Eaton 
thre11 off the team t110 11eeks ago. Coach 
Eaton had sho11 n chose protesters he 

could'' in without them. Good riddance. 
and ne1er mind a lot of talk about civil 
rights. because this is Wyoming, and out 
h~rc ''e do things our way. Like Coach 
Eaton told chose athletes: Boys, if you 
don·r like rhe 11ay we run things around 
here then you better go play at Gram-
bling or Morgan State. Yes sir, and 
11asn't thar victory over San Jose Stare 
just glorious? 

"Yes. it 11as a glorious 1.ictory," said 
Bill \\·arerman, smiling thinly, "and now 

we shall see about the rest." Waterman 
is an NAACP lawyer out of Detroit, a 
short, rather round. quiet-spoken man, 
and he arrived in Laramie, Wyo. last 
week with the belief that the rights of a 
student should not be limited just be-
cause he is an athlete. His first move 
will be to seek an injunction against the 
University of Wyoming in federal court 
this week. "Firs! we want to get tt-.e play-
ers reinstated," he said. '"Then we'll go 
from there .. , 

Eaton abruptly dropped the 14 black 
athletes from the team on Oct. 17, af-
ter, he says, they took part in a dem-
onstration against M~rmon racial pol-
icies, which exclude Negroes from the 
priesthood of the Mormon Church. Wy-
oming was t0 play Brigham Young Uni-
versity, which is run by the Mormons, 
the following afternoon. Eaton insists 
that his players act as individuals and 
not as factions, which he feels splits the 
team, and he became incensed when the 
Negro players appeared before him that 
morning as a group. "They came in to-
gether and they came wearing black a rm-
bands," he said. "It was simply a mat-
ter of discipline. Black or white, it didn't 
matter to me. They broke the rule and 
1 told them they were no longer mem-
bers of the team." 

All his life Eaton has lived by the 
rules. He is a stern disciplinarian who 
can neither understand nor forgive a 
breakdown in team unity. As a boy he 
had to help his father scratch a living 
from a tiny ranch in the Black Hills of 
South Dakora. D..iring the Depression 
he worked his way through college by 
sweeping floors for 25c an hour. No-
body gave him anything. Nothing came 
easy for him and he feels that nothing 
should come easy for those who play 
under him. Until now his iron disci-
pline has worked and worked well. The 
last three years Wyoming has been the 
Western Athletic Conference champion; 
this year it has won six games, leads the 

Wyoming blacks, seeking a way of protest, 

say they just went to Eaton with a request. 
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nation in rushing defense and is ranked 
16th. Next to two national parks, foot-
ball-University of Wyoming football-
is about the biggest thing in the state. 
And so. at the uni,·crsity, Eacon has per-
haps more inlluence than Dr. William 
D. Carlson. the president. He certainly 
is more popular than Stanley K. Hath-
away, 1he governor. And now he is con-
vinced that he is the target of a Black 
Power plot. 

"We'\'e played Brigham Young for 
m:iny years.'' Eacon said one day last 
week . "Why haven't we had a demon-
stration before'? And we·ve had Negro 
players here since 1960. rll tell you why. 
This is the first year the Black Student 
Alliance has been on campus. Now 
they're organized and ready to act. The 
WAC was picked because of Brigham 
Young. And we were picked as the trig-
ger because of our rule against dem-
onstrations. It all fits.'' 

"The whole problem is that no one 
understands us." said Joe Williams, the 
Wyoming tailback and one of the team's 
three captains before he became one of 
the exiled 14. "If Eaton had, none of 
this would have happened. H:is story of 
a racial plot is ridiculous. Wt Knew about 
the rule against protest and we went to 
him on that Friday morning only to see 
if we couldn't work something out. We 
felt \'ery deeply about this, but we just 
wanted to talk tO him. We wanted to 
see if we could wear black armba nds in 
the game. or black socks, or black X 's 
on our helmets. And if he had said no 
we had already agreed that we would 
be willing to protest with nothing but 
o ur black skins .'' 

Both sides agree they met first in Ea-
ton's office and that the coach took them 
into the field house. There they stop 
agreeing. Eaton claims he listened to 
them for 10 minutes and 1hen told them 
that they were out. 

"Like hell he gave us 10 minutes." 
said Williams. "He came in, snee1Ld at 
us and yelled that we were off the squad. 
He said our very presence defied him. 
He said he has had some good eee-
gro boys. Ju t like that.'' 

"Then he said it was stupid for us to 
be orotesting against a faith and a re-
lig:0:. none of us knew about," said Wil-
lie Hysaw. an ex-receiver. "Talk about 
stupid! Do you know that Ted Wil-

But Eaton contends they knew his rule : play-

ers may only act singly, not as a faction. 

Iiams [another of the 14] is a Mormon?" 
When University President Carlson 

learned of the dismissals, he called the 
governor, who drove over from Chey-
enne in a snowstorm. A board of trust-
ees meeting was called hastily, and 18 
hours later, early Saturday morning, the 
trustees announced that they were back-
ing Eaton all the way. 

Across the state support for Eacon 
poured in. The cowboy element was an-
gry. When se en members of the fac-
ulty said they would resign unless the 
14 were reinstated, the Touchdown Club 
in Casper said it was raising money to 
get the seven out of the state. The stu-
dent senate came out in favor of a hear-
ing on the issue-which caused the rest 
of the students to call for an impeach-
ment of the senate. A faculty-student 
ad hoc committee was formed to in-
vestigate, and then was never heard from 
again. The school paper came out for 
the 14, and then Phil White, the editor, 
resigned. Carlson called a press confer-
ence, was backed into admitting, un-
intentionally, that at Wyoming football 
came first and civil rights second. When 
he realized what he had said. the press 
conference was over. One member of 
the state legislature said that if Eaton 
backed down, there would be trouble 
with the university budget next year. Ea-
ton wasn't about tO back down. 

Meanwhile. at San Jose State the team 
voted to wear multicolored armbands 
against Wyoming in support or the 14, 
and groups at other WAC schools de-
manded that Wyoming be dropped from 
their schedules. 

"It's building," said Bill Waterman. 

"All across the country. Building and 
building. This will be a new day for the 
college athlete, both black and white." 

At Wyoming the Black Student Al-
liance said it would set up picket lines 
at the San Jose game. Governor Hath-
away said he was ready to call out the 

ational Guard. E\eryone was in a pan-
ic. The university. in an official letter. 
which Waterman has. said it understood 
on good authority that 2,000 Black Pan-
thers were headed for Laramie. "That"s 
not only a lie:· said Waterman, "it"s 
criminal." 

On Saturday, an hour before the game, 
Vernon Breazeale, the chief of the Lar-
amie police force, watched as an or-
derly group of 134 pickets circled 200 
feet from the stadium gate. "One thing 
I want these kids to understand," Breaz-
eale said "is that we are here to pro-
tect them, not to fight with them. Their 
fight is with the university, not with us. 
All the football players on the football 
team are good kids, both the black and 
white ones. Real gentlemen. I remember 
another coach we had here. He used to 
bring in ex-convicts to play. Real hood-
lums. Always drunk, always in trouble. 
We used to club them over the head 
until the blood ran down the side of 
their mouths. I'm glad these kids today 
are different." 

He watched as a black girl silently car-
ried a sign that said: "Something is hap-
pening here, but you don't understand 
what it is, do you?" 

"I guess that sign says it all," some-
one said. 

"Yeah, I guess so," said Chief Breaz-
eale. END 



PILFERED PASS: Brent Engleright, linebacker ( 45) romps home with a 
stolen Cougar pass as the Cowboys of Wyoming pasted BYU 40-7 in Me-
morial Field Saturday afternoon. Cowboy Tom Gorman of Guernsey is num-
ber 61 in the dark jersey. Nu nber 50 for BYU is Mel Olson of Afton, Wyo-
ming, Cougar center. Mike Weinkauf is 61 and George Gruber is 69 for the 
white-jersey Cougars. Below is the line rush which resulted in the pass 
of Marc Lyons' being deflected into the air for Engleright. (Photos by 
Owen Frank) 

UW Student Senate 

LARAMIE, Wyo. (UPI)-The 
University of Wyoming student 
senate said in a resolution Sat-
urday it was shocked "at the 
callous, insensitve treatment" 
given 14 Negro athletes kicked 
off the football team. 

The senate, by a 15 - 3 vote 
with seven members absent, 
said it would freeze the funds 
it contributes to the athletic fund 
unless coach Lloyd Eaton met 
with the blacks to discuss 
"'their rights as individuals and 
also their reinstatement'' to the 
team. 

Student senator Dan Furlong 
said each student pays $7.50 per 
semester for athletics - about 
$60,000 per semester for the stu-
dent body. However, approval 
to freeze the funds would have 
to be granted by the board of 
trustees. 

The board met until 3:30 a.m. 
~DT Saturday before uphold 
ing Eaton in the action. A 
spokesman said the students 
were di missed for wearing 
black armbands in pro t est 
again t Brigham Young Univer-
sity, Saturday's opponent. 

"In pursuing it course of ac-
tion, th student senate testifies 
to its belief that the actions of 

coach Eaton and the board of 
trustees were not only uncom-
promising but unjust and total-
ly wrong." 

The senate said Eaton would 
be required to "hold an open 
forum with the 14 black ath-
letes to discuss the matters 
concerning their rights as indi-
viduals and also their reinstate-
ment to the University of Wy<>-
ming football team." 

"If this does not occur then: 
A. The senate funds allocated 
to the athletic department will 
be frozen; B. There will be 
further actions taken for the re-
mo val of the theories and indi-
viduals which are responsible for 
the unfortunate situation." 

I don't mind my friends flying off to 
vacatio11s in sunny and warmer climes 
while I tay here and work. If only I didn't 
have to look at the slides later. 
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Black 14: Wyoming's major civil rights case ' 

by Robert Roten 
Boom rang Statt Wnter 

A re ent do umentary video has 
revived memories from almost 30 
yems ago of Wyoming's most fa-
mous civil rights case. 

"The Black 14" is not just a 
football tory. It was the most im-
portant civil rights battle in the his-
tory of Wyoming. 

A planned protest by 14 black 
football players in 1969 eventually 
resulted in the "firing" of the play-
ers. the downfall of a popular foot-
ball coach, years of severe damage 
to a once-mighty football program. 
It was a heavy price to pay for a 
few ounces of black cloth. 

'I he 54-minute video was writ-
ten, produced and directed by 
Mike McElreath of University of 
Wyoming television. The video 
was initially shown on Feb. 19, 
1998, on Wyoming Public Tele-
vision. McElreath plans to market 
the tape soon. 

Laramie was experiencing some 
of the upheaval that was teanng up 
the rest of the nation in 1969. On 
Oct. 15, over 550 people marched 
on Grand A venue as part of a na-
tional Vietnam War moratorium. 
The same day, over JOO people 
took out a full-page advertisement 
in the Boomerang supporting the 
moratorium. 

America awaited the launch of 
Apollo 12, and preparations were 
made tor the 34th running of the 
infamous all-male Treagle Train 
from Cheyenne to Laramie for Sat-
urday's big football game with 
BYU. The Baltimore Orioles faced 
the "Amazin' Mets" in the World 
Senes. 

Wyoming was football crazy in 
1969 and a lot of that was due to 
the succes. of Wyoming head foot-
ball coach Lloyd Eaton. He took 
over the head coaching job at UW 
in 1962, inheriting a team with a 6-
1-2 record. His first year, the team 
went 5-5, but then the team began 
to win. 

A Nov. 3, 1969, Sports Illus-
trated article said of Eaton, "As a 
boy, he had to help his father 
scratch a living from a tiny ranch 
in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 
During the Depression he worked 
his way through college by sweep-
ing floors for 25 cents an hour. No-
body gave him anything. Nothing 
came easy for him and he feels that 
nothing hould come easy for 
rhose who play under him ... " 

The Cowboy football team hit 
its pinnacle in 1966 and 1967 with 
10-1 records each year. In 1966, 
the team was invited to the Sun 
Bowl where the Cowboys defeated 
Florida State 28-20. The next sea-
son, the Cowboys were unde-
feated, but Jost 13-20 in the Sugar 
Bowl. This was heady success, in-
deed. for a small school in a small 
state. 

In J 969, the Wyoming football 
team was undefeated and ranked 
12th in the nation going into the 
BYU game. There had been pre-
vious protests of BYU and some of 
the racial teachings of the! Church 
of Chri t of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. but UW officials 
seemed oblivious to the clear signs 
of trouble brewing. 

All 14 black players on the 
Cowboy team approached head 
coach Lloyd Eaton on Oct. 17, the 
morning before the BYU game, 
wearing wear black arm bands to 

protest the Mormon church's pro-
hibition of blacks in the pries-
thood. Part of the protest also had 
to do with racial slurs. including 
the word ''nigger'" repeatedly ut-
tered by BYU players to black ath-
letes. Eaton had heard of the play-
ers' plan and had warned them not 
to cany it out. 

The protest by the players was 
to coincide with a nonviolent pro-
test planned by the Black Student 
Alliance at UW, outside the sta-
dium on the day of the BYU game. 
The BSA. led by W1lhe Black, de-
manded that university officials in 
the WAC not use student fees or 
university facilities to host BYU 
teams. The BSA argued that the 
LOS church's mies against allow-
ing blacks to bless. prepare or pass 
sacraments or enter the priesthood 
were racist policies. 

Eaton removed the players from 
the team that same Friday morning 
for violating two team rules, the 
first violation was of a team rule 
prohibiting any kind of protest by 
players on or off the field. The sec-
ond was a team rule that prohibited 
the fonnation of factions within 
the team. 

Not only did Eaton kick the 
players off the team. he lectured to 
them heatedly in the War Memo-
rial Fieldhouse that same morning, 
demeaning them, according to the 
players and another witness, Annie 
Marie W althal, who was jogging 
in the Fieldhouse during what she 
called the "tirade" by Eaton, 
according to the documentary. 

Two of the players interviewed 
for the documentary said that 
Eaton told them their new career 
choices included picking cotton, 
going on "Negro relief' or they 
could go to places like Grambling 
or Morgan State, two black col-
leges. When the players tried to 
speak, he told them to "shut up." 

Mel Hamilton, one of the Black 
14 quoted in the documentary, said 
he wasn't surprised by what Eaton 
said at all. Hamilton had been there 
before. He left the university in 
1967 when he felt forced out be-
cause of his interest in a white 
woman on campus. 

"It was made very clear by 
coaches and some students that 
dating whites was not apprecia-
ted," Hamilton said in an Asso-
ciated Press article. 

According to one of the players, 
Joe Williams, who was quoted in 
M Oct. 19. i969, Boomerang arti-
cle, "We just want to discuss this 
in an intelligent manner. We 
wanted to play this (BYU) game 
no matter what. We hadn't even 
decided to ask permission to wear 
the arm bands during the game. 
We're black and we feel that just 
by walking out onto the field, that 
constitutes a black band. If only he 
(Eaton) had listened." 

That wasn't the end of it. There 
were several tense meetings be-
tween the players, the UW Board 
of Trustees, the athletic director, 
the governor, Stan Hathaway and 
the Black Student Alliance. led by 
Willie Black. According to Carl-
son, Eaton and the coaches were 
willing to compromise on the is-
sue. Eaton himself modified one of 
the rules he used to kick the play-
ers off the team. He announced the 
rule change less than a week after 
using the rule to dismiss the 14 
players. 

Despite numerous meetings and 

TH' BLACK 14 AND THE COACH - From left, at top: Coach 
Lloyd Eaton and Mel Hamilton; second row: Ivy Moore, Jerome 

attempts to reconcile the differ-
ences between the two groups. 
however. no compromise was 
reached. Most of the black I 4 were 
angry and had become adamant 
about weming the black arm bands 
during the game. 

After a meeting lasting until 
3:30 a.m., on Saturday. the morn-
ing of the BYU game, the board of 
trnstees and Carlson made no deci-
sion on the dismissal of the stu-
dents. They left it up to Hathaway 
to decide, according to Hatha-
way's statement on the video. He 
decided to back the coaches. The 
public also backed the coaches. 
There was overwhelming support 
for Eaton in Wyoming. 

Without the Black 14, Wyoming 
won the BYU game 40-7. Fans 
were chanting "We Love Eaton'" 
during the fourth quarter of the 
game. Under the stands. and un-
beknownst to most fans, members 
of the National Guard stood ready 
in case black protesters showed up 
at the game, according to Hatha-
way's statement on the video. 

The team went on to beat San 
Diego State the following week. 
Some of the San Diego State play-
ers were wearing arm bands during 
the game to protest the dismissal of 
the Black 14. 

That was the last hurrah for 
Wyoming football for a long time. 
The football team went on a losing 
streak, losing all four of its remain· 
ing games. The team lost all but 
one of its games the following sea-
son. 

Eaton quit the head coaching 
position after the next season, 
never to coach again. Wyoming 
football fell on hard times. After 
10 winning seasons. there was 
only one winning season in the IO 
years following the Black 14 inci-
dent. It wasn't until · 1976 that 
Cowboy fans had a winning season 
to cheer about. 

A lawsuit filed by the players 
against UW drug on for three years 
in the courts, finally being re-
solved in favor of UW. The deci-
sion was a legal oddity, pitting the 
freedom of speech against the pro-
hibition of state establishment of 
religion. 

On June l, 1978, a revelation 
among the leaders of the Church of 
Christ of Latter-day Saints was re-
vealed, allowing blacks into the 
church's priesthood. Church lead-
ers called it coincidence. Willie 
J)lack.and.Mt:lHatnil.U>n ~~t 
victory for the Black 14. lnteres-
tingly, Willie Black correctly pre-
dicted the revelation in 1969. He 
was quoted in a Nov. 2, 1969, Em-
pire Magazine article as saying, 

"The LDS church, eventually. will 
have a revelation and this practice 
of theirs will be discontinued ... " 

Hamilton. a Wyommg starter 
before being kicked off the team 
with his 13 teammates, looks at the 
experience this way: 'The beauti-
ful thing is that I never felt better. I 
never felt more of a man ... That's 
the proudest day of my life (the 
day the Black 14 were kicked off 
the team)." 

The 14 black football players 
were, Hamilton, Moore, Joe Wil-
liams, Ted Wilhams, John Griffin, 
Tony Gibson, Tony McGee, Je-
rome Beny. Dowdy Grimes, Jim 
Isaac, Willie Hysaw, Don Mead 
ows, Ron Hill and Earl Lee. 

Indeed, former Branding Iron 
editor Phil White (now a Laramie 
attorney) noted that in the case of 
Tinker vs . Des Moines School 
District, decided Ill February of 
1969, earlier in the same year as 
the Black 14 incident, the U.S. Su 
preme Court had ruled that the 
school district had no right to pro-
hibit high school students from 
wearing black arm bands to protest 
the Vietnam War In its opinion, 
the court said, "Jn our system, 
state-operated schools may not be 
enclaves of totalitarianism. School 
officials do not possess absolute 
authority over their students. Stu-
dents in school as well as out of 
school are 'persons' under our 
Constitution. They are possessed 
of fundamental rights which the 
State must respect, just as they 
themselves must respect their obli-
gations to the State ... 

"A student's rights, therefore, 
do not embrace merely the class-
room hours. When he is in the caf-
eteria, or on the playing field, or on 
[393 U.S. 503, 513) the campus 
during the authorized hours, he 
may express his opinions, even on 
controversial subjects like the con-
flict in Vietnam, ifhe does so with-
out 'materially and substantially 
interfer[ingj with the requirements 
of appropriate discipline in the op-
eration of the school' and without 
colliding with the rights of others." 

The players were seen by some 
as employees of the university.It is 
not unusual for workers not to en-
joy the same rights and privileges, 
such as freedom of speech and as-
sociation, in the workplace, that 
they enjoy outside of the work-
place. 

Comments made by Hathaway 
a olh~ 011 th vide .a?.<\ iq 
nt,wspaper arti~s published at the 
time of the rere1 to Eaton as "fi-
ring" the players, as if they were 
working for him. 

The debate over the dismissal of 

Berry, John Griffin, Tony McGee, Willie Hysaw and Joe Williams; 
bottom: Don Meadows, Earl Lee, Lionel (Dowdy) Grimes, Ron Hill, 

the 14 players from the team was 
hot. Just about everybody got into 
it. The Wyoming Tribune-Eagle 
published a lengthy editorial sup-
porting the coach. 

An Oct. 19 Boomerang edi to-
ri al argued that the Black 14 was 
not racial in nature, but simply a 
matter of discipline. A followup 
editorial Oct. 24 argued the same 
thing, as did many letters to theed-
itor. 

According to an Oct. 25 
Boomerang story, a poll of 1,450 
students at UW, indicated 69 per-
cent of those questioned thought 
Eaton's dismissal of the 14 black 
players was JUSt1fied and 29 per 
cent said the action was not justi-
fied. The poll was conducted by 
two journalism students, Candy 
Carroll and Monica Miller. 

The debate wasn't limited to 
Wyoming, either. the Denver Post 
got into the act with an editorial on 
one side of the issue and a column, 
by Jim Graham (reprinted in the 
Boomerang) on the other side. 
Graham backed Eaton and said the 
key issue was discipline and said, 
"Open defiance of authority can-
not go unchallenged or anarchy 
will rule the campus. The only law 
will be the law of the streets." 

The notion that the players were 
not smart enough or committed 
enough to make up their own 
minds is still believed by some 
people, including Eaton. Eaton 
said in a May 9, 1982, Denver Post 
article, "It was nothing but a big 
show deal. Fourteen kids are not 
going to think all that up themsel-
ves." 

Hamilton and other players in-
terviewed in the video, however, 
said they made up their own 
minds. 

Ivy Moore, one of the Black 14, 
said in the documentary, "I knew 
at some point in time you got to 
stand up for what you believe in. I 
thought about it, and I stood up." 
Hamilton said he cautioned the 
married players, especially, to con-
sider the career consequences of 
their action before they wore the 
black arm bands to Eaton's office. 

Another Black 14 member, Wil-
lie Hysaw, told ABC teJevision 
shortly after the incident, " ... since 
a black man stands up for what he 
believes, automatically they think 
some other guy had to come in and 
instigate this thing." 

One of the original Black 14 
w.ho at o ~ for 
Eaton, Ted Williams. said m a 
1982 Denver Po t article, "If I had 
it to live over again I wouldn't do it 
at all. Not that way. We were in-
fluenced by outsiders. Without that 
influence, I don't think John (Grif-
fin) and I would've gotten into it at 
all." 

The Black 14 were not entirely 
alone against the rest of the state, 
they were backed by the Casper 
NAACP. The ASUW Senate also 
backed the athletes, issuing a state-
ment that expressed " ... shock at 
the callous, insensitive treatment 
afforded 14 black athletes who 
acted on a matter of conscience 
with restraint, with moderation and 
with responsibility." A week later, 
the ASUW backtracked and issued 
a more conciliatory statement. 

The faculty senate passed a res-
olution to change the dismissal of 
the Black 14 to a temporary sus-
pension pending the outcome of an 
investigation of the matter by a 

faculty-student committee. Eng-
lish professor Ken Craven said at 
the Oct. 19 Faculty Senate meeting 
he and other faculty members 
would resign if the players were 
not reinstated. Members of the 
Casper Quarterback Club immedi-
ately announced they would raise 
money to help the protesting pro-
fessors leave town, according to an 
Oct. 21 Boomerang story. 

White wrote an editorial in the 
Branding Iron newspaper, oppos-
ing to Eaton's position and sup-
porting the black athletes. The 
Denver Post ran an editorial Oct. 
21 which said, "We hesitate to of-
fend some big-time sports enthu-
siasts with the heretical notion that 
football players are human beings 
with rights like other people ... For 
a coach at the University of Wyo-
ming or elsewhere to issue an edict 
that football players may not take 
part on their own time in a lawful 
Vietnam demonstration or may not 
protest policies they think are rac-
ist at Brigham Young University is 
an outrage." 

Eventually, three of the Black 
14 went back to the team and were 
reinstated by Eaton. Despite being 
labeled as "troublemakers," IO of 
the 14 eventually graduated from 
college, and four went on to play 
professional football. Hysaw said 
the 14 were "whiteballed," not al-
lowed to play football for any col-
lege except for all-black colleges. 
But several players said the adver-
sity of the situation made them 
stronger. 

Hamilton, alone, remains in 
Wyoming. Last year he became 
the first black in the history of the 
state to become a school principal. 
He is principal of Casper East Ju-
nior High. Willie Black became a 
mathematics professor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago. 

In a follow-up article called "W-
hatever Happened to the Black 14" 
published May 9, 1982, by the 
Denver Post, it was reported that 
Willie Hysaw had become an ex-
ecutive for General Motors. Je-
rome Berry was a weekend 
anchorman on a Chicago tele-
vision station. Tony McGee was a 
defensive end with the New Eng-
land Patriots. Don Meadows was 
opening his own restaurant in 
Denver. John Griffin was a trauma 
specialist at East Side Health Cen-
ter in Denver. Joe Williams played 
four years in the NFL. Earl Lee 
w a cbool teachet ill Baltimorct 
Two of the players worked for rail-
roads. James Isaac, the only Wyo-
ming native of the 14, the pride of 
Hanna, was shot to death by his 
wife in 1976. 

Another story in the same issue 
of the Denver Post asked Lloyd 
Eaton if he had it to do all over 
again, would he handle the black 
arm band situation differently. 

Eaton's reply was, "I can't 
understand it. Music - entertain-
ment especially - and athletics 
have been great areas for the black 
man. Here was a chance to do one 
of the things they excelled in and 
they pull that stuff. It was an af-
front to all of athletics. It was a 
very easy decision to make, and I'd 
make it again." 

Griffin said in the same article, 
"He's (Eaton) the one I feel sor-
riest for." Berry said, "Every white 
man is not as small as Lloyd Eaton. 
But it's him who has to live with 
what happened. It's a shame." 

Ted Williams and Tony Gibson. Jim Isaac's photo was unavailable. 
(Photos courtesy of UW Sports Information Department) 



Anot er, ne oore, e ost imm ·ately, never 
returned to school, and works the railroads in his bome-
~tate Arkansas. 

Eaton is a virtual recluse. Once a shoo-in for a job at 
a maJor-college football power, Eaton fashioned his own 
scarlet letter. Now a scout for the Green Bay Packers, 
he is divorced, lives in tiny Kuna, Idaho, where he is 
rarely seen and cannot be telephoned. 

Others are shimmertng tales of success. 
Willie Hysaw, the acknowledged spokesman of the 

group, is an executive in the Pontiac division of General 
Motors. "Tell the guys," Hysaw said, "if they ever need 
a loaner car, give me a call." 

Jerry Berry, then a safety, is a richly paid weekend 
anchorman in Chicago at WLS-TV. 

Tony McGee is a defensive end with the New England 
Patriots of the NFL. 

Surprisingly, they do not keep touch. Only McGee, in 
his travels around the country, has remained close with 
the unwitting band of young men who made sudden his-
tory. 

Three live in Denver: middle guard Don Meadows 
(he'll open his own restaurant soon), receiver John Grif-
fin (trauma specialist at Eastside Health Center near 
Five Points) and Ron Hill (Burlington Northern). 

been conceding we were wrong. I didn't take it." 
Earl Lee. now a high-school teacher in Baltimore: "It 

made every one of those guys stronger. It didn't stop me 
from achieving my goals. I got my degree." 

Griffin: "We achieved something in making a helluva 
lot of people aware of the problem, even though Eaton 
never let us express our opinion. We were fortunate 
enough to have the guts to stand up and I don't regret 
it." 

As for Eaton, "He's the one I feel sorriest for," says 
Griffin. 

"He would've been a head coach in the pros," says 
Hamilton, who charges that Eaton forced him off the 
team when he chose to marry a white woman. "The 
man could've gone a long way, but he was rnsensitive to 
people's problems. He was prejudiced. And he'll never 
change." 

McGee: "That day, Eaton told us, 'I dragged you out 
of the ghetto and gave you a chance. You were all from 
split homes and broken families. You can all go back on 
Negro relief - colored relief.' Well, he can see how 
we've all done." 

Berry: "Every white man is not as small as Lloyd 
Eaton. But it's him who has to live with what happened. 
It's a shame." 

, 
Christmas Eve 1976. 

10. MEL HAMILTON, tackle, Boys Town, Neb., 
junior, physical education. Now an executive for 
an oil drilling company in Casper, Wyo. 

:· Not Pictured ~ ,:-, · .· · -_:. ·,, ·· 
• • ~· ., .I " • ~ • -

LIONEL GRIMES, defensive back, Alliance, 
Ohio, sophomore, business administration. Now 
works for Ford Motor Co., in Cincinnati. 

RON HILL, split end, Denver, sophomore, physi-
cal education. Works for Burlington Northern rail-
road. Lives in Denver. 

TONY MC GEE, defensive end, Battle Creek, 
Mich., junior, education. Now plays for the New 
England Patriots. · 

TED WILLIAMS, tailback, Port Hueneme, Calif., 
junior, industrial arts. Foreman at a paint manufac-
turing company in Waukegan, Ill. Sports Illustrated/ Art Shay 

Ten of the Black 14 sit on the steps of a.cam~us building sho~ly after being thrown off the Wyoming football team by Lloyd Eaton in 1959. 

'Like Crossing Picket Line' for 3 Who Play_ed Again 
Thirteen years have passed since Lloyd 

Eaton kicked the Black 14 off the University 
of Wyoming football team. The Post asked 
them this question: What would you say to 
Lloyd Eaton if you met on the street tomor-
row? 

One Who 
'If I had it to live over again I wouldn't 
do it at all. Not that way. We were 
influenced by outsiders.' 

W hen the Black 14 were 
kicked off the Univer-
sity of Wyoming foot-
ball team in 1969 for 

protesting racist policies of the Mor-
mon church, not all of them left the 
school. 

Three players, two of them stlli 
living in Denver, played for Wyo-
ming the next year. 

John Griffin, a split end, Don 
Meadows, a middle guard, and Ted 
Williams, a tailback, all chose to re-
turn to head coach Lloyd Eaton's 
program in 1970. 

"It was like crossmg the picket 
line," says Meadows, now a Denver 
restaurateur who will open his own 
restaurant near Stapleton Interna-
tional Airport soon. "We were treat-
ed like scabs by the other guys. But 
that was a long time ago. I don't dis-
like any or them for it." 

- Ted Williams 

cialist at Denver's Eastside Health 
Center, "The rest of the guys treat-
ed us like traitors, but that wasn't 
the case. I wanted to play pro and I 
needed another year. The whole se-
ries of events was not good for my 
future." 

"We thought it was strange they 
would do that," says the team's tri-
captain, Joe Williams. "But I guess 
they felt like they did what they had 
to do at the time. But after all the 
things Eaton said to us that day, 
telling us we could go back on 'col-
ored relief' and saying how he 
dragged us out of the ghettos, it just 
seemed a little strange." 

Meadows and Griffin, still close 
friends, have no regrets about what 
they did, but claim it could've been 
done differently. 

"We should've discussed it \\-ith 
the other guys on the team - the 
white guys," says Meadows. "We 
should've taken their thoughts mto 
consideration. If we'd have walked 
in there with everybody, he wouldn't 
have flown off the handle like tilat. 
Noway." 

Williams: "If I had it to live over 
again I wouldn't do it at all. Not that 
way. We were influenced by outsid-
ers. Without that influence, I don't 
think John and I would've gotten 
mto it at all." 

"I went back because what we 
did was wrong," says Williams, now 
a foreman in a paint manufactunng 
company in Waukegan, Ill. "We 
pushed Mr. Eaton to the wall. To 
him, us marching in there looked 
like a mob. I could never blame him 
for what he did. Afterwards, he was 
very good to me. I had a bad ankle 
and he allowed me to keep getting 
treatment on it that year." 

Says Griffin, now a trauma spe- - RICK REILLY Don Meadows, left, and John Griffin, two members of the University of Wyoming's Black 14. Both players later returned to the team. 

,. 

Here is a cross-section of their re-
sponses: 
, Teel W~llla!"a: "Nothing. I guess nothing. 

I d tell him 1f I had to do it over again I 
wouldn't do it. We got caught up in a lot 

0

of 
things. It wasn't right." 

Mel Hamilton: "I'd tell him, 'You're the 
best coach I've ever had. But as far as a 
r,uman being, you ain't worth a damn." 

Tony Gibson: "I'd probably just say Hi. I 
wouldn't bring it up. As you get older, you 
get mellower." 
. Tony McGee: "I wouldn't get angry with 

him. I hold no animosities. I'd like to hear 
his thoughts on it after all these years." 

~arl lee: "I'd say, 'It takes a long time to 
build an empire, coach, but you found out 
just how quick you can tear it down.· " 

Jerry Berry: "I'd tell him all we wanted to 
do was talk to him. We just wanted to talk. 
We would've played anyway. A tot of lives 
were changed because he wouldn't listen. 
It's too bad." 

John Griffin: "I guess I'd just say hello. I 
hold no animosity. It was his decision. You 
make your bed, now you have to sleep in 
it." 

, Wlllle Hraaw: "I wouldn't say anything. 
It s more what he would say. I might say 
Thanks. If ~hat hadn't happened, I might be 
picking up Jocks in some high-school locker 
room." 

Joe Wiiiiama: "I might speak to him. But 
only upon his initiative." 

-RICK REILLY 

You Can G 
Executive Sports Editor Tom Patterson 

wrote this story six years ago, following the 
dt;ath of one of his closest friends. It's about his 
hiJ#1 sch£?01 days in Hanna, Wyo., and friend-
sl11.ps which never die. 

By TOM PATTERSON 
Denver Post Executive Sports Editor 

T he memories are golden, as clear as 
today . . . James Isaac, 1950-1976. 
Sm~ towns are ~credible, always 

searching for something to hold on to 
something to associate with the rest of th~ 
world and remain proud of. 

James Isaac made Hanna proud. 
And now he is dead. 
Tune changes many things. A young boy 

whose life was full of moves, landed in Hann~ 
once, and certainly, he felt the world had 
reached the end. 

James Isaac lived in Hanna. He liked sports 
and be w~ an exceptional athlete, too. Whe~ 
the new .kid m town first met Isaac, he was a 
boy playmg varsity football. And what the new 
kid saw in Isaac was dazzling. 

Isaac was proud that he could run the ball so 
well. He was proud that he could score a lot of 
points .on the basketball court, too. And he was 
splendid on a track, running with the WIDd. 

:For all ~ - all the points, all the medals, 
all the trophies Isaac earned - the friend re-
members. 

But be remembers other things, too. He re-
members Isaac couldn't swim a lick. 
. Least. not when the newcomer to town estab-

lished ~ temtory. It was in a strip pit in this 
coal-rrurung town one afternoon in late spring. 
The sun bounced brilliantly off the water. 

There was talk of a good football team in 
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WHATEVER HAPPENED TO/THE BLACK 14 
A brief protest in 1969 brought radical change 
in their lives and seven years of chaos 
to Wyoming's football program 

The Black 14 
By RICK REILLY 
Denver Post Sports Writer 

0 n the chilled morning of Friday, Oct. 17, 1969, 
14 young black men wearing black armbands 
walked through the office door of Lloyd Ea-
ton, head football coach at the University of 

Wyoming. 
They closed the door behind them. 
Before it opened again, 15 lives would never be the 

same. 
Those who would become known as the Black 14 went 

to Eaton lo get permission to wear the armbands that 
Saturday in a home game against Brigham Young Uni-
versity. It was to be a symbolic protest against racist 
policies of the Church of the Latter-day Saints (Mor-
mons) - policies that forbade blacks from becoming 
priests. 

They never had a chance to voice either concern. 
Eaton, enraged and insisting the 14 were in open defi-

ance of his standing rule against players demonstrating 
or protesting in any way, simply kicked them off the 
team. 

"I'm going to save you fellas a lot of time and 
breath," Eaton said, even before the players had said a 
word "You're all through with the University of Wyo-
ming." 

And so they were, despite frenzied efforts of the uni-
versity's president, William D. Carlson, the governor, 
Stan Hathaway, and the school's Board of Trustees, that 
lasted long into the night. At 3:30 a.m. Saturday, a 
spokesman for the trustees emerged from a meeting 
and told a gathering of the press that nothing could be 
done. 

The Black 14 were dismissed. The most damaging 
controversy in the history of the University of Wyoming, 
a white-hot ,issue that disrupted Cowboys football for 
seven years, a poison that soured the promising career 
of a football coach and changed the destinies of 14 young 
men, had begun. 

National exposure of the incident rendered Wyo-
ming's ability to recruit black players virtually nil. Co-
lumnists and cartoonists deemed the state a land of red-
necks.right-wingers and racists. A plague set upon Ea-
ton's program that he would never beat. 

Fans grew uncomfortable, then surly as they watched 
an undefeated and ninth-ranked team die and fester. 

The next year, the coach who had gone 31-5 in the 31h 
years leading up to the Black 14 incident, went 1-9. 

Eaton was ousted, but the damage had just begun. 
Seven autumns would pass before the Cowboys had 

another wmning season - 8-3 under Fred Akers in 1976. 
Thirteen falls have passed since the 15 men left that 

room. 
Today, within these pages, they are together again. ,,,.. 
All therr stories are not happy. 
One player, James Isaac, was shot to death by his 

~ife. 
Anot er, Ivie .1oore, left almost unmediately, never 

returned to school, and works the railroads in his home-
&tate Arkansa . 

Eaton is a Virtual recluse. Once a shoo-m for a JOb at 
a ma1or-college football power, Eaton fashioned his own 
scarlet letter. Now a scout for the Green Bay Packers, 
he is divorc:ed, lives m tmv Kuna, ldaho, where he is 
rarely seen and cannot be telephoned. 

0th rs are shimmenng tales of success. 
Willie Hysaw, the acknowledged spokesman of the 

group, ts an executive m the Pontiac diVIS1on of General 
Motors. "Tell the guys," H)saW said, "lf they ever need 
a loaner car, give me a call." 

.Jerry Berry, then a safety, is a richly paid weekend 
anchorman m Chicago at WL -TV. 

Tony McGee IS a defensive end with the New England 
Patriots of the FL. 

Surpnsmgly, they do not keep touch. Only McGee, m 
his travels around the country, has remamed close wtth 
the unwitting band or young men who made sudden his-
tory. 

Three llve m Denver: nuddle guard Don eadows 
(h 'U open h1S own restaurant soon), receiver John Gnf-
fm (trauma specialist. at EastStde H alth Center near 
Five Pomts) and Ron Hill (Burlington 'orth rn). 

"I hope Lloyd Eaton sees this," says Griffin, a serious 
man with splashes of gray in his hair and fierceness in 
his eyes. "I hope he sees that most of are doing well. He 
didn't affect us in the long run.'' 

Ah, but it was the short run that nearly did them in. 
Considered "rabble-rousers," none of the 14 were able 

to transfer to another major-college prograni. And at 
least two, McGee and Joe Williams (Dallas Cowboys 
and New Orleans) would later wind up in the NFL. 

Hysaw: "We were what I call 'whiteballed.' Colleges 
that had shown a lot of interest in us in high school 
weren't interested anymore. They were afraid. Eaton 
held a lot of power in the NCAA and they were scared. 
They thought we were troublemakers. I cannot prove 
that he called schools and told them not to take us, 
except that on one occasion, a coach at Cal Lutheran 
told me, 'We've talked to Lloyd Eaton. And we're not 
interested.' " 

Those that chose to pursue football wound up at all-
black colleges. McGee and Berry landed at Bishop Col-
lege in Dallas. Hill finished at Howard in Washington, 
D.C .. 

"The (Los Angeles) Rams told me that if all this 
hadn't happened, I'd have been a first-round pick, no 
problem," McGee says. 

Williams, a Black America selection, was taken in the 
12th round, despite having no semor year, and lasted 
four years in the NFL, with Dallas. New Orleans and 
the Rams. "I know Joe would've gotten a better shake 
in the league if be wasn't a part of the Black 14," Berry 
says. "I've been told that." 

