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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

Washington 

· APR 2 1943 

TO: Project Staff 

S1JBJECT: Japanese Holidays 

On some of the centers the queotion has arisen afl to what 

.Tapanese holiclays are of special importance and in part:icular what 

if any Japanese hoHdays should be recognized as relocation center 

holidays. Under' present policy no Jo;panese ho Lf day shall be recog 

nized as such by declaring ~ holida.y fr'Jn work because of it. However, 

if center resid.ents desire to observe cer-taan festivals after working 

hours t.her-e is no reason why they should not do so. In this way 

relocation center :practice may be on the same basis as that of or-d.Ln 

ary American comm.uni ties ino1u-d.;t,IlB thoso of' CaUfornia and Hava ll 

before the war. 

F01~ your information, a summary list and description of the 

chief Japanese holidays is attached, Some of the dates are of little 

aoc f.a.L :importance in this country bu.t are listed because they appear 

in the Japanese official calendar. Other days, such as Boy Day 

(May 5), or Goshoki (November 22-28), not on the official calendar, 

may be important as family or religious festivals. 

~ Directo 

Attachment 
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Tl1if; is tlle bir;gest holiday of t he vo ar in b oLh Japan and China. The 
J'ao ane ae ov:;rs",&s also Li ko to ce.Lcbr at e New fear's wit.h banquets and 
th; d.J~inl:in,; of Tice wt ne (:.:;eke} •. It is t.r ad i tional to make rice 
dump'lins;s (mochi) i'or hevr Ye ar ' s Day and for frionds and r-e I at i ve s to 
v l s l.t o nc anc t he r at .t h i e t Ime , Older people may visit the local 
Buddh i.e t temples and- ::3hinto shrines to make an offering and r e ci te a 
:p:t•ey,3:,:,, Gr.c1veyar0s may be visit8d and sometimes R pr Le s t is called 
in to purify the house for the coming yo~r. 

Dobts for the old year are traditionally naid up before midnight on 
Doc enbe r . 31. 

Nov· Yea1·1s f'e s t Lv i t ie s usual.Ly l::uit 3 rlays. 

This is not generally obE,"3rvod by tho Japanese in this country. In 
rural srrrnn of Japan .ce"~c~noni0s ae so c i at.ed with good crops for the 
coming ve ar ar e pract icod at t h io t Lme . 

February - Fj_rst_ :8ay of _the Eor.:,8 ( c al cul.et ed by the Asiatic zodiac) 

This is a folk holiday in honor.of Inari, the diety of good crops and 
9ro:3})8ri ty. In Jr-:rpan end in ::iarts of Hawaii and the We:st Coast shrines 
to. Iuari may be found, c~tondcd chiefly by older people. Inari'~ 
messenger i.e the f'o x an-:~· the G.iety h irnse Lf f:3 some tune s miscalled the 
fox r,od. iil,i.Jc Lnar t is a Shin.to d i ety , En ar I pri EJGts are more faith 
hoalo1·s t hau practitioners of t h« nationalistic types of Shinto. 

feb1'u:,c:v 11 - TI:nmiTe Founoat Lon Dav (Kj_gensetsu) --·---·-•-·-•-='----•·-- ---~·--·-- ... -·-···• --~-- -·-·----~- .. -~- __,,__ -··-----~----·- 

Thie; is an of'f'Lc i.al. holiday i.n J3pan honoring the asc ens i on to the 
thro,10 of Jinnu 'I'ermo on Februarv 11, 660 B,C, Em1Jero1· Jj_mmu, ac 
cording to official Japanese historians, was the first "historici" 
rule:::' of Jo.prnt. 'I'.'hiE: dato is not important among the Ja~)unese in 
tlLJS C1JllTitI·y • 

~•is is a family holiday for people ~ith iirl children, especially 
girls born durin(_; t:.1e p1c1st year. 'r:h.e fa.7lily may invite friends and 
rel at i vos to a :part:y in honor of their daughter;~. Tho guests :3Emd 
:-_;iftc1 9i' dollE, ,1hi.ch arn put to?,cthcr '.:i.th otber dolls 011 display 
bofoTe a s7)ecit,l alcove.,· the tokono1iw. 
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Girl Df1~, is one of' s scr Lcs of spe c i.al. hol:idays called sckku , nh i ch 
occur on odd numbered mont hs , The third o.1' the third month (Gj_rl 
Dey), the fifth of tho fifth mo~th (Boy Day), and the seventh of the 
seventh month ('l'anobate) ar o the most important of these sokku , Girl 
Day· is s omet l.me a called. "Momo Sckku" or Peach Fe at i va'l , the peach be 
ing a J'ap ane s e symbol for woman , 

M:-:.'. ·ch 21 - ~ring Er~cinox Festi V3l_ 

The Shinto obs9rvance of this is called Shunki Korei Saj and the 
Euddh is t ho l i d av is called Higan. The Higan observances are more 
important in most J'aparie se c oamun i.t ie s , · There ere usu s l l.y spcc i a'l 
services in the: Buddh ist t emnl.cs at t h i s time. In this country the 
S:,ring ::Hgan is usu al.Ly c eLeb r a t ed in Buddhist t emo.l.e s on the near 
est .:3u.riday. 

