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e WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Washington
" APR 2 1943
TO: Prcject Staff

SUBJECT: Japanese Holidays

Oﬁ some of the centers ﬁhe question has arisen as to what
Japanese holidays are of speclal importance and in particular what
if any Japanese holidays should be recognized as relocation center
holidays. Under present policy no Japanese holidsy shall be recog-
nized as such by declaring a holiday frdﬁ work because of it, Héwever,
if center residents desire to obsgerve certain festivals after working
hours there is no reason why they should not do so. In this way
relocation center practice may be on the same basis as that of ordin-
ary American communities including those of California and Iawali
before the war,

For your information, & summary list and description of the
chief Japanese hclidays is attached, Some of the dates are of little
goclal importance in this country but are listed because they appear
in the Japangse official calendar, Other days, such as Boy Day
(May 5), or Goshcki (November 22-28), not on the official calendar,
may be important as family or religious festlvals,
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HOTHS ON JLPANBSE HOLIDAYS

Community Anelysis Report Do, 4
CAopil 2, 1943

Jenuary 1 - New Year's Day (Shogabsu)

This is the bimgest holiday of the yeer in both Japan and China. The
Japanese overscas also like to celebrate New Year's with banquets ahd
oo d izl hig s il aui et (seke). It is traditional to make rice
dumplings (mochi) for New Year's Day and for friends and relatives to
vigit one ancther at this time. OQlder péople may visit the local
Buddhist temples and Shinto shrines to make an offering and recite a
oreyer. Gravevards may lLe visited and sometimes a priest is called
in to purify the house for the coming year.

Debts for the old yvear are traditionally naid up before midnight on
Dacember 31.

Nev Year's festivities uasuslly last & days.

Jenuary 15 - Small New Year's (Xoshogmatsu)

This is not generally observed by the Japanese in this country. In
rural sreas of Janan cercnonies associated with good crops for the

coming vear are practiced at this time.

February - First Day of the Ilorse (calculated by the Asiatic zodiac)

This is a folk holidey in honor. of Inari, the diety of good crops and
prosperity. In Jepan and in narts of Hawaii and the West Coast shrines
to Ineri may be found, dtt onded chiefly bv older psople. Inarits
messenger is the fox an® the diety hims self is sometimes miscalled the
fox ged. While Inari is a Shinto dlety, Inari prissts are more faith
nealers than nractitioners of the nationalistic types of Shinto.

Tebruary 11 - Bupire Foundation Dav (Kigzensetsu)

This is an officisl holiday in Japan honoring the ascension to the
throne of Jimmu Tenuo on Februery 11, 660 B.C. DBmperor Jimmu, ac-
cording to official Japan=zse nl:tOTLcno, wos the first "historic"
ruler of Japan. This date is not important among the Japenese in
thils country. '

March 3 - CGir) Drv cx Doll Festival (ilina Matsuri)
T is is a family holiday for people with girl children, especially
girls born déuring tie past year. The family may invite friends and
reclatives to a party in honor of their daughters. The guests send
2ifts of dolls which are put tozether with other dolls on display
bofuro a snecisl alcove, the tokonome.
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Girl Dav is ons of a series of special holidays called sekku, which
occur on odd numbersd months. The third of the third month (Girl
De:rr), the fifth of the fifth month (Boy Dey), and the seventh of the
seventh montlh (Tanabate) are the most important of these sekku., Girl
Day is sometimss called "Momo Sckku" or Peach Festival, the peach be-
ing a Japancse symbol for woman.

Meich 21 - Spring Equinox Festival

The Shinto observancs of this is called Shunki Korei Sai and the
Buddhist holiday is called Higan., The Higan observances are more
important in most Japsnese communities. There are ususlly spvecial
services in thée Buddhist temples et this time. In this country the
Soring figan is usuaily celebrated in Buddhist temples on the near-
est Sunday. : '
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April 3 - The Death Dey of Jimmu Tonno (Jimmu Tenno Sai)

i

A Jarrnese official holiday, but of no importance in Japsnese com=-
munities in this ceuntry.

April 8 - Buddha's Birthday

Tris is & Buddhist holidey of some importence. In Juosn at this time
many buddhist temples set up small figures of Buddha over vwhich an
herbal licuid called sweet tea (amacha) is poured. Visitors to the
temple may take home some of the liquid as a cure for aches and pains.
Buddha's virthday is often observed by specisl. services and ceremonies
in Buddhist churches in this couatry also.

dpril 29 - The Fmporor's Birthday (Tencho Setsu)

This is an official holiday in Japan. The date, of course, varies
with the birthday of the reigning emporer. The Emporer's birthday
used to ke fairly widely observed in Japsnese communities on the
vest Coast, but this practice was on the wene during recent vears.
Undoubtedly a nuaber of families will observe it privately in the
centoers.

May 5. - Boy Day (Tango No S.kku or Koi Nobori)

July

This is & family festival in honor of boys, similar in nature to Girl
Day for girls, In both Japan and the United States families with boys
observe the holidayv bv flying colored bsnncrs and large red paner carp
from poles outside their houscs., The carp is a symbol of the Japanese
male because it swims upstream, overcoming all obstacles in its way;
when about to die it does not wriggle.

7 - Tanabate (anothor of the Sekku)

This holiday is in honor -of the stars Veda and Altair, which figure in

a story of two lovers who meet on this day. The holiday is not generall;

observed by Japanese in this country.
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July 15 - Bon or Obon

This is a festival almost squal in importahce to New Year's Day.
At this time, by Japsnese Buddhist tradition, the spirits of the
dead return to their former homes. There are snccial services at
the temples and in the homes. Graveyerds are visited snd tidicd up
and special offerings are mede before the ancestral tablets (ihai)
in the housechold Buddhist shelf (butsudan). - el :

: :

Neighbors call on femiliss observing Hatsu Bon or first Bon, i.c.,
families that have lost a member through death during the past vear.

In most pvarts of Japan special dances called Bon Odori are nerformed
at this time which usually commencs early in the evening d lest many
hours. These dances are the occasion of much festivity, older people
drinking freely and young peopls often finding eccasion to flirt with
their sweethearts. ‘
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In the United States Bon is also obscerved in Japensse communities,
and special services may be held at the Buddhist temple, T e Bon
dances have also been meintained but the night chosen for a dance

in a particular community may be asny time in late July or August for
economic conveniencs,

It may be exzrected that residents of rclocation centers will dssirs to

ccolebrate the Bon scagon just as tlhiey wish to observe New Year's,

September & - Moon F..utival 1

" This is ghiefly observed in rursl areas

in Japen and is of little im-
portance among Japancse communitics in this country.

September 23 - Autumn Eguinox Festival

October 17 - Hervest Thenksgiving to the Dieties of Ise (Ksnnanc Seai)

The Shinto observence of this is called Shunki Korei Sai and the
Budéhist Higen (the same terms. as arc ussd for the Spring Equinox
Festival). Fall Higan is an important Buddhist holiday in Japan and
is also observed Lv the Buddhists in this country. Special cersmonies
are held in the Buddhist churches, usually on the nearsest Sunday,

November 3 - Moiji's Birthday (Me

An officiel holiday in Japan but of little importance to the Japsncso
in this country.

5

Meiji's honor,

Meiji was one of the outstanding cmierors of Japan. He held offics
from 1868 to 1912, a periocd ~hich began with the overthrow of the old
feudal rogime and during which grost changes occurred in Japan, The
day is an important ons in Javan, cspecially in the schools whera
Meilji's rescrint on sducation is reasd during snhecial cercmonics in
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