Football aside, what impresses is the percentage of 
players who went on to earn degrees anyway. Ten of the 
14 got their diplomas. Hysaw has two. Joe Williams was 
an honor student. 

"That was the whole key," Williams says. "We want-
ed our degrees. He thought he could take that away 
from us. But I got mine. I got it. And I'm .sure that 
bothers him (Eaton). l was the tri-captain. The great 
student-athlete. The guy he held up to the rest of the 
team. When the incident happened, he had to eat all that 
and it was a big pill to swallow." 

Almost to a man, they have no regrets. 
"Oh, it hurt us," says Mel Hamilton, a juruor tackle at 

the time. now an executive with an oil drilling company 
in Casper, Wyo. "I'll never know how many jol:,s I lost 
up here because I was part of the Black 14. Pe;:iple re-
member. I still get asked about it all the time up here. 
I'll never know how many friends I've lost because I 
was part of it." 

But on a grand scale, what did the Black 14 accom-
plish? Was it all worth 1t? 

Some say it was. Eight years later, the Mormon 
church changed its policies on blacks. Blacks could be-
come priests. 

"How many people can say they played a part in his-
tory?" Hamilton says. ''I'm very proud I stood up. I'm 
proud I stayed m Wyoming to get my degree. Tuey of-
fered us our !'Cholarship back. but to take il ~ 1J.ld've_ 
oeen conceding we were wrong. I didn't take it. ' ' 

Earl Lee, now a high-school teacher in Baltimore: "It 
made every one of those guys stronger. It didn't stop me 
from achieving my goals. I got my degree." 

Griffin: "We achieved something in making a helluva 
lot of people aware of the problem, even though Eaton 
never let lli:i express our opinion. We were fortunate 
enough to have the guts lo stand up and I don't regret 
it." 

As for Eaton, "He's the one I feel sorrie~t for," says 
Griffin. 

"He would've been a head coach in the pros." says 
Hamilton, who charges that Eaton forced him off the 
team when he chose to marry a white woman. "The 
man could've gone a long way, but he was insensitive to 
people's problems. He was prejudiced. And he'll never 
change." 

McGee: "That day, Eaton told us. 'I dragged you out 
of the ghetto and gave )OU a chance. You were all from 
split homes and broken families. You can all go back on 
Negro relief - colored relief.' Well, he can see how 
we've all done." 

Berry: "Every white man ts not as small as Llovd 
Eaton. But it's tum who has to live with what h<!PJ>enect. 
It's a shame.'' 

1. EARL LEE, guard, Chattanooga, Tenn., soph-
omore, physical education. Football coach and bi-
ology teacher at a Baltimore high school. 

2. JOHN GRIFFIN, split end, San Fernando, 
Calif., junior physical education. Now a trauma 
specialist at Denver's Eastside Health Center. 

3. WILLIE HYSAW, flanker, Bakersfield, Calif., 
junior, philosophy. Coordinator of sales promotion 
for Pontiac division of General Motors, Pontiac, 
Mich. 

4. IVIE MOORE, defensive back, Pine Bluff, Ark., 
junior, physical education. Now works the rail-
roads in Arkansas. 

5. DON MEADOWS, middle guard, Denver. jun-
ior, business administration. Now living in Denver 
and plans to open his own restaurant. 

6. JOE WILLIAMS, tailback (tri-captain), Lufkin, 
Texas, senior, physical education. Owns his own 
property management company in Dallas. 

7. JERRY BERRY, safety, Tulsa, Okla., sopho-
more, statistics major. Now a weekend television 
sports anchor in Chicago. 

8. TONY GIBSON, fullback, Pittsfield, Mass., jun-
ior, physical education. Now reads meters for a 
utility company. 

9. JIM ISAAC, halfback, Hanna, Wyo., sopho-
more, physical education. Shot to death by wife, 
Christmas Eve 1976. 

10. MEL HAMILTON, tackle, Boys Town, Neb., 
junior, physical education. Now an executive for 
an oil drilling company in Casper, Wyo. 

Not Pictured 
LIONEL GRIMES, defensive back, Alliance, 

Ohio, sophomore, business administration. Now 
works for Ford Motor Co., in Cincinnati. 

RON HILL, split end, Denver, sophomore, physi-
cal education. Works for Burlington Northern rail-
road. Lives in Denver. 

TONY MC GEE, defensive end, Battle Creek, 
Mich., junior, education. Now plays for the New 
England Patriots. 

TED WILLIAMS, tailback, Port Hueneme, Calif., 
junior, industrial arts. Foreman at a paint manufac-
turing company in Waukegan, Ill. 
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Sports tnustrated/ Art Shay 

Ten of the Black 14 sit on the steps of a.cQ111PUS building shortly after being thrown off the Wyoming football team by Lloyd Eaton 1n 1969. 



By WALTER RUBEL "Lloyd Eaton damaged pro ca-
Sports editor reers. All of the Black 14 that he 

LARAMIE - It was an a pol- kicked off the football team was 
ogy of sorts, though it comes going pro. That's something I 
some24yearslater. think about a lot. All of the 

In 1969, 14 young men found Black 14 could have had pros-
themselves at t~e v<;>rtex of a perous careers in pro football. 
controversy which ripped the· Wyoming had just come from 
pniversity of Wyoming campus the Sugar Bowl the year before, 
in.half and tugged at. the con- and a lot of players came here 
sciousness of the entLre state. because of that. They said, we 
The Black 14, as they became can get some recognition and 
~nown, focused nati?nal a~t~n- then from there go on to p~o ca-
tion on both the racial pohc1es reers. And he just stamped it 
of the ~o~mon Church and on out." 
the pohcies of the Wyoming The controversy started dur-
fo?tball program and the Lara- ing the week of the Brigham 
m1e campus. Young game. The Mormon 

The 14 black players were all Church at that time had policies 
booted off the football team by which precluded blacks from 
then coach Lloyd Eaton a~d ru.n rising to positions of promi-
out of th state. And, until this nence 1'ithi-rr he church. In one 
past weekend, they have never of the first meetings of the 
returned. . newly-formed Black Student Al-
. On ~atu~day morning, for th.e liance, it was decided to protest 

first .tim~ m 24 years, .the um- those policies by wearing black 
versity fmally recog~ized the arm bands. 
B~ack 14. At a rec~i;>tlon org8:- "We met here at the Washaki 
mzed by Dr. Ade.myi Coker! d1- Center and we decided that we 
rect~r of the African American would protest against the Mor-
Studies prog~am. at UW, the 14 mon policy of excluding blacks 
play~rs were mv1ted back to ~a- from the priesthood. Now, that 
ramie and prese_nte~ with might seem like a very minor 
plaques from the umverstty. thing because I never wanted to 

Four of the 14 players at- b ' tended, as did the parents of e a M~rmon anyway. But the 
Jim Isaac, a member of the whole id_ea was that we h~d 
Black 14 who didn't live long be~n. subjected .to some racist 
enough to see the university fi- pohcies .. and we Just felt that. we 
nally open its arms and wel- were g?,mg to speak out ag~mst 
come those players back. them, remembers Dwight 

"It's very emotional. Most of James, one of the first leaders of 
these players I have not talked th~ BSA. . 
to since they left the university No one mtended t~at foot-
in 1969," said Mel Hamilton, the ball players ':V~uld be kicked off 
oldest of the 14 players. "I think the team. Wllhe Black told the 
this is a great day for the Uni- football playe_rs to go have a 
versity of Wyoming in the sense separate_ meetrng, because we 
that it helped bring closure to a were gorng to pro~est as the 
period that disrupted not only Black Student Alliance. The 
the University of Wyoming but football pla~ers went out 15, 
the lives ofl4 people. maybe 25 mrnu~es: a~d th.ey 

"By this effort, the university cam; back and said, We re with 
shows that they would love to yo,u. . 
put a closure to what seems to 'But they still said, out of re-
have been a racist administra- spect for the coach, lets go over 
tion at the time. I feel like I'm a and _m~~t with Coach ~aton and 
Wyoming alumni and it helps ask if its OK We don t want to 
me to accept tha't fact, and to protest during ttie game, we 
shout it from the rooftops when want to protest on cam.pus. They 
the university reached out their went over ar;id met with Coach 
hands this way." Eaton, and rn a matter of sec-

Others who attended were ands they were categorically 
less willing to forgive. The 24 thrown off~he team." · 
years have done little to soothe i\loore said he was shocked by 
the bitterness felt toward Eaton E~.ton·s unyiel~ing stance. 
and the events of that time. We were gon~g to ~o to his of-

"We were getting threatening fice 8:nd_ talk with him and a k 
phone calls, threatening letters, peru11ss.~on, bu.t w~ never got the 
on the front of our doors some- chance, he said. He had heard 
times would be written 'KKK' that we were going to wear 
and 'Go Home Niggers' - young bla~k armband~, and he herded 
men having to deal with some- us rnto the field house and 
thing like that. And I feel very started immediately saying, 
strongly that all the Black 14 'You can go back on colored and 
who participated should be paid . 'egro relief - go back to the 
reparation" said Irie Moore Grambling's and Morehead 
who has sin~e changed his nam~ State's' - it was really a blow. 
to Abi. We had to make the decision to 

Voice from the past 
Former Wyoming football players Ron Hill, left, and Irie 
(Abi) Moore, take turns talking to former University of 
Vyoming President William Carlson Saturday following a 

reception for members of the Black 14, who were kicked 
off the 1969 UW football team. (Photo by Fred Yates) 

stand up for what we believe 
in." 

The 14 football players sud-
denly became the focus of the 
civil rights movement in Wyom-
ing. They brought the struggle 
out into the open, and captured 
the attention of the national me-
dia. Emotions on both side 
boiled over. 

"When we were in the sta-
dium that day they played BYU, 
we saw the Confederacy icon -
the flag being flow. We got all 
kinds of hoots and calls and neg-
ative remarks, and I can remem-
ber very well how close it was to 
being a riot," Hamilton said. 

"Tony McGee went up the 
steps of the stadium to retrieve 
the Confederate flag that was 
waved in our face, and there 
were cops behind us and every-
body was gettmg emotional, so it 
was very close to a racial riot at 
that point. It was terrible." 

Lionel Grimes, another of the 
players who returned Saturday, 
said he feared for his life. 

"I felt very frightened. You 
didn't know who you were going 
to fight and how they were going 
to come at you," Grimes said. "I 
can recall the day we were to 
protest, and they wanted us to 
walk around the flag pole and 
not around the stadium, and I 

can recall men with rifles on top 
of the dormitory. And, I was 
very frightened." 

Eaton, who returned to Wyom-
ing last year to speak at the 
Cheyenne Quarterback Club, 
defended his actions and said 
he would do it all over again. He 
said the protest was a slap in 
the face to all of the LDS 
Church members in Wyommg 
who had supported the team 
over the years. 

The members of the Black 14 
who returned Saturday also 
have not changed their stance 
in 24 years. They are, for the 
most part, a little thinner on 
top, and a little plumper around 
the middle, but their resolve is 
as firm now as it was in 1969. 

"It was a situation in my life 
that gave me the opportunity to 
stand up for what I believed," 
Grimes said. "I was always 
raised to stand up for what I be-
lieve. I think it did a lot of harm, 
not only to the Black 14 but to 
he university. 
"But I do see that some of the 

struggles that we went through 
are helping others now. I think 
Wyoming is growing. I think the 
university is trying, and as long 
as they bnng in people the cali-
bre of Dr. Coker they will do 
fine.'' ' 



Two of '14' Return 
To UW Grid Squad 

LARAMIE - The Black 
11 apparently had shrunk 
to 12 today with the dis-
closure that two of the 
football players dismissed 
from the University of 
\Vyoming football team by 
Coach Lloyd Eaton were 
preparing to participate in 
spring practice. 

The two are Ted Williams, a 
22-year-old junior tailback from 
Port Hueneme, Calif., and Don 
Meadows, a 21-year-old sopho-
more center from Denver. 

Williams will be a senior 
next year and Meadows a junior 
if both return to play football 
at the university next fall, as 
now indicated. 

The University of Wyoming 
A!h!etic Department announced 
yesterday both Williams and 
Meadows had "reviewed their 
athletic scholarship status" with 
Eaton and '"~·e now enrolled in 
a phy~icial conditioning class 
re:.quired of all varsity athletes. 

Asked today if this meant 
Williams and Meadows had 
signed new athletic contracts at 
Wyoming, a university spokes-
man said this presumably was 
so_ 

It was the first definite indi-
cation of a defection in the 
ranks of the Black 14 since their 
<lismissal from the Wyoming 
team by Eaton on the morning 
of Oct. 17, 1969, an action up-
hrld by an emergency session of 
:lie university board o• trustet:s 
later that same night. 

Both Williams' ancl Meadows· 
names remain as plaintiffs on 
the lawsuit the original Black 
14 filed against the state of 
Wyoming, three of its adminis-
t r aiflrS mdu.Jing Eat rn, afld the 
UW Board of Trustees. 

It was assumed, however, be-
cause of their return to the 
football team that both Willi-
ams and Meadows would even-
tually withdraw their names 
from the suit which asks the 
U.S. District Court of Wyoming 
to order their restoration to 
the team. 

Williams is one of two of that 
name in the suit. The other is 
Joe Harold Williams, tri.cap-
tain of the 1969 Wyoming foot-
ball team until his dismissal by 
Eaton and now a draft selection 
by the Dallas Cowboys of the 
National Football League. 

AskPrl what Ted Williams' 
and Meadows ' action meant, a 
university athletic department 
spokesman said today that they 
were taking the "first steps" to-
ward participating in spring 
football practice and thus be-
coming members of the 1970 
Wyoming football team. 

There had been persistent re-
ports, previously unverified, 
that some members of the so-
called Black 14 wh0 were in-
volved in the dismissal action 
by Eaton on Oct. 17, were con-
sidering making their pPace 
with Eaton and seeking rein-
statement, but yesterday was 
the first definite word that it 
was being carried out. 

U.S. District Judge Ewing T. 
Kerr, meanwhile, has before 
him a motion filed for the de-
fendants by Wyoming At1orney 
General James E. Barrett, to 
dismiss the lawsuit urovght by 
the athletes. 

Kerr has given no indication 
how soon he might rule on the 
motion. 

The Wyoming Athletic De. 
partment's disclosure of the re-
turn to the team by Ted Willi-
ams and Meadows was contain-
ed in an .announcement that 11 
junior college transfers had been 
recruited by Eaton, aimed at 
filling the gaps left by graduat-
ing seniors and the remaining 
black athletes dismissed last 
year. 

A total of 95 football prospects 
including Ted Williams and 
Meadows are expected to report 
for spring practice. 

"Thafs a pretty large gronp 
of transfers for us." Eaton 
said, "but we Nant to rebuild 
fast." Eaton will have 23 let-
termen returning from the dub 
which finished 6-4. 

One of his top recruits may 
be Dennis Gladwin, a 6-0, 215 
pound center-linebacker from 
Rochester, Minn., junior college. 
Gladwin was second team Na-
tional Junior College All-Amer-
ica in 1969. 

The recruits: 
Greg Ray, center, Wilson Col-

lege, Chicago: Martin Grey, de-
fensive halfback, New York 
Agricultural and Technological 
College, Cobleskill, N.Y.; Dave 
Dempsey, s a f et y, Moorpa:k, 
Calif., College; Ray Collins, :le-

fensive back and fullback , Wil-
son College, Chicago: Doug 
Bettencourt, end, V e n tu r a, 
Calif., College; Darrell Jessee, 
end, Butte college, Durham 
Calif., and Kevin Kiley. line-
backer, Nassau College, Gar-
den City, N.J. 

Also , Mike Rice, linebacker, 
Golden West College, Hunting-
ton Beach Calif.; Dick Rosener, 
middle guard-linebacker, Ro-
chester, Minn., College, and 
Richard Wells, offensive tackle, 
Treasure Valley College, On· 
tario, Ore. 
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hinned Pokes 
By IRV MOSS 

Denver Post Sports Writer 
LAR J\fJE, Wyo. - With 14 former 

teammates sitting idle in the stands in 
protest. the remainder of the University 
of \ yommg football team demonstrated 
acti\·el ' and effectively on the field to 
trounce Brigham Young University 40-7 
Saturday. 

The Cowboys played without 14 black 
members or the team who were dropped 
from the squad Friday in a controversy 
invol\ing a planned demonstration against 
BYU's affiliation with the Church of Jesus 
Chnst of Latter-day Saints. 

Missing from the Cowboy ranks were 
six black starters, three on the defensive 
unit and three offensive players. Gone 
were defensive end Tony McGee, corner-
back Ivie Moore, safety Jerry Berry, tail-
back Joe Williams, tackle Mel Hamilton, 
flanker John Griffin and eight other play-
ers from the Wyoming bench. 

But what was left was more than enough 
to bring the Cowboys their fifth straight 
victory of the season and fourth in West-
ern Athletic Conference play. 

In fact it was so gratifying that the 
chilled crowd of 14,993 fans stood with 
less than two minutes left in the game 

and chanted "We Love Eaton" in vocal 
support of Wyoming football Coach Lloyd 
Eaton. 

Despite the reduction in ranks, th 
Cowboys remained unbeaten at home for 
the 21st str?.ight time. 

As usual. some of the more active Cow-
boys were the defensive players. Wyom-
ing entered Saturday's encounter ranked 
as the No. 1 major college team in the 
nation in rushing defense. 

BYU managed just one more yard rush-
ing than the average of 15 allowed Wy· 
oming's previous four opponents. 

Defensive plays on the order of pass 

SECTION D 

rush BYU 4 
interceptions and fumble recoveries set 
up the first 17 points of the game for 
Wyoming, and Cowboy defenders main-
tained their usual relentless quest of the 
enemy quarterback. In attempting to pass, 
BYU quarterbacks Marc Lyons (an Ar-
vada High School product) and Don Grif-
fin were spilled six times for losses total-
ing 49 yards. 

And while the Cowboy defense was 
steadily upholding its end of the bargain, 
the Wyoming quarterback tandem of soph-
more Gary Fox and Ed Synakowski con-
tinued to have its day. 

This time it was Synakowski's turn. The 
Wyoming junior came off the bench in 
the second period and his first pass of 
the game went for a 70-yard scoring play 
to split end Bill Kyranakis. It came just 
in time to pick up the Cowboys after BYU 
had staged its lone threat to get into con-
tention with a touchdown that cut the 
score to 17-7. 

Synakowski finished the day with eight 
completions in 20 attempts for 164 yards 
and one touchdown. 

There was no question that the Wyoming 
defense influenced the course of the game 
as defensive plays figured heavily in Wy-

oming's burst to a 17-point lead in the 
opening 15 minutes. 

The Cowboys gained possession three 
times inside the BYU 20-yard line in the 
opening period, and all three times 
points clicked up on the scoreboard. 

While everyone in the stands had 
thoughts on how the controversy was go-
ing to affect the Wyoming effort, it didn't 
take long to determine that the Cowboy 
defense was operating effectively. 

Linebacker Bent Engleright provided 
the first break when he pounced on a 

Continued on page 34. 

gon 60-13 

y. Falcon defenders Mark Ewig (82) 
omplete the kill but weren't needed. 

42-30 
yardage total zoomed to 2,872 counting 
bowl games. 

Anderson socked in three touchdowns 
for the Buffs, the longest on a 17-yard 
run in the last period. His 123 yards 
moved him ahead of Missouri's Paul 
Christman in all time Big Eight total of-
fense with 4,340 yards. The onl 

7 Fumbles 
Keep Ducks in 
Cold Water 

By RALPH MOORE 
Denver Post Sports Writer 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo. - A 
cold, misty drizzle and a blitzing defense 
turned the Oregon Ducks into bumbling 
failure Saturday as the Air Force Acade-
my Falcons turned seven fumble recov-
eries into a 60-13 victory. 

Played before 36,820 in fog-shrouded 
i> Falcon Stadium, the AF A rang up its 

first victory in five games with Oregon 
and pulled its season record to 3-2 at 

,._the midway mark. 
If The Falcons re-established their ground 

attack in this one, getting 17 of their 22 
,._first downs by rushing and rolling up a 
lfnet 315 compared to Oregon's 144. 

After the Falcons used the first of two 
fumbles recovered by sophomore tackle 
John Greenlaw to go out front 7-0, the 

STATISTICS 
Oregon 

First downs ... . .. .. ............. 9 
Rushing yardage . .. .. . .. .. .. • . . 144 
Passing yardage .. .. . . • .. .. . . . . .. .. . 59 
To1al offense . . .. . .. . . .. .. .. .. 203 
Passes . . . . ......... . .. . ... , . . ..... 5·22·0 
Punts .. .. .. .... . ..... , .. , .. .. .... 7-34 
Fumbles lost .. .. .. 8 
Yards pena lized . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. 55 

SCORE BY PERIODS 

Air Force 
22 

315 
115 
..fJC 

7-14-1 
3.49 

0 
47 

Oregon . .. .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. .. 7 o o 6-13 
Air Force .. .. .. . .. .. . ...... 14 26 7 13-60 

Air Force-Deorio 4 run (Leuthauser kick). 
Oregon-Pamplin 9 run (Woody kicl<). 
Air Force-Bolen 27 pass from Bax1er (Leuthauser 

kickJ. 
Air Force-Baxter 7 r un (Leuthauser kick). 
Air Force-Ewig blocked k ick In end zone (kick 

failed) . 
Air Force-Leuthauser FG 30. 
Air Force-Leuthauser FG 38. 
Air Force-Jennings 26 pass from Parker (Leuthauser 

kick). 
Air Force-DeOrio 6 run (Leuthauser kick). 
Air Force-Baxter 12 run (k ick f ailed ). 
Air Force-Martin 6 run (Leuthauser kick ). 
Oregon-An<t.,rson 7 run (kick ta iled). 
Altendance-36,840. 

Ducks - under heavy criticism at home 
for losing to San Jose State last week -
fired back to tie the score at 7-7 on a 
67-yard drive in only seven plays. There 
was still 9: 03 left in the first period. 

But from this point on until the eight-
minute mark in the fourth period, the 
Ducks never got beyond their 37-yard line. 

Murderous pressure on the line, es-
pecially from linebacker Dennis Leut-
hauser, kept the Ducks from establishing 
any kind of a ground attack. 

And when quarterback Tom Blanchard 
went to the air he found his ace receivers, 
sophomore Bobby Moore and Bob New-
land, facing double coverage. In other 
words, nothing worked for the Ducks and 
every break in the book went in favor 
of the industrous Falcons. 

Leading only 14-7 at the end of the 
first period, the AF A broke loose for 26 
points in the second period to lead 40-7 
at the half, the greatest halftime lead in 
Falcon history. 

This was not only the most critical 
quarter but also indicative of the way 
the game evolved. 

The Falcons scored on the third play 
Continued on page 36. 

RADIO 
PRO FOOTBALL-Denver at Cincinnati, 

KTLK, 1280 kc., 11:30 a.m. 
TELEVISION 

MIKE LUDE SHOW-KOA, Channel 4, 
11 a.m. 

PRO FOOTBALL-Denver at Cincinnati, 
KOA, Channel 4, 11:30 a.m.; Minnesota at 
St. Louis, KLZ, Channel 7, 11:30 a.m.; 
Buffalo at Oakland, Channel 4, 2 p.m.; 
Green Bay at Los Angeles, KLZ, Channel 
7, 2:30 p.m. 

EDDIE CROWDER SHOW-KLZ, Chan-
nel 7, 5 p.m. 

PRO BASKETBALL - Denver Rockets 
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'We-Love-Eaton' 
Chant by Fans 
Breaks Tension 

By IRV , 10SS 
Denvt•r Post ~ norts Wr"fcr 

LARAMm, WYO. Th official . tale-
nt from the Board of Tru tees at the 

Univ it) of W) ormng read that 14 black 
athlete had been di m1. ed from th 
chool' football team and wouldn't play 

lh 'aturday' game agam t Brigham 
Youn or anj other ncoun1er during the 
balance of the ca. on. 

nd th re \rns little doubt that evcrv-
OJlC in Wyoming l'\lemol'ial Stadium \\as 
wondering how the action \\a gomg to a f-
f ct the Cowboy a th y prepared to re-
ceive the kickoff Saturday at 1:30 PM. 

players set the stage for a grim afternoon 
for 14,993 rans and the Wyoming football 
program. 

And the tension wasn l broken until, 
with I :29 left in the game, fans on both 
sidPs or the stadium ~tood and chanted¢ 
"We Love Eaton" in vocal support of 
Wyoming football Coach Lloyd Eaton. 

.. ot once did Eaton change expression¢ 
on his face during the game as he paced 
the sideline and shouted instructions to 
his team. ¢ 

It was afterward in the quiet of the 
coaches' room in the Wyoming Field 
House that Eaton commented on the sit-
uation. With the di miss d players looking on 

from the front rows of th tudent section 
the r<'mainder of th W oming te;im took 
that kickoff and marched right over the 
Cougars b a 40 7 score 

But th re was no qu • hon that the ac-
tion Frida) of di mi mg the 14 black 

"Our guys played with dedication that 
they were going to win for a team and as 
a team toda~·," Eaton remarked. "It's 
been that kind of descipline that has re-
;;ulted in our winning three straight con-
(erence football championships and the 
bowl appearances we've been able to 
make." 

Pr v er for 
Winni g Oa 

(coNTtNUID) 

fumble by BYU's Kip Jackson at the 
Cougar 17 when Jackson tried the left 
side of the Wyoming defensive front. With 
Frosty Franklin carrying four of five 
times, including the final yard over left 
tackle, Wyoming scored with 5:34 played 
and took a 7-0 lead on the first of four 
extra-point kicks by Bob Jacobs. 

On second down of BYU's next series, 
defensive end George Kellerman slammed 
into Lyons just as he delivered a pass 
and the ball squirted to the side and into 

STATISTICS 
First downs Brigham Yo7ung 
~ushlng yardage 16 
Passing yardage 113 
Total offense 129 
Pass s . . 10-26·3 
l>unts 9.35.9 
f;umbles lost 5 
Y11rds penalized • 93 

SCORE BY PERIODS 

Wyoming 
18 
42 

220 
262 

13-35-' 
9-4J.O 

1 
52 

Brigham Young • • . • • .. • . • .. o 7 o o - 7 
Wyoming .. • • . • • .. .... 17 10 O 13 - 40 

Wyoming-Franklin I run (Jacobs 1<1ckl 
Wyoming-Fox l run (Jacobs klCkl 
Wyoming-FG Jacobs .12 
Brigham YC>Ung-Lyons A run CLilfenqu1st kick) 

CJ WJ'o~~i~~kl Kyranakis 70 pass from Synakowski 
Wyomlnq-FG Jacobs 42 
Wyoming-Synakowski 5 run (Jacobs kick/ 
'fJ:'d~~~i9f.9'9'J~a 9 pass from Wells (kick failed) 

the arm~ of Engleright at the 10 and he 
rammed it back to the 3. This time it 
was sophomore quarterback Gary Fox 
who completed the threat by blasting out 
the final yard on a sneak with 3:38 left. 

Again on . econd down of the next BYU' 
series, it was Kellerman who played 
havoc with the Cougar offense. He 
tormed in on Lyons and knocked him to 

the ground at the 14 and scooped up the 
ball when the BYU quarterback fum-
bled. The first of two 42-yard field goals 
by Jacobs resulted and Wyoming took a 
17-0 first-period edge. 

But the BYU strategy also had a de-
fensive charge in its plans and an inter-
cepted pass by tackle Gerald Me~ er put 
the Cougars on the scoring path in the 
second period. Me ·er picked off a Fox 
pass at the Wyoming 49 and returned it 
three yards. Ten plays produced a touch-
down with Lyons rolling out around left 
end for the final four yards. Joe Liljen-
quist 's kick made it 17-7 with 9 :10 left 
in the half. 

After Fox failed to move the Cowboys 
on their next series, Synakowski entered 
the game following an e ·change of punt~ 
and his third-down pa s to KHanakis for 
70 yards got the Cowboys going. 

Before the Cowboys wer • finished in the 
first half. a fumble r covery by lineback-
er Tom Gorman set up the second field 

oal bv Jacobs with one second left in 
the half and a 27-7 margin. 

TI1e Wyoming kicker ha made good on 
13 of 17 field-goal attempts includmg his 
.two Saturda . But he had a . Iring of 18 

traighl extra.point kicks broken when his 
final try hit the right upright and bounced 
out. 

The Cowboys fail d to s ore in th third 
period. but added two touchdowns in the 
final qtmrt r. Both were set up when 
BYU had to punt deep in its fC'mtorr 
and the owbo gained po session at the 
42 and 32-yard line . Synakowski got one 
of the cores on a rollout for four yards 
and quarterback \Ya n Wells made his 
fir t pa completion ood for a touch-
down by hitting flank r Larry Suganuma 
on a nme-yard toss with 34 seconds 1 ft 
in th game. Jacob m1 ed his e ·tra-
point try on this touchdown. 

Wyoming's defen!'ive game limited the 
Cougars to 129 yards in total offense. The 
Cowboy. recovered five BYU fumbles and 
interc pted thre passes. 

BVU al o had som defensive . trengtll 

··we beileve in that kind of discipline." 
Eaton continued that "we were playing 

on a bar of soap out there," in referring 
to the slippery playing conditions caused 
by snowfall Friday and Saturday morn-
ing. "Rut we were also playing for the 
sake of football and nothing else." 

Eaton looked over the roster sheet and 
continued, "We had to use players today 
who we never even thought would get into 
the game, let alone start." He especially 
praised the play of sophomore defensive 
backs Mike Newton and George Herrick 
who filled in for departed team members. 

"Something like this makes you sick," 
Eaton noted. "There were some fine young 
men among that group." 

ThE' problems hit the breaking point at 
Wyommg Friday when the black members 
of the Wyoming football team showed up 
at the field house wearing black arm 
bands in demonstration against the poli-
cies of Brigham Young University. 

Athletic Director Glenn J. Jacoby ex-
plained the situation further in the official 
announcement from the trustees. "The 14 
players were told not to participate in the 
Black Students Alliance protest of the 
football game with Brigham Young Uni-
versity, and not to wear arm bands in 
support of those who did join the protest. 

"The 14 came to Memorial Fieid House 
Friday morning wearmg the black arm 
bands in direct defiance of the football 
coaching staff and, therefore, were dis-
missed from the team." 

"Ample notice was given to all members 
of the football team regarding rules and 
regulations of the squad, some of which 
cover a ban on participating in student 
demonstrations of any kind," Jacoby 
continued. 

Jackson 
Lyons 
Griffin 
Glatch 

Lyons 
Jackson 

0 0 0 
\ND\VIDUAl STATISTICS 

RUSHING 
Wyoming 

All. Gain Avg. 
Franklin • 21 41 2.0 
Howe •.• 11 It. 1.5 
Fox • 7 O o.o 
Synakowski. 9 -3t. -4.0 
Kern 1 1 1.0 
Carducci • 5 20 •.O 

BYU 
Att. Gain Avg. 
21 42 2.0 
11 14 - 1.3 
1 - 7 7.0 

. 1 -5 -5.0 

PASSING 
BYU 

All. Comp. Int. Yds. 
25 10 3 113 
1 0 0 0 

Wyoming 
Alt. Comp. Int. Yds. 

Fox 
Synakowski 
Wells 
Franklin 

11 4 1 47 
20 8 0 164 
3 1 0 9 
1 0 0 0 

RECEIVING 

Homallk 
Jackson 
Bowers 
Glatch 

BYU 
No. 
5 
2 
2 
1 

Wyoming 
No. Yds. TD 

Kyranakis 6 134 1 
Anderson . . 1 17 0 
Howe 2 2 0 
Leake •. 1 28 0 
Frankl In 1 9 o 
Suganuma 2 30 1 

Yds. TD 
63 0 
21 0 
11 0 
18 0 

PUNTING 
BYU Wyoming 

No. Avg. No. 
9 35.8 Jacobs .••.. 9 

a the Cougars limited W ·oming to 42 
)ards ru hing, largely through th effort 
f d f nsrve end Jeff Slipp and Im backer 
ick Dixon 

Alert Tigers Trip 
Oklags by 31-21 

COLUMBIA, Mo. -(AP)- Sixlh-ratcd 
Missouri turned a fumble interception 
and short punt into two to~whdowns and 
a field goal Saturday. turnmg back gritty 
Oklahoma State's upsel bid 31-21 in a 
sleady rain 

It was the Tigers' fifth straight foot-
ball victory this season while Oklahoma 
State evened its record at 2-2 m its Big 
Eight opener before 51,000 fans. 

The Cowboys rode the passmg of Bo!> 
Cutburth and a couple of breaks to a 15-
15 tie late in the second period. However, 
misfortunes halted their bid for a third 
straight upset. 
. Three breaks enabled the 'L'igers to 

pile up a 31-15 lead. A 27-yard scoring 
pass from Cutburth to Bobby Cole with 
1 :44 remaining came too late for th e 

STATISTICS 
Oklahoma State Missouri 

Flrsl downs .... 
Rushing yardage . . . . 
Passing yardage 
Tot•! offen$e 
Pa~ses 
Punts 
Fumbles lost . . • 
Yards penalized • . . 

11 20 
141 238 

• 191 111 
332 3~9 

33-10-3 ~6·9·3 
9.37 9.34 

1 1 
15 20 

Cutburth which he appeared to grab on 
the bounce But an official ruled it an 
inlerception and the Tigers got a 22-
yard field goal from Henry Brown out 
of that. 

Later in the third period, Missouri got 
the ball at the Cowboys' 35 on a 28-yard 
punt by Cutburth. It took them six plays 
to score, with Joe Moore bursting the fi-
nal nine. 



Suspensions Divide: 
Wyoming's Campus 1 

(Continued from Page 56) \from Kush. "Eaton's a tricky 
Eaton's action in a meeting Fri- ~ascai,:· he said. } \•;ouldn't be-
day night in Laramie. The Uni-• lteve him on that. I 
versity of Wyoming Alumni As-: Meanwhile, four Negro bas-\ 
sociation also endorsed Eaton's: ketba!l players reP?rted for 
decision. practice Monday, ending specu-

Meanwhile, Arizona State Uni- lation that all of 'Vyoming's 
versity football coach Frank Black athletes might walk out in' 
Kush voiced support for Eaton sympathy with the suspended\ 
:\-londay. football players . 

"When you get into a situation\ The Black basketball players 
like that, there's nothing else on the Poke varsity include Carl 
you can do," Kush told the: Ashley of Denver, twice a West-1 
Phoenix Press Box Association. ern Athletic Conference first 

"I have great respect for team selection, sophomore 
Eaton as a coach and a man, Rocky Bell of Markham, ill., 6-7 
and I suspect, as he said, :\like Bannister of Cle\·eland, 
there was a lot of outside in- Ohio and guard Willie Roberson 
terest promoting the situa· of Denver. 
tion,'' Kush said. Wyoming cage coach Bill 

The Sun Devils host Wyoming Strannigan did not forbid his 
in a crucial Western Athletic team from joining the campus 1· 

Conference game Nov. L Eaton demonstrations as long as they 
has said that ASU will probably didn't take the demonstrations, 
win because of the disinissais. lwitht hem on to the basketball 

The remark brought laughter, court. 
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Wyoming Campus Divid'ed 
Over Player Suspensions 

Special to Rocky Mountain News The suspended players had I team who obeyed the rules 
LARAMIE Wyo _ The supported a student protest of and ham been working hard." 

Univers·ty of W"o~mg foot,.. Saturday's game against Brigh- . Sunday, the 'Vyoming Univer-
1 " • am Young, based on alleged ra-. s1ty faculty senate voted to op-

ball team opened practice cial policies of the Mormon 1 pose the dismissals and asked 
for this weekend's game Church which operates the instead that the athletes be tem-
a ""ainst San Jose State Mon- school. porarily suspended until a facul-a:y without the 14 Black As campus support mush- ty-student investigation could be 

I , d . . · d roomed for the suspended \\'yo- conducted . 
.Payers who nere tsmisse ming athletes , Coach Eaton re- A number of faculty members 
'>y <?o~ch. Llo:y-d Eaton for main~d firm in his decision not threatened to resign if the dis-
! participating m a protest to reinstate the players. missals weren't rescinded, and 
demonstration. "There is little chance the earlier, a student government 

But even as the Pokes gath- 14 players will be reinstated," group had urged the withdra\val 
ered on the practice field, the of student fees from the athletic 
campus continued to remain in Eaton said. "If 1 did that, it department unless the dismissed 
a state of turmoil and unrest in would be discriminating players were reinstated. 
he wak of the suspensions. against thE' -13 members of the Sunday, the Wyoming Unh·er-

sity faculty senate approved a 
motion to change the dismissal 
of the Black players to a tempo-
rary suspension pending an in-
vestigation. The faculty senate 
earlier had expressed its disap-
proval of Eaton's action. 

Monday, Donald A. Anderson, 
a professor of statistics, was 
chosen as acting chairman of an 
ad-hoc faculty student commit-
tee to investigate the dismissal 
of the players. 

Anderson said a meeting of 
the committee has not been 
scheduled, but will be held this 
week. He said the selection of 
faculty members was done in a 
\Vay to represent all colleges on 
the campus. 

Chosen as an alternate chair-
man \vas Arthur C. Burman, a 
professor in adult education. 
The student members of the 
committee ha\'e not yet been an-
nounced. 

University President Wil-
liam D. Carl ron, in a letter 
read at the faculty senate 
meeting, said although be re-
allzed 1he issues are complex, 
he will sup11ort the facult) 's 
request. 
Any actions taken by thef ac-

ulty senate and student commit-
tees, howver, are subject to ap· 
proval or disapproval of the 
Board of Trustees, governing 
body of the university. 

The Borad of Trustees upheld 
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Part of ' lac 14' Suit 
To Be Re-Tried Sept. 27 

U.S. District Judge 
Ewing T. Kerr today set 
Sept. 27 as the date for re-
trial of a portion of the 
Black 14 suit against the 
University of Wyoming 
board of trustees and three 
of the school's officials 
which was remanded by 
the U.S. 10th Circut Court 
of Appeals. 

The trial was set by Kerr 
to begin at 9:30 a.m. in U.S. 
District Court here. It will be 
restricted to deal only with 
that portion of the legal con-
troversy, now nearly two years 
old, involving reinstatement of 
the 11 remaining plaintiffs as 
members of the Wyoming 
football team. 

In his formal notice. ad-
dressed to Attorney General 
Clarence A. {Bud) Brimmer 
representing the university and 
attorneys for the 11 black 
athletes still parties to the suit, 
Kerr merely noted that the trial 
would be "confined to claims 
against the state officers for 
e q u i t a b 1 e and declaratory 
relief." 

Whether that relief now is a 
moot questioo remains to be 
seen. 

In its decision, the Court of 
Appeals upheld portions of the 
decision by Kerr handed down 
in March, 1970, which removed 
the state of Wyoming as one 
of the defendants, and struck 
out a claim of money damages 
sought by the plaintiffs in the 
amount of more than $1 million. 

But the appellate court 
op1mon, written by Judge 
W i 11 i am J Holloway of 
Oklahoma City, disagreed with 
Kerr·s decision in dismissing 
that part of their petition 
asking that the 14 black football 
players be reinstated as 
members of the Wyoming 
football team. 

While the Court of Appeals 
decision pointed out that it did 
not necessarily dit;;agree with 

the reasons advanced by the 
U.S. District Court for the 
latter action, it said "we do 
not feel that the present record 
s u p p o r t e d a summary 
disposition on the ground that 
. . . First Amem.dment prin-
ciples required or justified the 
defendants' action." 

