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WRA is i:earing the finish line. There are still some resettleme~-ffJ:23\~\ \''· 

problems in California, as well as elsewhere, to be overcome. We need a 
lot of sympathetic understanding and active help, but with the experience 
we have behind us, anci'the support that is being offered on every hand, we 
think we know pretty well how the rest of the job is go1.ng to work out. 

A great many of .t.he obs tandes that still stand in the way are hand­ 
overs from 1943. That year we had more poison apr-ead . about the evacuees-­ 
more lies and half-truths--than I would have believed possible. puring 
.the year before, ~A's .:first months of existence were primarily a period 
of housekeep Ing .. and · :planning for· the future. In 1942 we had the job of .. 
receiving the evacuees at partially completed centers; setting ap all the 
aoministrative machinery necessary to the efficient and economical opera~ 
tion of• these centers; establishment of all the funct·ions and services 
which you woula' expect Jo find in 10 ordinary small cities out.s tde , 

B11t in 1943 the difficulties began to multiply. Looking hack, it 
seems· that there was an official investigation of one-uor-t or another 
being conducted throughout the year without a break. ► It waan 't quite.· 

· that baa, but we did spend a great deal of time answering accusations; de­ 
fending ourselves from the attacks of a violently opposmg and highiy 
imaginative section of the national press. We met a. diapoura.ging unrr-tend- .· 
liness on many frontij, and watched with alarm the fabrication and growth .. ·· 

· of suffocating myths w1_lich we had neither the time nor the staff to dea.L .. 
with e,dequately. · '' 

I doubt now that there we.s any effective way in 1943 to deal with .. 
the dai;n:ning falsehoods that fast gained credence throughout the country, 
and especially on the West Coas t., We did riot have an audience large 
enough or strong enough to 'turn. the tide. It was the thing to do in 1943 
to believe the wor~t·about America's Japanese~·· , 

Bad as it was, however,' 1943 was riot a total. loss. Early that 
year :the War Depar-tmerrt announced thait rvolunteers-froni the mainland and . 
from Hawaii would be accepted to serve in a special All-Nise'i Combat Team. 
This was the first time citizens of Japanese ancestry had been acceptable 
for inducti,on in any manner s tnce June, 19~, when the War Department had 
advised Selective Serv:i.ce t.o discontinue Nisei inductions until further 
notice. s~veral hundred.volunteered ~ram the centers, along with a.large 
group from Hawaii. 

· During the year we completed ovx relocation organization in the East, 
the Midwest and Rocky Mountain" areas, establishing offices whic~ could help 
evacuees find employment, housing and acceptance in normal American communi­ 
ties, where they reentered the inaiil{:ltream of normal J.ife and began to con­ 
tribute their share to the nat'ion's war-time job. We helped 17,000 evacuees 
effect a sucessful resettlement cluring 1943:,. and these ·:pioneers into a ~ . 
new land east of the Sierra Nevadas began to win general acceptance for 
themselves and. for those who w~re to foUowthem from the centers. 
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19~.L~ waa as suceasf'u L -~s. 1943 had been difficult. The year opened with 
announcement, bj[,·J,he .War Department--undeniably impressed by the excellent 

. showing made by the 4.4~ria ·combat Team in train:tng and by the outstanding 
record of the 100th Batt~l:i.on ~'ftieaffy on the ba;ttle front•-that Nisei again 
would be inducted through regular Selective Service.procedures. I think 
that this action of the War Department, restoring to Amerlean citizens the 
privilege and duty of fighting for their country, is the most basic and most 
important single :facto:r .:w.hfoh makes possible a decent solution_ to· the problems 
created by the -evacuat':i.ori'.' I b~d 'urged that announcement for many months, and 
I have errter-tained n~ ~ou~td about successfully completing my job since 
Secretary Stimson._ ~n that. vraY announced official War Department acceptance 
for the Nisei. ·. · · · - 

