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M>RM>N CHURCH OPPOSES ERA: 
The First Presidency of the Church has is 

sued the following statement concerning the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA): 

"From its beginnings, The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints has affirmed the 
exalted role of woman in our society. 

"In 1842, when women's organizations were 
little known, the Prophet Joseph Smith estab 
lished the women's organization of the Church, 
the Relief Society, as a companion body of 
the priesthood. 

''The Relief Society continues to funct Ion 
today as a vibrant, worldwide organization 
aimed at strengthening motherhood and broad 
e~ing women's learning & involvement in relig 
ious, compassionate, cultural, educational & 
community pursuits. ·· 

"In Utah, where our Church has its head 
quarters, women received the right to vote in 
1870, SO years before the 19th amendment to 
the Constitution granted the right nationally. 
~ .. ."There have been injustices to women before 
the law and in society generally. These we 
deplore. 

"There are additional rights to which women 
are entitled. . 

''However, we firmly believe that the Equal 
Rights Allendment is not the answer. 

''While the motives of its supporters ■ay 
be praiseworthy, ERA as a blanket atte11pt to_ 
help women could indeed bring thea far ■ore 
restraints and repressions. We fear it will 
even stifle ■any God-given feminine instincts •. 

"It would strike at the family, humankind's 
basic institution. ERA would bring ubiguit, 
and possibly invite extensive litigation. 

"Passage of ERA, some legal authorities 
contend, could nullify many accuaulated bene 
fits to women in present statutes. · 

. nwe recognize men and women as equa~ly i• 
portarit before th~• Lord, but with differences 
biologically, emotionally and in other ways. 

''ERA we believe, does not recognize these 
J • 

differences. There are better ■eans for giv- 
ing women, and men, the rights they deserve." 

PUBLIC OPINION POLL: 
nie highly-respected and independent pub= 

lie opinion poll in Nevada called the Pier 
son Poll recently released the results of 
its survey: Voters in Southern Nevada (Las 
Vegas) oppose ERA by 60-40\. Congratulations 
to Sen.Helen Herr and her group for doing 
such a good job of educating the public! 
r.«>RE ON REPUBLICAN PLATFORM COMMITIEE: 
---Youwill remember that the Subconunittee 
of the Republican Platform Committee voted 
8 to 7 NOT to endorse ERA, and then it wms 
announced that the full Platform Committee 
approved a pro-ERA plank by the narrow vote 
of 51 to 47. The vote was taken by a rais 
ing of hands. 

I have recently been info:r.med that the 
Missouri representative on the Platform Com- ~ 
mittee, former Cong.Tom Curtis, made his 
own count of the raised hands, and is con 
vinced that those opposed to ERA were th0 
majority. He demanded a roll-call vote, but 
the Chainian refused to take one. This was 
in violation.of the rules, but the Chaiman 
got by with ·it. No doubt he was under heavy 
pressure from Gerald and Betty Ford to make 
sure that ERA was approved by the Platform 
Co11mittee by fair means or foul. 
ERA POSTERS: 
--You can order our new ERA Poster for use 
in your area at $1 each. A space is left at 
the bottom for you to-write the name & add 
ress of your organization with a felt pen: 

Women of America 

Ask not 
what ERA 
can do 
FOR 

you 

Ask 

what 
ERA 

can do 
TO you 



IRA Opponent NevaStateJoumaJ Saturday Nov. 21, l!1l6 

Power Grab Critl ·zed · 
Byl.mffl'APOWERS University in St. lAUil ud Master' a 

'lbe proposed Equal Rights Amendment = from Harvard UnlversUy in 
<ERA> Is a move on the part of ti>'! federal ttcal Science. · 

· government to grab more power from · She writes a biweetly DeWllp8pel' column 
indivtcual states, Phyllis ScblaOy, national and does a b1weeldy !broodcat ~ redio network. . . 
chairman of srop EBA, said Fridly In "Women are mt.itled to apecla1 CIIO- 
Rmo. · sideratkm in l,clllatDI because women 

and ms1 are factually dlffeffl1t," Mrs. 
Section n of the ERA. wooid transfer Schlafty said. . ''And we have a riiht to ·~~-~~cfv: .. reflect thatdlffelaalnthelaw." 

and child custody "from the states and Into 
the sticky, meddling fingers of the federal 

·government," Mrs. Sdwlfly told a small 
\ group of newsmen. 