The 10th Circuit ruling 
remanded the case to the U.S. 
District Court here with in-
structions that it be re-tried 
only on the issue of whether 
the complainants, who were fired 
from the team bv then Head 
Football Coach Llovd Eaton on 
Oct. 17, 1969. should be ordered 
restored to the team. 

Eaton's action subsequently 
was upheld by Uoiversity of 
Wyoming President Dr. William 
D. Carlson and the UW Board 
of T r u s t e e s a f t e r an 
emergency that ex-

tended into the early morning 
hours of Oct. 18. 

The dispute arose after the 
14 football players wore black 
armbands into Eaton's office at 
the UW Fieldhouse allegedly in 
protest against an impemding 
football game between 
Wyoming and Brigham Young 
University that took place the 
following day, Oct 18. 

There was no immediate 
i n d i c a t i o n whether the 
remainirig 11 plaintiffs to the 
suit would be willing to pres.s 
for a judgment based solely on 
their restoration to the team, 
a question that also might 
involve further questions of 
their actual eligibility to play 
football. 

AU except one of the 11 have 
left the Wyoming campus, and 
three that withdrew from the 
suit rejoined the team last 
season. 
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'Black 14' Dispute/ 
Back in Court Here 

Wyoming's celebrated 
Black 14 case resumed to-
day in U.S. District Court 
here with Attorney Gener-
al C. A. Brimmer asking 
that former University of 
Wyoming head football 
coach Lloyd Eaton be di.3-
missed as a defendant on 
the nearly two-year-old dis-
pute. 
Judge Ewing T. Kerr 

reserved a decision on the 
ruling and meantime began 
he a r in g testimony, almost 
two years after the time the 
case originally commenced 
before him. 

Eaton, who has resigned from 
the Wyoming athletic depart-
ment to become a pro football 
scout, was present in court 
today along with University of 
Wyoming President Dr. William 
D. Carlson, another defendant, 
as the 11 remaining plaintiffs 
out of 14 original ones in the 
case began another try to force 
their restoration to the team 
from which they were fired by 
Eaton and upheld by the UW 
Board of Trustees in 1969. 

The only one of the original 
Black 14 football players fired 
from the team after wearing 
black armbands into Eaton's 
office at the UW fieldhouse the 
morning of Oct. 17, 1969, in 

p r o t e s t against Wyoming team against BYU because of 
p I a yin g Brigham Young Mormon church doctrine would 
University the next day, who have been a violation of the 
was present at today's pro- First Amendment principle of 
ceedings was Mel Hamilton. He separation of church and state. 
also is the only one of the 11 The Mormon church owns and 
rem a in in g plaintiffs still / operates BYC. 
enrolled at Wyoming. Three While not indicating whether 
others withdrew from the suit it agreed with this theory or 
last year. not, the court of appeals 

The resumption of the trial decision said merely the suit 
aspect of the case was at the should be remanded to district 
decision of the U. S. 10th Cir- court here for a full hearing 
cuit Court of Appeals which last on this portion of the suit. 
May upheld two of three por- In t o d a y ' s proceedings, 
tions of a March, 1970, ruling Hamilton told of a meeting of 
by Judge Kerr dismissing the the Black Student Al]jance at 
lawsuit, but which ordered that the university several days pre-
a third be tried on its merits. ceding the confrontation in 

The Court of Appeals agreed Eaton's office that led to the 
to Kerr's dismissal of the state dismissal of the Black 14. 
of Wyoming as one of the Hamilton said today that after 
defendants in the case and also the meeting at which the dem-
the elimination of more than onstration against BYU sched-
$1 million in monetary damages uled for tbe following Saturday, 
sought by the plaintiffs, but Oct. 18, was discussed, the 
said the question relating to Black 14 football players held a 
whether the plaintiffs would be separate session among them-
reinstated on the team should selves. 
be be given a full trial in .U. He testified that the meeting 
S. District Court. was held because the decision 

Kerr had also dismissed the they made, apparently to parti-
suit on this grounds, upholding cipate in the protest, would 
the argument of then Attorney "greatly affect our lives" and 
General James E. Barrett, now that the football players felt 
a U. S. circuit judge, that for they should make the decision 
the university as a state insti- as "to what they wanted to do." 
tution to have permitted a "We ell decided we were in 
demonstration by its football this thing together," he said. 

He said after t11e 14 black 
football players went lo Eaton's 
office on the morning of Oct. 
17, wearing black armbands. 
Eaton told them : "Gentlemen 
you can save your time and 
breath because as of now you 
are off the football team." 

Hamilton said Eaton told the 
football ,players '·he didn't 
know what had gotten into us, 
that we had a fine football 
team with possibly another 
bowl game." 

He said Eaton told them that 
-BLACK 14 
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they had been brought by the 
university athletic department 
to Wyoming to get an education · 
and if they hadn •t been brought 

Wyoming, they probably 
"would be 'hustling.' " and that 
,he told them that 

,were."' 
Hamilton said Eaton pointed 

to Joe Williams. a spokesman 
for the Black 14, and said: 
'·You know better than that,"! 
and that he then pointed to 
Hamilton and said, "You know 
better than to test me." 

Hamilton testified that he 
thought Eaton was referring to 
an incident two years earlier 
when he had ordered Hamilton 
to quit dating a white .girl and 
that if Hamilton wanted to 
marry here, be should wait un-
til bis senior year. 

Earlier, Willie Black, then 
chancellor of the Black Student 
Alliance at UW in October, 
196~. testified that he couldn't 
confirm a key portion of testi-
mony given by Carlson in 1970' 
in which Carlson and Governor 
Hathaway asked the Black 14 

embers if they would play 
YU minus the armbands and 

they said no, and also said that 
they would not play football at 
Wyoming again as long 
Eaton was coach. 

But under questioning 
Brimmer, Black said there was 
a "'mixed response" to the 
question about playing again 
under Eaton which he said in-
cluded both "yes" 
answers. 

Both the governor and uni-
versity president have said 
previously the players testified 
they would not return as long 
as Eaton was coach and they 
intended wearing the black 
armbands in the Oct. 18, 1979. 
football game with B YU, 
which was key development 
that led the board of trustees 
to sustain the dismissal action. 



' 
By JACK K. GRAEME 

United Press International 

, 

A cJash between constitutional rights of free speech 
and religion was taken under consideration Tuesday by U.S. 
District Judge Ewing Kerr, climaxing a. two-day trial. 

Attorney General Clarence Brimmer said in final argu-
ments the 1-! black athletes kicked off the team by then-

e 
head coach Lloyd Eaton in 1969 chose the "wrong issue.'' 
He said in balancing rights of free speech against freedom 
of religion, religion must prevail in this case. 

The very constitution the plaintiff athletes based their 
argument on, he said, mandated the State of Wyoming re-
fused to let them use War Memorial Stadium for a protest 
against the Mormon faith during their game with BYU. 

r 
Attorney Weston Reeve, arguing for the athletes, said 

Eaton's rule prohibiting them from participating in demon-
strations was "clearly unconstitutional." 

He questioned the true motive they were removed 
from the team, saying evidence indicated it was to avoid 
embarrassing the university rather than constitutional 
concern. 

sideration 
The judge gave both sides 10 days to file proposed 

finding of fact and law, for his consideration. 
Just how many plaintiffs actually were still fighting 

the so-called ''Black 14" suit was left in doubt when Kerr 
asked Reeves where the other plaintiffs were. Only former 

-'BLACK 14' 
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P'layer Mel Hamilton appeared a~es Brigham Young Univer-
1
, 

.at the trial. Reeves replied the sity. 
:case was not a class action. They wanted to speak with 1 

Kerr also expressed doubts he Eaton about wearing armbands 
could reinstate men no lonier during the BYU game slated 
eligible to play on the team. for Oct. 18. 1969. The day ear-
When Reeves said Eaton and lier, he testified, he received a 
trustees were ''insensitive" and letter from the Black Student 
"naive" to interracial attitudes Association announcing plans for 
and problems, Kerr said he has the protest. 
never seen any official prejudice The former coach, now a tal· 
in Wyoming. ent scout for a four-team or-

Gov. Stanley Hathaway, the ganization, said he cautioned all 
final defense \Vitness, said none players in the spring and fall 
of the 14 agreed to play BYU of 1969 and again Oct. 14, 1969, 

!
without wearing protest arm-lnot to take part in demonstra-
bands when he queried them. He lions. 

ladded some also said they want- He said he did not want his 
ed Eaton removed as coach. players to participate in demon-

The governor said he told the strations because they might be 
blacks he thought they were: hurt, the morale of the team 
using the wrong issue, and that would suffer if they were split, 
(this was not the right approach into factions, such actions would: 
if they had a grievance against take them from class and their 
the university." grades might suffer. 

Hathaway said he felt Eaton's Eaton said there was "no 
r'.11e .against play~rs participa- way" he could let football play-1 
h~n m demonstrations on!Y ap- ers protest on or off the field.\ 
plied when they were acting as He told team tri-captain Joe 

l
a tea~, and therefore UW repre- Harold Williams _ one of the 
sentatives. blacks later filing suit - that 

Eaton testified Tuesday all on Oct. 16, 1969. 
p~ay~rs kne~. of . his. rule for-' When the 14 came to his of-
1bid<li?g participation m d~m~n- fice Oct. 17, wearing armbands, 
strations. However, he sa1d n_e he knew what they wanted, Ea-
would have taken. the_m .b~ ck if ton said. He told them it was 
they talked Wlth him mdividual- hard to understand how could 
ly'. and gained approval of their demonstrate against a faith 
urut coach and other team mem- or reli"ion thev knew nothin" 
hers. about ,, • ,, 

The trial in federal court was .. · . . 
ordered by the U.S. 10th Circuit T~.ere . was ~o~~ to <lis-
Court of Appeals to determine cuss, said Eawn. T~e rule 

1if the blacks were denied con-1was clear. 1:hey came m as a 
'stitutional rights· of free speech group, wear~g armbands. A_s 
in their first trial far as we v. ere concerned this 

The Appellate ·court upheld was a group demonstration." 
the lower court's dismissal of Eaton testified he told them 
the blacks' Sl.1 million lawsuit if they gave up their football 
against Eaton, school trustees scholarships and c o n tin u e d 
and the state. school through other financial 

Since the oristinal filina three aid when they were capable of 
blacks have O:opped out'of the fulfilling their contract it would 
action. be the same as accepting "ne-

Eaton testified he kicked the gro relief." 
14 off the team Oct. 17, 1969, 1 He verified telling them if 
because they broke a coaching they could not continue at UW 
'rule by walking across campus or felt the program unfair, they 
wearing black armbands to pro- should consider attending Mor-
test alleged racist policies of gan State or Grambling -
the Mormon Church which oper-, both predominately black. But 

he denied intending any racial 
slurs. 

He said he only used the term 
". egro relief" because he was 
talking to a group of blacks, ad-
ding he "could not see" why it 
might be offensive. 

Eaton flatly rejected earlier 
testimony by former player 
Melvin Hamilton that he ques-
tioned players' parentage or 
said any were in jail before be-
ing recruited to play for UW. 

"In 27 years of coaching I've 
ne ..:'r ed nat · ot -lan-
guage on any boy," said Eaton. 
''No one on my staff ever ques-
tioned a boy's birth or birth-
right." 

Eaton also testified no player 
ever complained to him of ra-
cial abuse from BYU players. 
He said he thought he had"ex-
cellent" relations with black 
players. 

The former coach testified he 
did not think it a "realistic pos-
sibility" the trustees would over 
turn his decision. He said he 
could not have maintained mo-
rale and di~cipline if that oc-
curred. 

UW trustee Cliff Hollon of 
Lusk testified he concluded after 
meeting ·ith the 14 athletes Oct. 
16 that they "demanded to 
wear black armbands the next 
day to protest." 

He aid he did not know if 
board bylaw permitted officia 
action v.itbout mmutes of th 
meeting being kept. • •o offici 
minutes of the emergency mee 

g '\Hth the tu dents or coa c 
ng taff ·ere made. 



- -:;'jlack 14' 
Hearings 
Ordered 

By TRACY RINGOLSBY 
United Press International 

The U.S. 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals Monday ordered new 
hearings on disputed issues of 
the "Black 14" lawsuit involv-
ing former University of Wyo-
ming athletes. 

However, the comt upheld the 
U.S. District ...::ourt's dismissal 
of the athletes $1.1 million 
damage suit against the uni 
versity's board of trustees, uni-
versity president William Carl-
son, and former head football 
coach Lloyd Eaton. 

The appellate court ordered 
a hearing on a charge by the 
black football players that they 
were denied freedom of speech 
guaranteed by the First Amend-
ment. The court said damages 
could not be awarded because 
the athletes were attempting to 
sue the state and agents of the 
state without the permission of 
the state , as required by law. 

The suit stems from October, 
1969, when 14 black football 
players were suspended from 
the Wyoming team by Eaton 
after a disagreement over the 
-HEARINGS 
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. fTOm :~ One) l~!~e~!~~age One) 
wearing of bl ck armbands in From the Albuquerque Armo-
protest o 1er the racial policies lry, where 1,250 National Guard 
of he . form on Church, whlch. troops were mobilized earlier in 
operates Bngham Young Uni- .t~e day, 200 guardsmen were 
vers1ty, which, along with Wyo- :dlSpatched to the UniYersity of 
ming, is a membeT of the West- New Mexico gymnasium to as-
ern A hletic Conference. sist police if needed. 

Three of the 14 have with- Plans for the state investiga-
drawn from the suit and re- tion were disclosed at the rallv 
enrolled at Wyoming, also re- by Attorney General David 
turning to i.he football team. Norvell and Lt. Gov. Robert 

St e off:i ·als said the blacks Mondragon. 
\\ere -mpended ~ause they The guardsmen were sent o 
emanded tc wear the arm- the campus at the request of 
oand~ on llbe playlllg field when Police Chief Donald Byrd , ho 

'yoming met BYU. The re- !ordered a curfew imposed n 
maining 11, headed by tailback 1hours . ahead of schedule. Byrd 
Joe 'd!lia:n_, said they did not and City Manager Richard Wil-
?emand t.c vear the bands dur-,son had announced a 7 p.m. to 
m::,- the game. 6 a.m. curfew but it went into 

sta·e officials claimed they effect at 5:30 p.m. 
banned U <J:~play because of Under the curfew all persons 
a pro men of Ole First Amend-!were ordered off streets in the 
ment which prev:des that a campus area under threat of 
~:.ate cannc.t take any action to arrest. Byrd said police al<o 
in erfere with the free exercisef~vould break up any ro\·ing 
of reli~1on. oands of youth in the downtown 

The Circuit Court of Appeals, area.. . 
hov.ever, did not feel enough Besides destruction at the 
e idrnce a_ brought out dur- au~o agency, the youths threw 
ing earlier htanngs and there- bncks and rocks through win-
fore req Jred f. rther investiga- dows of at least 25 neighboring 

and tH'imony by both s~ops and overturned scores of 
side". 1d1splays. Some looting was re-

c. A :S1immer, 1he state at- ported by police but within a 
torney eenual, caid the state short per~od the crO\\-d wa• 
btends to "rnpport its allega- scattered mto small group::. in 
lion ith qbstantial evidence the campus area. 

·The t;:reater weight of ou; "I .know .we have police 
e\ 1denre bould result in a fa- brut~11lty at times in Albuquer-
' or able d :,1on 1-0 the state," lque, Mondragon told 400 per· 
he sa;d. !sons gathered before a p!ywood 

A hearing date i ex-pected to platform. ''i:"ol~ce brutality is 
be set by Dibt. Judge Ewing T. irot alleged, it is factual. .. 
OU-TED L 'DJAl'S-5X p-iol The guardsmen ,~·ere called 
Kerr "in not Je~s than 30 days." .up by G.o~. Bnc~ King becauE~ 
_ _ city officials said oolic~ 
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Black 14 Ruling Seen 
I T o, ·Th Weeks 

A decision on the latest 
round in Wyoming's cele-
brated Black 14 case is ex-
pected to be forthcoming 
within two to three weeks. 

U. S. District Judge Ewing 
T. Kerr took the law1mit, as 
reduced to one issue by the 
U. S. 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals, under advisement 
here yesterday after asking 
plaintiff and defense attorneys 
to file with him proposed .fin-
dings of fact and conclusions 
of law within 10 days, the 
.filings to be made simultane-
ously. 

Kerr said that did not mean 
he would use the proposed 
findings submitted either by 
Attorney General C. A. Brim-
mer rep.resenting the defend-
ants or Weston W. Reeves for 
the 11 remaining black athletes 
in the suit, for his own decision, 
but added, "I want to know 
your thinking." 

Kerr made his announcement 
after both Brimmer and Reeves 
had concluded their arguments 
on the suit for a declaratory 
judgment against three Univer-

sity of Wyombg administrators 
and its board of trustees that 
U granted by the court, would 
order the reinstatement of the 
11 blacks to the Wyoming 
football team from which they 
and three others were fired on 
Oct. 17, 1969. The latter three 
have since been reinstated on 
the team. 

In the event Kerr should 
order the 11 reinstated, it was 
not immediately clear how 
many could be returned on the 
team since at least three of 
the plaintiffs are now pro 
football players and thus auto-
matically ineligible for further 
collegiate competition. 

Only one of the 11 black 
athletes, Mel Hamilton, now a 
student enrolled at Wyoming, 
appeared at the two-day pro-
ceedings in U. S. District Court 
here Monday and Tuesday. 
Where the other 10 were was 
not revealed. 

In yesterday's closing argu-
ments, Reeves asserted that the 
question of the original 14 black 
players "rights" was settled in 

an "atmosphere of confusion" 
and a lack of judicial tech-
niques during an emergency 
session of the University of 
Wyoming Board of Trustees on 
the night of Oct. 1819, 1969. 

It was during that session 
that the trustees finally voted 
to uphold the dismissal of the 
14 from the football team 
earlier in the day because they 
had worn black armbands to 
the office of bead football coach 
Lloyd Eaton in protest against 
a scheduled football game the 
next day with Brigham Young 
University. The university's 
Black Student Alliance had 
called for the demonstration to 
protest what it called "racist" 
policies of the Mormon church 
which owns BYU. 

Governor Hathaway, setting a 
precedent for a Wyoming 
governor's appearance in a 
federal court, testilied a short 
time earlier that as the climax 
of the trustees meeting, he and 
u n i v e r s i t y President Dr. 
William D. Carlson had taken 
the 14 blacks into Carlson's 

office off the trustees' board 
room on the Laramie campus, 
and Hathaway had asked the 
group if they would play in the 
scheduled game next day 
without wearing armbands and 
would play under Eaton. 

"I asked the players whether 
they would be willing to play 
the next day against BYU," the 
governor recounted from the 
witness stand. 

"Several of the player said 
they would not play without 
wearing the armbands, and 
none of the players said they 
would play without wearing 
them," the governor testified. 

He said he specilically 
recalled Willie Hysaw and Joe 
Harold Williams, now a pro 
football player with the Dallas 
Cowboys and then tri-captain of 
the Wyoming team, as speaking 
up and saying they would not 
play without wearing the arm-
bands. 

The governor said he then. 
asked U any of the 14 wouk! 
-BLACK 14 
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"play football for Wyoming 
irrespective of the (BYU) 
game." 

"At least four or five players 

!
said they would not play under 
Eaton," he said. "Again none 

l
of the players said they would." 

"None of them disputed the 
statements of the four or five 
(who spoke up), that they 
,would not play football again 
under Coach Lloyd Eaton," 
Hathaway said. 

Hathaway said he then 
"made the statement that I 

1
thougbt the athletes were using 

lthe wrong issue . . . this was 
. not the right approach if they 
1had other grievances." 

The governor said the 
· meeting then ended and he and 

Carlson went back to the board 
room and reported to the other 
trustees what had transpired. 

It was shortlv after that on 
a motion made by Al Pence, 
Laramie attorney and a 
trustee, that the action taken 
by Eaton on the Morning of 
Sept. 17 be sustained by the 
b o a r d . It was approved 
unanimously. 

In his closing 
Reeves contended that the 
silence by the members of the 
Black 14 who did not speak up 
did not mean agreement but 
possibly an opposite view. 

But Brimmer pointed out tha 
on Oct. 14, three days before 
the confrontation with Eaton, 
the 14 black athletes had held 
a separate meeting after a 
general session of the Black 
Student Alliance, had con-
sidered the consequences of 
what might happen, and had 
voted to support the demon-
stration "because we are all 
in this together." 
· B r i m m e r also 
Reeves' theory that silence 
meant disagreement by part of 
the Black 14 who spoke up, 
saying, ''When one fails to 
speak when he has a right to 
speak must be construed as 
acquieience w h en another 

\
speaks in his behalf." 

Reeves .categorized Eaton's 
rule against permitting partici-
pation in demonstrations by 
his football players as "uncon-
stitutional;' and also raised the 

· L sue of racial discrimination, 
saying that if the court ruled 
against the request for a 

. declaratory judgment then th 
state of Wyoming would be sub 
jected "to continued national 
scorn" and also "disrespect for 
the court." 

But Judge Kerr quickly in-
terjected that after living in 
Wyoming "for almost a half 
century, I have never observed 
any racial racial prejudice in 
Wyoming." 

Reeves retorted, "The court 
is naive to say there has been 
no r a c i a l prejudice in 
Wyoming," adding that be had 
evidence of it. 

Brimmer quickly objected to 
Reeves• remarks and the latter 
apologized. Brimmer subse-
uently in his own closing 
tatement said ·'the record h 

completi:ly devoid of any racial 
prejudice on the part of the 
people involve(!· in this unfor-
tunate inc'dent.'' 



14 Ousted UW Athletes 
Seek Court Relief Here 

Fourteen black athletes 
dismissed two weeks ago 
from the Wyoming football 
team filed a lkwsuit in 
U. S. District Court here 
today asking a restraining 
order as well as a perman-
ent injunction to restore 
them to the team and a to-
tal of $1,100,000 in dam-
ages against the s t a t e, 
three school officials and 
the university b o a r d of 
trustees. 

William Waterman, a Pon-
tiac, Mich., attorney for the 
National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, 
filed the complaint in the U.S. 
District Court Clerk's office in 
the federal center at 10:45 a.m. 
after he first appeared before 
U. S. District Judge Ewing T. 
Kerr to be admitted to practice 
in the Wyoming federal court. 

There was no indication when 
Kerr would set a bearing for 
arguments on the case, but it 

Colder tonight. 
Warmer Friday. 

Tribune Leader-Sun, Vol. 75, No. 249 
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appeared certain it would not 
be scheduled today. 

The suit, signed by all 14 
blacks fired by Head Coach 
Lloyd Eaton for wearing black 
armbands to his office, after a 
prior warning against demon-
strations against a scheduled 
football game with Brigham 
Young University, listed Eaton, 
Wyo m i n g Athletic Director 
Glen J. (Red) Jacoby, Univer-
sity Presiaent Dr. William D. 
Carlson and all 12 members of 
the board of trustees as defend-
ants, as well as the state of 
Wyoming itself. 

The petition recited the cir-
cumstances of the dismissal 
and charged the 14 black ath-
letes bas been deprived of their 
"right to peaceably demon-
strate under the Constitution of 
the United States." 

It said the 14 were "suspend-
ed and dismissed from the foot-
ball team without cause and 
for the sole reason that they 
wore armbands in peaceable 
and symbolic demonstration." 

It added, "act of dismissal 
was taken without proper bear-
ing, without any written notice 
of charge, or specification of 
charges, without the presenta-
tion of evidence against the 
(black ·athletes) and without 
giving (them) the opportunity 
to present evidence in their own 
behalf and in violation of the 
rights of the plaintiffs secured 
by the First, Ninth and Four-
teenth Amendments of the 
United States Constitution and 
Article I, Sections 3, 6, 7, and 
21 of the Wyoming State Con-
stitution." 

The complaint asked the U. 
S. District Court to convene a 
three-judge court "at the earli-
est practicable time" to con-
sider the case. It also asked 
that the court issue a restrain-
ing order and, after a hearing 
on this, a preliminary and then 
a permanent injunction against 
the defendants. 

Such order, the petition stat-
ed, should prevent the defend-
ants from "dismissing, sus-
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Cheyenne, Wyoming, Thursday, October 30, 1969 

pending, disciplining or other-
wise depriving" the 14 blacks 
of the.ii· alleged rights. 

:Mel Hamilton, Earl Lee and 
Ron Hill, and the others were 
Tony McGee, Willie Hysaw, 
Jerry Berry, Ivy Moore , Earl 
Grimes, James Isaac and Tony 
Gibson. 

It also asked that Eaton, Ja-
coby, and the others be forbid-
den by court order from dis-
couraging a n y professional 
scouts, college officials or any 
other employers or agents 
"from maintaining and having 
a favorable interest in said 
plaintiffs." 

Eaton, Jacoby, Carlson and 
the trustees each were sued in 
his official capacity as an agent 
of the State of Wyoming. 

Recounting the circumstances 
of the dismissal of the 14 
blacks, the complaint said: It also asked for a declara-

tory judgment that the actions 
of the university were "dam-
aging and unconstitutional" and 
that the court award damages 
of $75,000 for each of the 14 
black athletes together with 
punitive damages of $50,000, or 
a total of $1,100,000. 

Seven of the 14 brought the 
suit in their own name and the 
other seven, who are below le-
gal age, through "their next 
friend," Joe Williams. 

Besides Williams, the seven 
who sued in their own name 
were John M. Griffin , Donald 
K. Meadows, Ted Williams, 

Repose 
is not the 

destiny of man. 
-Justice Holmes 

"On Oct. 16, 1969, Coach 
Lloyd Eaton spoke with black 
tri-captain Joe Williams, a sen-
ior tailback, in Eaton's office, 
and advised Joe Williams that 
he could not participate in any 
peaceable demonstration. 

"Williams informed Eaton 
that he would discuss the mat-
ter with the black football play-
ers and he would talk to the 
coach on Friday. 

"On Friday, at 9:30 a.m., 
Williams and the other 13 black 
football players entered the 
football coaches' ofiice in Mem-
orial Fieldhouse. cast side. 
They were in civilian clothes 
and were wearing black arm-
bands. Williams asked Coach 
Eaton if he would discuss the 
matter of the BYU protest with 
the 14 players. Eaton said he 
would discuss the matter and 
then he took the players to the 
first two cement rows of the 
bleachers of the Fieldhouse, 
where he talked to the players 
for 15 minutes, and the black 
athletes were not allowed to 
present their views at said 
meeting. During (the) speech 
he advised the black athletes 
that they were dismissed from 
the football squad for wearing 
black armbands." 

The complaint said the dis-
missal action bad the effect of 
"penalizing" the 14 black ath-
letes, and was intended, for 
"exercising the rights" protect-
ed by the Constitution, and was 
for the purpose of compelliing 
the blacks to "conform to the 
personal and undefined con-
cepts of personal behavior and 
conduct and self-expression" of 
the university officials. 

Eaton's policy with resnect 
to the demonstrations, the c-um-
plaint said. and its ratification 
by the trustees "has a chilling 
effect" on civil rights and "vio-
lates the fundamental stand~rds 
of fairness." 

"It allowed the suspension of 
the black athletes when there 
were no compelling circum-
stances. justifying summary ac-
tion, without written notice, a 
prior hearing, the opportunity 
to be represented by :::ounsel, 
present evidence and call wit-
nesses to testify in their behalf 

" 
The petition added that dis. 

missal of the 14 would harm 
their careers and also lose them 
"their chance to be observed 
by professional scouts as po-
tential professional foot b a 11 
players during the 1969 football 
season, and has caused plain-
tiffs severe emotional and men-
tal stress and anxiety." 
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W Y 0 1\1 IN G FOOTBALL 
coach Lloyd Eaton, and soph· 
omore flanker l\like Leake, 
19, of Keokuk, Ia., (12), lis· 
ten to the Cowboys' leading 

pass receiver, senior split 
end Bill Kyra1:akis. 22, of 
Uniondale, N. Y. The Pokes 
began drills Monday prepar-
ing for Saturday's game 

with San Jose State without 
the se1·vices of 14 Negro 
players fimd by Eaton last 
Friday. 

<UPI) 

Battle Lines Forming 
In University Dispute 
By United Pre s International 

Battle lines were being-
drawn s\\iftlr in Wyo111ing 
in the di:pute over strnpen-
sion of 1 I r egro players 
from the University of 
Wyoming football team. 

In Cheyenm' bartender .Tolin 
Slagl0 said he and SC'\'er;i! 
friends oh la med 3.500 sip1a-
tures wit 11 a i'c·w hours \~ork 111 
support of !wad coach Lloyd 
Eaton. 

l'hc• petiUons, which will h • 
mailed to Wyoming U11iv<'rs1t~· 
Pl'ewk•111 Wilham lJ Carlson, 
annonncc<l the si "ncrs support 
Coach Llo)d Eaton in his ac-
tions \\ ith the dcmonstratin~ 
plln crs dism1::;sl'd from l~1c 
W:-;oming football !Pt11n for 111· 
fraction of rules und in !ruc-
tions." 

Slagle said the idea for th~ 
pctil1011 came during a rncding 
with a few friends at the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Po~t 
1881 in Cheyenne. Slagle said 
he and his friends went to area 
tavern::. to get signature. on the 
pctltionti. 

The Rock Spring~ Cily Coun 
cil decided to hold a s1>ec1al 
meeting tonight to cons1dC'r t11e 
possibility or passing a rc~olu
t ion ju support of Eaton and 
urging other officials to ronlinuc 
backrng I•:aton in his mm '. 'l'hl' 
re olution was ex1a•ctrd to w111 

pprO\ aJ. 
In Laramie. the Rl ide11t 

Hall Association Council of Ule 
University of Wyoming, com-
posed of nwmbcr representa-
tives of all dormitories on cam-
pus, passed a rcsolut ion in sup-
port o( the Stucknt Senate. 

The Sena1e rallrd for rcin-
statC'mcnt o( lhe pla~ ers and 
rallC'd for a "frC'l'ZC' .• on an cs· 
linrntccl $60,000 in student funds 
"hich go for tlw athletic prn-
gra111. 

Thr Hesidcnt llall Co11nc1l 
alsn r.1HhJr~ed a move for a pub-
lic invc•st 1ga ti on of I he 1nc irlcn !. 

Glenn .I. .racohy, athldic di-
rector for W~ oming Uni\'C~r:;ily 
said he favored the idea of a 
stuckllt . faC>ulty committee to 
:study the incident. 

"I think it 1s ;i good idl'll .'' 
Jacoby said. ''II is ;i step in the 
rinht dircrllon Iol' belier un<lcr-
st~nding of the iiiSUeS involved." 

The student-faculty comm1l-
tcc plans ils first nwcting into 
the incidenl 6::!0 p.m. Wcdnes-
dav in the Student Union Ball-
ro~m. Spokesmen said the com-
mittee would "question each 
part1c1pant m !ht' situation and 
examine :lit other dct,ails 111 or-
der to compile the facts, and 
nothing but the facts, to satisfy, 
hopcfull), everyone." . 

The mcl'ting will be pubhc, 
buL only committc·e members 
and persons clir<'dly ill\olvNl in 
the :s1tua lion will he a llowPcl to 
speak. officials said. 

ln other artwn '.\loncla., state 

Rep. C. H. (Cliff) Davis, R-Gil-
lclle, isslwd a statement an 
nouncing his support of Eaton 
and the university's Board of 
Trustees in backing him. 

"In my opinion, if the uni-
vcrsil~ barks up in any way un 
their derision, l would urge oth-
er state legislators to he very 
hc~itant in obligating state 
fonds to the univC'rsiy when we 
don't know if wr have a uni-
YPrsily,' Davis said. 

"There is no doubt in mv 
mind that if the incident h.t(l 
involved 14 while Hlhlctes, the 
resulting action would have 
been the same •• 

In ;ins\1cr lo studrnt threats 
to ln•czc :;h1ctent athletic fees. 
Jacohv noted that $7.50 fee paid 
bv l'H~h suclent was "primarily 
a~ admission ticket lo athletic 
events at the university. and 1s 
i1ot for operation or mainte· 
11ancc of the athletic depart-
ment." Tr students freeze the 
funds .Jacoby said they would 
ha 1·e 'to pay regular admission 
priec for games. 

Markets 
now 

INTERIM 
:111 Industrials 
20 n.1ils 
15 Ufilitil'S 
6~ S!otk:> 

JONES 
AVERAGES 

815.8.'l up 6.60 
19!!.2·1 llll 0.21 
118.!).t llll 0.67 
2!H.50 1111 1.55 

IllLO, llawaii (UPI 
University of Hawaii reg 
a11proving free tuition fo 
deserving students yeste 
skipped ov.~r one prospec 
Shirley An, a freshman. 

Miss Au was divorced } 
year from llonohtht Oiln 
Wendell Phillips, adjul 
professor of archeology 
the Univrrsity of Wy&mitl 

Pb;i!ips, reputed to isc 
worth $120 million, agrec<l1e 
pay Shirley $660 a rnontltm 
alimony and up to $1,lOlre. 
y.ear in tuition if she wnt 
to college and did not o 
marry_ 

The Hawaii regents c o 
eluded Miss Au should not ; 
among the 278 ''in need d 
financial assistance." h 

Eaton 
Won't 
Resign 

LARAMIE - Co a(: . 11 Lloyd Eaton reiterated 0 day he had · no intention a 
resigning as he~d fo.otb g 
coach at the Umvers1ty 
Wyoming. 

Eaton, who has been footbin 
coach at Wyoming since z962 
and has the most impressive 
stri.ng of. victories in tb.e sch<lUl 
history, said he was ~oncentrat· 
ing on the forthcoming home· 
coming game here Saturday 
with San Jose State· 

"Our big job is to prepare 
for the homecoming game an 
get our football team in shap 
for that,'' he said. 

He said he was pleased th• 
Cowboys who played agains 
Brigham Young University her 
Saturday c•ame out of that con 
test free of any serious injuries 

The team that meets San J os• 
State Saturday will have to be 
"a little deeper," Eaton said, 
and it will need some more 
polish. 

As for the 14 blac~ athletes 
whom he fit•ed last Friday from 
the team, Eiaton said that be-
cause of remarks they have 
made, there was no way the\ 
eoul<l continue to play football 
under his direction. 

For them now to do so in 
light of subsequent events sur-
rounding their controversy over 
their dismissal would be injur· 
ious to team .morale and discip-
line, he said. 

Informed what Governor Hath-
away said in Cheyenne this 
morning 1about the 14 black play-
ers indicating they intended 
playing last Saturday with black 
armbands on their football uni-
forms, Eaton said this was ap-
pan·nt from the list of demand> 
the Black Students Alliance had 
served on the Wyoming Athletic 
Department rand President Wil -
liam D. Cnrlson as well as llw 
commissioner for the Western 
Athletic Conference, Wiles Hal -
lock. 

Willie Blaelc, chancellor of thn 
BSA, listed these demand~ to-
day: 

-University officials at Wyo 
ming, as well as other schools 
in the WAC, not USC studelh 
monies and nnivcrsity facilities 
lo play host to, and thereby, in 
part sanction those "inhuman 
racist policies of lhc LDS 
church.'' 

-Athletic directors in the 
Western Athletic Conference re 
fuse to schedule and play game,, 
with BYU so long as the LDS 
church continues such policies 
as outlined above." 

Black athletes in the WAC 
protest in some way any con 
test with BYU so long as the 
LDS church continued such pol-
icies. 

-All white people of good will 
-athletes included-protest w1tl1 
their black fellows a polic:or 
clcarlv "inhuman and racist.' 
the symbols of protest to be the 
black armband worn throughout 
any contest involving BYU. 

an 
By ,JJ\Ml·;S M . .-LINCIIUM 

1•:<11tor. The Tribune 
GoYcrnor Hathaway, de-

8tri\Jing himself ns "dis-
mayed by distortion of 
events·• surrounding the 
diRmissal of 11 l>h1ck ath-
letes from the University 
of Wyoming football team, 
revealed toclav he had heun 
informed by. the players 
thenrnelves they had ifl-
tcnded to wear protP><t 
armbands on their .i<'rf-lt>YR 
had they been ctllowe<l to 
play in Saturday's game 
ag·aim1t Brigham Young 
University. 

• 
Sin ame 

The governor, who partici· 
putPd in the lengthy session be-
t ween university trustees. ad-
m i111strators and the athletes 
that bcg<111 Friday night and ex-
tenclecl in lo the early morning 
hours of Saturday, said the con-
t rovcrsy was "not a racial issue 
ancl should not be made inlo 
one." 

"Tf 14 white athletes had vio-
lated the same rule of disci-
pline under the same circum-
stances," the governor said to-
day in an interview with this 
newspaper, "they undoubtedly 
would have been dismissed 
from the squad." 

Hathaway said he hoped Head 
Football Coach Lloyd Eaton re 
mained at the helm at Wyoming 
"for a good long while." 

"I don't think Lloyd Eaton is 
a quitter and I don't think he's 
going to quit becat..se of an 
event surrounding this demon-
stration," the governor said. 

"I think the coach and the 
assistant coaches arc rather 
hurt because of the allegation 
thnt they may be racially prej-
udiced because I think that 
I hey have demonstrated exactly 
the opposite for a good long 
lime,'' Ilatha way said. 

Ila tlia way said it had been 
verified to the board of trustees 
that Eaton had warned the 
blacks on the football team at 
least the day before they were 
dismissed that no demonstra-
tions would be permitted by 
them in connection with the 
BYU game Saturday. 

They were dismissed Friday 
111'0rning when they came to 
Eaton's office at the fielcU10use 
wearing black armbands on 
thrir sleeves. 

For the first timo, the gov-
ernor made it clear the blacks 
intended wearing the armbands 

on their football jerseys, had 
they been allowed to play 
against BYU in the game last 
Saturday. 

"The black students iolcl Dr. 
(William D.) Carlson (president 
of the univcr~ily) and myself 
they would not play in the foot-
ball game with Brigham Young 
without wearing black arm-
bands," the govemor said to-
day· 

"Severa I of the students a !so 
stated that they would not play 
football again for the University 
of Wyoming if Lloyd Eaton re· 
mained as coach," the governor 
said. 

The chief executive said the 
statements were made in a 
meeting that he and Carlson 
held with the black athletes 
after the governor and univer-
sity president had conferrccl 
for an hour with the trt1stees. 
The meeting with the blacks 
was held in Carlson's office. 

"Under those circumstances," 
the governor said today, refer-
ring to the blacks' ultimatum 
about wearing armbands in the 
game, and also to their demand 
that Eaton be fired or they 
would refuse to play for Wyo 
ming further, "the president and 
the bnard of trustees had no 
alternative otl:\er than to sup-
port Coach Eaton in his decision 
to dismiss the protesting team 
members." 

Hathaway said "demonstra-
tors cannot be permitted to run 
a university·" 

"The state of Wyoming," the 
governor said, "is proud of its 
athletic teams which have rep-
resented the state very well. 

''The people of Wyoming have 
been proud of the black ath-
letes who have contributed so 
much to the success of past and 
present aU1letie teams," he add-

ed. "Coach Eaton and other 
coaches at the University of WY· 
oming have repeatedly demon· 
stratccl their moral intcgrity•nd 
racial u1rnre jud ice. 
· "It is •nost unfortunate," the 

governor sai<I, "that a demon-
stration on an issue beyond thei1• 
control should result in the loss 
of these young men lo the foot-
ball team. Tht.1 rest of the world 
should know that Wyoming is 
proud of its black citizens. We 
arc not nor will we be anti· 
black. We do not have a double 
standard to judge any man." 

But, he emphasized, "a dem-
onstration for freedom cannot 
succeed if it restricts another 
freedom-in this case freedom 
of religious belief.'' 

In the meeting with all 14 
black athletes Friday night in 
the university president's office, 
Hathaway revealed, the "chan-
cellor'' of the Black Students 
Alliance which was given formal 
recognition by the student body 
at UW on'Y last April, also was 
presenl. He is Willie Black, a 
36-year-old graduate student. 