\ 
\ 

' Hundr.eds of'. young. ·citizens began leaving the centers to start their 
training ·at Camp ;Sheiby, Miss., and smaller groups soon were leaving the 
ports of, 'embar-kat ton, · · , 
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The reloci:ttion program continued with increasing velocity, as new friends 
of those already .r-e Locat.ed began to speak out for them and it became,- with 
the paastng of time,. an'. established fact that the evacuees could find pleasant, 
solid an-l economically satisfactory living and working adjustments away from 
the West Coast. As stories of outstanding Nisei soldiering began to come 
back from the Italian front, fair-minded people at home who had not bothered 
lthemselves greatly about the. evacuat.e o group began to piece together the 
threads of information and wonder what they could do for the d isp-laced wives 
and sisters and parents of these fighting men. The general situation of the 
evacuee group continued to be steadily favorable throughout the year, until 
the middle of December, when relocation .r-ece.ivec its great impetus with announce­ 
ment by the War Department that the military situation had become such that 
nass exclusion was no longer necessary or desirable. The nation, still in 
the unprecedented turmoil of having to fight two major wars, had nevertheless 
been big enough to stu.cly a comparatively minor pr ob Lem and relieve the restric­ 
tions which had displaced a small minority of its people, as soon as military 
1ecessity for the evacuation no longer existed. ,. 

,;\,, 

When the War Department announced that, effective January 2, 1945, al-1 
those evacuees determined individually eligible by Army authorities would 
be free to return to the evacuated area, WRA was ready with definite policdes 
for subsequent administering .or its responsibilities. Among other things, we 
had definiteJ.y decided that the centers should be cLoseo as soon thereafter 
as efficiently poss;i.ble. The carefully studied reasons for that major 
decis'ion are still completely valid. 

All through 1944, however, and to some extent through thiB half of 1945, 
vJllA has been plagued by the myths which gained currency in 1943 until some 
peo:pJ,.e began to accept them as established fact. There has been no let-up 
:i,n our fight against this poison which has been spread deliberately in a 
bid for calculated results. 

There have been a great variety of myths. Many of them were manufactured 
40 years ago •. Some ar'e vicious, some almost credible, some just plain 
ridiculous. They are identical in that they are false and _in that they have 
been repeatedly challenged both by ·w:RA and by many thinking and 'interested 
people outside of WR.A. But some of these myths still persist. through the 
efforts of far-sighted enemies of the American. bill of rights· who wish to 
prolong their present economic opportunities, or they remain involuntarily 
in the minds of other people who have been led by continuous repetition into 
be Lfev fng them. 

. . ., · .. ;- - .. . . .. C -2339_-,,_2 -bu 
::·· '. ... ~-. : ' .t" 



-:3.- 

One of the most popular and most sinister of the mytns that 'have been 
.. lt up is the one tbat all children born in the Uni tea States of Japanese 

.-rents owe allegiance to ,Ta.pan. This arIaes from the fact that many of the 
.mer Ican-born Japanase--but not all of them, by any means--are so-called 
"dual citizens, i; · • 

The f'act is that childri;;p. born in the United States of alien fathers 
from almost e.very country i1t the ~ro:'.'ld, outside of South and Central America, 
are dual citizens, at Leae t until t]1ey become of age. In the great ma,ior.ity 
0f caees , they remain dµ.1;1,l citizens for life unless they renounce allegiance 
to one country or the other. The Japanese law which resulted in dual 
citizenship for some children born of Japanese parents in the United States 
before the war was not at all unLque and was, in fact, far more· liberal 
than the nationality law of Germany and many other nations. Since 1924, a 
child born of .Japane se parents in this courrtr y has been a dual cHizen .2.~.Y. 
if. registered as such by the parents with a Ja:pEJ,nes-::: consulate within four­ 
teen days after birth. And even children so :r.egiFJterea have had the privilege 
of r-enounc tng th0ir Japaner-ie c Lt.f.z.enahi.p after they reach the age of 21. 
Dual c Lt Iz.er.s hf.p is a bug-a-boo of intc1rnatj.onal Law , riot an Amer tcan term 
for a sinister Oriental creed that guararrte es to the Enperor of Japan the 
urines itating obedience of his contemporary 1 s grandchildren in foreign lands, 

A few weeks ago a Washington columist placed dual c rt tz.enah lp in its 
:proper category when he reported that a national official of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars was re:-:nsed a French visa because the French embaasy declared 
that ho was a dual citizen of Fr-ance and a deserter from the Fr encn Army. 
The columist reported t.ha t the 'tr oub le was ironed out, especially since 
this man is Amer Lean born and therefore had no obligation to serve in the 
French army, but only af't.er the French embassy discovered that t.he man+s 
father had been born: :i:n Alsace, which count:cy at that time flew the German 
f.lag. The co Ium la t reported Fr ance was ae:U.!]htec to issue the man a visa 
on the basis that he was a German. 

