
A CHRONOLOGY 

OF EVACUATION AND RELOCATION 

.December 1 -- The attack on Pearl Harbor 
December 8 •- Declaration of war against Japan. 

--1942~- .· 

February 13-- Letter to· the Pre•ident from the Pacific Coast congressional 
delegation recommending the e~acuation from strategic areas 
of all persons of Japanese ancestry, end others, both aliens 
and citizens, whose presence might jeopardize or hinder the· 
Nation' a war effort. · 

February 19·- Executive order of the President authorizing the Secretary 
of War or designated military commanders to prescribe military 
areas from which an.r· or all persons may be excluded, or in 
which their movements may be restricted. 

February-·21;.. Hearings of House COlTIDlittee on National Defense Migration 
(the Tolan Committee) begun on the Pacific Coast with 
regtu'd to problems involved in dealing -with enemy aliens and 
other persons living in that area. 

· February 23·- Telegram trom the Tolan Committee to the President, cabinet 
members, and congressional leaders urging establishment of a 
regional office of the Alien ~operty Custodian in the Pacific 
Coast area. 

Proclamation issued by Lieut. Gen. J. L. DeWitt, Commanding 
General of the Western Defense Command and Fourth Army, 
designating ilf'llitary a;reas in the States of' Washington, Oregon, 
California, end Arizona from which certain persons or classes 
of persons:,. as the si tu:a.tion might require, might. be excluded. 
Restrictions pla.ced on Japanese; Gel'111Bll, and Italian aliens. 
Military Area No. 1 include.d roughly the western half of the 
three ooastal States e:,ad the southern half of Arizona. 
Military Area No. 2 comprised ~e remainiM portions of all 
four states, Period of voluntary evacuation begun. 

March 6 -- Federal Reserve Bank designated as a co-operating agency to 
assist persons to be evacuated in disposing of their property 
or making other arrangements for handling such property •. The 
Farm Security Administration was later authorized to render 
similar assistance with respect to agricultural property and 
to. help in placing other opera.tors on farms · that had "been 
vacated. 
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March 14 Tho Wartime Civil Control 1.dministrotion (WCC.A) established 'us 
nn c geneycr tho Western Dofonso Command , under Col. Knrl R. 
Bondotson, to have diroet supervision of tho ovncuntion program. 

, , 

Mnroh 14 Pr-oe Lnrna+Lon issued designating tho Sfot6s of Idaho, Monbana , 
Nevada , and Uto.h us military ar-cas No. 31 41 51 and 6 r-oapo o't Ivo Iy., 

Mo.roh 16 ..... Work underway on· clearing io.nd and erection of housing for 
evacuee as s embly center o. t Mnnzunn:r ,. · Co.lifernio., under cl ire ct ion 
of tho 'u. S • ,\rmy Corps of Eng'i nocr-s , 

Mo.reh 18. -- Exo otrb fvo Order (9182) is.sued by Prosidont Roosevelt e~eating 
tho Wo.r Rolocntion· ;'°.uth·ority, n noµ-militnry ngoncy,with 

, authority to fo:rmulnto o.nd curry out n program for o. planned 
· and orderly relocation of por-sons ovucuzibod from military ar-ous • 

Milton s. Eisonhov,ror appointed director. 
.March 19 

Murch 21 

Murch 23 

Mo.rch 23 

Mo.rch 27 

... 
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Mo.rch 29 

" 

Tolcigrmns s orrb by I'o Lan Comi-nitt~o to 15,Vfo~torxi Governors to 
dotormino o.ttitudci of Stntcs .to1,w.rd, roooiving -Japuncs o ovo.cuoos; 
all but orio of tho r op.l ios unf'nvor-ab Lo •. . . 
Enactment of Corigr-os s LonaI logislµtion (HR 6758) providing 
ponn I'b Ics for ~9rso~:yfolt;t-l;;ing·of~ors us to onbor rng , r crm Ln» 
ing ii11 or leaving military ct'.roo.s • 

. .: '! 1 . , 

Movomorrt of first contingent of evacuees of .Japancs o ancestry., 
11000 volunteers from Los Angelos., to tho assembly center nt 
Mnnznnnr to 6.ssist in propo.ring tho now co11D.'ilunity for tho lntor 
o.rrivnl of 9100" o+hcrs • · 

. . . j 1-: 

•- Civilian Exclusion Order No. 1 issuod by Lieut. Gon. J. L. 
DeWitt directing o.11 .Po1:sons of Japanese ancestry both nlicns 
and citizens, tie ovacun+o Bainbridge ·rslr.md near Seattle., 

, , . 
Wnshington, on or boforo Murch 31 • . 