· Passage of the ERA woukl make ~ 
Mrs. Schlafly addressed newsmen prior smject to any future draft ln the event of a 

to a apeaklng engagement at which she was t war and woold eliminate a tuband's 
scheduled toaaalndblcl& why STOP ERA, t: obllg•tionundel' ltate law~ for the 
a nation-wide organization, opposes f support of his wife and the wife to 
~geof the amendment . _ , ~ aintrtbute 50 ~ ~ to bou9ebold's 
'1be ERA would not add to womens (! income, Mn. SCbllDY uid. . . 

J 
rights but would eliminate many o1 tboae 1· ''Social Security 1s the molt pl'O-'MJlllell 
benefits under law that do exist for women, 1an1 .. ,.1t1oo we have eYel' bad 1n this 
saldthe52-year-oldmotherofslx. ~." she· said. "A bousew1fe can 
'"lbere ire no laws that discrlminate receive acdal .-,curlty even without having 

I = 
women . We oppose the Equal · ~d a job to pay into the system. It ii 
Amendment because it won't do · recognl7.ed • tiq>ortanl•~.role cl the 

. anything for women . Itwon'tldvethemany · ~LI." · · · ·· 
. rlgbta, opportunities or benefits that they · \ · 
. don't already have now. It will take away a . . With~ <II tbe ERA, a wtfe'a rlatu 
lotCJf the rtabta webave." . . ·. \ to receive ... IOCUl'ily benefttl would be 

, . . - : ·I.eliminated.or tbt, tUlblnd midJt have to 
Mrs. Sctiafly .. and 8 husband, Ill at- .,pay more Jato tbe'.symm fer• Ml HI Ed 
~. rellde lnAltca.,. m. · va1ue ot hil wUe', .. won 1n· the home, Mn. 

· Sbihoids a B.A. degree from WJ!ll!N.., · SchlaOyuld,. ' · • . · , : .. • . 

1be fact women bear.children and lack 
the physical stn!ngth of men must be taken 
into ccmsideraticll , she said. 

ERA MOVING IN ·REVERSE 
'·, People In tbe state of Wuhlngton do not 
· lutinc tively deny opportunities to women, 
~ die belt proof ot this beiD& the Nov; 2 election 
'.of Dix Lee Ray u ~- 
' '. Dr. Dixy Lee Ray, die,_....,,_ 
.tf die llcl At.de E11er1Y, Ctm 111te+a, teat 
.. ,verlylmpreaaeclbybelac die NCead woma 
.:tYereledecl a lflet'W ...._. IAICeeedbli a 
J111hrld "l"Ye ..._ a ..... fer wrty a 
,..,., ...... ,., ... rally da't tlak ..... 
1t•DIICII." 
DelpUe ber healthy, non-eemt attitude, Dr. 

pJ_ay is bein, forced to think about tbe 
Ji~uences of the Equal Rights Amend 
/(ment wblcb ber state adopted in 1972. 
/;~ of ERA calllfJd Wublngton to YOW a 
'; ,protecti ve labor law enacted for women and 

,dlildren in 11113. The old law re1tricted jt ~orced overtime wort, put limits on lifting · 
j\ . of welgbta by women, provided for rest 
' . ,Periods, etc. 
\ .'.. ERA proponents blithely said they would 
simply have a new law passed guaranteetng 
to men the same safeguards once enjoyed by 

•IIOlllell. But that hasn't happened. 
ERA backers have taken to wrangling 

among themselves. Those at the national 
level want to pu8'l oo for final ratification of 