And then there is the myth that the religj_on of all Japanese, no matter 
where they live, binds them to the Emperor; that they all have Shinto 
shrines in their homes. 

The fact is that the Japanese. in the United States have two major 
religious; Buddhism and Christainity. 'I'here is no evidence that Budd­ 
hism is. in any way connected with Emperor worship, Shi:i::toism on the 
other hand is divided into three distinct kinds. One of these three Ls . 
state.Shintoism, which fosters a belief in the divinity of the Emperor f and the purity of the J~panse race. This state Shintoism, a comparatively 

:, recent development in Japanese history, is the creed which has given rise 
Z to the accusation that all Japanese are Emperor wonah ippez-a .. The charge Iii that all Ja:panes,e in the United States, or even any considerable number' .. 
in of them, have Shinto shrines in their homes is a :pure fabrication which i has no substance at all except in the minds of the pers.ons who concocted it. 

You have heard a hundred variations on the tber:1ethat all .the 
• Japnneso Language schoo.La maintained in tho many communities on tho Wos.t 
Coast before the ·war attempted to inculcate Amez-Lcan-bor-n .Iapaneae with 
the nat.Lona T ideals of tho Japanese Imperial t,l.overnment. I :personally 
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think that the Jap&nese 'Language schools as such should not be reinstituted, 
I happen to think that this country's public schools are doing an adequate 
job. 

But much of what nas been bandied about concer'rxmg the Jape.nese "indoc­ 
t:t-inntionu . that' flowed r.rom the language schools here on the Coae t has 
been _9ompletely debunked , The. hunc reds of l\Hsei boys fighting in the 
?acific :;;p_ thf u:oifo.":'h of the Uni tea States Army, e1;3te.olishing outs tuna ing 
records of lo:yalty "and devctIon to dut.y ; represent a complete· r-ef'ut.at.Lon .. 
of such ·a charge. Simila.r schools have been conducted by the Chinese, by : 
the qerx;,,ms nrJ by many other nat.rona Lf.t.tes _in. the form of parochial schools. 
The.y have aJl 11:foen'-'supplemsntary to the public· achoo Ia and were established · 
so that t.heae 'fir.st j'ene:~at:i.on Amer Icans could acquire the languaee facili- 
ties neceasar'y within the family group. . . 

;I don't. doubt; that m;.nv tettGhers of Japanese language schools may 
have t,ii0l to· j_ri.culoJ.t3 -;:,l~i ,7ap.s.!,cse .culture into their students, 'but if - 
they did. th::y have failed miser2~Jly. 

I 
·\ 

,._ ()1;,r· ,i:riJ_blic anoo Is , on the other hand: have clone a: reaJ:ly ·magniff.:. 
cent job of ins:pi1·ing our your,E .citizens inc Lud fog those of Japanese descen,_t,•. 
with an understanding 0:f Amer tcan fostituti0ns. Jmd I want to. pai· tribute 
here; to _the pub Lie schoo I: system of Ce.Lf.f'or-n La and .t.he ot.her' West Coast 
States oath for the trofolug they have given 'ches e yo1..;pgsters ;in- ·the past· 
and for the wl'iy -they cire new recej_v.1Dg evacuee children- upon· their return. 
I ha'lfe always felt it is deeply eignificant tbat we j•j_ncT comparatively little 
prejudice against Jt1:panese Amer tcuns in the pr Imar-y and the secondary achoo Ls , . I . . . 

