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From time to time the question arises as t0 the significance of 
the various Japanese groups and organizations in the United States. Does 
momber-sh i p Ln a Kon j i.nka i indicate subversion, or is thE:' or ganl z ab i on 
simply rt social group? What about the o f'f'Lce r s of such or-gan i z at.Lo na ? 
What is the difference be bwe en Buddhism and Shinto? 

A few .o f the more important groups end a s so c i.ab Lo ns a!l."'e discus 
sed here in order to provide a factual background for understanding theso 
Japanes~ groups. 
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I. SOCIAL 

Many Japa.nese associations are primarily sQc:i.al in natur0., made 
up of pe op Lo with common Lnt cr-e s b s who merct I'r om t i.me to time fo r the 
sake of sociability. Such associations are also often mutual aid soci 
eties so that any member in need, financial or otherwiGe, may receive 
assistance from the society. Japan0se fOCial groups nre very numerous, 
so that only some of bho more Impor-barrt one s are mentioned here. 

Kenjinkai or Prcfectural Associations 

The older Japanese, when they arrived in this country, min6led 
most readily vd th other Japanese from t.ho i r own home prefect11rr.:s or prov 
inces. As was almost Lnevi tub Le , when th~r!'." were a fair number of 
people from one prefecture or one area, they formed a Pr e f'e o't ur a I 
Association, or Kenjinkai. TheHe societies mest from time to time for 
sociability and at Hew· Year Is usually o e Lebr e.t e with a large- banq_-:.1.~t. 
Member s of the group help out follow membe r s in distress. So far a s the 
older people are concerned, the Kenj Lnkai is simply a mut.ua I interest and 
friendship society, with no particular nationalistic connotations. The 
more important of the Kenjinkai are as follows: 

Pukuo ka 
Hiroshima 
Kumamotn 
Tohoku 
Yamaguchi 

iunior Konjinka~ 

Occasionally Junior Xenjinkai arc formed, made up of Japanese 
Americans whose parents are from the s amc ken or prefecture. Whereas 
with the older people the Kenjinkai is simply a common interest group, 
when a group of young people b e c omo mo mbe r s of a Jun.i.or K'?njinkai their 
mo b ive s are of a somewhat. different nature, since a Junior Ken.j.i.nkai is 
an artificially bui Lt up common interest c;roup whi.o h can se r ve only Lo 
maintain ties with Japan. The Junior Kcnjinkai thus f'a Lls into a some 
what different c Ia s e from that o.f the ordinary Kenjinkai, arid young people 
who actively belong to such groups tend to look to Jn.pan for their eul 
tural values, 

Nihonjinkai or Japanese Associatio1:_ 

Practically all of the older Japanese in Hawaii and the West Coast 
belong to one or another Nihonjinkai. The Japanese Counsul when dealing 
with matters concerning Japanese nationals in this eountry usually did so 
through SOI!\,~ officer of the Lo c a l Nihonjinkai. Similarly, wheri a prominent 
visitor from Japan eame to this country hospitality was customarily shown 
to him locally through officers of the Nihonjinkai. However, membership 
in the Society is not in itself an indication of anything more than mutual 
interest with other Japanese nationals who have settled in this country, 
Just as the Kenjinkai_ is a social group on a small pr-ef'e c t ur-e.L scale, the 
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Nihonjinkai is a mutual interest association using as its base all those 
of Japanese ancestry, or, more specifically, those of Japanese nationality. 
The officers of the Nihonjinkai are usually men of• substance in the com 
munity who are old rec;idents and have the respect of the older people. 
·while they may be ac t i velly pro-Japanese in po int of view, they are not 
necessa.rily so, 

Seinenkai or Young_People's Societies 

In itself, membership in a Young People's Society does not mean 
much, since there are all kinds. For instance, there are Buddhist young 
people rs so c i.e t Les such as the Ch i karanoka i , wh'i c h ate not very different 
in function from Y.M.C.A. groups, On the other hand, a young people's 
society with "Dai Ni.ppori" (Great Japan) as part of its title might be 
looked upon with some suspicion, 
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As with the Soinenkai, there are several varieties of Fujinkai. 
Most of the older Japanese women b e l on g to some Fu j Lnka i , wh i.c h is partly socia 
and partly civie in function, They e.re often associated with religious 
groups and sponsored by the local Buddhist priest, 