...... Effoctivo do.to ·of cur row ordor covering German and Ito.lio.n 
a Li one arid nll portr6ps of Jo.pnnoso ancestry in Military Aron 
No. l, r-cqudr Lng 'tlic:in to bo in their pfacos of rosidonco botwcon 
tho hours of 8 p.m. and 6· o..m.; forbidding possossion of fire 
arms, O?Cplos ivos, co.morns, rndio t:ro.nsmi tting sets or shortwo.vo 
ro601ving sots, o.nd:barring· travel more thnµ five miles from 
homo 1vithout· permit. . . . 

Further volunto.ry ov3.cuntion. f:rom·MiJ.itary 1,roo. Noe 1 by 
Japnnoso., o.lions or f{morico.n::.b'orn; prohibited nftor this do.to 
by ordo:r of Lieut• Genr• · D91'itt • 

Throe •thousand people of Jupe\noso o.ncostry· ordered to ovucuato 
tho Tormino.1 Is lo.nd aron in tbs· Angoios ho.rbor by i~pril 5 o.nd 
move to tho assembly contor at Snntu.J.nitu. 
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.April 7 

April 16. 

J,pril 17 

Mo.y T 

Mny 8 

Mo.y 8 

-Mn;y- 8 

Mo.y 16. 

Mo.y J,9 

Nro.y 21 

Mo.y 27 

Juno l 

-- 

~· , 
Construction s brrr bod on Gilt\ River- Re Lo crrbd.on Center near 
So.co.ton, l.rizono.~ 

.... J.ppointrnont· of E. R. Fryer as Rogionul Diroctor · of tho 1.Vur 
Ro Locrrb Lon .Authority ut Sa n F!'ui;1ci:;:co unnounood s 

-• ~rgnnizution of Mo.tionul. Student Roloco.tion Council, o. non 
govor-nmorrb o.g;onoy, initio.tod through tho efforts of tho 
1.mcrioo.n Fr Lends Sorvi.00 Commi ttoo with tho appr ova I of tho 
Wo.r Rolooution .Authority and tho Wo.r Dopar-bne rrb , to nssist 
in o. progrron by which ovn euoo studonts ur o onub Le d to corrt Lnuo 
tho.ir oduca+Lcn tit co Ll ogos outsido tho ovncurrbed uroo.~ 

/,rrivnJ, of first corrbi ngcrrb o:C ovacuo os ut tho Co Lor ado Rivor 
Rolocntion Coni;or noar' Po rkor , .Arizona., 

Action started by lifo.tivo Sons of tho Golden Wost in a. Co.lifornfo 
Fodoro.1 Court to deny l..mQriou:n,-bo:rn Jupanose: tho right to votio , 

- 

Sult Lake City· oo'.ni'otonoo nttendod by io Wostorn ·governors 
or their ropros.ontntlv:cs, and 'by sithor stnte off:i.cinls and 
roprosentnti_voa qf ·fodornl a gono Ics ~ including tho Wo.r Ro« 
locution J.utho-rity, to d i acusa. rolooation "pr-ogrum and a.scortuin 
tho views bf 'bho vn.r:j.ow; stntos toward it• States r-cpr-o sorrbod 
wore: · uto.h., Arizona, Novada , Montn..ri.i:i.., !daho., Coloro.clo, Nevir 
Mexico, Washington, Oreg-on, ,and Wyoming. 

Evo.ctW.tion of Jo,po.noso tn hriton,n complotod. 

- l1tlunti6 canst dos ig;nntocl. o. military o.roa. by tho Eastern Dofonso 
Commo.nd. 

- Civilian Rostrict:!,.on Order No. l issuoc1- by tho Western Dofo:nso 
Comm.and ostublishing nll US$ombly coiiters und rolocution 
contors in tho eight fnr western Stutes ns military ureas und 
forb;i.dding ovo.cuoo rosiclo:nts to loD.vo those uroci.s without 

', express npprovul of tho ·wostorn Dofonso Con:nnnd11 

Dopurturo of first group of ovo.cuoes from Portland J,.ssombly 
Contor for o.grioultu,rDJ,. wo-rk in Mulhour County., Oregon under 
o.ssuruncos .from Governor und looul authorities thnt law and 
ord-or would bo In.u;i.rito.:jnod, 

- Opening by Vfo.r Rolooa.tion Ji.uthority of rolocutfon contor at 
_Tulo Lo.kc., Culiforn~_a noo.r tho Orog;o;n boundary. 