Hathaway said. in reply to a 
question, that the meeting of 
the trustees, look as long as it 
did-from about 8 p.m. Friday 
until 3:30 a.m. S<1turday, be-
cause tl1ey wanted to hear all 
sides and get full information 
before making a decision. 

"I think unquestionably that 
the great majorily of the people 
of Wyoming, the students and 
the faculty (at the l.lniversity) 
support Coach Eaton and the de-
cision of the board of trustees 
and the president to back Coach 
Eaton," the governor said today. 
"I think tbe majority of the 
people of this state resent the 
implication that because of this 
incident, this state is in any 
way anti-black." 



BYU Ban Rejected 1/i3/7c 
LARAlUIE-Associated Stu-

dents at the University of 
Wyoming last night defeated 
a bill which would have UW 
sever all relations w i t h 
Brigham Young University. 

The vote was 17 tn 1. 
The Student Senate decid· 

ed "a more !>Ositive attitude 
should be taken with BYU." 

T h e athletic committee 
Friday eave no further dis-

cussion to a letter stating 
that "no disciplinary action 
be taken against those stu-
dents who find participation 
in intercollegiate activities 
with BYU to be against their 
moral !>rinciples." 

ASUW also passed a bill al-
locating $150 for its publicity 
committee, to keep the UW 
student body informed of 
Senate action. 
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Wyoming Bans Blacl s- • IDS 
LARAMIE (Wyo. l - (UPI\ - The 12th-ranked 

\\ yommg Cowboys, tl1ell' squad riddled by the dis-
m1s:>al of 14 black players. played nearly flawless foot-
ball yesterday in whipping Brigham Young Gniversit) 
40-7. 

With the Black Students Alliance protestmg out-
1de the stadium along with many of the players di 

nussed by Coach Lloyd Eaton for wearing black arm-
bands, the Cowboy defense swanned BYU to set up 
the majority of Cowboy points, forcing five Cougar 
fumbles. 

The blacks protested the alleged racial policies of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (l\Ior-
mon) which operates BYU. There were no incidents 
during the game. 

Bob Jacobs, leading luck-scorer in the nation. hit 
two field goals of 42 yards each and four conversions 
as the Pokes won their fifth straight game. 

Athletic Director Glenn J. Jacoby said early yes-
terday the black athletes defied ''rules and regulations" 
by wearing the armbands into tbe field house Friday 
for a talk with Coach Lloyd Eaton. 

The school's trustees, coaches and Wyoming Gov-
ernor Stanley K. Hathaway, met until 5:30 a.m. EDT 
yesterday trying to resolve the conflict. Wyoming wa 
unbeaten and twelith ranked nationally. The Co'' ho~. 
are seeking their fourth traigbt We tern Athletic 
League title_. 

''I came to \' yommg becan e ot Lloyd • aton and 

I'm leaving because of Eaton," said offensive center 
Don Me ado" s, 27 of Dem: er 

"All llie black athletes are together and e dl'e all 
leavmg, including the ba ketball players. ' 

Eaton said discipline on his team would ha\ e shat-
tered had he not dismi sed tbe Negroes. 

''If we backed off discipline would all off. Out 
would go all that we have worked our whole life for " 

"We talked to them the night before and told them 
not to wear the armbands and not to demonstrate as 
a group. They did, and it was an open defiance of the 
rules." 

Eaton said when the player came into his office 
\\-earing the armbands there was nothing left to talk 
about. He said the incident likel · wonld hurt recruiting 
among black football players. 

Jacoby said tbe incident \\as unfortunate "but an 
open defiance of a coaching staff regulation cannot be 
tolerated." 

BYU has been a target of Black Protest several 
times in recent years. Negroes protest tbe racial be-
liefs of the church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
I Mormon) which operates the Provo, Utah, universitv. 
game. 

Brigham Young Unh ers1ty President Ernest L 
\\ 1lkinson aid that black athletes are welcome at 
DYl "but we don't want them under any false impre!;-
~1011 · .•. / 

"ilh.·m on .aid blac • atletes ha e playP.d on B'r l 

var It) teams in tbe past although he could not re-
member \\ilo or \\hen. He also ·aid some .Negroes 
h;n been apµroaehed about attending BYL but d -
crined 

He aid all • egro pro pects are warned that they 
1rught not have much social life because there are 
virtually no Negroes in Provo, where BYU is located 
\\ ilkinson claimed there is only one Negro family 
among the town's more than 36.000 residents. 

Five of the players dismissed were scheduled to 
start yesterday. Another had started in previous 
games.1 

"Fourteen players "ere told not to partici-
pate in a Black Students Alliance protest of the football 
game with Brigham Young University and not to l\ear 
black armbands in support of thoise who did join the 
prote t." Jacob. said. 

"The 14 came to Memorial Field House Friday 
morning wearing the black armbands in direct defi-
ance of the football coaching staff and therefore were 
dismissed from the team. · 

'Ample notice was given to all members of tbe 
ootball team regarding rules and regulations of the 

squad, some of which cover a ban on participation in 
tudent demonstrations of any kind," Jacoby said. 

There was no recourse then when the 14 player 
a a group and noi a individuals came to a meeting 
with the coache Friday morning," he ·aid ''\\e had 
no <'hoice but to drop th m from thf'! quad 



H8af 1ng~ Dare Ex Petiet,_, 
In UW Black 14 Case 

Wyoming attorney general C. dismiss filed by this court on 
A. Brimmer said Wednesday he March 25 1970 is vacated with 
expected U.S. District Judge 'respect to dismissal of the 
.Ewing Kerr to set a hearing claims a6ainst the state officers 
'date within two weeks on for equitable and declaratory 
!"disputed issues" of the so- relief and that further 
called Black 14 case. proceedings be held in con-

Brimmer said be believed the formity with the ~,andate of 
judge would set the date for the court of appeals. 
July. Th 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals Monday ordered the 
district court to hold "full 
evidentiary" hearings con-
cerning the demands by 14 
former University of Wyoming 
football players to wear arm-
bands in a game against 
Brigham Young. 

1he players said they were 
dismissed from the UW football 
team in October 1969 after 
requesting to wear armbands 
on c a m p u s . Meanwhile 
University officials said the 
black athletes demanded to 
wear the bands during the 
game. 

The blacks three of which 
are no longer involved in the 
legal action were protesting 
alleged practices of the :Mor-
mon Church which sponsors 
BYD. 
I The appellate court upheld 
the district court's dismissal of 
a Sl.1 million damage suit filed 
by the blacks against the UW 
B o a r d of Trustees UW 
President Dr. William Carlson 
'and former head football coach 
Lloyd Eaton. 

The federal court sent the 
attorney general's office a 
notice late Wednesday saying 
the court orde1ed that •·the 
order motion to 



nation in rushing defense and is ranked 
16th. Next to two national parks, foot-
ball-University of Wyoming football-
is about the biggest thing in the state. 
And so, at the university, Eaton has per-
haps more influence than Dr. William 
D. Carlson, the president. He certainly 
is more popular than Stanley K. Hath-
away, the governor. And now he is con-
vinced that he is the target of a Black 
Power plot. 

"We·ve played Brigham Young for 
_ many years," Eaton said one day last 

week. "Why haven't we had a demon-
stration before? And we've had Negro 
players here since 1960. I'll tell you why. 
This is the first year the Black Student 
Alliance has been on campus. Now 
they"re organized and ready to act. The 
WAC was picked because of Brigham 
Young. And we were picked as the trig-
ger because of our rule against dem-
onstrations. It all fits." 

"The whole problem is that no one 
understands us," said Joe Williams, the 
Wyoming tailback and one of the team's 
three captains before he became one of 
the exiled 14. "If Eaton had, none of 
this would have happened. His story of 
a racial plot is ridiculous. We knew about 
the rule against protest and we went to 
him on that Friday morning only to see 
if we couldn't work something out. We 
felt very deeply about this, but we just 
wanted to talk to him. We wanted to 
see if we could wear black armbands in 
the game, or black socks, or black X's 
on our helmets. And if he had said no 
we had already agreed that we would 
be willing to protest with nothing but 
our black skins." 

Both sides agree they met first in Ea-
ton's office and that the coach took them 
into the field house. There the¥ stop 
agreeing. Eaton claims he listened to 
them for 10 minutes and then told them 
that they were out. 

"Like hell he gave us 10 minutes," 
said Williams. "He came in, sneered at 
us and yelled that we were off the squad. 
He said our very presence defied him. 
He said he has had some good Neee-
gro boys. Just like that.'" 

"Then he said it was stupid for us to 
be protesting against a faith and a re-
ligion none of us knew about," said Wil-
lie Hysaw, an ex-receiver. "Talk about 
stupid! Do you know that Ted Wil-

But Eaton contends they knew his rule: play-

ers may only act singly, not as a faction. 

Iiams [another of the 14] is a Mormon?"' 
When University President Carlson 

learned of the dismissals , he called the 
governor, who drove over from Chey-
enne in a snowstorm. A board of trust-
ees meeting was called hastily, and 18 
hours later, early Saturday morning, the 
trustees announced that they were back-
ing Eaton all the way. 

Across the state support for Eaton 
poured in. The cowboy element was an-
gry. When seven members of the fac-
ulty said they would resign unless the 
14 were reinstated, the Touchdown Club 
in Casper said it was raising money to 
get the seven out of the state. The stu-
dent senate came out in favor of a hear-
ing on the issue-which caused the rest 
of the students to call for an impeach-
ment of the senate. A faculty-student 
ad hoc committee was formed to in-
vestigate, and then was never heard from 
again. The school paper came out for 
the 14, and then Phil White, the editor, 
resigned. Carlson called a press confer-
ence, was backed into admitting, un-
intentionally, that at Wyoming football 
came first and civil rights second. When 
he realized what he had said, the press 
conference was over. One member of 
the state legislature said that if Eaton 
backed down, there would be trouble 
with the university budget next year. Ea-
ton wasn't about to back down. 

Meanwhile, at San Jose State the team 
voted to wear multicolored armbands 
against Wyoming in support of the 14, 
and groups at other WAC schools de-
manded that Wyoming be dropped from 
their schedules. 

"It's building," said Bill Waterman. 

'"All across the country. Building and 
building. This will be a new day for the 
college athlete, both black and white." 

At Wyoming the Black Student Al-
liance said it would set up picket lines 
at the San Jose game. Governor Hath-
away said he was ready to call out the 
National Guard. Everyone was in a pan-
ic. The university, in an official letter, 
which Waterman has, said it understood 
on good authority that 2,000 Black Pan-
thers were headed for Laramie. "That"s 
not only a lie,' ' said Waterman, '"it's 
criminal." 

On Saturday, an hour before the game, 
Vernon Breazeale, the chief of the Lar-
amie police force. watched as an or-
derly group of 134 pickets circled 200 
feet from the stadium gate. "One thing 
I want these kids to understand," Breaz-
eale said, "is that we are here to pro-
tect them, not to fight with them. Their 
fight is with the university, not with us. 
All the football players on the football 
team are good kids, both the black and 
white ones. Real gentlemen. I remember 
another coach we had here. He used to 
bring in ex-convicts to play. Real hood-
lums. Always drunk, always in trouble. 
We used to club them over the head 
until the blood ran down the side of 
their mouths. I'm glad these kids today 
are different." 

He watched as a black girl silently car-
ried a sign that said: "Something is hap-
pening here, but you don't understand 
what it is, do you?" 

"I guess that sign says it all," some-
one said. 

'"Yeah, I guess so,'' said Chief Breaz-
eale. END 
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FORMER EAST JUNIOR IDGH SCHOOL principal Mel Hamilton poses in his office at the Rushmore Building in downtown Casper 
Thursday afternoon. An investigation from April 1997, which was recently released, conferms Hamilton's claims of a racially intoler-
ant work environment at East Junior High. 

(AP Photo/Dan Cepeda/Casper Star-Tribune) 

Report details racism against principal 
Hostility toward Mel 
Hamilton ranged from 
innuendo to more 
obvious slurs, remarks 

CASPER (AP) - Employee 
racism against a black middle 
school principal undermined his 
ability to lead, according to an 
investigator hired by school 
officials. 

The Casper Star-Tribune 
uc.:cessfully sued Natrona 

County School District to release 
a report on Mel Hamilton, an ex-
principal who complained of 
racism at East Junior High 
School. 

The report found hostility 
against Hamilton ranged from 
innuendo to the obvious. the 
Star-Tribune reported 1n 
Thursday's editions. 

Slurs were common in 
hallway and the lunchroom. 
aid the 1998 report. Some taff 

tittered about any perceived 
verbal or grammatical slip-up by 
Hamilton. 

One employee debated the 

significance of Martin Luther 
King. a co-worker reported. 

Another complained that a 
calendar on a bulletin board 
celebrating black history month 
discriminated against whites. 
The person said it featured 
convicted felons. such as boxer 
Mike Tyson. 

At one point a parody of the 
Lord's Prayer written in Ebonics 
circulated the school. But none of 
the 20 employees interviev.'ed 
found it offensive. the report said. 

"I don't think there's any 
connection between Mel and the 
joke." one witness said, 
according to the report. ··we'd 
have shared it even if Mel wasn't 
around." 

The report. written by Casper 
attorney Kathleen Dixon. 
prompted the d1 trict to 
discipline six employees through 
verbal or written reprimands and 
hold sensitivity training. 

None of the six still work at 
the school. Hamilton no\.\ heads 
a di trict alternative education 
program. 

Some taff portrayed 
Hamilton a goofing off '"'hen he 

was actually on official business, 
the report said. 

They also denied his teaching 
and administrative background, 
claiming to have saved him by 
covering up for his mistakes. 

The district did not identify 
the employees. 

Staff "demonstrated a pointed 
lack of respect for the new chief 
administrator, inherently invited 
subordinates ... to follo\\ suit." 

e report said. 
One staffer in particular took 

action meant to set him up for 

"I don't think 
there's any 

connection between 
Mel and the joke. 
We'd have shared 

it even if Mel 
wasn't around." 

ONE WITNESS SAID. 
ACCORDING TO THE REPORT 

failure, error or circumvention 
by others, the report said. 
Hamilton said he was repeatedly 
told by the person that staff 
could set him up for failure "if 
the)' really wanted to," the report 
said. 

Before Hamilton was hired, 
blacks were regularly referred to 
as colored and people implied 
that blacks were the 
"nonworking, welfare types," 
Dixon wrote. One employee 
insisted on using the term 
"colored," saying it sounded less 
discriminatory. 

Blacks are l percent of the 
county population. Hamilton's 
hiring made him the only black 
principal in Wyoming. 

The newspaper asked for an 
unabridged copy but said it 
would not object to one in which 
names had been blackened out. 
District Judge W. Thomas 
Sullins ordered the report be 
turned over to the newspaper 
with names removed. The 
di trict did o, but also removed 
any sort of information, 
including pronouns, that could 
identify witnesses by their 



Wyoming 
lniunction 
Is Sought 

LARAMIE, Wyo. - (UPl)-
An attorney for the NAACP 
said Friday he would seek a 
federal injunction for rem. 
statement of 14 Negro foot-
ball players dismissed from 
the University of Wyoming 

1 team Oct. 17. 
"If we are not able to get 

this injunction, we will seek 
other civil action," William 
Waterman, of Detroit, said. 

Head Football Coach Lloyd 
Eaton dismissed the 14 for 
wearing armbands protesting 
the game with Brigham Young 
University. BYU is operated 
by the Mormon Church. 

Waterman said the dismis-
sals would have "far reaching 
effects" on Negro athletes 
throughout the country. 

Eaton relaxed the rule 
Thursday to permit players to 
demonstrate as long as the 
demonstration isn't on the 
football field. 

Waterman termed wearing 
armbands "the mildest and 
most sensible protest imagin-
able" and the rule change 
was "no modification and no 
compromise." 

'Pray-In' 
Set Before 
BYU Game 

EL PASO, Tex. - (AP) - An 
informal protest against racial 
policies at Brigham Young Uni-
versity is planned before Satur-
day night's football game with 
Texas-El Paso. 

Chuck Sutton, regional direc-
tor of the National Association 
of Black Students, said a group 
of U'fEP students have orga-
nized a "pray-in" at the gates 
of the Sun Bowl. 

"The purpose of the pray-in 
is to ask God to forgive the 
Mormons for surely they know 
not what they do," Sutton said. 
He said black armbands will 
be given out to all persons en-
tering the stadium to support 
the "Wyoming 14." 

In Tucson, Ariz., the student 
senate at the University of Ari-I 
zona has asked both the school 
and the Western Athletic Con-
ference to break ties with Brig-
ham Young University. · 

By a vote of 18-5-1 the student 
seriate passed the resolution 
condemning racial discrimina-
tion at BYU. The action came

1
. 

also as a slap at the University 
of Wyoming for suspending 14 
black football players because I 
they , tried to demonstrate 
against BYU. . 



Principle Must Come First 
Lloyd Eaton. 9ne of America's most highly succes,ful football 

coaches who has directed the University of Wyoming Cowboys to 
spectacular triumphs in the eight seasons he has been at the grid-
iron helm in Laramie. is a man of stern and unyielding principle. 

It is well known that Eaton demands that his players follow a 
spaPtan regimen: they must walk a straight and narrow path in 
perwnal behavior; they ma>t perform capably not only on the 
playing field but also in the academic halls: excellence is required 
of them. It is within that context that political activism is likewise 
forbidden, no maMer what form it might take. 

The men who subject themselves to the outstanding tutelage 
of Lloyd Eaton are expected to be outstanding individuals, and as 
individuals they are bas~ on their own intrinsc personal merit. 
No other consideration is given. 

It should not be surprising, therefore. for anyone remotely 
acquainted with this remarkable man who as assistant coach took 
over at Wyoming when his then more famous mentor departed. 
and who in turn has carved out his own impressive niche, that he 
should have dismissed 14 Negro athletes on his team Friday 
because of an apparent decision on their part to participate in a 
protest against Wyoming playing Brigham Young University. 

Coach Eaton in turn has been supported by his immediate su-
perior, Director of Athletic~ Glenn (RedJ Jacoby; the university 
administration and the Wyoming Board of Trusteas. 

We applaud their stand and say this: If it becomes a matter of 
whether Wyoming ever wins another football game or not, or sur-
renders principle. then we waive all claims to the former and 
insist that rules being rules, they must be enforced. 

There is no room at the University of Wyoming for a militant 
organization, however large or small, that decides it must arro-
gate unto itself the decision-makmg process. that it intrudes into 
the prerogatives of the people of this state and their representa-
tives, the administrato1 s and trustees of the university. to decide 
fundamental policy. 

It must be noted that for an organization that was formally 
recognized at Wyoming only last April. the Black Students Alli-
ance has moved with great speed if only to assume authority for 
terminating an ancient athletic relationship that has been main-
tained for many year between Wyoming and Brigham Young Uni-
versity. And it has thereby sought to place itself in a position of 
power not commensurate with its representation of some 60 UW 
students. 

In the name of civil rights , various groups under various names 
and banners but all seeking the same thing- seizure of political 
power - have repeatedly attempted to enforce their will upon 
the colleges and universities of this country. 

Some of these latter have shamefully surrendered, or else 
have sought to compromise, and in doing so, also have appeased. 

Peace on the campuses. in the streets. in international affairs 
or any plaee else, cannot be purchased so easily or cheaply. Ulti-
mately people learn this, but it seems they often must do so in 
the most difficult fashion· 

. Today we support Coach Eat-0n. the athletk dEpartment. the 
administration and the trustees, in their policy stand wirh regard 
to the black athletes: to do otherwise, to retreat from this, would 
be to open up a whole nev; ball game at University of Wyoming. 
We believe the people of this state, who provide the financial bas£ 
for the university, will do likewise. 



\ " 

In the October 3, 1969, edition of the all Street 

Journal (facific Coast ~dition), writer Dennis arney has 

written an article about yomint; entitled, "The Lonesome 

and. 11 

Datelined from Hiland, V.yo., ~a west of Casper, 

the article discusses in de th hat the xa.'t.lu!r4 author 

considers to be ·yoming's stagnant economy. He 

notes that L the state is one of four hich has lost 

population since the 1960 census. 

"Declining populati0ns are posing '3evere problems 

for some of the state's small towns and school districts, 

beca.nse their basic operating cos ts remain about the ss.~ne 
at::.thor 

th h th • b • h • '- • II th 4-.;,.. .._ • +--even oug _e economic ase is s r1n.K1ng , e KX.o..a. Hl!AXP:..6..!A 

writes. 

t least some of the blame is put a.t the feet of 

a 11 some fundamental traits of the Jyoming character: A 

deep-sea.ted suspicion of ' outsiders 1 and a seemingly ingrained 

tendency to 1:;hink small . " 

The article quotes James Pikl , ~ad of th 'niversity 

of Wyoming economics department , as saying 11 yoming missed 

the boo t in the postwar years • 11 

The all Street Journal article is availab~e in the 

Coe Libr ary . 
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Faculty Ad Hoc 
Committee Set 

LARAMIE - Names of 
University of Wyoming Faculty 
Senate members, appointed to 
an ad hoc committee to 
investigate the dismissal of 14 
black athletes from the football 
team, have been released by the , 
Executive Committee of the ' 
Senate. 

Donald A. Anderson. assistant 
professor of statistics, will serve 
as chairman. Other members I 
and alternates are: Arthur C. 
Burman. adult education, 
alternate for Anderson; Clyde K. 
Edmiston, chemistry, Wilson J. 
Walthall. Jr., psychology. 
alternate: Robert J. McColloch, 
biochemist. Edward M. 
Lonsdale, engineering, 
alternate; James G. Hook, 
education. Glenn S. Jensen, adult 
education. alternate; Oliver L. 
Peters. English, Richard L. 
Hillier, English, alternate; E. 
George Rudolph, College of Law, 
no alternate. 

The Exec;utive Committee has 
urged that a meeting be held this 
week and that a preliminary . 
report be availcrble early next I 
week at the latest. 



ilt' s Citizenship at Issue, 
Negro Student Declares 

By RICHARD L. McCALL /Saints (Mormon). The Univers;- 1nd Welfare, to speak on the 
LARAMIE. W']'J·. (UPI) _ t:; of Wyo~1mg. played_ Bngham us campus. • 

The chancellor of the Black Stu- Young University, which is op- He said Dr. John Hope Frank-
. h · erated by the church Saturday dent Alliance (BSA) at t e Um- d th 40• 7 lin black history department . . ·d M an won e game - . • . . . \'ersity of Wyommg sai " on- . . . . . , 'lead at the Umversity of Chi-

day, "We are sorry the eve:its Black said Ill this case it JUS L cago and an autboiity in the 
1here the past few days have happened the athletes wer~ area c.f black history, would 
taken on a racial issue because black. also be asked to speak. 
they go deeper than that." "Next semester in some other 

Willie Black, 36 who is work- school it may be any athlete 
in" on his Ph .D. 'in mathemat- who has to give up his rights as 
ic;, told UPI. "It seems an ath- a c;tizen." 
lete does not have to give up Black said the conditions on 
his rights as a citizen because the University of Wyoming cam-
he is an athlete." pus were not much different 

Black was referring to 14 1than at any small far Western 
black athletes who were kicked university. 
off the University of Wyoming People in Wyoming don't know 
football team Saturday. The much about black people and 
players wore black armbands they don't know much about 
into Eaton's office Friday. Mexican-Americans, he said. 

Eaton said he warned them ·•rn the absence of knowing, 
again_st v.:earin~ the arm~a.nds opinions are formed based upon 
as v10latmg his r_~es ~"am~t stereotypes," Black said. 
any players participating m "So we feel our function here 
demonstrations. is an educational one. We would 

The players wore the arm- like to see it unnecessary for 
bands in protest of the alleged students to band together as a 
"racist policies" of the Church black alliance or a Mexican. 
of Jesus Christ of Latter - day I American alliance. We hope it 

will move in that direction at / 
Wyoming. 

"We want to fill up the infor-
mation vacuum about black peo-
p'le," Black said. . 

He said the BSA was not anb-
athletics, anti-University of Wy-
oming or even anti-Wyoming. 

"We are anti - anything that 
could be considered as dehum-
anizing as far as blacks are con-
cerned." 

Black said he did not think 
the actions of coach Lloyd Eaton 
represented the "feeling of a 
great number of good white peo-
ple in this state. At least I hope 
not." I Black said he was married 
and had four children, the old-
est age 12. "I am not a trouble-
maker and I was not sent here 
by some subversive organiza-
tion.'' 

I 
He said as a grad assistant he 

was poor. 
"If I am receiving money 

from so-called subversive organ-
izations I haven't seen it yet." 

Black said the BSA would be 
'having James Farmer, former 1 

head of CORE and now in the 
1 U.S. Department of Educalion1 
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By CHUCK HARKINS 

DO YOU REMEMBER 1962 
Do you remember 1962 footbali in Wyoming? 

Lloyd Eaton had just finished his first season as Wyoming's 
head coach Eaton's club finished 5-5, the first Wyoming football 
team in 14 years that failed to go above the .500 mark . 

On top of that, Eaton had replaced the immensity popular Bob 
Devaney who finished 35-10-5 over his five year span as head coach 
al Wyoming. 

Conditions were not ripe for Eaton to win Wyoming's 'Man of 
the Year' award. When the Cowboys Jost their last three games to 
finish 5-5 there were the usual number of crepe hangers around. 

But after comparing Eaton's first year record with that of 
Bowden Wyatt, Phil Dickens and Devaney there was evidence 
that Eaton would make an excellent coach. 

Wyatt's first year (1947) was 4-5. Dickens was 5-4-1in1953 and 
Devaney's first season in 1957 produced a 4-3-3 mark. It takes a 
coach a while to get things rolling. 

But this isn't really an article on won-loss records. It simply 
stems from Eaton's first club which produced an assortment of 
yelps from the coaching experts. 

Eaton had guys like Mack Balls, Jim Bublitz, Wilbert 
Radosevich, Rick Desmarais, Vince Zimmer, Lonne Dunne, 
Bruce Wright, Jim Gidley, Joe Vitale, Jeff Hartman, Bud Spicer. 
Alan Johnson, John Sorino, Art Kissack, Mike Schutte, Bob 
Knight, Don Quinn, Bill Levine, Rod Morris, Dave Marion, etc , 
on his club. 

Bruce Wright was the captain and as I remember it, Glen 
Hopkins and Joe Vitale were All Conference linemen m the first 
year of the WAC. 

Levine, Quinn and Balls were a year away from greatness. 
Eaton had a gutty line, adequate backs, however, it Jacked 
explosive speed which was just beginning to emerge as a powerful 
tool in winning collegiate games. 

Wyoming's 1962 team losi three cliffhangers to New Mexico, 
Washington State and BYU. which prevented it from finishing 8-2. 

COWBOY KICKING TRADITION 

In the Cowboy kicking iradition of Shadow Ray, Jack Ilatliffe 
and Chuck Spaulding it bad a forerunner to Jerry DePyster and 
Bob Jacobs in the person of Dave Marion. 

For a sophomore, Dave Mation was a helluva punter. One of 
the best to ever wear the Brown 'n Gold. 

An unfortunate non-football accident left Marion paralyze 
from the neck down. 

At this minute, Dave is lying in a Bakersfield, Calif., hospit 
suffering from intense pain. He returned to t~e hospital in A~gus 
to lose some weight and to provide doctors with the opportunity 
see if they can help find the root of pain. 

Incidentally, Jerry Marion (Dave's _brother), w~? pla~e 
football at Wyoming u_nder coach _Eaton m 1964-65-66 is playlng 
with Wheeling, Va., m the Continental League. He rect:uu; 
underwent knee surgery. 

Dave's mother, Mrs. H. B. Marion, told this columnist 
Monday, "I've never heard Dave or Jerry say a single unkind 
word about Wyoming or coach Eaton." 

DAVE MARION FUND 

Dave Manon 1s in the best position to judge the merits of 
Lloyd Eaton. He knows that Eaton spearheaded a state drive to 
provide a '50,000 trust fund for his care. 

There was no way that Eaton, or any of the Wyoming 
contributor~. could t>ver agaio benefit football wi~e from 
providing for the care of Marion. 

Unable to move anything, except his arms, Dave Marion 
would never again be able to put his foot into the Cowboy football . 
Remember, the injury was unrelated to football. 

Wyoming's trust fund for Dave Marion has been depleted. The 
State of California has taken over. 

But Wyoming can take heart that they reacted in a positive 
manner to a situation they did not cause. Lloyd Eaton was a 
leader in the drive. 

It is a matter of record that Wyoming and the California 
taxpayers are the only people to help Dave Marion. 

Lloyd Eaton and his staff have been the victim of too many 
che;,tp shots. Cheap shots are penalized on the football field. They 
also violate the spirit of fair play on the campus. 

People are forgetting that Hub Lindsey helped coach the 
Wyoming Cowboys in spring football. 

They overlook that Dick Speights was in the Wyoming locker 
room after last week's victory over BYU. Speights didn't enter 
the locker room to vilify Eaton. 

Paul Roach and Eaton, just a few days before the campus 
disturbance, helped Gene Huey land a spot on the Vikings' cab 
squad. Bud Grant likes what he's seen of Huey so far. 

Do you know where Huey will be next fall if he fails to make 
the grade with the Vikings? Huey will be helping coach at 
Wyoming while working on his degree. This was arranged long 
before the BYU hassle. 

I could go on and on - citing case after case, where the 
Wyoming staff has helped - athlete after athlete, after their 
Wyoming careers were over. 

EATON UNDERESTIMATED 
It is now apparent that insL1gators of the crisis misjudged 

their adversary. They also erred in judging the rank and file 
loyalty to coach Eaton. 

Eaton has stood tall as the most quiescent cowboy of the lot. 
Although vilified, "The Man With the Short Fuse," has retained 
his cool under pressure. That should tell us something. 

Through all the cyclonic utlerings offered up over the Waddie 
dilemma there are rays of sunshine filtering past the clouds. 

No. 1 is the fact that only three of the dismissed athletes have 
said anything personally against Eaton. He in turn has said 
nothing personally about any of the athletes. · 

Several have questioned his action, but only three have 
attacked him. We must remember that he was placed in a position 
of reacting to a situation he did not generate. 

When the hotel is burning down you don't have time to form ad 
hoc committees to decide what exit to use. 

Fourteen football players are still at Wyoming. They remain 
under scholarship with their cases to be individually studied at 
semester's end. 

That sounds like a very reasonable way to get fired. There 
have been many other students dismissed from the University of 
Wyoming for disciplinarian reasons. None remained on 
scholarship. 

There have been suspendt'd students that were later 
readmitted, under the university's terms, to school At least three 
of the state's current political leaders fall m that category. 

Student revolt is nothing new. It is simply better organized. In 
my day, we never thought to order the arm bands and poster 
boards before the spontaneous eruption. 

They call this "The Sorial Revolution." 
But I have the idea that man will still go on choosing his own 

religion, picking his own friends, rooting for his favorite team and 
remaining loyal to his boss. 

Arena pickets have tumed this state upside down. But what 
have they done for the Dave Marion's? 

KICKER 

Football rules state that all players must be uniformally 
attired in all cases except where necessary to protect injuries. 

If centennial patches are worn, they must be worn by every 
team player. Arm bands would seem to come under the same 
ruling. 

Kick that around for awhile. 



tditorial Views 
i ., They Will Be Heard 
I It' amazing \\hat a few can do. 
~ EveQon knows what 14 black University of Wyoming athleles 
~did Ia. t Friday morning at 9:30 and, by t:he same token, the nation 
~ is aware of prompt disciplinary action taken by coach Lloyd Eaton. 
o Mo. t people are also now aware that 17 studerits-members 
O of the UW student senate, mel in emergency session to censure 
• Eaton' action, to demand his appearance before an open fon1m 
~ of the 14 athletes, and to threaten to freeze student fund to ttie 
:;( athleti department ii that appearance does not come about. a Many ar al o no\\ aware that the UW faculty senate voted 
~ m me ting Sunday to call for a joint investigation, conducted by 
~ the faculty and student enate ·, of the affair. 
cc A few havl spoken loudly-but we would maintain that many 
""' have yet to be heard-and they will be heard. 
~ Eaton has received literally hundreds of calls, telegram and 
"j IettCJ'S from around the country-supporting his stand· At informal 
o. gatherings in Laramie and Cheyenne this weekend, the UW board 
: of tru te - also was showered with congratulation for its stand 
.- in backing Eaton. 

~ At Saturday's cont st with Brigham Young Unive1~sity, Wyo-
C"4 ming students and fan..q made their feelings known en ma se-
ffi ii you were there you heard the r ounding chants - "We love .. o Eaton! We love Eaton!" 
I;; As for the acUon or the student srnate and the Black Students 
O Alliance on campus-we do not believe that the vast majonty of > UW students will allow itself to be Jed around by the nose. 
~ We believe that lhe Big Man on Campus Wyoming style (1-Ie's 
:: the fellow who's there for an education) will make himself heard 
~ with ample voluml'. For we don't believe those stud nts will allow 

a mere handful to become everybody's social conscience-espec-
ially when that handlul has shown an utt r lack of social respon-
ibility. 

As for the action of the faculty senate-we noted with interest 
the threat of Profes,or Robert K. Craven and seven other faculty 
members to r :;ign from U1e faculty if this matter is not handled 
to their sati faction. 

We noted with equal interest an action by tihe Ca<Spetr Quairler-
back Club, which immediately began soliciting contributions frrom 
its membership to help Craven mo·ve from La.ramie. 

As for demands 1(hat Eaton appear in "open forum"-we feel 
this is ridiculous. We have never heard before of a· UW profes or 
being calleld to account for the discipline he maintains within his 
own department. 

No do we feel thi would be a "forum" in the be~t sense of 
the word-it would. we're afraid, become more of a trial, with 
Eaton a target rather than a participant 

For we don't belie\'e that they have shown fairness in this 
matter to date. 

T11ey have maintained that Eaton and his staff refused a sum-
mons from tlle UW board of Lrusteos, the president and Governor 
Hathaway to appear before . them. They have maintained this 
despite the fact that several members of the news media knew 
Eaton and hi staff appeare·d at the meeting-and have told these 
people so. 

They have taken statements by Eaton-totally innocent when 
viewed in context-out of that proper context and u ed them as 
weapons. 

They have tried to make a racial if.sue out of what was merely 
a discipline problem. 

They have not considered Eaton's efforts on behalf of hjs 
players-they forget that under Eaton, the University of Wyoming 
has graduated a higher percentage of its football players than 
under any oliher UW "football staff. 

They have forgotten the effort·s of Eaton to introduce some-
tti1ng which was years ago unheard of at this college-the gentle· 
man football player. Success achieved under these efforts have 
been through rules and regulations-discipline. 

They have chosen to completely neglect the statements of such 
former football playens as Dave Hampton-now setting the Na-
tional Football League afire through his performance with ttie 
Green Bay Packers. In a statement over the weekend Hampton 
stated "That man is no racist " 

Hampton is black. 
Finally, they have forgotten that those football players entered 

at least a moral contract when they agreed to play football at the 
UW. For agreeing to play what we've come to call "Cowboy Foot-
J>all." they also agreed to play by lhe rules. 

They didn't. 
The few have forgotten or have ignored these and many other 

things. But we don't think the University of Wyoming student or 
the Wyoming man in the street has forgotten. 

And we tllink he will be heard. -PMF 
<For a reprint of an editori;:il on this subject from the Wyoming 

State Tribune, see page 5). 
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Governor Says Gr_id 
Row Not Race Issue 
CHEYENNE, Wyo, (UPI)- Gov. 

Stanley K. Hathaway said Tuesday the 
dismissal of 14 Negro athletes from the 
University of Wyoming football team was 
not a racial issue and should not be made 
into one. • 

Hathaway said he had been informed by 
the players themselves they intended to 
wear black armbands on the jerseys had 
they been allowed to play in Saturday's 
game against Brigham Young University. 

The athletes- five of them scheduled to 
start- were suspended from the football 
team Friday after they wore armbands to 
a conference with coach Lloyd Eaton. 

Eaton said later the players violated a 
coaching staff rule about athletes taking 
part in student demonstrations by wearing 
the armbands. He said they had been 
warned the night before not to participate 
in a black protest against the racial beliefs 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints (Mormon) which operates BYU. 

Hathaway said Tuesday if 14 white 
athletes had violated the same rule of 
discipline under the same circumstances 
they undoubtedly would have been 
dismissed from the squad. 

He said he thought Eaton and his 
assistants were rather hurt because of 
allegations they may be prejudiced. 

"Coach Eaton and other coaches at the-
University of Wyonung have repeatedly 
demonstrated their moral integrity and 
racial unprejudice ... ," Hathaway said. 

Hathaway met with trustees, coaches 
and the athletes themselves in an effort to 
resolve the conflict. The trustees upheld 
Eaton's action after meeting until about 
3:30 a.m. Saturday. 

Hathaway, university President 
William D. Carlson and the athletes met 
after the governor and the school leader 
had conferred about an hour with the 
trustees. 

·'The black students told Dr. Carlson and 
myself they could not play in• the football 
game with Brigham Young without 
wearing black armbands," Hathaway 
said. 

"Several of the students also stated they 
would not play football again for the 
University of Wyoming if Lloyd Eaton re-
mained as coach," he said. 

"Under those circumstances, the 
president and the board of trustees had no 
alternative other than to support coach 
Eaton in his decision to dismiss the 
protesting team members," Hathaway 
said. . 

One of the black players said the 
decision to wear the armbands if they 
were allowed to play came after the 
meeting with Eaton. 

"We went into coach Lloyd Eaton's 
office at 9:30 Friday morning to discuss 
whether or not we should use this form of 
protest (the armbands)," said Willie 
Hysaw, a flanker back. 

Hysaw said university officials tried 

unsuccessfully io straighten out the 
· situation and "at 12:00 noon Friday we de-

cided to wear the black armbands if we 
were allowed to play, but we would not 
play under Eaton." 

"Because Eaton refused to see us or talk 
with us we changed our minds about wear-
ing the armbands on the field," he said. 

But Hathaway emphasized that the State 
of Wyoming is not anti-black. 

"The rest of the world should know that 
Wyoming is proud of its black citizens," he 
said. "We are not nor will we be anti-
black. We do not have a double standard to , 
judge any man. 

"I think unquestionably that the great 
majority of the people •of Wyoming, the 
students and the faculty support coach 
Eaton and the decision of the board of 
trustees and the president to back 
Eaton," he said. 

"I think the majority of the people of 
this state resent the implication that 
because of this incident this state is in any 
way anti-black." 



1 ,~ · No Band at Laramie 
• LARAMIE, vYyo. (TJPl) 
- Brigham Young's bas-
ketball team will meet 
\\'yoming Saturday night 
minus its band, song lead-
ers and Cougarettcs V-ie-
canse of possible student 
disorders. 

A BYU spokesman confirmed 
a report that only team mem-
bers would go from Fort Col· 
lins, Colo., to Laramie for the 
Saturday game after Thursday 
night's violence-marred game 

against Colorado State U'Ilivers-
ity. 

Demonstrations before and 
during the game against racial 
policies of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
which operates BYU, resulted 
in twu persons injured and seven 
arrested. 

After a five-minute convoca-
tion outside the gymnasium be-
fore the game. students and 
members of the Black Students 
Union demonstrated at halftime 
and at one point a flaming 
torch was tossed onto the play-
ing floor. It was quickly extin-
guished. 

During a scheduled football. 
game between Wyoming and 
BYU earlier in the season. 14 
black Wyoming athletes sparked 
a protest of racial policy by 
wearing armbands on their uni-
forms. They were dismissed by 
coach Lloyd Eaton. 

BYU has been the object of 
several attacks by Western Ath 
letic Conference and non-confer-
ence schools. Stamord, for ex· 
ample, announced suspension of 
all competition with the Provo. 
Utah, school in the near future. 