II, IDCONOMI,C 

A number of mutual interest societies have been formed along 
occupational lines among the Japanese in this country, just as they have 
been organized among other ethnic groups. The Kenjinkai and Nihonjinkai 
in their mutual aid aspects, are economic group;;. Other associations 
more purely economic in nature are given here, 

_ Japanese Chamber of Commerce 

Most large c i.t.Le s of the West Coast and in Hawaii have their 
Japanese Chambers of Commerce, which function more or less like other 
chambers of commerce. As a rule, they serve the interests of the local 
business men of Japa.nec,e ancestry, being primarily local and economic in 
function, 

Hotel Associations 

In places such as Seattle, where many Japanese owne d or mana ge d 
hotels, there were organized Japanese associations of hotel managers. 
These also served primarily economic ends. 

California Farmers' Association ·••----------- --------------------- --- 
This and other farmer organizations have been organized primarily 

for mutual aid among farmers of Japanese an c e s t r y , They correspond in 
general aims to hotel associations and other occupational r;roups. The 
farmers' associations tend to be patterned along more Japanese lines than 
some of the others, simply because the farmers on the whole are less well 
adapted to American ways than are the Japanese in cities, 
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Japanese Labor Association 

This is one of the few Leftist organization:;: among Japanese in 
this country. In general, it may be said that anyone who belongs to it 
is definitely American rather than Japanese in his a+t i t.ude s , because to 
join such an association is to incur the disapproval of the average Japanese 
family in this country. It is, as itr; name indicates, a workers' labor group. 

Ko or Tanomoshi Credit Clubs ----·-·----···-----·-------·---· .. 
Cooperative credit clubs of one sort or another are very cornmon in 

Japan and China and have been retained among the Japanese in Hawaii and the 
West Coast. They are called variously ko, tanomoshi, or muj:Ln, and are 
made up as a rule of 20 or 30 people in a cornmunity. The g;roup co mes into 
existence when one person borrows a sum of money. Each member of the newly 
formed group gives an equal part, If the man needs $200, 20 people may 
each give $10, Thon at subsequent meetings every month or so the debtor pays 
into the club part of h:Ls debt, say ;~10, plus interest, and other members 
also $10. Then by a system of bidding or drawing lots, a member other than 
the debtor "wins" the pot of $200 plus the debtor's interest. When every 
one has received the pot once, se ver-a I of the mernbe r s have made a profit, 
the original borrower has been tided over an emergency, and the group has 
had a series of social gatherings. 

III. RELIGIOUS 

The Japanese, when they came to America, felt the need almost 
iJTLrnediately for some religious organization in order to look after the 
problems of life and c:.eath such as funerals and memorial services. In 
the early days informal prayer meeting groups were established, and it 
was 'no t long before most immigrant communities had full-fledged priests 
and churches. Japanese religious groups in the United States. are many, 
butt he ma i n ones are indicated in the following broad ce.tegories. 

Buddhism 

Japanese Buddhism, like Protestant Ch r Ls b i.ani ty, consists of a 
number of sects or denominations, The most popular of the Buddhist sects, 
both in Japan and in this country, is that of Sh i.n sh u , 

Shinshu (Eong;wanj i) is a special form of J3ud.dhis·.-rr in which the 
followers have faith in a savior, known as Amida, To live a good life 
and to have faith in Amicla is the best road to the VJestern Paradise. 
jifost of the Japanese in this country, and nany of the Amar l ca n born as 
well, are members of the Shinshu Buddhist Church. On the whole, it is 
safe to say that a person in good standing in this church is probably also 
a law-abiding resident. The youhger people who are members of young 
people's Buddhist s oc Le t Le s are for the most part also good citizens, and 
their activities resemble those of young people's Christian soeieties. 
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Shinshu has tvro main di visions, popularly known as Nishi Horigwan j l 
and Higashi Horigwan j i (i.e., West and East Hongwa:q,ji), the one most common 
in this country is Hie;oshi Hongwanji. 