. '.the amendment, saying tbat protective labor 
:leli&latkxl denies job opportunities to wome1L 

tt. lioutJ llobt-•mom2 

M~y worldq WOm'8' • It differently, 
AYinl ERA In Wul!iJrpn hat failed. . 
"Alfuul'm--.~.=• .................... ~, ... 

bat t11ie .. , ..... n,,aa,,," 1ay1 a., 
GWll,~flr•INIIPalllll .... 
die CNIIUla, -~Luer ........ .. tllL . ·•·. . 
Some women have complained of being 

forced to work owrttme by employen wbo 
found It cbelper to PAY time and a ball than 
to hire additional help. Otbera bave proteated 
that they no loopr pt luPCb periodl becaUle 
their wort .. "Intermittent" In nature. .. 

Reports from Wasbiqton would lpdicate 
that heaven la a better protector of tbe 
woning girl t!lla la BRA. . 
'Iblrty-eip.t 1ta1e1. must approve the Equal 

Righta Amendm•t before lffl if. it .ls to 
become part of tbe U.S. Cclllltitution. Of the 
34 states that have ratified ERA,. two - 
Nebruu and Teaw11ee - bave rtlldnded 
their leplative approyal . ' 
___,.adllllMllnmala ..... lWel 

la die 1tnuJt IYtr Eli ade,tltll. TM 
W ........ aperl■■CI CMW llllp CNI die 
aider ti 1111N Prlf lDl■tl 1M eem4'■t die 
lfPUltba el tlllN • all'IMJ bn It II I 
bad deal. EllA II till..._... pu way to.a 
ltdle&$.~a1ppn laMJhrtidllr■-, 

Mon. Nov. 22, 1976 

FUND-RAISING IDEA: 
Northern Nevada Stop ERA success 

fully raises all the money it 
needs by Rummage Sales. They have 
one every 3 months at the Ameri 
can Legion Hall in Reno, and net 
$300-$800 on ea.sale. All their 
friends donate rummage regularly. 
They advertise by community pub 
lic service announcements, women's 
page, posters, etc. 

Send us YOUR fund-raising sug 
gestions, please. 
COSMETICS FIRMS HELP WOMEN'S LIB: 

AVON gave thousands of dollars 
to the pro-ERA campaign in NY be 
fore the referendum in Nov.1975. 

HELENA RUBENSTEIN gave a grant 
to Ill.College in Jacksonville, 
Ill. which was used to bring Bet 
ty Friedan to speak on campus. 

It makes no sense for cosmetics 
firms to donate to women's lib. 
The libs don't believe in making 
themselves beautiful with cosme 
tics! 
MRS./MISS/MR.: 
The jointAP-UPI style-book com 
mittee has recommended the elim 
ination of Miss & Mrs. in sports 
news stories but not elsewhere. 
The women's libbers are now con 
ducting a letterwriting campaign 
to get AP & UPI to drop all use 
of Mrs.& Miss,and to refer to· wo 
men in news stories by their sur 
names only--so they will be equal 
with men! 

Do you like women being referr 
ed to by surname only(such as 
Smith,Brown,Ford,Carter)? Or do 
you like news stories to show spe 
cial courtesy to women & refer to 
them as Mrs. or Miss, even tho 
men are referred to by their sur 
name only? 

If you oppose dropping Mrs.& 
Miss in order to give women "equal 
treatment" with men, please write 
to Mr.Keith Fuller (AP, SO Rocke 
feller Pl., NY, NY 10020) and Mr. 
H.L. Stevenson (UPI, 200 E.42nd 
St., NY, NY 10017). 
RECOMMENDED BOOK FOR XMAS GIFTS: 
THE FEMALE WOMAN by Arianna Stassi 

nopoulos. (Order from Elaine 
Middendorf, 3930 Eiler, St.Louis, 
Mo. 63116; $1.50; 5 for $6.50) 

May the ~·ngs oft 
Child be wi o~_you 
Christmas. ,.._..__.__IV\,l"A,,f_ 