Dr. Ernest L. Wilkinson, pres-
ident of BYU, has repeatedly 
denied charges of discrimination 
at the school. 
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.-:-Solution 
(Continued From Page One) 

meeting at Salt Lake City last 
June ado:i>ted tihe three-point 
recommendation wtith respect 
to future intercollegiate rela-
tions with BYU. 

In his letter to Archuleta , 
Geraud wrote: "The University 
of Wyoming supports the prop-

. osHtion that students should 
not make vrluntary commit-
ments in conflict with their 
moral principles." 

But, added Geraud: "We fol- / 
low a general principle which 
views ,fue volUilltary enroll-
ment by a University (of Wyo-
ming) student in any organ-
.ization or activity as the 
choice of the student who 
sumes the responsibility 
mee1li.ng 11he requirements in-
volved for continued partici- , 
pation." 

Two other points in 
·dent body presidents' recom-

mendations of last June which 
also were approved by the 
ASUW last Friday, suggested 
that BYU and other WAC 
schools make efforts to pro-
vide greater racial association 
on their campuses by actively 
recruiting minol'ity students 
a n d implemeruting b 1 a c k 
studies pr-0grams, and that 
the member schools assist 
BYU in establishing IJrograms 
of ireater communication. 

Geraud in his letter noted 
1ihat UW "has initiated a pro-
vam to assist disadvantaged 
students in tihe pursuit of ed-
111cation. With the assistance 
of a federal grant, further 
specified study and planning 
1s going forw1ard with paDtici-
patJion from representatives of 
specific disadvantaged groups. 
We customarily do render as-
sistance, Whenever :possible, to 
other insti1:uitions of higher 
education." 

The student senate Tuesday 
1 night rejected a proposed mea-

sure that would have severed 
all relations between UW and 
BYU. The vote was 17-1. 



U Solution' 
Proposed at uw· 
LARAl\IIE - A "Uni-

versity of Wyoming admin-
istrati\·e spoke~man said 
yesterday students can 
avoid any ''conflicts" with 
their moral principles in in-
ten.:ollegiate acti\·ities sim-
ply by not signing up for 
i;uch \ oluntary participa-
tion. 
Th~ statement by J. R. 

Geraud, \'ice president for stu-
dent affairs, was contained in 
a Jetter to ASUW President 
Bob Arcl:ruleta in resoonse to 
action b.Y the lJW Student Sen-
ate last Friday approving a 
letter written by the student 
body presidents of the eight 
Western Athletic Conference 
schools. 

The letter among other 
things recommended that none 
of the WAC schools take dis-

Markets 
DOW JO~S 

D.'"TERUI AVERAGES 
30 Industrials 
20 Transportation 
i;; Utilities 
65 Stocks 

759.38 up 5.00 
145.38 up 3.88 
109.15 up 0.61 
242.40 up 2.;6 

cip'.inary action against stu-
dents \\ho find partic'.pation in 
"intercollegiate activ i ti e s" 
with Brigham Young UniYer-
sity in conflict with their mor-
al principles. 

Fourteen blacks on the UW 
football team were dismissed 
from the team last Oct. 17 
after thev wore black arm-
bands into the office of the 
Head Foo ball Coach Lloyd 
Eaton in orotest against Wyo-
ming's scheduled game the 
next day with BYU. Spokesmen 
for the blacks said later they 
opposed racial polic:es of the 
~1ormon Church, which owns 
BYlJ. 

The 14 filed a Sl.1 lawsuit 
against unh-ersity's trustees. 
three administrators and the 
state of Wyoming and have 
appealed it to the U. S. 10th 
Circuit Court of Appeals after 
their lawsu.it was dismissed 
in U. S. District Court at 
Cheyenne by Judge Ewing T. 
Kerr. But three of the 14 la-
ter \\ithdrew from the law-
su,t and returned to the foot-
ball team. 

The student body presidents 

-SOUJTIOX 
(Conunued ""' P~a T"'o> 



NAACP Leader ~-3;1 
Criticizes Judge ~ 

T h e president of the 
Cheyenne chapter of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(. 'AACP) yesterday criticized 
l:. S. District Judge Ewing T. 
Kerr for the latter's remarks 
from the bench about never 
having encountered any racial 
prejudice in Wyoming. 

~1rs. Alberta H. John,son said 
Kerr's remarks •·showed at the 
very least an unbelievable 
naivete about the nature of 
racial prejudice iD Wyoming." 

Judge Kerr said today he had 
no comment about the NAACP 
statement. 

Kerr had said Tuesday during 
trial of the original Black 14 
incident case in U. S. District 
Court here: ·'From my obser-
vation of almost half a century 
in Wyoming, I have never 
known of any prejudice against 
any race in the state of 
\\ yoming, and I think the fact 
that the coach (Lloyd Eaton) 

went out and solicited and gave 
scholarships to a large number 
of colored people is strong evi-
dence that he was not pre-
judiced against any race." 

Eaton is a defendant in the 
action brought by a group of 
black football players, ori-
ginally 14 but now reduced to 
11, seeking a court order for-
cing their restoration to the 
University of Wyoming football 
team from which they were 
dismissed by Eaton, then bead 
football coach, on Oct. 17, 1969. 

Mrs. Johnson said Kerr's 
remarks showed that the 
veteran jurist is "unfit to be 
a sensitive and impartial ar-
biter of justice when racial 
issues are invoked in any 
way." 

"Furthermore, Lloyd Eaton's 
recruitment of black football 
players does not prove he is 
not racist," she asserted. "It 
does show that he. wished to 
win football games." 



Letters to the Editor . • • 

Th·e NAACP Takes Issue 
To the EDITOR: 

I must take strong issue with 
your editoriol of Oct. 1. 1971. 

In the first place, I am sure 
that the learned Judge Kerr is 
an honorable man in his own 
right and a credit to his profes-
sion. 

However, if as Judge Kerr 
said, he has not seen any racial 
prejudice in Wyoming, he is 
sadly mistaken or he is encap-
sulated from the mainstream 
of everyday life. 

For example, I am sure that 
Judge Kerr knows that all pub-
lic accommodations in Chey-
enne were segregated until 1964 
when the local chapter of the 
NAACP tested the Public Ac-
commodations Law. Further-
more, the most recent case of 
prejudice and discrimination 

t h a t occurred in Wyoming 
against a teacher who was de-
nied job by the R'ock River 
school board because of the 
color of his skin was well re-
ported in your paper. 

I am certain that Judge Kerr 
is aware of these examples of 
racial prejudice. If he is not, 
then he is truly insensitive (in 
the sense of not being aware or 
cognizant.) 

By sensitive, I did not mean 
that Judge Kerr should show 
prejudice towards one side in 
any racial conflict. Quite the 
contrary. Sensitive in the con-
text I used it merely means 
aware. Is it too much to ask 
that a judge be aware? 

I agree that racial prejudice 
is not the primary issue here. 
The primary issue is whether 

BERRY'S WORlO 

-

"I was just thinkin'-il I can ever 'leak' anything 
for you, just say the word, Chief!" 

football players or any other 
group have the right under the 
Constitlttion to free speech 
(which includes the right, ac-
cording to the case of Tinker 
vs. Des Moines the right to 
wear armbands as a form of 
protest.) However, the issue 
of race !)rejudice is an impor-
tant part of the Black 14 case 
in many ways. 

For example, Lloyd Eaton has 
admitted under oath that he 
used the term, "Negro relief" 
but he was unaware that it was 
a racial slur. His unawareness 
does not make it any less a ra-
cial slur. .Furthermore, the 
reason why the athletes wanted 
to wear armbands was to pro-
test what they believed to be 
the racial policies of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of the Latter 
Day Saints. 

Moreover, when blacks and 
whites are involved in opposite 
sides of issues, the question of 
race is always present in this 
country, consciously or uncon-
sciously and Wyoming is not 
immune from the problems of 
race present in other parts of 
the United States. 

Finally, I wish to make it 
crystal clear that I was not at-
tacking Judge Kerr personally. 
I am certain that he is a fine 
man, a scholar and a gentle-
man. However, he is still unfit 
to be a sensitive and impartial 
arbiter of justice when racial 
issues are involved in any way 
because, by his own admission, 
he is unaware of their implica-
tions. 

Mrs. ALBERTA H. JOHNSON, 
President, 
Cheyenne Branch 
National Association for 
the Advancement of 
Colored People. 
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3-Judge 
Appeal 

Panel eig s 
Attorneys for the plain-

tiffs in the so-called 'Black 
14" case against the state 
and University of Wyoming 
contended today there are 
questions of fact remaining 
to be resolved in that con-
troversy, but At torn e y 
General James E. Barrett 
said the only issue in the 
case is the constitutional 
principle of separation of 
church and state. 

'Ille arguments came today 
in a hearing on the long-pend-
ing action before a three-judge 
panel of the U.S. 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals in a rare one-
day session here. The court 
met in Cheyenne rather than as 
is customary in Denver in 
order to conduct a memorial 
service this afternoon for the 
late Judge J. J. Hickey, a 
member of the 10th Circuit 
until his death last September. 

Circuit Judges Delmas Hill 
of Wichita, Oliver Seth, Santa 
Fe, and William J. Holloway, 
Jr., of Oklahoma City, were 
Il)embers of the panel hearing 
arguments in the "Black 14" 
case, appealed by the 11 re-
maining plaintiffs who sued 
the state, the University of 
Wyoming bOard of trustees and 
three of its administrators Oct. 

• Black-14 Suit 
30, 1969. following the dismis-
sal of 14 football players from 
the Wyoming team. 

U. S. District Judge Ewing 
T. Kerr dismissed the action 
March 25 on a \'ariety of 
grounds including the fact that 
it violated the separation of 
church and state implied in 
the First Amendment, as well 
as a ban by the 11th Amend-
ment against citizens of an-
other state suing a state with-
out its permission. 

Thomas Bastien, a Colorado 
attorney representing the 11 in 
the appeal action, said the 
plaintiffs admitted that when 
they went to the lJ\V fieldhouse 
Oct. 17, 1969, \\earing black 
armbands on their sleeves, 
"they were engaged in a pro-
test." 

But he said the •·evidence is 
severely in conflict" whether 
it was the intentions of the 14 
black athletes to wear black 
armbands on their football 
uniforms on the playing field 
the next day, when Wyoming 
met Brigham Young Univer-
sity. 

The state has contended that 
the 14 were dismissed from 
the team bY Coach Lloyd Eaton 
and that action was upheld by 
the University administration 
and board of trustees in a spe-

cial, emergency se:;sion that 
lasted until the early morning 
hours of the following day, 
Oct. 18, because it was clearly 
determined that the 14 intended 
to wear armbands onto the 
playing field the next day. 

Barrett, appearing as counsel 
for the state, the university 
trustees and the other defend-
ants, asserted today that Gover-
nor Hathaway and UW Presi-
dent Dr. William D. Carlson, 
had determined through an in-
terview with the players, on 
the night of Oct. 17, that they 
not only insisted on wearing 
the armbands in the game with 
BYU but also would not return 
to the team so long as Eaton 
remained as head football 
coach. 

Barrett acknowledged that 
statements by the governor, 
and the UW president - to the 
effect that in a private inter-
>iew with the 14 a spokesman 
for the ~oup had insisted on 
those conditions before return-
ing to the team - had been 
denied in a federal court 
hearing here Nov. 10. 

Barrett said the crux of the 
conflict came down to a "test 
of credibility" between the 
governor and the university 
president and a spokesman for 
the 14. 

•·our contention is that, bas-
ed on a test of credibility, 
there is no substance to the 
claims of the plaintiffs," Bar-
rett said. 

The attorney general argued 
that the plaintiffs had sought tJ 

s h o w t h at the c a s e 
was a parallel to that of the 
Tinker vs. Des Moines suit, de-
cided by the U.S. Supreme 
Court, in which students were 
permitted to wear black arm-
bands in an Iowa school room. 
But Barrett contended it was 
the purpose of the plaintiffs not 
to carry the controversy beyond 
the first confrontation between 
Eaton and the players that oc-
curred the morning of Oct. 17, 
1969. 

Barrett pointed out that the 
controversy went further than 
Eaton's action in simply dis-
missing the 14 players from the 
team, that it tl:en went into a 
secondary phase of a five-hour 
hearing with the university pres-
ident and athleti.: director, and 
finally into the Umversity of 
Wyoming board of trustees 
emergency session, held during 
a blizzard, when the board fin-
ally decided that the dismissal 
action would be upheld. 

Barrett emphasized that this 
action hinged on reports made 
to the trustees by the governor 
and President Carlson after a 
private interview with the 14, 
at which the two officials sought 
to determine if there were 
grounds for a mutual agree-
ment whereby the 14 coajd be 
reinstated. 

Barrett stressed the fact that 
Hathaway's questio~-'to the 14, 
about terms they .)':light accept, 
were met in th.f negative and 
left the board po other choice 
than to uphold (their dismissal. 



Appeal by 'Black 14' 
To Be Argued Jan. 4 

The U.S. 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals will con-
vene here for a one-day ses-
sion Jan. 1 to hear argu-
ments in eight appellate 3C-
tions, including the so-
called Black 14 case at the 
University of Wyoming, 
and to conduct a memorial 
service for the late J udg~ 
J. J. Hickey. 

The court will convene in 
two panels of three judges each 
at 9:30 a.m. on that date, a 
Monday, which also is Wyo-
ming inauguration day. U. S. 
Circuit Judge John C. Pickett 
of Cheyenne said the composi-
tion of the two three-member 
panels had not yet been an-
nounced. 

The Black 14 case in which 
11 plaintiffs, all former mem-
bers of the University of Wyo-
ming football team, are suing 
the state, the University of 
Wyoming b-Oard of trustees and 
three of the university's ad-
ministrators, will be heard by 
the court's Division Two. It is 
the first on the division's four-
case docket. 

Also scheduled to be heard 
is the appeal of Eric C. (Ace) 
Boggs, 67, of Rawlins, Wyo., 
who was convicted in U. S. 
District Court here of a federal 
gun law violation and sentenc-
ed to two years in prison by 
U.S. District Judge Ewing T. 
Kerr. 

The coort's calendar said 
under its rules of procedure. 
not more than 30 minutes to 
a side would be allowed in 
general calendar cases. The 
Black 14 case is the only one 
of the four on Division Two's 
docket that is a general calen-
da,· case. 

Division Two is scheduled to 
adjourn at noon and reconvene 
at 2:30 p.m. for the memorial 
service to Judge Hickey, who 
died here Sept. 22. Hickey, a 
former governor of Wyoming 
and U. S. senator, was appoint-
ed to the appeals court in 
1966. 

The Black 14 case, in which 
there are only 11 of the origin-
al plaintiffs remaining, was 
filed in U. s. District Court 
here Oct. 29. 1969, less than 
two weeks after University of 
Wyoming Head Football Coach 
Lloyd Eaton had dismissed the 
14 black football players from 
the team after they wore black 
armbands into his office at the 
UW Fieldhou;;e on the dav 
preceding a scheduled football 
game with Brigham Young 
University. 

Eaton's action was sustained 
by an emergency meeting of 
the UW Board of Trustees when 
Go\·ernor Hathaway and UW 
President Dr. William D. Carl-
son said members of the team 
told them at the trustees meet-
ing they would not return to 
the team unless Eaton were 

fired as coach, and that they 
intended to wear the armbands 
in the BYU game on Oct. 18 as 
a protest against the alleged 
racial policies of the :\Iormon 
church. 

The suit asked $1,100.000 in 
damages against the state and 
the reinstatement of the team 
members. Three of the original 
plaintiffs have since withdrawn 
from the suit and have asked. 
and been granted reinstate-
ment on the team. 

After two hearings before 
Judge Kerr here, the suit was 
dismissed by Kerr last March 
25 in a 22-page opinion which 
said that bad the 14 black 
players worn armbands in the 
football game with BYU. 
against the specific orders of 
E. ton, such action would have 
violated the First Amendment 
prohibition against establish-
ment of religion, and requiring 
separation of church and state. 

Kerr also ruled that the 
plaintiffs "failed to state a 
claim upon which relief can 
be granted" and pointed out 
that the 11th Amendment to the 
Constitution forbids federal 
court jurisdiction in a suit 
against a state bv the citizens 
of another state. All J:n·t one of 
the 14 original plaintiffs were 
non-residents of the state. 

"Civil rights complaints just 
as other complaints in civil 
actions in the federal courts, 
are not to be held insufficient 

unless it appears beyond a 
doubt that the plaintiffs can 
prove no set of facts in sup-
port of their claim for dam-
ages which would entitle them 
to relief," Kerr's opinion held 
"L is the judgment of th.s 
court that the plaintiffs can 
not prove a set of facts in sup-
port of their claim for dam-
ages which would entitle them 
to relief." 

The defendants will be repre-
sented in the appeal by Attor-
ney General James E. Barrett 
who argued successfully in U.S. 
District Court that to have al· 
lowed the black players to 
demonstrate against the lor-
mon Church would h a v e 
amounted to interference by 
the representatives of a Wyo-
ming state agency with the 
doctrines of a church. The 
:Mormon Church owns Brigham 
Young University. 

The plaintiffs will be repre-
sented by two Colorado attor-
neys. 



Exclusive: The inside story of the University of Wyoming football confrontation 

Showdown at Laramie 
BETWEEN 9 and 9:30 o'clock 

the morning of Thursday, 
Oct. 16, 1969, copies of a 

letter from the Black Students 
Alliance at the University of Wyo-
ming were delivered by hand to 
t h e offices of the university's 
president, athletic director and 
football coach. 

In this quiet fashion began the 
biggest crisis in the 83-year-old 
history of the school in Laramie. 

President William D. Carlson was 
in Denver that morning. His aides 
recognized the importance of the 
Black Students' letter and reached 
him by telephone. Carlson cut short 
his visit and hurried back to Lara-
mie. 

Coach Lloyd Eaton also read the 
letter. It concerned him because its 
thrust had to do with a football 
game to be played two days later 
on Saturday, Oct. 18---against Brig-
ham Young University (BYU) , a 
Mormon school. He summoned sev-
eral of his assistant coaches to dis-
cuss the letter. 

This was the first of a series of 
intense conferences touched off by 
that letter, although few other than 
the participants were aware at 
first of what was going on. Finally, 
at the cold, bleak hour of 3:30 a.m. 
Saturday, a University spokesman 
stepped out of his office to announce 
to gathered newspapermen that all 
attempts ''to reach a c o m m o n 
ground" on issues raised by the 
BSA letter had failed. 

That eventful week had started 
routinely enough. On Saturday, Oct. 
11, the University of Wyoming foot-
ball team had easily disposed of the 
University of Texas-El Paso, 37 to 9, 
although cold and a keening plains 
wind had chilled some of the en-
thusiasm generated by the victory. 
Football is a major interest at the 
University, founded in 1886-18 
years after Wyoming achieved ter-
ritorial status. The violent cross-
currents that have disrupted cam-
puses across the nation in recent 
years seemed largely to by-pass 
Wyoming, but this is not to say 
there was no awareness of contem-
porary issues. 

Last spring, for example, there 
was a peaceful Peace March in the 
university's football stadium. And 
on Wednesday, Oct. 15, 1969, just 48 
hours b e f o r e the current crisis 
erupted, some 700 war protestors-
students, faculty and townspeople-

By CARL SKIFF 

marched in orderly columns, in 
freezing temperatures, from the 
campus through downtown Lara-
mie as participants in the nation-
wide Vietnam moratorium. 

Perhaps it is significant that the 
letter delivered to President Carl-
son's office on Oct. 16 was dated the 
14th, a day before the moratorium, 
although just why is not clear. It 
was signed by Willie S. Black, a 35-
year-old teaching assistant working 
on his doctorate in mathematics. 
Black signed in his capacity as 
chancellor (chief executive officer) 
of the Black Students Alliance, an 
organization for N e g r o students. 
Many colleges have similar organi-
zations, but there is no evidence that 
they have formal affiliations. Black 
contends that all the 150 Negroes at 
Wyoming-out of a total enrollment 
of 8,419-are automatically eligible 
by the fact of being black although 
the actual membership has not been 
made public. BSA was approved by 
the university's Student Organiza-
tions Committee last April. 

In essence, Black's letter made 
the following four demands: 

"1. University officials at Wyo-
ming, as well as other schools in 
the Western Athletic Conference not 
use student monies and university 
facilities to play host to and there-
by in part sanction those inhuman 
racist policies of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

"2. Athletic directors in WAC re-
fuse to schedule and play games 
with BYU so long as the LDS 
Church continues such policies as 
outlined above. 

"3. Black athletes in WAC protest 
in some way any contest with BYU 
so long as the LDS Church continues 
such policies. 

"4. All white people of good will-
athletes included-protest with their 
Black fellows a policy clearly in-
human and racist. The symbols of 
protest will be the black arm band 
worn throughout any contest involv-
ing BYU." 

The "racist policies" of the LDS 
Church were explained. in the letter 
in this way: 

"A Black, although he may join, 
cannot ascend to the higher offices 
(the priesthood) in the church. Rea-
son? He is Black and hence is under 
the curse of Cain according to Holy 
writ. He cannot pass the sacrament 
as the 12 and 13 year old boys do. 
He cannot prepare the sacrament as 
the 14 and 15 year old boys do, nor 

can he bless the sacrament or per-
form , as the 16, 17 and 18 year olds 
do. In each case the reason is the 
same-he is Black." 

The letter also noted that the pro-
test was not an attack upon the LDS 
Church in general, but "rather upon 
any inhuman doctrine and interpre-
tation of that body which tends to 
demean a person solely on the basis 
of his skin color." 

C o ac h Eaton was particularly 
concerned with the third demand: 
"Black athletes in WAC protest in 
some way any contest with BYU so 
long as the LDS Church continues 
such policies." Fourteen members 
of his team were Negroes. 

Eaton's concern was heightened. 
because of a rule he laid down three 
years ago: "No player is permitted 
to participate in any demonstra-
tion." He has made it his custom to 
read the rule to the players at the 
end of spring practice and at the 
start of fall practice. In explaining 
the reason for this rule, he says: 

"We do not want our players tak-
ing part in demonstrations of any 
nature because to do so distracts 
them from their purpose in being 
here-to get an education through 
football. Because the majority of 
our players are C-average students, 
they cannot afford the time from 
their studies to participate in dem-
onstrations. This rule is in effect 
during the entire school year, as 
long as a player is a member of the 
football team." 

That rule bad been tested as re-
cently as Oct. 15. 

"Several players, including quite 
a few White players, said they want-
ed to demonstrate in the Vietnam 
moratorium," E at on explained 
later. "During a team meeting we 
reminded them of the rule. None of 
our players participated in th a t 
demonstration. I may be old-fash-
ioned, but I believe such a rule is an 
important factor in achieving disci-
pline, morale and team unity." 

Eaton obviously is a stern disci-
plinarian, and his methods have 
produced championship teams. His 
Wyoming Cowboys won WAC titles 
three successive years-1966, 1967 
and 1968-and had won the first four 
games this season. 

A native of Belle Fourche, S.D., 
Eaton, 51, is in his eighth year as 
head coach at Wyoming. He was an 
assistant to Bob Devaney (now 
coach at Nebraska) five years be-
fore taking over in 1962. Eaton pre-

Photography bY Ge«!le Crouter 

viously coached at Alma (Mich.) 
College and Northern Michigan Col-
lege. He holds a B.S. degree in 
physical education from Black Hills 
State College, Spearfish, S.D., a 
masters degree in education from 
the University of Michigan, and a 
director's degree in physical educa-
tion from Indiana University. His 
success in Wyoming has won him 
numerous honors, and made him a 
popular s p e a k e r throughout the 
state. 

The rest of that Thursday morn-
ing and early afternoon, Eaton set 
about planning strategy for Satur-
day's game. Practice, which began 
at 3:15 p.m., was in the fieldhouse 
due to inclement weather. It was a 
routine workout, with nothing out of 
the ordinary evident. At 5:30 p.m., 
as the other players headed for the 
dressing room, Eaton called Wil-
liams aside. The conversation, as 
both the men remember it, went 
something like this: 

Eaton: "Joe, I received a letter 
this morning from the BSA listing 
some demands ... You know there 
is no way you can wear the arm-
bands (the "symbols of protest" in 
the fourth demand of Willie Black's 
letter) . . . You know the rule . . . " 

Williams: "Coach, our guys feel 
very strongly about this and if you 
let us handle this, leave us alone, 
we'll work this out." 

Williams further recalls that "Ea-
ton said there wouldn't be any trou-
ble unless we wore them (arm-
bands) on the field, and that the 
only demonstrating we should do 
was by playing." 

Eaton says: "I told Joe there was 
'no way you could wear the arm-
bands.' " 

Eaton instructed Williams to tell 
the other Black players what had 
been said, and Williams replied: 
"I'll tell them.'' 

When Eaton went into the dress-
ing room he saw the Black players 
gathered in a corner, talking. 

Apparently the Black athletes felt 
the need for further discussion. That 
evening, all l4 football players met 
in the campus dormitory room of 
one of their num her. Of this meet-
ing Williams says: 

"The fellows felt strongly about 
some form of protest, and we de-
cided it would be best to talk to 
him (Eaton) about it the next morn-
ing. We decided to wear the arm-
bands to his office. We didn't think 
it would be a violation of his rule 
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eluding the one from the Black Stu-
dents Alliance (BSA) , was asked: 
"Is anything bothering you?" The 
BSA representative, not W i 11 i e 
Black, indicated there was nothing 
at this time. He did say there were 
"some concerns in the athletic de-
partment" and that three Black 
athletes might like to discuss them 
at the next _committee meeting. 

The next morning, Oct. 16, the 
BSA letter dated Oct. 14 (the day 
before the Special Services Commit-
tee met) was sent to Carlson. 

"It is unfortunate," Carlson said 
later, "that the BSA did not bring 
this to the attention of the commit-
tee, which possibly could ha v e 
reached some solution before the 
demands were made public. I have 
supported very strongly all along 
the rights of individuals. I've been 
concerned about all parties 
involved. At the same time, I see 
the necessity of a coach maintain-
ing discipline." 

Willie Black contends the BSA did 
not know on Oct. 15 that the 14 
Black football players were going to 
wear black armbands. "I didn't 
hear about it until they told me 
after Eaton dismissed them on Oct. 
17," he says. 

Black athletes have been out-
standin_g performers on Coach Ea-
ton's Wyoming teams for a number 
of years. One of his stars on last 
year's team, Dave Hampton, ·now 
a rookie standout with the profes-
sional Green Bay Packers, told me 
in a telephone interview that Eaton 
"is not a racist." Hampton, who 
played under Eaton three seasons, 

called a "complete lie" reports that 
he had said the protest was directed 
out of Denver. Asked if his rela-
tions with Eaton were good, Hamp-
ton replied: "Let' s say my relations 
with the coaching staff, with the as-
sistant c o a c h e s were the best. 
They're a fine group of assistants." 

He added: "I think the players 
should be reinstated. An athlete is 
an integral part of the campus, and 
if something bugs him he should be 
able to speak out, as long as it 
doesn't interfere with his playing on 
the field." 

Hampton made this comment the 
day after Eaton announced the "no 
demonstration" rule was being 
modified. On Oct. 23, Eaton said 
". . . we are altering the rule so it 
applies only to players while direct-
ly participating in team activities." 
He emphasized, however, that the 
14 players would not be permitted 
back on the team this season. 

Two days later about 100 persons, 
White and Black, demonstrated 
peacefully in support of the dis-
missed players outside the Laramie 
stadium before Wyoming's game 
with San Jose State. In the crowd of 
nearly 19,000 were many fans wear-
ing "Eaton" armbands, while San 
Jose players wore multicolored 
armbands. Wyoming won 16 to 7. 

Whether the crisis has been re-
solved since this story was written 
a week ago, or whether it won't be 
laid to rest until m o n t h s pass 
doesn't alter widespread feelings 
that it will be a long time before 
things are the same at the Univer-
sity of Wyoming in little Laramie. 

Here's a brief background of the 14 players 

THESE are the 14 Black football 
players dismissed Oct. 17 from 

the University of Wyoming football 
team by Coach Lloyd Eaton, with 
position, hometown, class year and 
major: 

Jerry Berry, safety, Tulsa, Okla., 
sophomore, statistics. 

Tony Gibson, fullback, Pittsfield, 
Mass., junior, physical education. 

John Griffin, split end, San Fer-
nando, Calif., junior, physical edu-
cation. 

Lionel Gr i mes, defensive half-
back, Alliance, Ohio, sophomore, 
business administration. 

Mel Hamilton, offensive tackle, 
Boys Town, Neb., junior, physical 
education. 

Ron Hill, split end, Denver, sopho-
more, health education. 

Willie Hy saw, flanker, Bakers-
field, Calif., junior, philosophy. 

Jim Is a a c, halfback, Hanna, 
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Wyo., soph., physical education. 
Earl Lee, offensive guard, Chat-

tanooga, Tenn., sophomore, physi-
cal education. 

Don Meadows, center, Denver, 
sophomore, business administration. 

Tony McGee, defensive end, Bat-
tle Creek, Mich., junior, education. 

Ivie Moore, defensive halfback, 
Pine Bluff, Ark., junior, physical 
education. 

Joe Williams, tailback (tri-cap-
tain), Lufkin, Tex., senior, physical 
education. 

Ted Williams, tailback, Port Hue-
neme, Calif., junior, industrial arts. 

In addition to these 14, there were 
as of a week ago, 15 other Negro 
athletes at Wyoming: 1 on the fresh-
man football team, 4 on the varsity 
basketball team, 1 on the freshman 
basketball team, 8 on the track 
team, and 1 who is on both the ski 
and soccer teams. • 
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Letters to The Eagle 
Athletes had right 
to wear armbands 

TO THE EDITOR, 
Thanks for your editorial on 

"the Black 14," the 1969 incident 
in which Wyoming football play-
ers were kicked off the team be-
cause they told the coach they 
wanted to protest, by wearing 
black armbands, what they per-
ceived as prejudicial policies in 
Utah. 

The coach saw their request as 
violating his rule forbidding 
team members from participat-
ing in demonstrations. But that 
rule was an incredibly blatant vi-
olation of their rights. How can 
you tell an American that he or 
she has no right to speak? 

Several months before that in-
cident in Laramie, the U.S. ~u-

preme Court handed down its 
Feb. 24, 1969 decision in the case 
of Tinker vs. Des Moines Inde-
pendent Community School Dis-
trict 

In December 1965, John 
Tinker, 15 years old, and his sis-
ter, Mary Beth Tinker, 13, de-
cided to wear black armbands in 
school to protest the Vietnam 
war. 

The students were suspended 
from school until they would re-
turn without the armbands. 

The students went to court, 
and their complaint was dis-
missed on the grounds that the 
school had acted reasonably in 
order to maintain school disci-
pline. The Appeals Court was 
evenly split so the District Court 
decision was affirmed without an 
opinion. 

The U.S. Supreme Court re-
versed the lower court action 
and decided the case in favor of 
the students. 

The Court conceded that stu-
dents' rights might have t-0 be 
limited in some circumstances, 
to insure the school atmosphere 
necessary for education. But they 
said that in the Tinker case, 
"school officials banned and 
sought to punish petitioners for a 
silent, passive expression of 
opinion" - that is, an armband. 
There was no disorder, no dis-
ruption. 

"It can hardly be argued," the 
Court said, "that either students 
or teachers shed their constitu-
tion al rights to freedom of 
speech or expression at the 
schoolhouse gate." 

They went on to say, "In our 
system, state-operated schools 
may not be enclaves of totalita-
rianism .. . A student's rights, 
therefore, do not embrace 
merely the classroom hours. 
When he is in the cafeteria, or on 

.. 
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the playing field (emphasis 
added), or on campus during au-
thorized hours, ht- may express 
opinions, even on controversial 
subjects like the conflict in Viet-
nam ... " 

"The Constitution," the Court 
maintained, "says that Congress 
(and the States) may not abridge 
the right of free speech. This pro-
vision means what it says." 

If it's clear that a· student's 
armband would not disrupt a 
classroom lesson, it should be 
equally obvious that an athlete's 
armband would not disrupt a 
football game. They did have a 
right to wear those armbands. 

There is a belief that the play-
ers' main protest was against the 
refusal of the Mormon church to 
promote black members to the 
priesthood. The players did men-
tion that tenet of the Mormon 
canon (since repealed), but it 
seemed to me that their main 
complaint was that Brigham 
Young University referees would 
not blow the whistle on what they 
said were illegal tackles by BYU 
players. 

Then there is the rumor that 
outside agitators stirred up the 
happy-and-contented team. 

That rumor denigrates the dig-
nity and intelligence of those 
young black men. 

One of the leaders of the play-
ers' protest and lawsuit was Wil-
lie Black, who went on to get his 
doc~orate in mathematics at 
Wyoming. Was Willie Black a ro-
bot? Isn't it conceivable that he 
could use his own mind to decide 
that the coach's action was a ca-
reer-killing injustice? 

Another leader was a 
Cheyenne Central graduate, 
Dwight James, who had previ-
ously resigned from the team in 
order to concentrate on his stud-
ies. He went on to get double de-

grees in both law and medicine. 
Was Dwight James a robot? Was 
this young genius incapable of 
using his own mind to motivate. 
his protest against the coach? 

Finally, the case was not de-
cided on the basis of the players' 
criticism of the Mormon church. 
Churches can be criticized, and 
they are - almost daily. Crit-
icism is not persecution. And the 
repeal of the priesthood-for-
blacks-ban might be an indica-
tion that the criticism was justi· 
fled. 

The case was decided on the 
basis of the Eleventh Amend-
ment to the Constitution which' 
says that our federal courts have 
no jurisdiction to decide a case 
in which the State is being sued 
by citizens of another State. 

SYDNEY SPIEGEL 
Cheyenne 

Where to write 
The Wyoming Eagle wel-

comes letters to the editor. 
Please send letters to: 

Kerry Drake, Editorial Page 
Editor, Wyoming Eagle, 702 
W. Lincolnway, Cheyenne 
82001. 

Here are some guidelines: 
• Each letter must have an 

original signature - no 
photocopies are allowed. 

• Every letter must appear 
with the name and address of 
the writer. Letters with post 
office box numbers only will 
not be accepted. 

• Letters should be typed if 
possible. 

• Writers must include a 
daytime telephone number 
in case the editor has ques-
tions. The number will not be 
printed. 

• Letters will be verified by 11 
phone. ~ 

• Letters should be less 
than 300 words or they may 
be shortened. 

• All letters become the 
property of the Eagle. 
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Coker heads African American Education Office 
Adeniyi A. Coker Jr. is the first direc-

tor of the new African American Edu-
cation Office which opened at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming last spring. 

In addition to his duties with the of-
fice, he is also an associate professor in 
the UW Department of Theatre and 
Dance 

"Dr. Coker brings excellent creden-
tials to this new position, which is de-
signed to enrich the educational mi& 
sion of the university through 
attracting and retaining more minority 
students, faculty and staff," UW Presi-
dent Terry P. Roark said in announcing 
Coker's appointment. 

"He will also work to assure continu-
ing progress in developing a curric-
ulum that will prepare our students for 
work and life in a multi-cultural/multi-
ethnic society." 

Coker came to UW from the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Denver where he 
was an associate professor of theater. 
He taught undergraduate and graduate 
cl.a$eS in directing, African American 
studies, theater history and African 
aesthetics. He also directed two main 
stage shows annually. 

He has a B.A. degree (1983) in liberal 
d dramatic arts from the University 

of Ife, Nigeria ; an M.F .A. degree (1987) 
in theater directing from Brooklyn Col-
lege, City University of New York; and 
a Ph.D. degree (1991) in African Amer-
ican studies from Temple University. 

Before joining the CU faculty in 1991, 
Coker was, successively, an art fellow, 
Centre for African Art, London; coordi-
nator, certificate program in theater, 
University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria; 
and assistant professor of theater at 

William Paterson College of New Jer-
sey. 

Coker is responsible for providing 
academic and support services for Afri-
can American students; conducting 
liaison between UW and the African 
American community; coordinating 
athletic and student services; working 
with African American students 
groups; obtaining external funding for 
the program; and teaching and con-
ducting research. 

FIRST DIRECTOR -Adeniyi A. Coker Jr. is the first director of the 
new African American Education Office on the UW campus. 



• Write or wrong • 
Berry lost a dream with Black 14 

I lost some identity and some of my innocence during my 
year and a half stay in Laramie. The name given me at birth 
and the one I identified with is Jerome Berry but as a football 
player for Wyoming I was called Jerry Berry ... I never liked 
it, still don't. 

But losing some of my identity was nothing compared to los-
ing a dream because I wanted some answers to some questions. 
Number one on the list ... could I wear a black armband on the 
field during a game with Brigham Young University? I wanted, 
along with 13 other players, to protest some of the policies of BYU 
... but more than anything I wanted to beat BYU. 

I had hoped, if nothing else, to discuss my feelings with coach 
Lloyd Eaton. No demands, no outside agitators ... again I wanted 
to put a whipping BYU in the worst kind of way. If coach Eaton 
had said no armband- just play, I would have and with passion. 

Keep in mind, we were undefeated and as a starting soph-
omore safety I was enjoying an unbelievable year. But coach 
Eaton dominated the meeting and informed us from the outset 
"that were it not for him we would be back home on Negro or 
colored relief or at Grambling or Morgan State starving to 
death". He then told us .. we would never play another down of 
football for the University of Wyoming" . He was right. 

I can't really describe how devastated all of us felt ... it was 
also the end of my football career. Footbll was my ticket to a 
college education, a way to a brighter future and a better life. 
To prepare myself I became an honor roll student, student council 
president of both my junior and senior high schools, a member 
of the school choir and active in stage productions ... in short, 
the consummate student-athlete. With, I might add, more choices 
than Wyoming as a place to continue my education. 

But after what happened in Laramie I, along with the 13 oth-
ers, was considered a rebel rouser and trouble maker. Those are 
hard labels to shake and I still haven't completely but if given 
similar circumstances I wouldn't change a thing, because we did 
nothing wrong. 

I did however, feel cheated out of being able to explain what 
happened to my forme!" teammates who had to play on without 
us. We were alienated from them after being kicked off the team. 

Jim Flinchum had a number of his·· facts" wrong in his Sun-
day Cheyenne Tribune-Eagle article dated Oct. 3, 1993. He also 
wondered why the Black 14 issue was being revived - it's simple, 
history is a great teacher, when it reflects the truth! 

(From one who was there) 
Jerome (Jay) Berry 

Sportscaster 
WXY'lr TV Detroit, Michigan 
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UWshouldbe 
commended for 

reuniting Black 14 
TO mE EDITOR, 
Save three glaring excep-

tions, healing and understand-
ing seem to be breaking out, 
albeit nearly a quarter century 
after the Black 14 incident. 

I am proud of the University 
of Wyoming, my alma mater, for 
reuniting several African-
American members of the 1969 
Cowboy football team, and for 
the apology issued to all of 
them. Never is much worse 
than later. 

It was satisfying to read Sid-
ney Spiegel's legal history of 
the case and his constitutional 
conclusions about protestors' 
rights. It was even more satisfy-
ing that you printed it, for there 
was the day, 24 years ago, most 
of the Wyoming media closed 
the door on views of the Black 
14 or supporters. A radio jour-
nalist at the time, I was told in 
no uncertain terms not to re-
port anything "those niggers," 
their lawyers or backers had to 
say. 

Some business establish-
ments refused to serve any Af-
rican-American, but one store 
ciaimed it had soici every shot-
gun shell in the joint to blacks 
from Denver who came in sup-
port of the Black 14 and the 
Black Student Alliance. 

Those were the nastiest of 
times. 