Some other Buddhist sects which are fairly common, but which do 
not approach Shinshu in popularity, are as follows: 

Zen A sect in which the followers attain enlightenment through 
their o~efforts of spiritual· and phy s i ca I self-discipline, rather than 
depending upon a savior as in Shinshu. 

Nichiren A sect the followers of which tend on the who Le to be 
rather ardent in their beliefs. Ni ch i r en ( 1222-1282 A .D.), the founder 
of this sect some centuries ago, was himself rather a nationalist, and some 
of the Nichiren people in Japan today are noiable for their nationalistic 
attitudes. This, however, is no guarantee that a Nichiren follower in this 
country would be a Japanese nationalist. 

Odaishi This is a popular form of the Shingon sect founded by 
Kobo Daishi (died 816 A.D.) a famous teacher and religious leader. In 
this country older Japanese frequently form a little group of Odaishi 
followers who meet together for prayer and sociability once a month. 
Odaishi priests often act as faith healers and most of the devotees are 
older men and women who have faith in Oda.i&hi's healing powers. Tanomoshi 
with monthly payments of a do l l ar or so more or less on a lottery basis 
are often associated with Daishi and similar regular meeting groups. 

Shinto 

The first thing to know about Shinto i~, that there are several 
different kinds. There is first of all the nationalistic "emperor 
worshipping" type of State Shinto, se co nd l y there are a series of Shinto 
sects which in actual praetice are much the same as some 0£' the ordinary 
Buddhist ~ects, and finally there are innumerable popular Shinto d~~ties 
of nature which are believed in and celebrated. by the masses. One of the 
most popular of these deities is Inari, god of good crops and prosperity, 
who is often represented by a fox messenger. Observances in honor of Inari 
are in Japan and in this country rather similar in nature to those in honor 
of the Buddhist Odaishi, 

A man who has been a priest in one of the shrines of the national 
istic Shinto, such as, for instance, the Sun Goddess or Daijingu Shrine 
in San Francisco or Seattle, might fairly be regarded 0.s being definitely 
interested in promoting a Japanese war victory, even because of his trips 
to and training in Japan, be strongly pro-Je.panese. Older people who are 
s~mply members of the sects are not to be regarded in this way. On the 
other hand, older people who are simply members of some of the ordinary 
Shinto sects and followers of popul~r deities such as Inari, are to be 
looked upon in much the same light as members of Buddhic1t sects or followers 
of Oda i sh i , The two commonest Shinto sects are _!E_:nrikyo and Konkokyo , 
both of which stress ritual and faith healing, 
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Seicho No _Iye 

Seicho No lye i:, a sect comb Lni.ng Bud dh i's t and Christian beliefs. 
One of the sacred books of the sect for instance, contqins references 
to Gautama Buddha and Mery Baker Eddy. Seicho No Iye teachers stress 
happiness and health and lilaintain that by the propsr attitude one can 
overcome any illness. This sect gained quite a following in California. 
in the 19:301s and most of its adherent" are 9lder people. It should be 
looked upon in the same light as some of the ordinary Buddhist and Shinto 
sects0 

,) 

* * * 

On the wh o Le it may be said that most of the older Japanese, the 
Ls s e i, belong to one or another of tho above religious groupc. It is to be 

· expe ct o d that the law-abiding Issei would do so. Religious pr i.e.s t.s , on 
the other hand , may be and often are conscious Japanese nationalists; this 
is especially true of Shinto priests, even sect Shinto priests. 

Younger people born in this country are less likely to be members 
of .Ia pan e s e religious c;roups, though Shinshu Buddhism in a rather American 
ized form, remains quite po pu l ar , The Shinto sects, however, are not 
Americanized and the ritua.l remains Japanese, so that Japanese-Americans 
who are active members cf such relicio1.1s croups may be regarded as less 
assimilated to American life than those who belong to the Shinshu sect or 
those who e.r e Christians. 