AJ)£il 3 - The De8th_D~ of Jirnrnu 'l'enno __ (Jimmu Tenno __ Sau 

A J2:.'.rneue official holiday, but of no Impor-t enc e in Japanese com 
murri t ie s in this c ourrt r v , 

Auril 8 - Budd.ha' s. Birthdny 

T>.in is a Buddh i s t holiclay of some Impor t ancc .. In Ji:;vn at this t irne 
many Budrlh i s t t emp Les set up smal.I figures of Buddha over v.h i.ch an 
hcr-b al, liquid called m::eet tea ( amac ha ) is poured, Vis Hors to the 
t.empj e may t 81\:c, homo some of t he Li qu i d ae a cure for aches and pains. 
Buddha ',, td.rthday La often obaer ved by special. services and· ceremonies 
in Buddhist chur-chcc in t hl a courrbr-y also. 

~ril~ 29 - The Emiorot' 's_Birthdax._JTencho Setsu) 

This is an official holiday in Japan. 'I'he date, of course, varies 
Hith tho birthday of the rcigninc; om:poror, The Emporor's birthday 
used to b e · fairly Pi.dely obs or-ved I n J'ap ane ao communities on the 
.vosb Coast, but t h i n pr ac t i c e nae on the wane du r tng r cc errt years. 
Undoubt cd.Ly a nu.abe r of fomili0s will ob ser-ve it privately in the 
cont ors. 

lJ;ay 5 - BoyDay (Tan_g_o __ No_S~:klm or Koi Nobo2.0i) 

This is a f am iLv festival in honor of boys, .s irniLar in nat ur-c to Girl 
Day for girls. In both Japan aw.:i the Un i t cd States t arai Li es with boys 
observe the holtday bv flying colored bann0rs end larss red paner carp 

- from poles outs i de t.he i r houscs , 'I'he c arp is a symbol of the Japanese 
mal.e becauss it swimt: upstream, overcoming all obstacles j_n its way; 
'!ihen about to die it does not vvri{'.;gle. 

July_ 7 - Tann bat a _ _( another of tlir.'l Sekku L 
This holiday is in honor of th0 stars Veda and Altair, which figure in 
a story of tno lovers vrho meet on this day. Tho. holiday is not goner all~ 
obsorvod by Japanese in this country. 

6-6297-Pl+-BU-COS-JP 



- 3 - 

_July 15 Bon or_Obon 

This is a fest i V8l almost rc,qual in irnport ance to New Yea.I''~. Day._ 
At this time, by Japanese Buddhist tradition, the sp i r it e of tho 
dcrnd return to their former hornoa , 'l'hcrc arc spocj_al s o rvt cos at 
tho t.emp l.ea and in tho homes, Grav,~yard<', are vt s it ed arid tidied up 
and special offerings aro made before the anc0stral tablets (ihai) 
in the household Buddhist shelf (butsudan). 

Ne ighbor e call on fe.mi~ieR obser vi ng Hat su Bon or ffrst Bon, i ,e., 
families that h avo Lc s t a. member through death during the past year. 

In most parts of Japan ape c t al. dances called Bon Odori are pcr-f'ormed 
at this t imo wh Lch usually c oramence ear Lv in t he e vcn i ng and l2st manv 
hours. These dances are tho occasion of w1ch festivity, older people 
drinking frooly and young pcop.l o of't en finding occasion to flirt 1::;i th 
their sweethearts. 

In the United States Bon I s also o bae r ved in J'ap ane s c communities, 
and special services may be hold at the Buddhist t cmp l e , T'·t:l Bon 
dances have also been mai nt.ai ned but t he night chosen for a dance 
in a particular community may be any time tn late July or Auc;ust for 
economic convenience • 

. It may be exvec t od t hat r-o s i derrt s of r o.Lo c at Lon ccnt ers F:ill c1,.;sir:, to 
co l.ebr-at e tho Bon ae aso n ju.st SB thoy wi sh to obaor vc New Year's. 

September 5 - Moon F .. :-.,ti val 

This is qhiofly obsorvcd in rur6l arean in Japan and is of little im 
por t anco among J'apan- sc commun i t i ea j_n this country. 