If your readers accept Jim 
Flinchum's contention that rac-
ism had nothing to do with 
what happened and that 1969 
should not have been revived, 
then they accept and support 
the recent "disfellowshipment" 
of feminists and so-called intel-
1 e ct u al s from the Mormon 
Church. While Lloyd Eaton is 
glaring exception number 1, 
your former editor is a close 
second. 

Until the Mormon Church has 
some more modern-day reve-
lations about women and hu-
manists, it, too, remains a 
glaring exception to under-
standing and heali g. An Afr-i-
can-Ameri can Mormon priest 
says little unless he brings 
about the elimination of dis-
crimination within and without 
his church. (Just how many Af-
rican-American Mormon 
priests are there?) 

The Black 14 incident and 
surrounding issues have seve-
ral connections to Arizona, 
from where I write. 

Five minutes from my home 
are the offices and training fa-
cilities of the Phoenix Cardi-
nals, where former UW football 
coach "Fritz" Shurmur is de-
fensive coordinator. He's done 
well in the pro ranks, but I'm 
sure he would have preferred 
eventually getting there with-
out that serend'ipitous first 
step: Lloyd Eaton's demise. 

In 1975, African-American 
students at Arizona State Uni-
versity established the Black 
House, an activities and study 
center. On a Saturday that year, 
patrons of the center wore 
black armbands to the ASU-
BYU football game. The follow-
ing Monday, the Black House 
found itself in the path of a 
bulldozer. 

With his wife, Steven Benson 
of The Arizona Republic, win-
ner of a Pulitzer Prize for edi-
torial cartooning and grandson 
of Mormon President Ezra Taft 
Benson, last week resigned 
from the Mormon Church, cit-
ing, in part, the coverup of his 
grandfather's inability to run 
the church and its treatment of 
women. 

I believe now that if a wom-
en's sports team at UW wanted 
to wear armbands in a game 
against BYU, everything would 
turn out right. 

PHIL RISKE 
. Chandler, Arizona J/Jc.b 
i.V1. 1'YltoCJ Tn l:Ju11t '-(}rx. 
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PAGFELEV.N ................................................................... 
Negro Athletes 

(Continued from Page 1) 
cur, the senate threate~ to cut 
off the senate's allocation to the 
athletic fund - about $100.000 
yearly, and to take "further ac-
tion for the remo?al of t~eorics 
and individuals responsible for 
this unfortunate situation." 

Observers were qu ick to p.>in~ 
out that the 15-3 decision of the 
senate could not be tenned re-
flective of student feeling at the 
university. No concerted effort 
was seen on the part of any 
student senator to contact his 

• • 
student constituents to de>.: ·J 
an accurate trend of student 
feeling. 

'-feeling today at 3 p. 111. 11. 
the ballroom of the student u:1-
ion will be the u-W faculf\• ~en
ate, which will also considei' tlr· 
matter. 

University of Wyomin!? fo 1 -

ball gans expressed their f.:.~1-

ings during the final quarte · "' 
the BYli-Cowboy game Sat-
urday, when the chant f r •' ''' 
both sides of War ~1emoria! 
Stadium ran "We lo\e E:t" ,: 
We love Eaton~·· 



There were no winners in Black 14 battle 
I was touched a year ago when 

former Wyoming football coach 
Lloyd Eaton returned for the 
first time in more than 20 years 
to speak at the Cheyenne Quar-
terback Club meeting. 

I was equally touched last 
weekend as I talked to members 
of Eaton's 1969 team who saw 
their collegiate careers cut 
short and their chances for a 
pro career jeopardized when 
they clashed with the coach 
over the right to protest what 
they saw as racist policies 
within the Mormon Church at 
the time. 

Though Eaton and the players 
give vastly different accounts of 
what happened some 24 years 
ago, and clearly still see those 
events through different per-
spectives, they do have two 
qualities in common - a deep 
sense of loss, and a deeper 
sense of pride which has al-
lowed them to endure through 
the years. 

There were few winners in 
the Black 14 controversy which 
swept through Wyoming during 
the 1969 football season. 

Eaton saw a promising coach-
ing career shot down in its 
prime. He took over for Bob De-
vaney in 1962, after Devaney 
had moved on to Nebraska 
where he would become one of 
the nation's most prominent 
coaches. 

In eight years, Eaton fash-
ioned a 56-23-2 mark. But the 
scandal had gutted his program, 
and Eaton left after a 1-9 season 
in 1970, never again to rise to 
the ranks of coaching promi-
nence he had enjoyed while in 
Laramie. 

Walter Rubel 
SPorts Editor 

Nearly all of the players saw 
their dreams of playing pro ball 
dashed in the controversy. Tony 
McGee did make it with the Chi-
cago Bears and New England 
Patriots, and Joe Williams had a 
short stint with the Dallas Cow-
boys and New Orleans Saints. 

But the rest of the Black 14 
was left to wonder "what if." 

Though I'm not ready to buy 
the claim of Irie Moore that all 
14 would have been drafted into 
the pros if not for the incident, 
it does seem likely that several 
had legitimate chances for pro 
careers dashed. 

NFL scouting services were 
not nearly as well developed in 
1969 as they are today. If a simi-
1 ar incident were to happen 
these days, pro teams would al-
ready have detailed reports on 
every player involved, and those 
with the talent would at least be 
offered a free agent contract. 
But in 1969, it was much more 
difficult to make it to the pros 
without a senior season in col-
lege, especially if a player had 

been tagged as a troublemaker. 
We'll never know how many of 

the Black 14 could have had pro 
careers. More importantly, 
they' ll never know. It's now 24 
years later, and many are still 
clinging to the broken pieces of 
that dream. 

Both Eaton and the four play-
ers who represented the Black 
14 at a reception last weekend 
said the same thing when asked 
to reflect on the events of 1969 
- if given the chance, they'd do 
it all again. 

That bothered me at first. 
Didn't anybody learn anything 
from the events of 1969? Know-
ing how much was sacrificed, 
how can they say now that they 
wouldn't at least try to do things 
differently? 

But then I realized it was sim-
ply pride - an immense, at 
times illogical pride - that will 
not allow compromise, even af-
ter 24 years. 

Through the years, history has 
simplified the events which Jed 
to the Black 14. The condensed 
version has it that Eaton booted 
the 14 players off the team for 
their insistence on protesting 
policies of the Mormon Church 
during the week of the BYU 
game. But, it goes far deeper 
than that 

The church policies, which 
prohibited blacks from entering 
the priesthood, became a rally-
ing point for the black students. 
They were something tangible, 
rules written down in back and 
white, that those students could 
point to and say, "That's 
wrong." 

But, it would be naive to think 
Mormon Church policies were 

the only source of contention for 
African American students at-
tending school in Laramie dur-
ing the 1960s. 

They felt threatened . They 
felt ostracized . They felt dis-
criminated against. And , while 
there may not have been a bla-
tant policy of discrimination in 
Laramie, as there had been with 
the Mormon Church, those feel-
ings were still every bit as real. 

For Eaton , it was more than 
just a question of defending the 
church. He also had to protect 
his authority as a football coach, 
which in those days was a posi-
tion just a half step below God. 

Eaton climbed to power in the 
days of Woody Hayes and Bear 
Bryant Coaches back then ruled 
their teams with the authority of 
absolute dictators. And , it was 
believed for the coaches to give 
in one inch on that authority 
would erode the discipline 
which was needed to be suc-
cessful. 

As is usually the case when 
people of different eras and dif-
ferent ideologies clash, there is 
no clear-cut right or wrong. 
Folks throughout the state im-
mediately began choosing sides, 
and positions became hardened 
on both sides. The years have 
done little to soften those posi-
tions. 

But at the center of the con-
troversy were a group of men 
who still believe in their hearts 
that they were doing the right 
thing. 

As Dave Mason once put it : 
"There ain ' t not good guys, 
there ain't no bad guys, there's 
only you and me and we just dis-
agree." 

(0G\Gm l N1 Tr, 'Ov .. 11e, -c~l 
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BLACK 14: CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Carlson and Eaton recei\ ed 

these letters Oct. 16. 
After Eaton saw the letter, 

he told Joe Williams to tell the 
other African·:\merican play-
ers any protest against BYU 
would not be tolerated. 

That night, the decision to 
talk to Eaton was made solely 
by the players. ·According to 
Mel Hamilton, the players 
were together. "W$ were 100 
percent unified. We gave all 
the players an opportunity to 
withdraw ... " 

From then on, stories 
between the players and coach 
conflict. 

They entered Eaton's office 
at 9:30a.m. 

"We knew about the rule 
against protest, and we went 
to see if we couldn't work 
something out ... We wanted 
to see if we could wear bfack 
armbands in the game, or 
black socks or black Xs on our 
helmets. And if he said no, we 
had already agreed that we 
would be willing to protest 
with nothmg but our black 
skins," Willianis said in a 
Sports Illustrated interview 
from Nov. 5, 1969 . 

From the same SI article, 
Eaton said he spent 10 min-
utes listening to the Black 14 
before telling them they were 
off the team. 

In an interview with jet 
Magazine from Nov. 13, 1969, 
Williams dictated what he 
heard from Eaton. "'Fellows, 
I'll make it real short. You are 
all off athletic scholarships as 
of the second semester."' 

In the Laramie Daily 
Boomerang that week, play-
er Jerry Berry disagreed with 
Eaton's statement. "All we 
heard 95 percent of the time 
was 'Shut up.' We didn't 
even get a chance to explain 
ourselves." 

They then went to the 
Fieldhouse where, according 
to the players, Eaton talked 
dm·\'n to them, even using a 
few racial insults. 

Both sides agreed when the 
Black 14 left, they were off 
the team. 

Word of the Black players' 
expulsion spread throughout 
UW. The Black 14 went to tell 
Willie Black, the head of the 
BSA, what had occurred. 
Carlson was then contacted 
on behalf of the Black 14 by 

o er Danieb, facult} ad\ i-
sor for the BSA. By 11 :30 

a.m., Carlson agreed to meet 
with them. 

News also reached the state. 
Members of the Board of 
Trustees came to be a part of 
the hearings, on Carlson's 
request. Those that could not 
kept in touch through tele-
phone. Even the governor, 
Jerry Hathaway appeared. 

UW Trustee Gordon 
Brodrick said in a story by the 
Powell Tribune, the African-
American players admitted to 
"pressure" to support the BSA 
and to protest the BYU game. 

From the SI article, Eaton 
said, "Why haven't we had a 
demonstration before? And 
we've had Negro players here 
since 1960. And I'll tell you 
why. This is the first year the 
Black Student Alliance has 
been on campus. Now they're 
organized and ready to act. 
The WAC was picked because 
of Brigham Young. And we 
were picked as the trigger 
because of our demonstra-
tions. It all fits." 

"If there was any outside 
influence, most of the players 
were totally unawa.-e of it," 
player Mel Hamilton said. The 
black students and BSA 
repeatedly denied any in.fl.u-
ence from outside the campus 
or the state. 

After everyone arrived at 
Old Main, the meeting bega:1 
at 8 p.m. with the Trus~ees 
meeting the Black 14 and 
coaches separately. 

During the meetings, the 
coaches lightened their stance, 
and said the black players 
could play without the arm-
bands. However, the Black 14 
hardened their position and 
said they would not play with-
out them. 

One demand the coaches 
made was the white players 
would have to vote to accept 
them back, which the black 
players immediately rejected. 

At 3:30 a.m., the Trustees 
announced acceptance of 
Eaton's ruling, and the Black 
14 were off the team. The 
Trustees said, "The matter of 
team discipline is delegated 
to the coaching staff. The 
action of the a~hletes m 
wearing black armbands to 
the Fieldhouse Friday as a 
protest to the LOS Church 
has been considered by 
coach Eaton ao:; a definite vio· 
lahon of a coaches' rule and 
a breach of d1 cipline." 
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Black 14 video examines famous civil rights case 
by Robert Roten 
Boomerang film critic 

sure to reopen old wounds and stir 
up fresh controversy almost 30 
years after it happened. 

religious freedom. 
A planned protest by 14 black 

football players in 1969 eventually 
resulted in the toppling of a popu-
lar football coach, years of severe 
damage to a once-mighty football 
program and even a change of pol-
icy by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints. It was a lot of 
turmoil over a few ounces of black 
cloth (the players wanted to wear 
black arm bands during a game 
against BYU). 

eluding the word "nigger" repeat-
edly uttered by BYU players to 
black athletes. 

A documentary video airing this 
week about Wyoming's most fa-
mous civil rights demonstration is 

"The Black 14" is not just a 
football story. It was a battle over 
freedom of speech, civil rights and 

Eaton removed the players from 
the team for violating two team 
rules, the first violation was of a 
team rule prohibiting any kind of 
protest by players (they wore the 
black arm bands when they came 
to his office). The second was a 
team rule that prohibited the for-
mation of factions within the team. 

MoNDAY 

Host Harry Anderson examines how a dog's life in 
the 1990s includes more than just eating, sleeping 
and fetching in Dog Tales Monday on USA Network. 

The video documentary uses in-
terviews with the black players and 
others involved in the issue to ex-
plore the issues around the black 
14 incident. 

The video was written, pro-
duced and directed by Mike McEl-
reath of University of Wyoming 
television. Former director of Afri-
can-American Studies at UW Dr. 
Niyi Coker, also helped to produce 
the 54-minute tape. The video will 
be initially shown on Feb. 19 at 8 
p.m. on local cable channel 12, 
Wyoming Public Television. 

In 1969, the Wyoming football 
team was undefeated and ranked 
12th in the nation going into the 
BYU game. The black players ap-
proached head coach Lloyd Eaton 
with a request to wear black arm 
bands on their uniforms during the 
game to protest the Mormon 
church's prohibition of blacks in 
the priesthood. Part of the protest 
also bad to do with 1acial slurs, in-

Not only did Eaton kick the 
players off the team, he lectured to 
them heated! y in the War Memo-
rial Fieldhouse, demeaning them, 
according to the players and an-
other witness, Annie Marie Wal-
thal, who was jogging in the Field-
house during what she called the 
"tirade" by Eaton. 

Two of the players interviewed 
for the documentary said that 
Eaton told them if they wanted to 
protest they could not do it at UW. 
He said their choices included 
picking cotton, going on "Negro 
relief' or they could go to places 
like Grambling or Morgan State, 
two black colleges. When the play-
ers tried to speak, he told them to 
"shut up." 

Mel Hamilton said he just 
smiled during Eaton's lecture. He 
wasn't surprised by what Eaton 
said at all. It was what he expected. 
Hamilton and other players said 
they were prepared to face the con-
sequences of their deci ion. 
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Ivie Moore, one of the black 14, 
said, "I knew at some point in time 
you got to stand up for what you 
believe in. I thought about it, and I 
stood up." 

That wasn't the end of it. There 
were several tense meetings be-
tween the players, the UW Board 
of Trustees, the athletic director, 
the governor - Stan Hathaway -
and the Black Student Alliance, 
led by Willie Black. According to 
Carlson, Eaton and the coaches 
were willing to compromise on the 
issue, but the black 14 was ad-
amant about wearing the black arm 
bands during the game. 

After a meeting lasting until 2 
a.m., the board of trustees and Car-
lson left it up to Hathaway to de-
cide. He decided to back the 
coaches. The public also backed 
the coaches. There was over-
whelming support for Eaton in 
Wyoming. 

Without the black 14, Wyoming 
won the BYU game 40-7 and they 
went on to beat San Diego State, 
some of whose players were wear-
ing black arm bands during the 
game to protest the dismissal of the 
black 14. But after that, the foot-
ball team went on a losing streak, 
including losing all but one game 
the next season. 

Eaton quit the head coaching 
position after the next season, 
never to coach again. Wyoming 
football fell on hard times. After 
10 winning seasons, there was 
only one winning season in the de-
cade after the black 14. 

Eaton's absence is a glaring lack 
in the documentary. McElreath 
said he tried several times to get 
Eaton to agree to an interview for 
the video. 

A lawsuit filed by the players 
against UW drug on for three years 
in the courts, finally being re-
solved in favor of UW. The deci-
sion was a legal oddity, pitting the 
freedom of speech against the pro-
hibition of state establishment of 
religion. 

Six years after the court deci-
sion, however, there was a reve-
lation among the leaders of the 
Church of Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, allowing blacks into the 
church's priesthood. Church lead-
ers called it coincidence. Willie 
Black and Mel Hamilton called it a 
victory for the black 14. 

Hamilton, a Wyoming starter 
before being -kicked off the team 
with his 13 teammates, looks at the 
experience this way: 'The beauti-
ful thing is that l never felt better. I 
never felt more of a man ... That's 
the proudest day of my life (the 
day the black 14 were kicked off 
the team)." 

Eventually, three of the black 14 
went back to the team and were re-
instated by Eaton. Despite prob-
lems, 10 of the 14 eventually grad-
uated from college. Hamilton. 
alone, remains in Wyoming. Wil-
lie Black became a mathematics 
professor at the University of Chi-
cago. 



Motion Filed to Dismiss 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. (UPIJ -

The state of Wyoming Thurs-
day filed a motion in U. S. Dis-
trict Court here to dismiss a la\\ -
suit brought against University 
of Wyoming officials, including 
the UW board of trustees, over 
the dismissal of 14 black ath-
letes from the football team. 

Attornev General James E. 
Barrett, council for the defend-
ants, includmg UW President 
William D. Carlson and Head 
Coach Lloyd Eaton, listed three 
arguments for dismissal of the 
blacks' lawsuit and asked the 
court to hand down a summary 
judgment dropping the original 
action. 

The motion contended that: 
-The federal courts lack jur-

isdiction because the suit is di-
rected at the state of Wyoming, 
and thus it is not a type of legal 
action authorized by law. 

-With one exception, none of 
the 14 black athletes is a citizen 
of Wyoming and for that reason 
their legal action is in violation 
of the 11th amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution which forbids 
such a lawsuit against any state 
by citizens of another state. 

-The plaintiffs' claims is "'Un-
substantial and frivolous." 

On the latter point, the de-
fense motion noted that the dis-
missal of the 14 athletes was 
based on the action by the board 
of trustees after the football 
players alleged!) told Gov. 
Stan Hathawav and Carlson 
they would not· play in the Oct. 
18, football game a g a inst 
Brigham Young University un-
less they could wear black pro-
test armband . 

The defense motion also stated 
that the 1~ athletes had told 
Carlson and Hathaway they 

would not play for Wyoming as 
long a Eaton remained as head 
coach. 

The motion noted that the 
statement by the governor bad 
been contradicted by one of the 
14. tri-captain Joe Williams dur-
ing a hearing before U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Ewing T. Kerr t"O\'. 
10. 

But the state"s action Thurs-
day added that Carlson offered 
testimony corroborating the gov-
ernor's statement about the 14 
blacks' determination to wear 
black armbands in the BYU 
game Oct. 18. 

As a result. the motion said. 
the action bv the H 'blacks also 
should be diSmissed on tl:e basis 
of a lack of credibility as well 
as being frirnlous. 

It ah) added that ha:! the 
uni\ ersit» tn.Lltees :ind adminis-

u·t Against UW 
tration acceded to the demands 
to protest against BYU, the state 
and the university officials 
would ha\'e violated the consti-
tutional prohibition ·•a g a in s t 
establishment of religion and the 
principle of separation of church 
and state." 

The motion also said the 14 
blacks were attending the uni-
versitv under athletic scholar-
ship agreements in which they 
had agreed to play football for 
the University of Wyoming in 
return for scholarship benefits. 

"None of the benefits under 
the athletic scholarship agree-
rr.ents have been denied by the 
state of Wyoming through the 
University of Wyoming ... and 
no ruch rights have been threat-
ended or denied at any futm·e 
date,.. rhe n .otion read 

Citing the 11th amendme'lt to 
the U.S. Constitution, the st3te's 
motion added: "The relief 
sought is against the stale of 
Wyoming and the judgement 
sought (of $1.l million in dam-
ages as well as a permanent 
injunction against the blacks' 
dismissal) would expend itself 
on the public treasury of the 
state of Wyoming. The suit 
therefore is a suit against the 
sovereign state of Wyoming." 

The motion added this cannot 
be done unless an express sta-
tute permits such a suit. 

It also added that no clai~ 
of monetary damages had b~rt 
filed directly against the state 
through its fiscal agencies which 
made the damage request "fata'-
ly d2fective " 
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Carlson Testifies in Black 14 Case 
By JACK K. GRAEME UW President Dr. William sincerely harbored deep per- Kerr has yet to rule on a "good Cowboy football " to be 

United Press International Carlson said Gov. Stanley Hath- sonal feelings against what they state motion to dismiss the pro- around such things . 
The University of Wyoming away at an emergency meet- believed were "racist" policies ceedings against Eaton since he Black told the court BSA 

president and two trustees test- ing the night of Oct. 17, per- of the Mormon church. is no longer a university em- members and some of the 14 
ified Monday they understood sonally asked all 14 if they Trustees Al Pence of Lara- ploye. players met Oct. 15. 1969, to 
that not one of 14 Black atb- would play BYU without arm- mie and Clifford Hollon of Lusk One of the 14 former play- discuss a BYU protest and the 
letes dismissed by Coach Lloyd bands or play under Eaton's di- testified they asked the 14 that ers testified Monday he never players knew of a letter being 
Eaton in 1969 would play ,1rection. Carlson said while not night if any would play BYU told trustees he would not play sent to school officials telling 
against Brigham Young with- all answered, those who did without wearing armbands. against BYU without an arm-,about the proposed protest. 
out wearing protest armbands. isaid no and .others shook the~ They said none said yes, and ban_d. Melvin Hamil~on, 24: Lar- He said he attended the trus-

The 14 were dismissed Oct. 1heads negatively. None said several answered no. Pence and am1e, told the non-Jury trial he :ees' meeting Oct. 11 and ttJ bis 
17, 1969, and that was upheld by yes, he testified. . Carlson also testified they beard ~id not reply to a similar ques- knowledge, no players r~fused 
the board. U.S. [(strict Judge .The school pr~s1dent also de- some of the 14 say th~y would tion by Ha~~way. to play without wearing arm-
Ewing Kerr dismissed their $1.1 med ever hearmg any of the not play under Eaton s coach- Also testifying early Monday bands. 
million suit against school of- 14 complain Eaton subjected ing. was Willie Black, one of the Black said there was a 
ficials Eaton and the state in them to racial slurs as testi- Pence said he finally moved founders of the Black Students ·'mixed response from the ath-
1970. ' jfied earlier. . to sustain Eaton 's dismissal be- Alliance, which arr~nged the letes when asked by the trus-

The U.S. 10th Circuit ~l~ of Carlson _said be had no ca.use "it was an. unt~nkable campus protest a~amst BYU, tees and later Gov. Ha ha \·ay 
Appeals u!)held the dismissal d~ubts dunng th.e lon,g talks, thing that a un1vers1ty .. . and UW trustee Clifford Hollon if they would play BYU ith-
for damages because the state ! with the 14 that rugbt that they lsbould protest or be intolerant of Lusk. . out armbands. Ho ·ever, he 
did not give its permission to of religion of anyone . ., A key question to be deter- could not identify anyone !;ay-
be sued, but ordered a new Joseph A. Geraud, yice pre- mined by the new trial is wheth- ing they would or \F>uldn't play. 
trial to determine if they were sident for student affairs, test- er the athletes demanded . to Hollon ::.aid the tru:t""S met 
denied their constitutional free- ified UW and Western Athletic wear black armbands durmg· first with Eaton and thPn with 
dom of speech. 1 Con~e~enc_e po~cy _ said athl~tes , their O~t. 17, 1?69, football 14 players and bla cks. bPfore 

Weston Reeves, attorney for par:Ji~rpating m mte~collegiate game w_1t~ BYU Ill protest of:deciding to S•JPP()rt Eaton. 
the athletes. rested his case activities were considered of- the policies of the Mormon ----
!Jonday after presenting five ficial school representatives. !Church. They deny making the 
~tnesses. Attorney General He noted all 14 week kept on demand. 
Clarence Brimmer has two fin- 'football scholarships that se- Hamilton testified all 14 were 
al witnesses - the Governor mester although they could have dismissed Oct. 17 by Eaton. 
and Eaton - to present Tues- 1been dropped. Eight returned who he said also hurled racial 
day along with a deposition the next semester and were giv- slurs at them. The 14 were 
from another trustee before en financial aid since they no wearing black armbands at the 
resting. longer had foo~ball scholarships time. 

he said. j He said Eaton agreed to 
Even if the athletes win their speak v.;th them at their re-

case, none are eligible to play quest. but then told them "Gen-
football at UW now. tlemen, you can save time and 
-------------1breath. As of now you're off , 

the football team.'' 
He said Eaton insulted them. 

saying many were in jail before 
getting UW football scholar-
ships, and that some didn't 
know their parents. 

Hamilton said at an emergen-
cy board meeting a few hours 
later, he told the trusti>e.c; " I 
v.-as convinced be (Eaton) v.·as 
not stable enough to coach hu 
man beings or talk to human 
beings and was not fit to be 
coach." 

He said he "never" told the 
board he wonld not play with-
ou wearing an armband. But 
he later te. tified he did not 
hear tho1;e questions asked at 
the trustee ' meeting. 

Hamilton said it was not tnie 
a majority of the playns tolrl 
the governor they would not 
play without armbands. and said 
he gave no answer. He testified 

owever, while some said 
"Something,'' he was con<'entrat-
ing on his own thoui?:hts and 
coulrl not say what any of the 
thers told Hathaway. 
He al<:o said he did not an 

~wer when a.ked if he would 
play under Eaton, and again 
did not hPar what others said. 

Hamilton teslilied Eaton nev-
er , Pt any rule forbidding play-
er from pan.icipaling in dem-
onstrations, although be said 
the coach told th m il was not 



ac s ose 
Cloudy arid colder, 

possio'e snow 
tomorrow. 

103rd Year ot t-'uo11car1u .• 

Tribune Leader-sun. Vol. 75, No. 264Cheyenne Wyoming, Monday, November 
Leader. Vol. 103. No. 38 1 

irst 
Who, from zone !o 

zone, guides 
through the bound-
less sky thy certo n 

flight.-Bryc nt 

Fourteen b 1 a ck s dis-
missed Oct. 17 from the 
Unh·ersity of Wyoming 
football team Jost their 
first two legal rounds be-
fore U.S. District Judge 
Ewing T. Kerr here todar. 

Kerr turned down the ath-
letes' bids in a lawsuit against 
university officials and the 
state to have the main points 
of the case heard by a three· 
judge federal court, and ob-
tain a temporary restraining 
order against their dismissal.. 

Judge Kerr coupled his de-
cision with a statement sug-
gesting that football coaches 
have ·'certain inherent powers 
to discipline, regulate train-
ing, and other matters inci-

curt 
clental to the general conduct 
of a team." 

The effect of today's hearing 
means that: 

-Judge Kerr himself will 
hear the main portion of the 
lawsuit which asks a perman-
ent injunction against the uni-
versity officials a n d state 
from dismissing the 14 from 
the Wyoming team after wear-
ing black protest armbands 
against orders in Coach Lloyd 
Eaton's office on Oct. 17, and 
o. $1,100,000 damage award 
against the university officials 
and the state. 

-In the meantime, Eaton, 
the university officials, and the 
state will not be interfered 
with by the federal courts in 
their action. 

There also was an indication 
that today's decision also elim-
inated the claim for $1,100,000 
in damages. 

Kerr. who heard arguments 
here last Monday on the two 
issues resolved in today's rul-
ing - that of the temporary 
restraining order and the re-
quest for a three-judge court 

handed down his decision 
in the form of a brief order 
in U. S. District Court at 9 
a. m. today. 

One effect of today's decision 
apparently was to knock out 
the request for damages 
against the university officials 
and the state. 

In a statement accompanying 
his order, Kerr said: 

"Irrespective of the presi-
dent (of the university) and 
the individual members of the 
board of trustees of the uni-
versity being named as parties 
defendant, this action is in 
fact a suit against the state of 
Wyoming. The board (of trus-
tees l is nothing more or less 
than the arm or alter ego of 
the state." 

Since the State of Wvomina 
cannot be sued for m~netar; 

oun 
damages without its express 
consent. the effect of this 
legal view apparently was to 
remove the issue of the claim 
for Sl.100,000 listed in the suit 
filed Oct. 30 by the 14 blacks. 

Announcing h i s decision, 
Judge Kerr also said: 

"There is no judicial power, 
the exercise of which is more 
delicate, which requires greater 
caution, or more dangerous 
in a doubtful case, than the 
issuing of a temporary re-
straining order or injunction. 

"It is the strong arm of 
equity, which should never be 
extended except when the 
right is clear, the injury im-
pending or threatened. It 
should not be granted in 
be granted in doubtful cases un-
less it comes within the well-
established principles, for if it 
is issued erroneously an ir-
reparable injury is inflicted. 

"It will be refused until a 
court is satisfied that a right 
is about to be destroyed. 

"The federal powers to en-
join the enforcement of ad-
ministrative orders should not 
be exercised hastily or harsh-
ly for the great respect due 
a sovereign state," Kerr's 
statement said. 

He added: "I seriously doubt 
if this court has supervisory 
jurisdiction over a verbal di-
rective issued by a football 
coach, when issued undoubted-
ly for the best interest and 
welfare of the team," 

''Any coach," said the court, 
"has certain inherent powers 
to discipline, regulate train-
in~. and other matters inci-
dental to the general conduct 
of a team. 

"I am now persuaded," KelT 
said, "the showing in this case 
justified a temporary restrain-
ing order and the application 
therefore is denied. 

"Jn my judgment," he con-
cluded. '·this is not a case for 

a three-judge conrt under the 
doctrine of the Supreme Court 
of the United States in two 
recent cases, Swift & Company 
vs. Wickham, and Tinker vs. 
Des 1\1oines School District, 
ci.nd a 10th Circuit (Court of 
Appeals) decision, Tri-State 
vs. Public Service Commis-
sion of Wyoming. Accordingly 
the application for a three-
judge court is denied." 

Charles E. Graves and Wes-
ton W. Reeves, local counsel 
for the 14 blacks, and Attorney 
General James E. Barrett,. 
representing the state and tfnl-
versity officials, were present 
to hear the judge announce 
his decision from the bench. 
William Waterman, chief coun-
sel for the 14, a Detroit, Mich. 
civil rights attorney, was not 
present although he presented 
the principal arguments for 
the plaintiffs at the hearing 
before Kerr a week ago. 

Attorneys for the blacks had 
themselves raised the point 
about the Tinker vs. Des 
Moines case, pointing to it as 
a possible parallel to. the 
Wyoming controversy. 

But in last .Monday's bear-
ing, Kerr carefully pointed 
out, during discussions in the 
hearing on this aspect of the 
case, that the Tinker case had 
been tried by one judge. 

Had the call for a three-
judge court been granted, the 
designation of one U. S. cir-
cuit and two district judges 
by the chief judge of the 10th 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
would ha vc been necessary 
and any aopeal from their 
finding if taken would have 
gone directly to the U. S. Su-
preme Court instead of the 
Court of Appeals. 

No date was set bv Kerr to-
day for hearing the main issue 
in the case. and there was no 
immediate indica ion when " 
rlatc would be set. 



Kerr A • Di sm1sses • 

UW's Back 11 Lawsuit 
"G. S. District Judge 

Ewing T. Kerr for the sec-
ond time in 181 ., months 
today rejected a- demand 
by a group of black ath-
letes that they be rein-
stated to the University of 
Wyoming football team 
from which they were dis-
missed two years ago for 
attempting to protest a 
scheduled game with Brig-
ham Young University. 

Kerr, in a 13-page decision 
on a lawsuit filed by the black 
football players, again asserted 
t h a t for Wyoming state 
authorities to have permitted 
such a demonstration on a foot-
ball playing field of a tax-sup-
ported institution would have 
constituted in effect a violation 
of the principle of separation 
of church and sta e. 

The decision followed a two· 
day trial here on the sole issue 
of whether a declaratory judg-
ment, as requested in a law 
suit filed by the original 14 
plaintiffs, later reduced to 11, 
should be issued by the court 
ordering the remaining black 
athletes restored to the team. 
Kerr di missed the suit in 
today's action. 

The court indicated restor-
ation of the 11 to the team 
would be a practical impos-
sibility. Kerr noted evidence at 
the trial Sept. '!.7 and 28 here 
showed that rule~ of both the 
Western Athletic Conference 
and the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association "which to-
gether define the eligibility of 
football player at the Univer-
ity of Wyoming" suggested 

that none of the 11 was pre-

alleged religious beliefs of 
the Mormon Church . . . " 

That at the time of the con-
frontation between the 14 black 
football players at Eaton "and 
at all times thereafter." in-
c,u.Ung a session \vith Univer-
sity President Dr. William D. 
Carlson and his staff and later 
a bearing with the Wyoming 
Board of Trustees, "the plain-
tiffs had determined and in-
sisted upon the right to wear 
the black armbands over the 
University of Wyoming football 
team during the scheduled 
football game between the 
University of Wyoming and 
Brigham Young University on 
the afternoon of Oct. 18. 1969, 
in specific protest to cer ain 
al:~ged religious beliefs of the 
Mormon Church ... " 

-That the "sole and onlv 
reason for wearing of the black 
armbands at all times was that 
of protest against alleged 
religious beliefs of the ~Iormon 
church and did not. in anywise, 
relate to alleged cheap shots 
and namecalling related to 

members of the (BYU) football 
team." 

Wrote Kerr: "The fullest 
reaJzatiou of true re ig10us 
liberty requires that govern-
ment neither engage in nor 
compel religious practices, that 
it effect no favoritism among 
sects or between religion and 
non-religion, and that it work 
de·errence of no religious 
belief." 

Then be added: "The rights 
of the plaintiffs to freedom of 
speech as guaranteed by the 
First Amendment cannot be 
held paramcu-t to the rights 
of a.hers 10 oractice their 
religion free from state-sup-
ported protest since 'i,...nividual 
liberties cannot be left com-
pletely uncontrolled to c'ash 
v.ith similarlv asserted liber ies 
of several thousand others' " 

Among other things the court 
held that the actions taken by 
the universi ~ 's administration 
and supported by i s board of 
trustees den~ing the football 
players the right to wear arm -
bands on o the playing field 

·•was not predicated upon the 
likelihood of disruption, al-
though such a demonstration 
mi;ht have tended to create 
di~ruption. '' 

'·The court finds tha the 
proof of like1H1ood of disruption 
h2:: no bearing u;ion he actions 
o' the defendants in this case 
an:i is not a requisite for the 
action taken in light of \he 
on~rwhelming showing of 
co:istitutionally valid reasons. . 

That mandate, Kerr wrote, 
v:as one of "complete neutrality 
by the sta e of Wyoming in 
re ation to religious. matters. 
churches and beli"fs. and the 
\ ·:·oming constitu ional man-
date guaranteeing that no 
p rson shall be moles ed in his 
or her religious be;iefs." 

Th op:nio, a~s· asszrted that 
thz case o~ Tink-r vs. Des 
:\:"ines in which the Suoreme 
Court upheld the righ of 
students to wear black arm-
ban'.ls into an Iowa school in 
prot::st agains the Vietnam 
w<ir, did not apply. 

-----------------·---------------- - --

Cloudy and cold 
with chance of 
snow tonight 
and Tuesday. 

105th Year of Publication 

The latter action, Kerr 
pointed out, involved a protest 
against "a governmental or 
p:)litical activi y, within the 
p~;me zone of protected areas 
of ~ee spzech ... " 

The o;i nio:i pointed out that 
rn:itr~ ry to elforts by the 11 
r r:.1a'm-:;rl plaintiffs' counsel to 
da:m hey haj not received a 
iair h~aring before the Univer-
si ;· of Wyoming Board of 
Tr __ ste.s Oct. 17-18, 1969, that 
t1.-ay did not then complain 
a')out th) b~aring '·nor was 
such com•laint raised in the 
r:··,,.;,a procee·'ing be'ore this 
C'r"T . It may no. th~refore be 
r · ~~,3 n:nv." 

Th, court also noted that 
E ~01's rul~ against demo:1-
strations on the ath'etic playing 
~ .:·' ·''.n protes of the religious 

1 Ii 3fs of o h ~rs was not arbi-
•-::1 rv or ca'.'lricious anr1 at no 
~: rn '.) p-ior to Oct. 17, 1963, did 
a~ • o th~ p' aint'ffs object or 
pr~test or indicate their dis-
<: r' -oval of the football 
co~ching rule." 

Ride on over 
all obstacles, 

and win the race. 
-Dickens 



ACLU Involved 
In Appeal by '14' 
DENVER (UPI) - The Mich., and chief counsel for the 

American Civil Liberties 14, stated after Kerr's decision 
Union, moving into the he would be moving to involve 
case of Wyoming's 14 black the ACLU more extensively in 
athletes has retained a Co- the case. Waterman tol<l UPI 
lorado state representative on March 26 that once the case 
and former Colorado state was out of Wyoming it would 
senator to handle an appeal assume "national proportions." 
to the U.S. 10th Circuit Hahn ended a four-year term 
Court of Appeals. in the Colorado Senate in 1968. 

Colorado State Rep. Thomas Bastien is presently serving his 
Bastien said he and former second two-year term in the 
State Sen. David Hahn were House. 
serving as counsel for the In dismissing the 
ACLU and would handle the ap- case, Kerr ruled that 
peal of the athletes. Both men university as a tax-supported 
are Denver attorneys. state institution, permitted the 

A $1.1 million damage suit 14 athletes to wear black arm-
filed by the 14 against the Uni- bands in an Oct. 8 football 
versity of Wyoming, the state game against Brigham Young 
of Wyoming and three of its of- University, it would have vio-
ficials and trustees was dis- lated the constitutional prohibi-
missed in U.S. District Court in tion against establishment of 
Cheyenne by Judge Ewing T. religion. 
Kerr on March 25. The athletes were kicked off 

Attorneys for the athletes the football team when they 
filed an appeal to the U.S. 10th walked into the office of head 
circuit court just last Friday, coach Lloyd Eaton Oct. 17 wear-
some two hours before the 30- ing black armbands in protest 
day deadline expired. of the racial policies of the 

William Waterman, civil Mormon Church which operate~ 

tlgb~Jj~~~m Pon~, - :;_ ?Z> ' 



POINTS TO PONDER 
M.F.W. was loaded to capacity with sheep 

The month of December and fallen from the band. The sheep 
Christmas is with us-a time for were taken to the next ranch 
aiding those less fortunate than home of the trail where the 
ourselves. It is a time for renewed children cared for them until they 
effort in thinking and living ac- could go on or be picked up t~ 
cording to those principles set be brought to Larami~. Few ani-
forth two centuries ago by the I mals were lost. Men m the trail 
man JESUS OF NAZARETH. I herd helped where help was need-

ed on ranches as they passed by. 
A few thoughts over past de-

cades in the ·'Gem City of the 
Plains" and Albany County will 
cause people of today to realize 
how well those citizens cared for 
and aided their fellowmen. 

But !et us not forget those noble 
ranch women. As these men ap-
proached. food hot coffee, home-
made bread awaited these cold 
hungry people. The ranch bovs 
unhitched the horses, took th~m 

The winter of 1913- 1914 was to a hole chopped in the ice of 
one long remembered by the in- the Big Laramie for water. Hay 
habitants of tha time. The so- and grain '"·ere fed these animals. 
called public roads of those Fresh horses were hitched to the 
yesteryears vere mere trails. sleds. As night approached the 
Strong horses pulled heavilv load- sheep were sheltered as best could 
ed wagons uver tracts and ruts. be. J\Icn sleot on the floors, got 
Few if any graded roads gave up early. roused the sheep and 
help to these horses and their continued the long trail to Lara-
burdens. Frozen ruts in winter, ' mie. Young girls washed t'1e 
knee-deep mud in time of rain, dishes, assisted their mothers. fed 
dust in drouth, made traveling warm milk to the weak sheep. 
long, arduous and difficult. Often 
in winter, sleds of various kinds 
and sizes, rep1aced the wagons. 