Control of Mnnzo.nar, which ho.d boon oporu-t;od o.s nn - o.s sombly 
c.ontor by tho Ylurtimo 'f.)ivil, Control J,d1n:i.:nistro.tion., tru:ns ... 
forrod to tho War Rolo.entioia 1,utIJiori ty. 

\ 

6-1879-BU-COS-WP 



•··~· 

June 2 

June 7- 

Juno 10 

Juno 17 

Juno 20 

Juno 26 

Juno 29 

July 9 

July 9 

July 18 

July 25 

August· 7 .. 
t ::s z August 8 I 
(.) a 

\ 

F;irst .s bep in evacuating people of Japanese aw~ea•try f'r-om 
MiJ,i tary Area No. 2 in California (roughly the eastern half 
of the state) taken by Lieut.· Gen. DeWitt with Ls s uance of 
Proclamation No. s·rorbidding the peoplo of Japanese descent 
to leave this area. · . 
Evacuation of 1001000 people of Japanese ancestry from 
Iviilitf'.~"Y Aran No, :i completed. 

P'Lens .mnouncod to establish f'Lo Id offices of the Wal' Relocation 
Authol·h1 o.t I,enver a nd Little Rook in uddition to tho ono o.t 
San F-r[',110i,;r;~111 

-- Di.Uc,:-:1 S, 1'1[:l"or nppointod na'bd.ona I dircictor of tho Wo.r Rolocntion 
Authodt;;,- succood Ing M. S • Eisenhower. 

Appoin"t:morit of Josoph H. Smart us regional d ircctor at Denver 
announocd , 

Opening of trial at Sun FrunQ;isco on suit brought by tho 
Nntivo Sons of tho Golden Wost to bur Jnpanoso-Amorieo.ns from 
voting, 

Announcomont thnt a total of 11600 ovo.cuoo workers hnd boon 
r-o Loas od from assembly arid r-o Lo cab Lon oontors to ·ho lp roliovo · 
o.n ncuto labor shortage in sugar-boot nrons in oo.storn Orogon, 
Uto.h, Idaho, and Montnnn, 

Evciountion of o.pproximntoly 10,000 pcoplo of .Japanos c nncostry 
from Mili tnry Aron No , 2 in California ( ens torn portion of tho• 
sto.to) stnrtod., with movement diroct ta, r-c Lo crrb Lon cantors 
instoud ·or to assembly contors ns in tho ovncuntio~ of Military 
Arca. No. 1. 

1,ppo1ntmont · of E. B. v:/h:i. tnkor as 
Littlo Rock, Arko.nso.s, 

Rog Lona I D1.robtor of WR.A nt 
I 

'Opening of Gila Rivor roloco.tion cantor nonr Sucnton~ Arizona.. 

National Defense Appropriation Act including (among mnny other 
items) 70 million dollar a.ppropriution for tho Wo.r Roloco.tion 
.Authority for tho f'Ls ca L year ending Juno 30., 1942 signed by 
Prosidont Roosevelt. 

Bvacua't i.on of 110,000 people of Ja.punqso unccs t ry fr om their 
homes in Military .Arau No , 1 and the Calif'ornin portion of 
Military Arca No. 2 complotod. 

-- Appointment of Elmer ·M. Rowalt cs Deputy Director of tho Wnr 
Roloco.tion Authority, 
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1.ugust 10 

1.ugust 12 

Lugust 18 

1,ugust 19 

J.ugust 27 

I 

.... 1,rrivnl of first contingent of .ovn6uoos to open tho Minidoka. 
Roloco.tion Center noo.r Edon, Idaho, 

-- )Opening of Hoc.rt Mountain relocation eontor noo.r Cody, Wyoming. 

Wc.r Dopo.rtmont p ro o Lama'b Lon dosigno.ting as mili tnry ar ona tho 
four rolocntion oohtors outside tho Western Dofonso Co:mmo.nd 
issued by Socrotnry ~timsone · 

..... 