The Shinto cbaer ve nce of this is called Shunki Ko r o i :3ai and the 
Buddhist Higsn (tho same terms. as aro usod for tho Spring Equinox 
Festival). Fall Higan i::; an important Buddh is t ho Li day in Ja1Jar1 and 
is also obs or-ved bv tho Buddh i s t s f.n this o ount ry, Special cer-emon i cc 
are h.rLd in tho Buddh is t churches, usually on the nearest Sur/lay. 

Octobor 17 - He.~st __ Thanl<:c·,givinr,~ __ to __ th,e_ Diot_j.er., of. Iso jKanna;no __ Sr:JJl 

An official holiday in Japan out of li t t.Le Impor-t ance to. tho J'ap ano s e 
in this country. 

No vo;nb er. 3 - M:.l i,j i Is . Birthday .J111i8 ij__i :'3p t su) 

Meiji v:11;1s one of tho outstanding cmj er-or s of Japan. He held of'f Lco 
from 1868 to 1912, a period ~hich began ~ith tho ovorthro~ of tho old 
feudal rogime and during ,:'hich gru''t chang01, occurred in .Japan, Tho 
dr.:1y is an important one, in Jaoan, o,,)ocial ly in the schoolc:i ,7hero 
Meiji's rescript on 0ducation is read during s0,oci1:1l coromonios in 
Meiji 'D honor. 
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In this country lVIoiji Day ts not mar-ke d by any special activity. 

Novomb~~ · 23 - Harve at Fcs t I val of tho Irnpo.r i al., Hou s o (Nt i namo Sai) 
-----·- -·-··-··-·· -- - .• -· _i..::; .• ·- - - -···---·-·•· .•• ··-----·- ·--· ·--·-·- ·-· 

. An official holiday in Ja::)811 hut of littlo tmport cnc e to the people 
in this country. 

This iG an important roligious week to tho Shirrnhu Buddh i ab s in honor 
of' [Jt. s1i.inran (117~~ - 1262 A.D.), the rounder of t h« soot. Special 
services ar c held at Buddhist tcmp l ce dur i ns; this pcr i od , Shin,,hu 
(Hongwanj i ) is the most Import ent of the J'apano ce Budtlh.l s t sects in 
this country. 

Docornbor_8 - Bodi Dav 

A Buddh i at holiday in honor of St. Bodi Dharma , tho founder of Zen 
Buddhism. 

Dcc.embo r 14 - The Anni vvr s arv of the Raid .on Lorc\ .. Kire 's . Ros id,mcu_ b:ir ... tho 
-----·--··---- Fortv-Sov~1n. RO°?iin · --- - ..... --'----'-- 

The hiE>toric tnlc often recited in•story and actod out in drama is 
. briefly o::; f'o l.Loue : A feudal lord, Asano, ,rn;:, to be Lnst ruc t cd in 
tho pr opcr o t Lquo t t o for an aud tcncc vit.h tho Shoe~un by one Lord Ki r a, 
Lord Kira, hovrcv.;r , dolibi:1rs.toly mis-instructed Asano so that +he n he 
had h i s audionco · i th the= Shogun, hi s bo1.-,evior rccs ahamcf'u Ll.v "'l'o!·1g. 
Jl.b 8. 1·u;.,\.._l-c J~sano h-9.ct to oomm i t' t~C:rcr.1oiiia~L su ic i.nc i!.t 01·-,-·1c:5r t o :?e.vo 
his honor, but JU~t boforo doing so ho told his follci~urs of Lord Kira's 
t.r oachcr-v. The follo1:·ors, no.: r oni n , or m2storl.:..su So:.mrai, rosolvod 
to t ·,tu vcngc anc o on Lord. Ki r a vho 1:·2s, howcvo r , on ::;u2rcl age inat 
Aseno's mon. Tha l00dor of tho ronin, accordin~ to i plan arrangod 

. with t he rest, al.Loi ed h imsc Lf to bo sc en in t hc c omnanv of pr-o st i tutos 
end drun}:erds, , .. 11:i_Jc; t ho rest of the men di spersod and found th0rnsolvc;s 
various jobs. Then years lator when Lord Kira 0as convincod that ell 
danger of retribution ~as past and that tho leader ha~ lost all solf 
rospoct c.nd gono to tho dogs t]10 company cathcr(;d e.ccording to plan, 
storr,1od Kira's house and killed · im. Aftur doing so thoy commi ttod 
suicido. These men e~e ell horoos in Japan because of tj1oir groat 
dornonstreU:on of •loyalty .. 

Docombor 25 .:_ Death Da_y o_f _tho .smooror. Taisho _('11aL3ho .Tcnno Sa:i.) 

Ln official holiday simply as the doath day of tho omreror ,;;:ho reig;rwd 
just :-previously to the ono now in office;. It is of 1:L ttlo i1i1portancu 
in Jar)an and none at all in this country. 
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