The houses, often man~· mile:> 
npart. ''ere always open to the 
traveler. Food and shelter for 
himfelf, hay. grain. and a n1de 
barn awaited the we:iry animals. 
'n traveler w:i~ ever turn r 

down. a ranch rule of those long 
ago days. 

Ye, the Year 1913-1914 \ms 
different. Ea ly eptember sa" 
the ground of the Big Laramie 
River Valley co...-ered with snow 
that was not to leave until late 
,pring. Snow after snO\\-, blizzard 
after blizzard. co\"ered the plains 
and the valley. Neighbors helped 
each other care for the animals, 
t sick, the occasional tra,·eler. 
They shared food and fuel. But 
an added event showed the in-
domitable spirit and ChrL tian 
character of the people of the 
valley. 

Mr. Otto Gram 11 and Mr. 
reale Roach had about six thou-

.sand head of sheep. These animals 
were "snowed in'' above the Old 
Riverside Ranch on the eastern 
foothills of Jelm Mountain. They 
had been taken there for summer 
:ind fall pasture. December came, 
the> must be trailect out, they 
m 11st not be lost. The business 
that these two fine pioneer citi-
zens had buil must not be lost 
-it must be saved. How could 
his gigantic work be accomplish -

in this deeply snow covered 
rea" Tt did not take those ranch-

n en and their families long to 
decide. 'The decision and its ac-
complishment ,,·as a scene never 
to be for~ot en by those who par-
t1c1pated in i Small and medium 
l avracks were placed on ·Jed •. 
Hav was put on the racks. For 
mile on each . idc of those ranch 
ho cs a<; a long black line. A 
I d. one or two hundred .beep 

follo ing then another sled, more 
I y cattered alon~. more sheep. 
mi n a ha • raC'k became empty it 

Finally. it \Vas the night of 
December 26. of that memorable 
year and time. The last of the 
sheep, except those yery weak 
ones left at the ranches for care 
were safe at he pens of 'fh~ 
Laramie Stock Y::irds. 

\"er.' weary horses found rest. 
shelter. 2nd food at the Winsor 
and Thornburg Li\·erv Barnes in 
Laramie. The equall); ,veary and 
hu.ngry mE;n found beds and food 
a rnitiru! them · h els o 
the city, The Kuster and tl1E' 
Jnhnson. Then the next dav the 
long trek back to the ranch homes 
of those men in the Laramie 
Yalley began N" human life or 
horses were lost. No complaints 
were made by the children of 
the valley at their unusual 
Christmas. They had known for 
many weeks that Santa Claus 
would not be able to visit them 
All space in sleds had to be used 
to transport food and coal. They 
had heloed The res of Christmas 
week seemed blessed. peaceful 
and thankful. 

Yes. Christmas came to 
Laramie \ alley in hat se\·ere 
winter-it came in an unusual 
wa~·· Families felt closer, they 
semed not to note the weariness 
that was so prevalen . They had 
helped good businessmen and good 
citizens to preserve their business; 
Animal life had been saved Hap-
piness a:ld peac0 pre\ aill?d But 
the words of the venerahle Otto 
Gramm see to sum up the :tor~'. 
"l can t'ay you for hC' hay: if 
·ou \ould let me. I could pay ·ou 

for the food. but for the under-
standing and help, that can never 
be paid for in money; that pay 
can on1y come from Our Heavenly 
Fainer." 

Let us con lude with the 
thou~ht from the J\fa_tcr of l\Ien. 
"Whatever vc do unto one of hes 
m,:. '1tUe ones e do it unto me."' 
Chrbtma had come and gone in 
he Big Laramie> Valley It is 

sacred memory o m ny of us. 
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Sall Latte City Desem News 

Cowgirl cheerleaders and cowboy with huge six-shooter add flavor to the Wyoming games. Fam enjoy these antics as much as touchdowns. 

.. 

Associated PrKI 
Coach Lloyd Eaton, always under the gun, braces against a stiff wind. 

Wyoming, where football is king 
Cowboy fans are critical, loyal, kind 

and demanding. In the offsea on they 
tend to their business; in the 

fall they 'assist' Coach Eaton 

By CARL SKIFF 

T HE governor of Wyoming stood 
in the middle of the carpeted 
locker room with people milling 

around, smiling, shouting. There he 
stood, Gov. Stan Hathaway, smil-
ing. He had just congratulated 
Coach Lloyd Eaton, who was talk-
ing to a dozen persons at the same 
time, a newspaper reporter here, a 
radio announcer there, a rancher 
behind them. At the governor's oth-
er side, an assistant coach patted a 
naked, sweating football player on 
the back. 

Gov. Hathaway, I remembered, 
was at El Paso, Texas, a couple of 

years ago when the University of 
Wyoming football team defeated 
Florida State University in the Sun 
Bowl. He was at New Orleans, too, 
last New Year's Day when Wyo-
ming lost a close, hard-fought game 
to Louisiana State University in the 
Sugar Bowl. 

Why was the governor there? I 
asked myself. 

He was a football fan, a Wyoming 
football fan, I answered. Just like 
the tobacco-chewing rancher over 
in the corner, his tall hat tilted, his 
shiny cowboy boots trampling on a 
wet towel as he congratulated the 
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husky linebacker for tackling the 
other team's quarterback for a big 
loss in the thlrd quarter. 

'nlis sunny Saturday, a month 
ago, started at 1:30 in the after-
noon, the opening of the football 
game between Wyoming and nation-
ally ranked Arizona State. The Wy-
oming Cowboys the past two sea-
sons had played in two postseason 
bowl games, had won 20 of 22 
games, had won two conference 
championships, had been ranked the 
fifth-best team in the nation last 
year. But this season the Cowboys 
had lost two of their first three 

The De11ver Post • Nov. I 0, 1961 

games; unbeaten Arizona State was 
a solid favorite to roll over the team 
from Laramie. 

Twenty thousand fans in Lara-
mie's Memorial Stadium settled in 
their seats after the opening kickoff. 
That's when the two fans arrived at 
row 3>-the top row-<if the east 
stands, and sat beside us, their pic-
nic jug carefully guarded. 

"Miss anything?'' the man called 
Harvey asked. "Nope," I replied. 
"Ben," he turned to his companion. 
"we didn't miss anything." 

Arizona State scored three points, 
then seven more. It was 10 to 0. 

c«mtinued 

Kraft Toppings 
make delicious 
holiday treats 
Kraft Toppings turn simple 
ice cream into super treats-
instantly ! 8 great flavors-
all with Kraft's quality and 
flair for flavor. Suddenly 
holiday desserts are easy. 
Treat the family tonight! 
8 great flavors• Strawberry• Butterscotcll 
Chocolate Caramel• Chocolate Fudge• Walnut 
Pineapple• Vanilla Caramel 
Chocolate FlavoNd Syrup 
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women 
reading 
this ad 
would 
look 

nicer if 
they 

shined 
their 
shoes. 

Griffin: 

University of Wyoming 
Looking north to the Laramie plains, this aerial view shows a halftime ceremony in Memorial Stadium. 

WYOMING FOOTBALL continued 

elude caring for 1.9 million sheep 
and 1.3 million cattle, mining for 
oil, gas and uranium, preparing for 
the avalanche of tourists--0r help-
ing Lloyd Eaton and his staff coach 
football. 

To understand football as played 
by the state's only four-year institu-
tion, you have to look behind the 
scenes-into the dynamic quarter-
back clubs of Monday-morning sec-
ond-guessers in Laramie, Cheyenne, 
Rawlins, Casper and Rock Springs; 
out into the plains where ranchers 
and sheepherders live and die be-
side their radios every Saturday in 
the autumn. You have to be aware 
that there are only 315 000 inhabi-
tants (ranked 48th among the 
States) spread over 97,914 square 
miles (ranked 9th). Cowboy-football 
fans come from all over this wide 
area. They drive from such places 
as Powell, in the northwest part of 
the state, a 770-mile roundtrip; 
from Worland, Sheridan and Evans-
ton, each 600-plus-mile roundtrips; 
from the Nebraska panhandle; from 
Montana, South Dakota, and such 
places as Sterling, Craig and Steam-
boat Springs in Colorado. 

And the fans follow their Cowboys 
on the road trips. Eight thousand 
went to New Orleans for the Sugar 
Bowl; 4,000 traveled to Lincoln, 
Neb., for this season's opening 
game with Nebraska, which the 
Cowboys lost 13 to 10. Men, women 
and youngsters spend the long, hard 
Wyoming winters wondering if the 
linebackers will be as mean as the 
previous season. 

Regular season-ticket holders in-
clude George Ferris of Memphis, 

Texas; Ralph Cunningham of North 
Fork, Calif., and Aaron Richards of 
Portland, Ore., reports Bob Prahl, 
athletic business manager. Ferris, 
former y of Raw · , u es · p · ate 
plane to get to the games. Last year 
he was unable to make the Utah 
game at Salt Lake City, so he called 
his mother in Rawlins. She placed 
the telephone next to the radio, en-
abling her son to hear the entire 
game via long distance. Ferris ran 
up a phone bill of $42. 

There are fans like Dr. C. W. Jef-
frey, a Rawlins physician, who nev-
er misses a game, home or away. 
Dr. Jeffrey celebrated his 85th birth-
day Nov. 2 and occupies a special 
spot on the Wyoming bench during 
the games. 

M. C. (Babe) Rogers, Rawlins 
realtor who accompanies Dr. Jef-
frey to the games, recalled the spill 
the doctor took at the Sugar Bowl. 
"Just before halftime Wyoming ran 
a play toward our sideline. Dr. Jef-
frey saw those big guys coming and 
he backed up quickly, falling down. 
About three or four players did some 
acrobatics when they saw Dr. Jef-
frey and just missed him. When Dr. 
Jeffrey bounced right up I told him: 
'You weren't supposed to go in un-
til the third quarter.' Dr. Jeffrey 
brushed his pants and cracked that 
little smile of his." 

The largest booster club is the 
Cheyenne Quarterback Club, which 
has more than 600 mem~ers. Raw-
lins, with a membership of over 100, 
was the first Cowboy booster club in 
the state. The Laramie club, organ-
ized this year, signed up 4e t>har-
ter members in just two weeks. 

As most college coaches, Eaton is 
fully aware of the fan pressure. He 
has said many times, "A coach at 
Wyoming is under more pressure 
than any other coach in the coun-
try." 

A couple of years ago the Chey-
enne club watched films of the uni-
versity's freshman team in action. 
An exceptionally quick freshman, 
Vic Washington, was the star of the 
movie, dashing through the line for 
long gains, scoring touchdowns, re-
turning punts for long yardage, 
catching passes-doing just about 
everything a guy can do with a foot-
ball. After the meeting, a club mem-
ber remarked to a friend: "Now, 
you just watch. That dumb Eaton 
will play Washington on defense 
next year!" 

That's just what Eaton did. But 
Washington became an all-confer-
ence defensive halfback, two years 
in a row, and a prime candidate for 
professional football-as a defensive 
man. 

Cowboy fans are avid, critical, 
provincial, sympathetic, lo y al, 
warm, friendly, loud, demanding, 
hospitable, tough, kind, proud, 
hearty, charitable-and many love 
to wager on a game's outcome. 

After the Cowboys were upset 10 
to 3 by host Air Force Academy in 
this season's third game, a lanky, 
middle-aged man, his face weather-
beaten by Wyoming winds and 
drawn by the defeat, walked slowly 
out the stadium and grumbled: 

"Well, I just lost a ranch." 
He was kidding, of course. But, 

then again ... was he? 
+ + + 
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The Blizzard of 1949 in Weston County 
By Lucille Dumbrill and Earl Christensen 

The blizzard is Legendary among great storms in Wyoming history. Lucille Dumbrill and Earl Christensen describe the 
impact the storm had on Weston County. 

2 

Fired by Conscience: The Black 14 Incident at the University of Wyoming and Black 4 
Protest in the Western Athletic Conference, 1968-1970 

By Clifford A. Bullock 
The University of Wyoming football team had gained substantial recognition in the decade of 1960sfor success on the 
football field. The "Black 14" incident brought a change in team fortunes as well as negative national attention. 

The Church of the Good Shepherd in Sundance: The Record of Its First Decade 
By Mary Jean Wilson 

During the territorial period and early statehood years, churches were established in many Wyoming communities. Jn 
each case, they were made possible by substantial efforts expended by local citizens as well as church officials from other 
communities. The Sundance church is one example of the cooperative effons. 

Simon Durlacher, The Clothing Prince of Laramie 
By Amy M. Lawrence 

Little evidence remains of the Civil War veteran who became one of Laramie's pioneer merchants. His story reveals some 
of the connections between business enterprises and civic activities in early-day Laramie. 

"To Me, History Will Always Be People and Their Memories": 
A Biography of Agnes Wright Spring 

By Fran Springer 
Agnes Wright Spring had a long career in history, both in Wyoming and Colorado. She served as state historian in both 

·states. Fran Springer records her Long career of service to both states. 

Book Reviews 
Reviews of recent and significant books about Wyoming and Western history. 

Recent Articles about Wyoming 
Ron Diener has compiled this listing of significant articles from journals, magazines and newspapers featuring Wyoming 
history subjects. 

14 

18 

30 

37 

47 

Wyoming History Journal is published by the Wyoming State Historical Society in cooperation with the American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming, and the 
Department of History, University of Wyoming. The journal was formerly known as the Quanerly Bulletin (1923-25), Annals of Wyoming ( 1925-1993) and Wyoming 
Annals (1993-1995). The journal has been the official publication of the Wyoming State Historical Society since 1953. The Co-Editors of Wyoming History Journal 
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Fired By Conscience 

War Memorial Stadium, student (east) stands, Oct. 18, 1969 American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming 

The 'Black 14' Incident at the University 
of Wyoming and Black Protest in the 
Western Athletic Conference, 1968-1970 

By Clifford A. Bullock 
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The decade of the 1960s was a time of great change 
in the United States. The apathy, conformity, and of-
ten unquestioned platitudes of the 1950s disappeared 
in angry waves of activism, confrontation, and pro-
tests. The issues involved the role of the student in 
large universities, free speech, racial equality, and op-
position to the expanding military involvement in 
Southeast Asia. Questions concerning these issues were 
raised throughout the country and, in 1969, rocked the 
campus at the University of Wyoming. 

With increasing incidents of sit-ins, campus take-
overs, marches, and demonstrations, much of the pub-
lic yearned for the tranquillity and stability of the 1950s. 
Opportunistic political figures on a local, state, and 
national level expounded a solution to the problems 
of protest utilizing key words such as "discipline," "or-
der," and "law." Part of the solution to societal unrest 
was a concerted effort by local, state, and university 
leadership to form plans to prevent or mitigate pro-
tests. 

Another facet of the "White backlash" was the 
plethora of conspiracy theories used to explain the pro-
tests of Blacks and students. Many leaders, such as J. 
Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau oflnvestigation 
(FBI), and California governor Ronald Reagan, openly 
stated the student movement and the Black movement 
were directed by Communists. 1 Many others echoed 
their s_tatements.2 

By the mid 1960s the Black movement of the free-
dom riders and the theologically-based passive resis-
tance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was at a stand-
still. More militant factions battled for a leadership role 
in the Black march to equality. Various civil rights 
activists sought new tools in the struggle against in-
stitutionalized racism. 

Blacks utilized athletics as one of their most effec-
tive forums. Dr. Harry Edwards of San Jose State Col-
lege in California led national efforts, such as the pro-
posed boycotts of the 1967 New York City Athletic 
Club's track meet and the 1968 Olympic games. These 
incidents drew international attention to the struggle 
of the Black athlete and inspired many collegiate ath-
letes to utilize the tools of walkouts and boycotts. The 
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vivid image of the raised, black-gloved hands and 
bowed heads of Tommie Smith and John Carlos on the 
winners' platforms in Mexico City lifted Black aware-
ness and inflamed White passions.3 

Many of the publicized 130 actions taken by Black 
college athletes in 1968 centered on issues of alien-
ation and discrimination on predominantly White cam-
puses.4 They protested against unsympathetic coaches, 
rules against "Afro" haircuts, lack of housing for f 
Blacks, lack of jobs for athletes' wives, policies against 
interracial dating, lack of Black coaches and cheerlead-
ers, and indigni6es suffered on and off the field at the 
hands of bigoted fans, opposing players, and game of-
ficials. White fans and administrators perceived many 
of the Blacks' complaints to be petty and inconsequen-
tial. 

Beginning in the spring of 1968, a new dimension 
was added to the protests of the Black athlete. Blacks 
began a series of protests against the racial attitudes of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) 
as represented by Brigham Young University (BYU) 
in the Western Athletic Conference (WAC).5 

The LDS, (or Mormons), denied Blacks full mem-
bership. During Brigham Young's tenure as head of 
the church during the nineteenth century, Blacks, or 
anyone of "Negroid blood," were prohibited from the 
priesthood.6 This dogma denied important aspects of 
worship to Blacks who chose to join the church. 

Much national attention had been focused on Mor-
mon theology in 1963 because of the presidential aspi-
rations of George Romney, a Mormon. 7 The exclu-
sion of Blacks from the priesthood also hindered the 
LDS Church's missionary efforts in emerging African 
nations.8 In the early 1960s Utah remained as the single 
state outside of the Deep South not to have any civil 
rights legislation.9 In spite of national attention, the 
scanty scriptural basis of the LDS stance, and pressure 
from within the Church, 10 Blacks were still excluded 
from the priesthood. 

The Mormon Church 's attitude towards Blacks 
affected Brigham Young University and its mission 
within the church. 11 Because of the limited number of 
Blacks attending BYU, the school was perceived as 

"The only genuine, long-range solution for what has happened lies in an attack - mounted at every level 
- upon the conditions that breed despair and violence. All of us know what those conditions are: 
ignorance, discrimination, slums, poverty, disease, not enough jobs. We should attack these conditions 
· not because we are frightened by conflict, but because we are fired by conscience. We should attack 
them because there is simply no other way to achieve a decent and orderly society in America . .. " 

- President Lyndon Baines Johnson, July 27, 1967 
5 
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perpetuating segregation. 12 BYU administrators, as late 
as 1969, discouraged Blacks from attending the Provo, 
Utah, school. 13 Blacks around the WAC began to ex-
amine BYU and LDS Church policies. Because of the 
emphasis that BYU placed on its intercollegiate ath-
letic programs, Black student groups and Black ath-
letes strategically targeted intercollegiate athletic con-
tests with BYU. 

The first such protest against BYU occurred in 
April, 1969, by Black track team members from the 
University of Texas - El Paso (UTEP). 14 The Black 
track team members refused to participate in a meet at 
Provo, Utah. The UTEP protest, resulting in the dis-
missal of eight Black athletes, gained national notori-
ety because the termination of the Black athletes and 
the racist atmosphere at UTEP were published as part 
of a five-part series on race and athletics written by 
Jack Olsen for Sports fllustrated. 15 Subsequent oppo-
sition to BYU and LDS beliefs surfaced at San Jose 
State (SJS), the University of New Mexico (UNM), 
and Arizona State University (ASU). 16 The next pro-
test against BYU came in the fall of 1969 at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming. 

Many factors united at the University of Wyoming 
to make it significant and pivotal in the Black struggle 
against the policies of the LDS Church and BYU. The 
University of Wyoming was the only four-year school 

in Wyoming, and thus, its athletic teams were the cen-
ter of the state's attention. Wyoming was also a neigh-
boring state of Utah, with a sizable Mormon popula-
tion of its own. Similar to many other schools in the 
WAC and around the country, Blacks bad been brought 
into Wyoming to bolster the athletic programs. 17 Wyo-
ming Black athletes faced the same alienation and hos-
tility as Blacks on predominantly White campuses 
around the country. 

Also similar to other states was a conservative "law 
and order" state and university administration. Riding 
the coattails of the Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew 
rhetoric and White backlash, Governor Stanley 
Hathaway saw the Laramie campus as another state 
office over which he had control. 18 Former University 
of Wyoming president William Carlson, like many 
other college administrators during this time, seemed 
to be out of his league when confronted with serious 
social problems. Carlson also had Republican ties, 19 

and was an ardent supporter of the athletic department. 
Both Hathaway and Carlson were determined that cam-
pus unrest not occur on the Laramie campus or else-
where in the state.20 

The Wyoming football team was talented, success-
ful, and a source of pride to the "Equality State." The 
team had won an unprecedented three consecutive 
WAC football championships and fans anticipated a 

"The Black Ball Players Have Fought For You, Fight For Them Now!" read a 
placard held by an unidentified student outside the BYU-Wyomingfootball game, 
War Memorial Stadium, October I 8, I 969. 

fourth. During much 
of the decade, the 
Wyoming Cowboy 
football team was al-
most always among 
the nation's leaders in 
defensive categories. 
Prior to the l 969 sea-
son, the team had 
gone to the Sun Bowl 
and the Sugar Bowl. 
The ardent Wyoming 
fans expected another 
major bowl bid. This 
seemed likely after 
the team won the first 
four games. Many 
Wyoming supporters 
envisioned an unde-
feated season while 
the university made 
plans to expand War 
Memorial Stadium to 
accommodate in-
creased fan support.21 
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When strife and confrontation did come to the Laramie campus, it not only touched issues 
of discipline and protest against BYU, it brought up the same charges of alienation and 
prejudice at the University of Wyoming and the town of Laramie. 

Fourteen Black football players were key to the 
team's success. 22 The fourteen came from varied back-
grounds. Sophomore safety Jerry Berry came to Wyo-
ming from Tulsa, Oklahoma. He was majoring in sta-
tistics. Fullback Tony Gibson, a physical education ma-
jor, hailed from the Berkshires of western Massachu-
setts. Split end John Griffin came to Wyoming from 
San Fernando, California. He was in his third year, also 
majoring in physical education. Lionel Grimes was a 
defensive halfback from Alliance, Ohio. A sophomore, 
he was majoring in business administration. 

Offensive tackle Mel Hamilton, a physical educa-
tion major from Boys' Town, Nebraska, was in his jun-
ior year. Hamilton had turned down a full scholarship 
to Cornell to follow a Boys' Town friend to the Uni-
versity of Wyoming. On Wyoming's 1966 Sun Bowl 
team, he had played starting guard. In 1969, he had 
returned to Wyoming after two years in the Army. Ron 
Hill, a split end junior college transfer from Sterling, 
Colorado, was a health education major in his sopho-
more year. Sophomore philosophy major Willie Hysaw, 
a flanker, had come to Laramie from Bakersfield, Cali-
fornia. He had been the leading receiver on the Fresh-
man team the previous year. 

Jim Issac was the sole Wyoming native of the four-
teen Black football players. He was a sophomore physi-
cal education major from the mining town ofHanna. 23 

Earl Lee was also a physical education major. The of-
fensive guard was a sophomore from Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Don Meadows, a business administration 
major from Denver, Colorado, was a sophomore cen-
ter. 

Tony McGee was the best known of the fourteen 
Blacks. His quickness and speed earned him recogni-
tion as a high school athlete in Battle Creek, Michigan. 
He had boxed cereal for Kellogg's in the nation's break-
fast food capital before coming to Wyoming. His final 
choices for college were Michigan State, Nebraska, and 
Wyoming. He chose Wyoming, his 4.5 second speed 
in the 40 yard dash making him Wyoming's fastest 
lineman. 

Defensive halfback Ivie Moore from Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas, was in his junior year studying physical edu-
cation. Joe Williams was another physical education 
major. The only senior among the fourteen Blacks, he 
was from Lufkin, Texas. He played tailback along with 
Ted Williams of Port Hueneme, California. Along with 

his White counterpart, Frosty "Freight Train" Franklin, 
they" ... could [have made] up the best set of running 
backs in the history of Wyoming football."24 These 
Blacks, along with a talented group of Whites created 
a potent WAC football power. 

Many fans and boosters in Wyoming felt the team's 
success was attributable to Head Football Coach Lloyd 
Eaton who had taken over head coaching duties when 
Bob Devaney left Wyoming to head the prestigious 
Cornhusker footbal I program in neighboring Nebraska 
in 1962. Whatever might be said later about Lloyd 
Eaton as a coach and a person, there was no denying 
his team's achievements and his personal accolades. 
In 1966, his Cowboy team had gone 9-1 and defeated 
Florida State in the Sun Bowl. The 1967 Cowboys had 
been unbeaten. They lost a close game in the Sugar 
Bowl to Louisiana State. By 1969, Eaton was among 
the national leaders in winning percentage. Along with 
three WAC championships, Eaton was named as WAC 
Coach of the Year in 1966 and 1967. People in Wyo-
ming feared Eaton, because of his national recogni-
tion, might leave Laramie as his predecessor had done. 
In the early part of 1969, Eaton was reportedly "being 
considered" as a leading contender for the University 
of Pittsburgh head coachingjob.25 Some observers have 
speculated Eaton was granted a carte blanche with the 
football team by President Carlson and the Board of 
Trustees.26 

Eaton, who had been Devaney's defensive coach, 
was regarded as a strict disciplinarian in the mold of 
Woody Hayes of Ohio State and Frank Kush of Ari-
zona State. Eaton believed team discipline to be a criti-
cal element in generating successful teams and quality 
athletes.27 He believed in the traditional, military-styled 
discipline of authoritarian athletics even as Blacks 
around the country rebelled against its constraints. 28 

Part of Eaton's steps to establish discipline proved to 
be a key in the ensuing controversy. He forbade his 
players to be seen together in groups or to participate 
in any demonstration or protest. He reminded his play-
ers of this edict at every spring practice, and again in 
the fall. Just before the national Moratorium Day pro-
tests opposing United States involvement in Vietnam 
on October 15, 1969, he reminded his players again.29 

Despite the prevalent unrest in intercollegiate athlet-
ics, Eaton and the Wyoming programs had seen no vis-
ible signs of turmoil. 

7 
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The calm of the Laramie campus vanished as the dismissals prompted a battery of meet-
ings involving the university president, the governor, the trustees, Willie Black, and the 
athletes themselves .. 

When strife and confrontation did come to the 
Laramie campus, it not only touched issues of disci-
pline and protest against BYU, it brought up the same 
charges of alienation and prejudice at the University 
of Wyoming and the town of Laramie. This echoed 
Black protest throughout the WAC. The fact there were 
no protests to date did not signify campus life in pre-
dominantly White Wyoming was without problems for 
Black athletes. At least one football player had left the 
University because the coach had pressured athletes to 
enroll in easier courses.Jo Another player, one of the 
Cowboys' fourteen Black football players, left school 
for two years of military service when Coach Eaton 
opposed his marriage to a White woman.JI Like other 
schools, Wyoming's Black athletes were to charge that 
White players of lesser ability would play before more 
talented Black players. In addition, Blacks perceived 
they were pressured to play when injured.J2 

Flynn Robinson, a Wyoming basketball player who 
later played in the National Basketball Association, 
was rumored to have carried a gun to protect himself 
from the "cowboy element."JJ One incident, described 
by writer James Michener in Sports in America, oc-
curred when the brothers of a White female student, 
befriended by a Black, tried to organize a "posse" to 
run the offending party out of Lararnie.34 Black play-
ers endured racial slurs around the campus, in Laramie, 
and on the football field.35 Whatever grievances the 
Wyoming Blacks had were not publicly acknowledged 
as the team remained unbeaten and bowl-bound. 

On Moratorium Day, October 15, 1969, the newly-
formed Black Student Alliance of the University of 
Wyoming, led by Willie Black, a Ph.D. candidate in 
mathematics, delivered a letter to university officials. 
The letter referred to the racial policies of the LDS 
Church and BYU. Included was a suggestion that play-
ers and students protest against BYU during the game 
scheduled in Laramie on October 18, 1969. Coach 
Eaton warned his Black players separately of the team 
rule regarding such protests. 

Despite their coach's warning, the Black players 
met and decided they wanted to discuss with their coach 
what they felt to be a matter of conscience.36 On the 
snowy morning of October 17, 1969, they walked to 
the athletic complex. They were in street clothes and 
wore black armbands to show Coach Eaton how they 
might protest. The coach requested that the group be 
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seated in the bleachers at the fieldhouse. In the pres-
ence of two assistant coaches, Eaton called the Blacks 
"rabble-rousers 'who could no longer be supported by 
taxpayer money. He told them they could go back on 
''Negro relief." Repeatedly he told the athletes to "shut 
up" and suggested that if they had not come to Wyo-
ming, "they would be out on the streets hustling."J7 

Eaton then revoked their scholarships and dismissed 
them from the team. 

The calm of the Laramie campus vanished as the 
dismissals prompted a battery of meetings involving 
the university president, the governor, the trustees, 
Willie Black, and the athletes themselves.J8 The gov-
ernor, the trustees, and the president, after meeting until 
2:30 a.m., allowed the Blacks to remain in school with 
the possibility of financial aid after the fall semester. 
This action did not please the Black athletes or some 
other campus groups. 

The Student Senate was the fust group to decry 
the arbitrary dismissals. In a vote of 17-1, it issued a 
statement condemning Eaton's actions. Its resolution 
called for a forum to discuss the rights of athletes as 
students. The senate also threatened to withhold stu-
dent money from the athletic department. 

During the BYU game, pickets marched outside 
the stadium and the Black athletes were booed by the 
crowd when they took seats in the student section. 
During the game, a large Confederate flag was dis-
played by a student at the top of the bleacher area. 
While the under-manned Cowboy team pounded BYU 
40-7, the crowd chanted cheers for Eaton, confirming 
observers' feelings that Eaton was more popular than 
both President Carlson and Governor Hathaway.J9 

As a new week started on campus, there were few 
signs that anything had changed. Sunday's open meet-
ing of the Faculty Senate had resulted in a watered-
down call for an ad hoc committee to investigate.40 Still, 
many students and faculty attended meetings and be-
gan petitions supporting the fourteen student-athletes 
and calling for a reversal of the dismissals. The groups 
disagreeing with the stance of the governor and the 
trustees focused on the issues of students' rights, aca-
demic freedom, the power of the athletic department, 
and free expression. 

As the student and faculty groups sought to chal-
lenge the dismissals, the demise of the Black athletes 
began to garner support around the WAC and around 



the country. The success of the football team and pro-
gram guaranteed national exposure, evidenced by the 
arrival in Laramie of ABC, CBS, and NBC film crews.41 

On October 23, 1969, President Carlson and Coach 
Eaton held a press conference and announced an im-
mediate change in Eaton's rule regarding protests. This 
policy change would not affect, however, the Blacks 
already dismissed. It was at this press conference that 
Sports Illustrated reported that President Carlson ad-
mitted that at Wyoming, football was more important 
than civil rights.42 After making the statement, Presi-
dent Carlson hastily ended the press conference. 

Actions by Black and White groups around the 
WAC now focused on Wyoming as well as BYU. Stu-
dents at San Jose State sought to boycott Wyoming's 
Homecoming game the following Saturday. A team 
vote opted for participating in the game, but all the 
players would wear multi-colored armbands protest-
ing all racism and the dismissals of the Blacks at Wyo-
ming.43 It was during this game that a small private 
plane flew over the stadium trailing a banner that read 
"Yeah Eaton."44 Many in the crowd wore armbands 
bearing Eaton's name.45 

WAC Commissioner Wiles Hallock tried to save 
the embattled conference from 
disintegrating. WAC officials 
called a conference at the begin-
ning of November in Denver. 
There, Hallock issued a statement 
raising the specter of a national 
Black conspiracy. Hallock, 
Coach Eaton, the NCAA, and 
administrators at Wyoming be-
lieved that Wyoming's nationally 
respected program, Eaton's 
policy of discipline, and the lack 
of previous racial disturbances 
had made Wyoming an obvious 
target.46 

The WAC meetings ad- :S 
journed when Black activists ::;: 

0,) 

walked into the closed-door "E 
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beyond the limits of the WAC when Stanford Univer-
sity announced that due to the LDS' racial policy, it 
would no longer participate in any future intercolle-
giate activities with BYU. President Kenneth S. Pitzer' s 
statement prompted further activism throughout the 
WAC to end competition with BYU despite efforts of 
the LDS Church and BYU apologists to defend their 
church and university. 

At UTEP, activists passed out leaflets condemn-
ing BYU. Police were called to quell violence in the 
stands during the BYD-Arizona State (ASU) game.47 
At Colorado State University (CSU), the Black Stu-
dent Association presented the university president with 
a list of demands in support of Wyoming's Black ath-
letes.48 In Tucson, the University of Arizona student 
senate voiced support for the "Wyoming fourteen." In 
Tempe, the ASU Black student group attacked both 
Lloyd Eaton and ASU' s football coach Frank Kush. 
Kush had supported Eaton's actions, as had Paul "Bear" 
Bryant at the University of Alabama.49 At the Univer-
sity of New Mexico (UNM), the student senate de-
manded disassociation from BYU. The New Mexico 
Civil Liberties Union suggested that UNM withdraw 
from the WAC and called on school officials to pres-

meetings wearing black ~ 
armbands with the numerals "14" S 
on them as tribute to the Wyo- ~ 
ming Black athletes. These ~ 
bands became a common sight ·!3 
around t_he WAC during contests ~ 
with BYU and the University of 
Wyoming. 

The issue of Blacks, the Mor-
mon Church, and BYU reached 

Unidentified University of Wyoming students hold placards supporting 
"Black 14, " outside War Memorial Stadium, October 18, 1969. 
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" ... if you think your civil or constitutional rights are more important to you than an 
education, then you should go home." - UW Track Coach John Walker to the Black 
members of the Cowboy track team, October 1969 (All four left UW) 

sure Wyoming to reverse its action.50 Prior to the New 
Mexico-Wyoming game in Albuquerque, on Novem-
ber 15, 1969, students demonstrated outside the sta-
dium questioning whether the Wyoming Blacks had 
been "Lynched Again?"51 The CSU international stu-
dent group passed a resolution supporting the reinstate-
ment of the Wyoming athletes and condemning Mor-
mon racial policy. At Utah State University, the Black 
student group demanded a student censure of BYU and 
a demonstration at the BYU-Utah State game. 

Basketball season began with no let-up in the pro-
tests. During the University of Arizona-BYD game in 
Tucson, on January 8, 1970, a "near riot'' occurred when 
police fought with anti-BYU demonstrators.52 A wres-
tling competition was the scene of another anti-BYU 
protest at Colorado State College (now the University 
ofNorthem Colorado), in Greeley. Later in the month, 
the CSU (Fort Collins) student government voted to 
end the school ' s athletic relationship with BYU. At 
the beginning of February, the CSU-BYU basketball 
game in Fort Collins was disrupted when Blacks 
marched onto the court. Police in riot gear clashed with 
the activists. A photographer from The Rocky Moun-
tain News was struck unconscious and in need of 
stitches. Seven people were arrested.53 Two days later, 
at the Wyoming-BYU game in Laramie, a strong po-
lice presence insured order. At the end of February, 
the WAC basketball game between New Mexico and 
BYU in Albuquerque bred still more violence. Even 
prior to the game, bricks painted with "BYU" were 
thrown through the windows of homes occupied by 
university officials.54 The game itself was delayed 45 
minutes after debris, including balloons filled with kero-
sene, was thrown onto the court. 

By this point, the fourteen Wyoming Blacks, with 
the assistance ofNAACP attorney William Waterman, 
and later the ACLU, filed a $1.1 million lawsuit against 
the University of Wyoming and Coach Eaton in United 
States District Court in Cheyenne. The suit was based 
on the I st and 14th Amendments to the United States 
Constitution and the recent Supreme Court of the United 
States decision of Tinker v. Des Moines Independent 
Community School District. 55 This case permitted the 
wearing of black annbands in a secondary school set-
ting as a protest against the Vietnam War. The State of 
Wyoming's Attorney General, representing Eaton and 
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the university, claimed the fourteen Blacks were em-
ployees of the State of Wyoming, and a protest on the 
athletic field would have violated the State of Wyo-
ming and the U. S. Constitutions' demand for the sepa-
ration of church and state. Judge Ewing T. Kerr, the 
United States District Court judge, ruled in favor of 
the University of Wyoming. The decision was upheld 
on appeal and no move was made to pursue the case to 
the United States Supreme Court.56 

As the litigation process took its course, schools 
around the West continued their demonstrations against 
BYU. Violence and disruption accompanied many of 
these protests. Contests with BYU necessitated addi-
tional security and sometimes even activation of Na-
tional Guard units.57 The BYU protests also spread to 
the University of Washington campus in Seattle. There, 
more militant student groups occupied buildings, dis-
rupted classes, and eventually led to a Seattle police 
presence on campus.58 

At Wyoming, all but one of the fourteen Blacks 
gradually left campus. Like other schools in the WAC, 
the conference officials, school administrators, coaches, 
fans, and White players showed little sympathy or un-
derstanding of the Blacks' protest of conscience. Al-
though the ideological basis for the Black protests was 
common knowledge, the protests against BYU were 
seen as another senseless disruption by Blacks. 

During the entire period of Black athletic protests, 
coaches, backed by administrators and the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), were adamant 
in their support of tradition. This was a tradition of 
military discipline, patriotic displays, absolute control, 
and denial of individual rights accorded to other stu-
dents. Little was done to address the plight of minor-
ity players. 

At Wyoming, the adherence to the belief that the 
issue was one of "team discipline, not race," was sup-
ported by the state's media. National examination and 
criticism was seen as an unwarranted intrusion by out-
siders who did not understand "the Cowboy way." 
Many people in Wyoming at the time, and to the 
present, blame outside agitators. They ignore the prior 
press coverage of the issue of Black priesthood in the 
LDS Church. The incident on the Laramie campus was 
one in a series of protests against perceived LDS rac-
ism, not a single target of Black leadership. The charges 



of conspiracy and the emphasis on team discipline 
painted Black athletes as field hands who have become 
disruptive, sullen, and "uppity." Unfortunately, many 
of these perceptions have continued in athletics. 

In spite of the adversity the fourteen Blacks en-
countered, ten of the fourteen graduated from college. 
Four of them went on to professional football careers, 
including Tony McGee and Tony Gibson who played 
for the New England Patriots. 

Coach Lloyd Eaton, the popular and successful 
coach, perceived by many in the state to be a man of 
principle, won only one game the following season. 
The man who was granted a carte blanche to keep him 
at Wyoming, was abruptly promoted to a new posi-
tion, away from the players, as assistant athletic direc-
tor. He later joined a professional football scouting 
combine. The man who, at one time, was more popu-
lar than the Wyoming governor, retired to seclusion in 
Kuna, Idaho. Fritz Shurmur, Eaton's defensive coach, 
has been successful as a professional football defen-
sive coach who has written books on defensive foot-
ball. Paul Roach, the backfield coach, moved on to a 
position at Wisconsin. Later, he returned to the Cow-
boy program as athletic director and head football 
coach. 

The University of Wyoming football team took 
over a decade before being able to recruit quality Black 
athletes and put together a winning season. Brigham 
Young University, despite the protests, became a domi-
nant WAC power. The controversial policy of Black 
exclusion soon became a moot point. With increasing 
societal pressure and editorial attack, a revelation to 
the church's president changed Mormon doctrine. On 
June I, 1978, the priesthood could now go to all men 
without reference to color. 