Announcorrc rrb by' Lt, Gen, J. L. DeWitt of n progro.m under which 
any persons d ccmcd da.ngorous to military security would be 
excluded from vito.1 n r cas in tho VTostorn Dofonso Command , 

\ 
Opon:i.ng of Grunadn Ro loon ti on Cont or noo r Letmnr, Co l.or-ado , 

Soptombor 10•~ Endd.v i.d un L exclusion pr ogrum for 16 sbrrbcs in tho Enstorn 
Dofonso Command o.nnounood by Lt, Gen, Hugh A. Drum, providing 
for tho exclusion of "nny, person whoso prosonco in tho Ea.stern 
Milifo.ry ar ca is doomed dangerous to tho nntiono.l dcf'cns o , 11 
Tho Wo.r Rolooo.tion l.uthority wo.s ·o.uthorizod to nssist persons 
excluded from either tho Western, Eo.storn or Southern militetry 
regions to ro~ostnblish thomsolvos in non-prohibited urous, 

Soptombor 11-- Opening of tho Contrnl Utnh Roloontion Cantor nour Delta., 
Ubah , 

September 15-- Order issued by Vfostorn Dofonso Command permitting ovaeuco 
workers at tho Poston nnd Gila. River Rolocntion Centers to 
enter cortnin parts of Milito.ry Aron No, 1 in lrizonu to 
nssist in tho ho.rvost of,tho long-sto.plo cotton crop, 

September 15-- 1.nnouncomont made thnt tho Evo.ouoo Property Divis ion of vrRJ. 
nt San Fr-cno i sco had sot up branch offices in Soo.ttlo and 
Los 1.ngolos nnd v~s responsible for tho ndministro.tion of 
ovncuoo property holdings va.luod nt moro tha.n two-hundred 
million dollo.rs • 

I 
Soptombor 17-- Opening of Rohwer Rolocntion Center nour McGoheo1 Arlrnnso.s • 

Soptombor 20•• Resolution o.doptod by nntiona.l convention of tho Amorico.n 
Logion o.t Ka.nso.s City nsking thnt control of Roloontion Centers 
bo "returned to militnry a.uthoritios" n!\d thnt evn oueos "be 
denied tho privilogo of lonving those cnmps under nny protoxt 
for tho duration of tho wnr," 

Soptombor 21.... Joint Resolution introduood in tho Unitod Stntos Sano.to by 
Scnn bor- Rufus C♦ Holmo.n of Or og'on proposing amondmorrb to tho 
Constitution giving Congress tho power to r-og ulrrbo conditions 
under which persons subject to duo.l citil!:onship mo.y bo como 
oitizons of tho United Stutes, 
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Sep~omber 25-- Offices of the Wo.r Rolooo.tion Authority opened in Now York 
City o.ng. Baltimore to as e i a'b persons excluded 'from Ea.stern 
Militnry o.roo.s in fj,nding work and homos in non-restricted 
ar ocs • 

October 1 

Octobor. 6 

October 10 

Effective dn bo of VFRJ. rogulo.tions under' which ovc cuo os mny 
obtnin permits to Leave r-e Looubd.on centers for tompornry or 
pormnnont rosi~onco outside if tho following conditions o.ro 
mot: (a.) tho.t tho up pLi.carrb t s loynlty to tho United Sto.tcs 
is unquostiop.od; (b) thnt ho hns nn offer of omploymont or 
other moo.ns of support so o.s ~ot to become o. publio churgo; 
( c) thnt ho will koop tho Luthori ty advised of any ohang o 
of rosidonco; (d) thnt there is ronsonnblo as surnnoc thnt 
his pncs cnoo will bo o.ccoptnblo in tho conmun Iby tc'.\ wh Loh 
ho _is going. 

I 
~- Oponfng of_ tho tonth mid lust Ro LoorrbLon Cerrbc r ut Jbromo, 

1.rknnso.s, noo.r Dermott. 

Robert O'Brien, former Assistant Donn at tho University 
of Vfo.shil].gton appodrrbcd nab Lono I director of tho Student 
Relocation Council., s uccood ing Dr. Robbins Bar-e bow who 
roturnod to his duties ns president of tho Hartford 
Thoologico.l Sorninnry. 

, 
October 24 ~- Moro than s,~Ol·ovo.cuoos ongo.god in narvost work in Western 

sto.tos to r oliovo acut o shorto.go of farm Labor , 

October 31 .Assembly cantors o Ioar-od with movement of fino.l contingent 
of evacuees from Fresno to Jerome Roloontion Corrt or e 

• 
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