IV. UIL IT ARY -NATIONALIST IC 

There are a nu_rnber of societies which have been formed on the 
"\Yest Coast and in Hawa i L of a military and nationalistic nature. Some 
of these, such as the Pudokai, are made up pretty exclusively of people 
who are Japanese in culture and loyalty, whereas others, such as the 
Heimusha Kai, are simply organizations which were formed in connection 
w i, th raising money for the China war and, as explained below, are of a 
somewhat different type. 

Budokai Or Japanese Spirit Association 

The Budokai, where it is found, is usually organized by persons who 
were educated in Jo.pan and who are interested in maintaining the Japanese 
spirit am')ng young people in this country. The Budokai, for instance, 
sponsors such J·apanese things as Judo and Kondo classes ( Japanese wrest 
ling; and fencing). In general, it may be assumed that anyone who is a 
member of such a sociAty, or who has been an active participant in Judo 
and Kondo exercises, is rather on the Japanese side of the fence. Teachers 
of' <Judo, for Ln s t.anc e , stress its spiritual value, and young people who 
participate are often those who feel more akin to Japan than to the United 
States. 
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Heimusha Kai and Patriotic Contribution Societies 

These societies functioned b e f'o r e the war pr tme.r i l y as a means of 
raising money for s cndi ng o ver s ea s to aid Japan in the China vre.r , They 
al so sponsored the making of consolation bags ( .irnombukur o ) for Jp,panet'e 
soldiers, The organizers of such societies may be rerarded as Japa~sse 
nationalists, However, ordinary contributor-2, and even prominent res:id0nts 
vrho were on Bo er d s of 'I'r-us t e c s of such s o c Le c i ec , are not rie c e a s a r Ll.y to be 
regarded in the same litht as the organizers. There was strone; social 
pr-e s c ur e placed upon older .Iapane s e residents in most commun i t Le s to corr 
tribute their share when contributions were taken, in rr.ueh the same way 
as pr e s cur e has been put upon individual Ch i.ne s e in this country to send 
mo no y to China. 

Veterans' Societies 

Many of the early Japrmese immir:rants were men who had s er vo d in 
the Russo-Japanese War and who came to t.h is country to seek their fortunes, 
Most such men aut.ometi c.al 'Ly be cume v e t er-an s of the .Ja panc se Army and are 
likely to be membc r s of s ome veterans' o r gani z a+Lon , In i t.se If' , such 
membership is not very si[~ni.fic:1:.rit. I[owevcr, +hc r o are certain military 
societies, one of whi ch goes under the narie of Ili nomar-u , wh:Lch are prob 
ably more stron{!;ly nat.Lone.Li c+Lo in char ac+er , Of'f'Locr a of such societies, 
in contrast to passive mernbe r e , m(,\,y b o I'E![f.'l.rdecl as ac t ive Iy Lrrt er e s t ed in 
a Japanese v:Lctory, 

_:l"_o~pane c e Lang;uace Schoo 1 s_ 

'I'he cTapanese, soon after they arrived in the United States, ei,tab 
Li shod Languaj-e schools for their children. (Tl:8 Ch i ne s e , No rwe g i an s , and 
other ethnic groups in t.h is country have d -rio the samc ,") On the Wect Coast 
and in Hawa i i these language schools were sup -o rt ed locally by the .Japanc se 
communities. Before the wa r , children attended rJn hour a day after public 
school but, as a rule, wh sn children r ee.c he d hir.:h school age they rebelled 
against this extra schooling and ceased to attend, 

The active sponsors of the la~guage schools, and nspecially the 
Language school t.ea che r s themselves, may be regarded a s r.;eine: Japanese in 
sympathy and point of view, just as are the spon so r e of Budolc=d. and the 
Judo clubs, Cn the other hand, parents who sent their children to school, 
and especially thP. children themselves, a r e .. not, s i mp l y be cau se of this 
fact, to be regard,3d as anti-American, The pa.r en+s wo.rrt e d their ch i Ld r on 
to know something of the .Iapane s o languac;0: and culture; the children 
attended partly because of parental pressure and part Ly be o au s e some 
kno~ledge of Japanese was (ancl is) an economic asset. 
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