Now the events of fall, 1969, can be examined with 
a clarity that only time can give. The time that has 
elapsed should put an end to the ongoing recrimina-
tions bandied about as fact. Former participants claim 
prescience at each twist in the unfolding saga and 
ramble on with anecdotal tales of self-importance. 
Because no one recorded information about statements, 
meetings, actions, and threats, time has allowed for 
multiple distortions of the historic record. Documen-
tation in official files is limited. Public records have 
been lost as individuals have retired, limiting an accu-
rate assessment of the incident. It is surprising in an 
academic community no record or journal has come to 
light. Such records that were invaluable in document-
ing the 1964 events at the Berkeley protests are con-
spicuously absent in Laramie. 
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e y e r, .s. trdop total In Europe. 
Ume ror reintroducing what bu become -k*n.u the "Mansfield RelOluUon .. ls par- poR years the heavy cost of malntalnlng a 

tlm!Dr!Y appropriate now for other reasons as large number of troops In Europe has ere-• 
WClJ. ated a severe balance of payments problem 

first, sentiment ln the Senate ls clearly for the United States, contributing last year to 
" ll*'lng In the direction of reduced military an lntemational monetary crisis that put the 

blllden\ :in Europe in view of the reluctance of dollar under heavy pressure. Cuts ln troop as-. 
• ~Western alllcs to increase their_ share of_ slgrunents_for_ Eur_ope_ would _bel~ e~ this 
~mitment3 to NATO. problem. : 
_ ~. the East-We..t tension created by the The troop reductions would &ho help ln the 
Soiliiet-led invasion of C!echoslovakta last year adminlstratkll's ba~ agalnst-lnflatlon~by-"""__. 

· hileased considerably. d~ IOvermDfllt expendituM. And, if uy-
:thfrd. natlmal electlOD! In . West GermAny funds can be fried by IOCh cuts, the money · spi 

hcxe been held and have opened the way for a ~ can ·certainly be used to advantage far ursent I 
new coalition government in Boon headed by domestic purposes. ad 
wmy:lZrandt, wbO ls determined to b;nprove Favorable Senate action on ~n."1eld's pro- . op! 
rQtiom with the Soviet bloc natlOOJ of East· posa~ of course, would not be blndlng on Pres- rD( 
ell' Europe. . . ident Nix(m, ·~solely respomibl! for for. l 

Mansfield has twice before lntrodu~ hb elgn policy d . But the · resolutim would .: ~ 
rMIIuttOO, calling for a withdrawal of troops certainly mate r to the President how de- col 
frOi.n E'urope, . and notabry th~e stationed in tcrmln~ Congmla. ls to achieve reductionJ ln ; 
wtst Germany. At present, the- United States our mllitary commitments for Europe. ____ __ th 1 

~11L'Vt f(J-{)j-TtA£o {9-d.~I~ l~~f . ~ --- Which Comes First. in WyomJng? --- - -- ---------1 ~ HESITATE to offend some big-time 
~ V ~ports enthusiasts with the heretical 
_ notion that football players are human 
~gs with rights like other people. 

Bit .-e thlnk that heresy needs to be exam-
tnra c~ this week by the academic com-
miiitlty at the University of Wyoming. \ 

As human . beings with rights, football play-
·-- er,&.. wouid-be free to choose· their own tooth-

J>Ote, their own neckties and even their own-
pc:ditical movements, as long as they keep in 

· training and obey the law. -~r a coach at the University of Wyoming 
oa-eisewhere to issue an edict that football 
pifers may not take part on their own time 
IO l&w!ul Vietnam demonstration or may not 
~Ude! they think are racist at Brigham 
Y'Mri~nlversity is an outrage. - --I -.._ 

It is to suggest that football players are Jess 
than human and that they can be deprived of 
rights which the Coostitution of the United 
States guarantees to other American citizens. 

The power of the State of Wytmlng ought not 
to be used by a football coach or anyone else to 
defy the Conrututlon. And all coaches sbou1d 
be ma<&,. to understand that the dictatorship 
they ~ in athletic matters cannot ei,:. 
tend to politics.__ · 
-· If .Coach Lloyd Eaton - of Wyoming cannot 
accept lhat,'then it is he, and not his 14 black 
players, who should. leave the team. . 

Winning football, to which Eaton has ·con-
tributed more than his share, is important in 
Wyoming. But Is it more important to Wyom-
ing than human rights? We hope not, and 
we hope the people of Wyoming, on and off 
the campus, will prove that it is not. · -.. - - - - -.--;.---

~B..~chel Carson Would ·Have Approved 
...... ,.., '"' .. '"' · THE $30 billion being sought in "repara- figu~ven under the triple damage provl· 

-- - Uons" ln a tjvll anUtruslsuit against eight_ slons of the_antltrustJaws. 
. mB.nufacturers of the pesticide DDT is an But the law suit filed recenuY-ln New York· 
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o.lfrageous amount. . City by Mrs. Vl~r A. Yannacone of Patcbo-
_lfo cttu1 or .jury is likely to consider such a gue, N.Y., ls nonetheleu lignificant, for It ls •-• 
.: . . · drawing further attention to the wt~ .. . ' --rlamange-tc>-our~virOnment-<?Sused-bY..·~._-.....-..i 

. : ... Freedom Fund -: - Dinner Time 
RE are, fortunately for the prMpecl! 
aclal peace and progress In lhJs clty, 

. _ a relatively small but hope.fully growing 
~ • , , ~ I ~ - t 't - - • ""'11'tr 

indiscriminate use of DDT • 
. There ls no way· of estlmatlng the ftll1 extent 

or harm to wDdllfe, to our natural resources 
and to mankind from DDT ~ause Its persls· 
tent toxic elCects will be with U! for many 
yeara to come. 
. It ls fitting 'that Mrs. Yannacone, ·a founder 
"' HI'\ 1 "",_.,.,, +ll'ln nf'1..Qt n t 



Casper Stari'Iribnne 
Sunday, March 1, 1998 BS 

East principal honored during Black History Month Police Report 

B DEBORAH DAVIS 
t111'-Tri11un11 staff writer 

CASPER - At age 51, in his 
cone! war as principal of East 

Junior High .._chool, M l Hamilton 
ntmues to go through !if as a 

blocker. 
lie under. lands his position, 

kno . what he needs to aceom-
plish and won't let anything or 

n. ·one obstruct his path. 
As the first black administra-

tor in Wyoming, Hamilton recog-
nize. some have a difficult time 
relating to hi experiences - ex-
perienc s that have scared and 
hapNi him; experiences that 

haw shown him the ugly side of 
humanity and challenged him to 
pur ·u his goal . 

Th a ·p r chapter of 
.A.A. .P. recogniz d Hamilton 

for his accomplishmenL.<i as the 
first black principal in Casper. 

He is one of s veral who was 
honored with ~1 am the first" 
, wards for Black History Month. 

Despite his xtensive back-
ground as a teacher, counselor 
and principal in th asper com-
munity, Hamilton said he was ap-
pr hensivc about how he would 
b ' received by the staff and stu-
dent at East Junior High. 

"I knew I'd be blocked some-
where, but I didn't know how 
deep of a block," he said. 

• ot only is he the first black 
principal at East, he's the first 
one in the state - and with that 
title comes pr s ure. 

~what I do or don't do, they 
'\\ill equate it to the race," Hamil-
ton said. 

In his first year, he noticed 
teachers who had an especially 
difficult time with his leadership 
role at the school. 

"I bring to my environment a 
lot of cultures and mores that 
others don't have, and some have 
a difficult time relating to all my 
experiences. And as they should, 
because they haven't dealt with 
my culture," he said. "I hope they 
take the opportunity to explore 
tlwir true feelings about my po 
. ition." 

He said the same attitudes - a 
manife tation of stereotypes -
he coped with in the oil fields 
exist in some classrooms. People 
wanted to test his authority. Oth-
ers made hurtful racial remarks 
and didn't even recognize the 
statement behind their com-
ments, according to Hamilton. 

And Hamilton is tired of it. 
"I told a young brother the oth-

er day that he needs to step up 
and promote our race because 
I'm tired of fighting it," Hamil-
ton aid. "I've fought it my whole 
life." 

Although Hamilton has faced 
some opposition and territorial 

RICHARD ALAN HANNON/Star-Tribune 

East Junior High School Principal Mel Hamilton and social studies teach r Marci Flicek solve some problems at the school recently. 

concerns from some teachers, he 
said the majority is working in 
the same direction he is. 

"I am going to continue to 
work with people who want to 
lead the school in a positive di-
rection, n Hamilton said. UThose 
who don't want to can show me 
my philosophy is wrong or go 
somewhere else. n 

Hamilton believes administra-
tors need to make sure they're 
reaching all students the best 
they can. At a school where 40 
percent of seven ~~rarlers are 
reading below their grade level 
and 22 percent receive free and 
reduced lunches, Hamilton said 
he has to figure out how to erase 
those problems before he can be 
successful at anything else. 

"With the support I've gotten 
from other administrators, I 
think I'll be able to hang on and 
do something good," he said. "I 
need to create the foundation to 
have a challenging curriculum at 
East." 

Hamilton has faced and sur-
vived past challenges - a three-
day bus ride from North Carolina 
through Ku Klux Klan country 
to Nebraska, a four-year separa-
tion from his family while he at-

Courtesy photo 

tended high school and discov-
ered his football talents at Boys 
Town, and a college career where 
14 boys faced the bitterness of 
racism and the empowerment of 
standing up for their beliefs. 

The 'Black 14' 
After graduating from Boys 

Town in Omaha, Neb., Hamilton 
received a scholarship to play 
football at the University of Wyo-
ming in 1965. He described the 

'I going to continue 
to work with people 

who want to lead the 
S(:hool in a positive 

direction. Those who 
don't want to can show 

me my philosophy is 
wrong or go 

somewhere else.' 
MEL HAMILTON, PRINCIPAL OF EAST 

JUNIOR IDGH SCHOOL 

mood on campus as restless with 
war protests and the hippie 
movement starting. Students felt 
a moral need to do something 
about their country and world. 

There was no university effort 
to assimilate black students, most 
from out of state, into the com-
munity, he said. The number of 
black men outnumbered black 
women, so dating was restricted 
for many black students. 

"It was made very clear by 

coaches and some students that 
dating whites was not appreciat-
ed," Hamilton said. "There was al-
ways a group of friends who be-
friended us, but for the most part 
we felt we were tolerated for our 
skills on the football field." 

He said he felt forced to leave 
the university in 1967 because of 
his interest in a white woman on 
campus. 

"My coach wanted to tell me 
who I could marry and who I 
couldn't," he said. 

Hamilton served in the Army 
for 18 months before returning on 
full scholarship again. 

When the University of Wyo-
ming was scheduled to play 
Brigham University - owned by 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints, which did not al-
low black men to become priests 
at the time - the Black Student 
Alliance felt compelled to speak 
out about it, Hamilton said. 

"We felt it was something im-
portant to fight for," he said. 

While some students worried 
they might lose their scholarships 
if they wore black arm bands in 
silent protest, no one realized 
they would lose their positions on 
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Base investigates 
truck accident 

WHEATLAND (AP) -Army 
investigators were sent Saturday to 
the site of an explosives truck 
accident to determine what caused 
the truck to roll over, killing a 
passenger. 

Staff Sgt. David Kowaleski, 
based in Fort Carson, Colo., died 
Friday afternoon in the accident 
on U.S. 26, about four miles east of 
Interstate 25, said base spokesman 
Ron Joy. 

The driver, Spc. Brian Richards, 
had minor iitjuries and was treated 
and released from a local hospital, 
Joy said. 

Both men were members of the 
U.S. Army's 2nd Battalion, 10th 
Special Forces group and were 
heading to Camp Guernsey for 
winter training. 

Ages and hometowns of the 
men were unavailable. 

A safety team from the base 
was dispat:ched Saturday to 
investigate as the milit:ary routinely 
does with fatal accidents, Joy said. 

The truck was carrying 
grenades and rockets, according to 
the Platte County Sheriff's 
Department, but Joy would only 
identify the contents as munitions 
such as artillecy shells. He said 
none exploded . 

U.S. 26 was closed off until 
early Saturday while an emergency 
ordnance disposal team from Fort 
Carson cleaned up the area 

Teens suspected in 
car burglaries 

1 CASPER - Four teen-agers are 
suspected of burglarizing up to 25 
vehicles in the Casper area, 
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Former Gnfrersity of 

Wyoming h e ad football 
coach Lloyd Eaton gaye a 
detailed account today of 
the e ent: leading up to 
the dbmi ·:,al of 11 hlack 
athletes Oct. 17, 1969. dur-
ing his interview with them 
in the \ 'yoming Fieldhouse 
at Laramie, adding a flat 
denial that he had ever 
made any racial remarks 
to tho e player. 

Eaton. appe r.ng for the first 
time as a Wl• e,s m the near1y 
two - y c a r ·old controversy 
arising out of the firing of the 
14 black.. for wearing arm-
band· to prote t a football game 
with Brigham Young Uruver-
sity, \\a a ked by - Attorney 
General C A Brimmer, as de-
fen e coun el for Eaton and 
two other umver ity of Wyo-
ming adrnini trators and its 
board of tru tees, if he had 
ever made a ref rence durmg 
his n1eeting with the so-called 

Cool tonight. 
Warmer and 
fair through 
Wednesday. 

Black 14 to the belief that they 
did not know \\ho their tathers 
might be. 

Eaton. no · 
for the Lo· 
football team 
solutely not. ' 

a talent scout 
An;eles Rams 

replied, ·'Ab-

The question ob\ iously was 
dtrected to tes'",monv bv . lel 
Hamilton. one of the ·black 
football players \\ho ha\'e sued 
the univer ity administrators 
and tru~tees for reinstatement 
to the team, that m the 1969 
confrontation of E ton and his 
coachmg staff and the 14 
player • Eaton had made such 
a reference. 

H a m i ~ t o n aL o testified 
ye terday that Eaton had told 
the p a. ers who had come to 
his office that morning, that if 
•hey ' ha not come to 
'\\ om1ng the. v. ould be out on 
the treets hu lint.' 

A ked by Brimmer on the 
\ itness tand in l.'. S. District 
Court here today if he ever had 
made such a comment, Eaton 
replied: "I did not, sir." 

' 
Eaton added that "hustling is 

not a word that I use, or wouid 
e\ er use.'' 

Ea on appeared as a defense 
witness on t]ie second dav of 
the trial of one issue of. the 
original law uit filed in Octo-
ber, 1969, b the 14 ath!ete · to 
compel th univer~ity to 
reins.ate them on the team. 

Earlier th L'.S. 10th Circuit 
Court of Appeals struck down 
two portion. of the suit, in-
cluding the naming of the state 
of Wyoming as a defendant and 
a demand for Sl 100.000 in 
damages for their dismissal. 

The Circwt Court ru1ed on 
a )larch, 1970, decision by U.S. 
District Judge Ewing T. 
Kerr, \\ho presiding at the 
trial nov. ir progress, that the 
suit be di rn ssed. 

The Court of Appeals, 
upholding t o of Kerr's three 
findings, remanded the portion 
relatin;; to remstaternem of the 
14 blacks to the trial court for 
a full hearin::!" of that issue. 

Hamilton is one of the 11 

es ify 
earing 

remaining defendants in the 
case, three others having with-
drawn and later returned to the 
ioo,ball squad. 

Eaton spoke m detall today 
of the even..s leading up to ills 
dismissal of the 14, including 
a recounting of the warnings 
he and his coaching staff ,,,ave 
at spring and fall practice 
sessions in 1969 before the 
football season began that year 
that the rule against par-
ticipating in any kind of 
demonstration must be s..rictly 
obsened. 

Eaton said today that on 
Tuesday, Oct. 14, three days 
prior to the dismissal of the 
14 from the Wyoming team, he 
warned them they should not 
"get invol\'ed" and added that 
if any demonstrations occurred 
they should remain in their 
eta ·srooms. 

This warning came after 
indications that the Black 
Student Alliance at Wyoming 
was planning a demonstration 
a gain s t Brigham Young 

University, which to play 
Wyoming at Laramie the 
following Saturday, O<:t. 19. 

On Thursday, Oct. 16, Eaton 
testified today, he received a 
copy of a letter from the Black 
Student AlLiance addressed to 
university President William 
D. Carlson, telling of plans to 
demonstrate against BYU. 

That evening after football 
prac.ice, Eaton testified, he 
asked the team tri-captain, Joe 
Williams, one of the 14, to stay 
and talk to him. 

Eaton said he told Williams 
about the letter and emphasized 
to Williams that "in no way" 
should the players have any 
part in the Black Student 
-BLACK 14 

(Continued on Page 11) 
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(C<>ntinued from Page One) 

again t ed a '' car" and had '·broken 
up a fine foo ball team." 

• He said Williams a ked Eaton Eaton said that his indhidual 
: ·•to let us handle this in our interview proce s was in i ted 
, own way." on bee au e all of t e nlayer 
, "I said, 'Joe, there will be had been recruited as individ-
" no problem if you do not uals and it had been spelled out t 
~ demonstrate against Brigham that under the regulations there t 
~ Young," Eaton recalled on the v;ould be no group action out- o 
'1witness stand today. side the football team. 
~ The coach said he did not "If they wanted to be rein- v. 
.. , talk to any of the other player stated they would have to come c 
, then, relying on Williams to back in one at a time," he said. 
• pass the word on to them. The three black players who 
· On the following mornin"" la er were reinstated were put 
· between 9 and 9:30 a.m., Eato~ hack on the team in this fash-

said today, his secretary an ion he testified today. 
nounced that Williams was at Subsequently, he said, he and 
Eaton's office and wanted to his coachinz staff attended ev-
talk to him. ery meeting they were asked to 

He said Williams then stepped attend on Oct. 17 and 18 that 
into his office and he noted thit was called by the univer ity 
the latter was wearing a black administration com m en cing 
armband on his jacket. fir t with an interview about 10 

He said he went outside and a.m. on Oct. 17 v.ith Carlson, 
asked Williams and the other and then later that evening v.1th 
13 to sit in the bleachers of the University of Wyoming 
the fieldhouse since there was Board of Trustees. 
insUfficient room in his office. He said after the meeting 

He said Williams remained with the trustees about 8 p.m. 
standing while the other 13 were on Oct. 17, Carlson then sug. 
seated. ge ted the coaches return tc 

Eaton said he again reminded their homes and await a call 
the group about the ruling for the deci ion that would be 
about demonstrations and that made by the board of tru tees. 
Williams just shrugged hi Later, Governor Hathway and 
shoulders. Eaton said he told Carlson went to Eaton's home 
the group that "it is difficult for and explained to the coache 
me to understand why you and his staff that the trustees 
young men wish to demonstrate had decided to uohold Eaton' 
against a religion that yo• dismissal of the 14 b acks. 
know nothing about." 

"I can't see how you can 
talked into demonstratin 
against a church," Eaton sai 
he told the 14. 

He said one of them, who 
he identified as Tony Magee, 
said: "What re we supposed t 
do when they call us niggers?' 

He said Assistant Coach Bil 
Baker, aid that if anythin 
like that should happen, h 
wanted to know about it and 
would take the matter to the 
dean of men. 

He said Eaton said three or 
four others started talking at 
the same time. 

He said he then told them that 
; th~llro~am at W)oming ua 
not satisfactory then perhaps 
they had better think abou go-
ing to Morgan State or Grambl· 
ing, both predominately Negro 
schools. 

He said he meant nothing 
about this and he felt that if 
the BYU players were ''cheap 
shotting" the Wyoming blacks, 
"then for goodness sakes you 
had better think about Morgan 
State or Grambling." 

He said be also told them 
that if someone were forcing 
the 14 black athletes into dem-
on trating against BYU, then 
they possibly would lose their 
scholarships.; 

After a little more conversa-
tion, Eaton aid be told them: 
"As of thi moment, this group 
is off the Wyoming football 
team," and the players filed 
out of the fieldhouse. 

He said he and his assistant 
on the coaching staff already 
had di cu sed what they would 
do if the players came to them 
in a group all wearing arm-
bands and that they also had 
previously agreed that if any 
of the players left the team 

; in the BYU demonstration, they 
·not only would have to come to 

talk to Eaton individually to 
ask fur reinstatement but also 
would have to talk to the as-
sistant coaches and then go 
before the full football team 
and explain what had happened 
and ask to i:et back on the 
team. 

He said it was essary for 
the remaining players to also 
pass on their return because by 
their departUre, they had creat-



PAGE FOUR 

Editoria I Views 
The Rules -for Everyone or a Few? 

It was simply a question of discipline. 
but like so many things in America these 
days. it has been and will probably con-
tinue to be blown entirely out of propor-
tion. Already it has developed racial 
tones. although this was the doing of the 
men who felt that they were outside the 
discipline of the rest of the team if they· 
chose to demonstrate. 

Coach Lloyd Eaton has empha~ized 

throughout the year that the Wyominl! 
football team players are not to be in-
rnlved in any type demonstration. For 
this reason several players were dis-
missed last year. This point has been 
stre sed in all public appearances made 
by Eaton ttis fall. 

Friday's incident \\a· not a matter 
of race with the exception that black sto-
dents decided to u_e he l:"ni\ ersity of 
Wyoming football field to demonstrate 
against the . formon Church. This came 
about despite the fact that they had pre-
\ iously been informed that ·uch a dem-
onstration was not permissible as mem-
bers of the football team. \ hen they put 
on the black armband they automati-
cally brought about their own dismissal 
from the team. 

We admire anyone who stands up for 
~hat he feels is right. However. most of 
the N'egro football players at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming \'ere there on a 
scholarship to play football. Their first 
duty, if they wish to maintain that sc'hol-
arship. is to play the game according 
to the rules. We believe that many of 
the athletes should take a second look 
at the manner in which the demonstra-
tion came about. 

Without rules and the popular con-
ception by a few appears to be that we 
dcn't have to live by them. no team, 
army, city. county. nation or any other 
body can hope to operate. \Ve believe it 
is fine to stand up for one's beliefs but 
when those beliefs bring about infrac-
tions of the rules. \·e certainly can't see 
" here any person feels he should be ai-
lo\\<ed to escape punishment. 

.Jesse 0 vens. one of the greate'>t 
. ·egro athletes of all times. did not take 
kindly to the German claim of race su-
periority. Instead of wearing a blac'. 
armband to demonstrate against the 
Germans. however. he entered athletic 
events and showed them that their su-
pe1iority was only a dream. Too bad he 
wasn't around as leader Frida .. 
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NO DEFEATS, LOADS OF TROUBLE 

When Coach Lloyd Eaton of Wyoming's unbeaten football team suspended his 14 black players after a bitter 

dispute he started a controversy that has aroused passions throughout the state by PAT PUTNAM 

Oh, it was a beautiful homecoming. 
The weather v.as as pretty as the 

queen, cool and crisp, and nobody mind-
ed a little wind. As people strolled from 
the stadium last Saturday they laughed 
and talked about how their unbeaten 
Wyoming had just manhandled San Jose 
State 16-7, which made it hard to get 
up a real working anger against those 
l 4 black athletes Coach Lloyd Eaton 
threw off the team two weeks ago. Coach 
Eaton had shown those protesters he 

could win without them. Good riddance, 
and never mind a lot of talk about civil 
rights, because this is Wyoming. and out 
here we do things our way. Like Coach 
Eaton told those athletes: Boys, if you 
don't like the way we run things around 
here then you better go play at Gram-
bling or Morgan State. Yes sir, and 
wasn·t that victory over San Jose State 
just glorious? 

.. Yes. it was a glorious victory,"' said 
Bill Waterman, smiling thinly, ··and now 

we shall see about the rest." Waterman 
is an AACP lawyer out of Detroit, a 
short, rather round, quiet-spoken man, 
and be arrived in Laramie, Wyo. last 
week with the belief that the rights of a 
student should not be limited just be-
cause he is an athlete. His first move 
will be to seek an injunction against the 
University of Wyoming in federal court 
this week. "First we want to get tr.e play-
ers reinstated," he said ... Then we'll go 
from there . ., 

Eaton abruptly dropped the 14 black 
athletes from the team on Oct. 17, af-
ter, he says, they took part in a dem-
onstration against Mormon racial pol-
icies, which exclude Negroes from the 
priesthood of the Mormon Church. Wy-
oming was to play Brigham Young Uni-
versity, \\.hich is run by the Mormons, 
the following afternoon. Eaton insists 
that his players act as individuals and 
not as factions, which he feels splits the 
team, and he became incensed when the 
Negro players appeared before him that 
morning as a group. '"They came in to-
gether and they came wearing black arm-
bands," he said. '"ft was simply a mat-
ter of discipline. Black or white, it didn't 
matter to me. They broke the rule and 
I told them they were no longer mem-
bers of the team." 

All his life Eaton has lived by the 
rules. He is a stern disciplinarian who 
can neither understand nor forgive a 
breakdown in team unity. As a boy he 
had to help bis father scratch a living 
from a tiny ranch in the Black Hills of 
South Dakota. During the Depression 
he worked his way through college by 
sweeping floors for 25¢ an hour. No-
body gave him anything. Nothing came 
easy for him and he feels that nothing 
should come easy for those who play 
under him. Until nov. his iron disci-
pline has worked and worked well. The 
last three years Wyoming has been the 
Western Athletic Conference champion; 
this year it has won six games, leads the 

Wyoming blacks, seeking a way of protest, 

say they just went to Eaton with a request. 
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Football Coach Lloyd Eaton 
"We were trying to reach common ground." "They wore armbands in defiance of the rule." 

BSA Chancellor Willie S. Black 
"Eaton misunderstood the players' feelings." 

to wear them off the field. When we 
met him that morning we were stu-
dents. We didn't wear them to test 
him." 

About 9:30 the next morning, Fri-
day, Oct. 17, the 14, wearing the 
armbands, walked into Eaton's of-
fice, which is located on the second 
floor in Memorial Fieldhouse at the 
east end of the campus. Williams 
said he asked Eaton, "May we talk 
to you and the (coaching) staff?" 

Eaton immediately saw the arm-
bands as a challenge to his author-
ity. 

Eaton and two of his five assist-
ants, Fritz Shurmur and Bill Baker, 
and the 14 players walked through 
the portal across from the football 
office and gathered in the fieldhouse 
spectator-seating area. The meet-
ing lasted 8 to 10 minutes. Williams 
and Willie Hy saw, another di s-
missed Black player, agree it went 
like this: 

"He (Eaton) said he would 'save 
you gentlemen a lot of time and 
trouble, you're all through.' He said 
he would 'make it real short, at the 
start of the second semester, you're 
off your scholarships.' He said we 
were rabble rousers and that we 
should start acting like college stu-
dents, and that we weren't going to 
be allowed the taxpayers' money 
anymore, that we could go on Negro 
relief . . . on colored relief. He 
didn't give us much of a chance to 
talk. A couple of times he told us to 
shut up." 

Eaton confirms their story: "I 
didn't give them much of a chance. 
What was I going to hear? A bunch 
of excuses. By wearing those arm-
bands they were in open defiance of 
the rule. I asked them, 'Just what do 

The Denver Post • Nov. 2, 1969 

you know about the principles of the 
LDS Church?' One player, Ted Wil-
liams (no relation to Joe Williams), 
raised his hand and said, 'Coach, I 
do. I'm getting my papers from the 
(LDS) church .. .' I asked him, 
'You mean to tell me that you're go-
ing to be protesting the next two 
days against the religion that you're 
going to profess to follow the rest of 
your life?' Ted dropped his head 
and looked at the floor." 

Eaton told the 14 that they were 
"through," and the players walked 
out. Eaton then gave names of the 
14 to Athletic Director Glenn Ja-
coby, who immediately informed 
President Carlson. Alarmed, Carl-
son asked the coaches and Jacoby 
to meet him right away in the Board 
of Trustees room in Old Main, lo-
cated at the west end of the cam-
pus. Inexplicably, Carlson had not 
tried to reach Eaton on his return 
to the campus. 

While Carlson was listening to the 
coaches' accounts of what had hap-
pened, his office received a request 
for a meeting from the Black Stu-
dents Alliance. The 14 dismissed 
players and Willie Black met with 
Carlson at 11:30 a.m. 

Eaton and his staff returned to the 
fieldhouse, where an 11:30 a.m. prac-
tice was scheduled, and told the 
White players in the dressing room 
what had happened. He asked them 
to show no animosity toward the 14 
dismissed players, and then con-
ducted a workout. 

In his meeting at Old Main with 
the Negroes, President Car 1 son 
asked: "What do you want me to 
do?" They requested a meeting with 
the coaches. 

In the meantime, Carlson's office 

began calling the 12 trustees to in-
form them of the situation. 

When Carlson relayed the players' 
request to Eaton, the coach said if 
the Black athletes would come on an 
individual basis the coaches would 
consider reinstating them on the 
football team. The Blacks said they 
would meet with the coaches only 
as a group. 

Carlson, realizing the rift was 
growing wider by the minute, called 
Jacoby and asked him to listen to 
the Negroes' problems. At this 
meeting were the Black football 
players, several other Black stu-
dents, Willie Black and White stu-
dent leaders. The Blacks insisted it 
was their "constitutional right" to 
protest and explained what had hap-
pened in the fieldhouse that mor-
ning. Before the meeting broke up 
around 4:30 p.m., Jacoby said: "As 
athletic director, I must support the 
coaches.'' Jacoby later said two 
players accused him during this 
meeting of being a "racist." He 
identified them as Mel Hamilton 
and Willie Hysaw. 

•'I asked them how they could say 
that about me," Jacoby said, "when 
a couple of years ago my wife and 
I let Vic Washington stay at our 
house after he was kicked out of the 
dormitory for fighting with a proc-
tor." Washington, a Negro, was a 
star defensive halfback for Wyo-
ming and now is playing in the 
Canadian League. 

(Hamilton remembered an inci-
dent when he was a member of the 
Wyoming's 1966 Sun Bowl team. He 
wanted to marry a White girl but 
was urged by Coach Eaton to re-
consider. Hamilton, then 20, was 
drafted by the Army, and did not 

marry the girl. Last summer, Eaton 
said, Hamilton called him from New 
York, said he wanted to play for 
Wyoming again, and was invited 
back.) 

Meanwhile, a few of the trustees 
had arrived in Laramie. In the field-
house, Eaton and his staff were has-
tily going over the rosters, readjust-
ing the lineups for Saturday's game. 
(Six of the 14 Blacks were starters, 
three each on the defensive and of-
fensive units.) 

Gov. Stan Hathaway, an ex-officio 
member of the board (as are Carl-
son and Hoke MacMillan, president 
of the university's Associated Stu-
dents), arrived from Cheyenne and 
CarlsQn requested a board meeting 
for 8:15 p.m. Five trustees were 
present, six listened through a tele-
phone hookup and one, on a trip to 
the West Coast, was kept aware of 
the proceedings b e t w e e n plane 
stops. All three ex-officio members 
were present. 

While the trustees were meeting, 
the c o a ch e s and the remaining 
members of the team went to the 
Fox Theatre near the campus for 
the traditional movie the night be-
fore a game. A film called The Good 
Guys and the Bad Guys was play-
ing. 

After the players were sent home, 
the coaches met with the board for 
nearly two hours. Then the coaches 
left and the 14 athlete s, accom-
panied by Willie Black, presented 
their side to the board. 

It was past midnight when Carl-
son requested that the governor and 
the 14 Blacks meet in his (Carlson's) 
office. "We were still trying to 
reach a common ground," Carlson 
said later. At this meeting, Gov. 
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Continued from page I 
your tail off in front of a bunch 
of spectators who think you've 
got horns?" 

Walton and 
emphasized that the delegates 
were rational and intelligent. 
"Their thinking was just not the 
same as ours," said Hepworth. 

Kelvin Lynn feels that every 
university is racist and that is only 
easier to point out at BYU. In 
order to accomplish his goals of 
disposing of racism, he says "We 
need outside influence" and 
advocated taking outside measures 
to bring blacks to BYU. Perhaps 
that's why he wrote the report 
and sought to censure BYU. 

RESOLUTION DEFEATED 
That was the situation at the 

time of the conference. "But by 4 
a.m.," said Walton, "they weren't 
even talking about proof." 

Walton reported that he got 
notes from other delegates during 
the night that BYU "was fielding 
the questions well and that they 
would vote for the BYU position" 
By 4 a.m. Walton felt they had 
enough support to win. The 
resolution was introduced at the 8 
a.m. meeting and defeated, 9-4. 
The other two dissenting votes 
were cast by delegates from the 
University of Texas at El Paso. 

BYU leaders then presented 
their own resolution "that the 
WCA condemn any practice that 
is intended to deny the full civil 
rights by any person regardless of 
race, color or creed." 'That made 
us look quite a bit better than 
otherwise," said Walton. 

The Western Collegiate 
Association was formed four years 
ago. According to Hepworth, it 
was the idea of Lynn Southam, 
BYU student body president at 
the time, to foster relationships 
between schools and has been 
largely supported by BYU. For 
example, he said four of the eight 
semi-annual meetings have been at 
BYU. 

The conference comprises eight: 
Utah, Arizona, Wyoming, Texas 
and Colorado universities, but it is 
not the same as the Western. 
Athletic Conference. 



yo. U Grid 
Team Drops 
14 roes 
LARAMIE, Wyo. - (UPI) - Fourteen 

Negro pla. •ers, including six starters, 
were kicked off the undefeated University 
of Wyoming football Saturday only hours 
before they were scheduled to appear in 
a game against Brigham Young Univer-
sity. -, 

Athletic Director Glenn J. Jacoby said 
the black athletes defied "rules and regu-
lations" when they wore black armbands 
Friday in support of a protest against 
BYU. 

The University's board of trustees, 
members of Wyoming's coaching staff 
and Gov. Stanley K. Hathaway met until 
3:30 a.m. Saturday to try to resolve the 
conflict. 

Jacoby said following the meeting, that 
Wyoming "had no choice but to drop them 
from the squad." 

"Fourteen players were told not to par· 
ticipate in a Black Students Alliance 
(BSA) protest of the football game with 
Brigham Young University and not to 
wear black armbands in support of those 
who did join the protest," Jacoby said. 

"The 14 came to Memorial Fieldhouse 
Friday morning wearing the black arm-
bands in direct defiance of the football 
coaching staff and therefore were dis-
missed from the team," he said. 

The dispute arose when black athletes 
went to Football Coach Lloyd Eaton's of-
fice Friday to protest alleged "racial pol-
icies" at Brigham Young. 

Joe Williams, one of the three team 
captains said "We hadn't planned to boy-
cott the game." He added, however, that 
he and other black athletes had worn 
armbands and were wearing them when 
they went to Eaton's office in the field· 
house. 

Williams, a halfback, said Eaton re-
acted angrily when he sighted the arm-
bands, saying that the players were sus-
pended and that their football scholar-
ships would be revoked at the end of the 
semester. 

In a letter to Carlson, the BSA said it 
opposed BYU, run by the Church of Christ 
of Latter-day Saints (Mormon), on "mor-
al and human grounds." The alliance 
said the Mormon Church allows Negro 
members, but doesn't permit Negroes to 
hold higher church offices such as the 
priesthood. 

Wyoming, with an enrollment of 8,200, 
has about 150 black students. 



Hopefully, the Final Word 
·The key to Judge Kerr's decision in 

the Black 14 case seems to be that 
one asserted right is not necessarily 
paramount to another right. 

Wrote Judge Kerr in the opinion 
anded down in U.S. District Court to-

day in this much-disputed, two-year-old 
case: "The fullest realization of true 
religious liberty requires that govern-
ment neither engage in nor compel re-
igious practices, that it effect no fav-
ritism among sects or between reli-

- gion and non-religion, and that it work 
deterrence of no religious belief .•• 

''The rights of the plaintiffs to 
freedom of speech as guaranteed by 
the First Amendment cannot be held 
paramount to the rights of others to 
practice their religion free from "tate-
upported protes since individual liber-

ties cannot be left completely uncon-
trolled to clash with "imilarly asserted 
liberties of several thousand others.' " 

The decision also took judicial no-
'tice of the fact that none of the 11 re-
maining plaintiffs in the action, ha. ed 
on "the evidence before the court," 
would be eligible for reinstatement on 
:the \\ yoming team under exi 'ting rules 
of the \Vestern Athletic Conference and 
the • .,. ational Collegiate Athletic A "soc1a-
i:ion. 

But the important point, the one on 
which this decision seems to turn, is 
hat of the clash between religious prac-

tice, which the evidence showed the 
'.Black 14 was protesting, and freedom 
of speech which they claimed was their 
'right in wearing the black armband" 
both to the office of Coach Lloyd Ea-
l 

ton, and which they indicated they in-
tended to wear onto the playing field 
in the football game against Brigham 
Young University. 

While the plaintiffs made a strong 
argument in behalf of the similarity 
of the action at Laramie on Oct. 17, 
1969, and the Tinker vs. Des Moines 
case where students wore black arm-
bands into a schoolroom in opposition 
to the Vietnam \Yar, Judge Kerr point-
ed out in his decision that this latter 
dealt with a governmental or politicai 
activity that lay "within the prime 
zone of protected areas of free speech." 

The Black 14 controversy on the oth-
er hand involved wearing black arm-
bands onto the "playing field in Ie-
morial Stadium, a tax-supported fa-
cility of the State of Wyoming, during 
a cheduled intercollegiate football 
game, specifically constituting a pro-
test again t alleged religious beliefs or 
tenets of the ::\Iormon Chui·ch, thereby 
constituting symbolic speech expres-
sion by the 14 plaintiff football play-
ers . · .. " This, the court held, "could 
not be constitutionally permitted or al-
lowed by the defendant state officers, 
in keeping with the principle of com_. 
plete neutrality, and in compliance with 
the Wyoming constitutional guarantee 
that no person shall be molested in bis 
religious beliefs." 

Hopefully this will set to rest this 
two-year-old incident once and for all 
and furthermore will help shore up the 
con ·titutional principle that one per-
son's or et of individual-' claim to con-
titutional rights shall not offset other 

right claimed by others. 
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BYU Leaders Fend Off Challenge 
By Scott Duncan 

Universe Staff Writer 
BYU student leaders rebuffed an unexpected challenge 

of racism at the Western Collegiate Association student 
government conference. The conference was Oct. 3 and 
4 at the University of Wyoming at Laramie. 

The challenge came in the form of a proposed 
resolution for all schools "to take action to sever all 
relations" with BYU in a 12-page report called 
"Institutional Racism at BYU." 

Arriving late because their plane had to land in Casper, 
Brian Walton, vice president of academics, Bill 
Hepworth, vice president of finance and faculty advisor 
Paul Genho were warned of the challenge at 8 p.m. 
Friday. Resolutions were to be acted upon at the next 
morning's 8 a.m. meeting. 

Walton thought the threat was substantial and stayed 
up all night trying to convince the anti-BYU forces that 
BYU was not a racist school. 

These forces were led by University of Utah delegates 
to the conference and Kelvin Lynn, author of the 

12-page report and regional coordinator for the National 
Student Association. 

All three were members of the Utah chapter of the 
Students for a Democratic Society and may not have 
been sent expressly by student body leaders at Utah, 
according to Hepworth, who asked one to relay a 
message to the student body president at the school and 
was told the delegates "were not on good terms" with 
the president. 

THE 12-PAGE REPORT 
The report itself was based on Mormon Church 

policies allegedly denying blacks the priesthood 
authority of their church. "Because he (the black) is not 
eligible to hold the priesthood he is not eligible for the 
two higher levels of celestial happiness in paradise, but is 
allowed only to the lowest level," is one excerpt. 

A quote from the Book of Mormon was implied to 
have meant that Negroes received a "curse _of blackness." 

George Mayer was quoted as saying the psychological 
effect of this teaching on Mormon youth was that they 
become "insensitive to the many injustices and 

discriminations that exist in our society" against 
Negroes. 

The report went on to figure the percentage of blacks 
in Utah and the United States and said it expected BYU 
to have a corresponding number of American egroes 
(232). It said, "We do fee(, however, that a change in 
admission policies toward Negroes could be 
implemented immediately." 

The report also cited the number of black speakers 
and performers during the last school year, feeling this 
number constituted a form of discrimination. 

ATHLETES' CHARGES 
It ended by quoting leaders of the Black Student 

Union and black athletes at the University of New 
Mexico and the University of Texas at El Paso. One of 
these was from the latter school's track team that 
boycotted a track meet with BYU last year: 

"The Mormons teach that Negroes are descended from 
the devil. As a reason for the track team's 
boycott. who the---wants to go up there and run 

Continued on page 3 
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