But if I may be permitted to make a suggestion, I wou Ld advocate that 
courues :in the' Oriental l,1n@l~ages be. added to the cur-r icu.lum of t.l.e 11:i.gh 
schools in' this section ot'+the country •. · I believe 't.hat, this is important, 
in view of the :t·ar-reaching :possibiliti~s of postwar trade and :other rela-: 
t~ons which we will unc!oubtecJ ly have with t:.1e Oriental hat ions,' 

We can't overlook the often. repeated myth that the · ,Japanese in 
California aeli".:ierti.tel;y concentrated in strategic areas to be near impor­ 
tant military installations. The fact is that the vast majority of the · 
Japanese who lived near important military installations when the war began 
had beien settled in -the same localities long before they became military 
sites. Tho mo.in goog:raphic uettorn of.Ja:panese po:pulation was fixed many 
years ago with refer~nce to economic, so0ial and soil conaitions. That 
these points rray now be near'certain ntro.togic military and industrial 
areas is no proof of a a ::.abo:_ical 1rn.r:pose _on the part of the Japanese Ameri­ 
cans. The two com~aunities most freg_ue.r-tly r::itea to support the allegation 
that the Japanese chose irnpol'tant military sites for co,lonization are 
Terminal Island ana the San }?1-ancisco-Oaklana Bay region. ActuallJ.,+he 
settlement of Japanese fishermen on Terminal Island ·began in 1901 and 
practically halted in 1907. Roosevelt Naval Base and Reeves Fieldy which 
have given military significance· to the Island, were of course not esta·b­ 
lished until long afterwards. 

As for t~1e second community, the total :population of foreign-born 
Japanese in the San Francisco-Oakland metropolitan district in 1940 was 
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1676. In the same area.1ived24,387 forelgn--bo:rn Ger'mana and J.122861 
loreign-born Italians • . 

It has been falsely·· stated many times that Nisei soldiers are not used 
in the Pacific theatre because the .Army does not trust them to fight against 
the Japanese. The fact isJ and it is documented in a recently multil.ithed 
WRA pamphlet "Nisei il1· the V:a:c A13dnst Jepan1', that· Nisei soldiers are 
serving with the Uni•ted· 8-ba·tes Arnzy- ::.n ev-e1'y battle area of_the Pac If'Lc · . 
and in '.Bui~ma~ · In addition they are serving, on Lean from the Arrey-, with 
the Mar f.ne" Corps and ~h th various units of the Allied Nations; 

. ' .. ,J'; ·, . 

You als_o can ree.d,. this story Ln the current :i.SSll0 of the American 
Mercury_ magazine. r.:1tmde;ratand that tLJ.is same ar-t Lc Le ," olightly bodLed 
down, will also be carriecl in the J'uly :issue of' Reader-a' ':Digest. 

I 

.• One" of. the most ridi'9'ulous, but at the same time most persistent 
· of the· myths· is that the Ja);>anese in thts courrtry knew all about Pearl 
Harp or but that not one fil t called _u:pon to warn the authorL:;ies. 

· I called this statement ridiculous. Hqw many of you men· and women-> 
, unqueat.Lonab Iy Loya L to the Unite'."'. States, interested in its affairs and 

1 conversant with hundrede of military· and civj,iian officials--how many of 
you knew the date and the hour of l.!l.he 1J.:.~.·wmdy invasion? How many of you 
knev thc.t t1~0 Jima was to be invaded until you read of that . accomplishment 
over your morninc coffee? 

· Enemies of the evacuees 1~hisper . that they coneregated in close little 
groups and· seemed excited 011 Pearl Harbor day. How many of you talked. 
about. that tragicoccui·rence ·with a:'neich·oor? Which one of you did not 
seem excited on that ·sunday evening? :: · 

· · , : ···, ;1 e:;·: 

, X : "Arid. then there are a c_ollect:i.on of myths: that the presence. of'· 
J~panese ·workers in a conmuntty lowers the standard of living; that· 
-'3.panese Amer Lcane are matr;.J.7r stoop Labor-er a and a.omc3tic workers; that 

.,,.ican · farmers of European descent cannot compete with farmers of : , 
10se descent. The truth is that these accuoatdons grow from. ;the .. 
that these peop Le haye refused to X'.emain [n., th'&l ro;,le fO:f;\.: is:too~,,,,iaM5l'erEJ. 

i.ey are hated because as the new g9neration cro-ws up they do ·not . 
· an inferior standard, but in fvJ.l accord w:'..th the American tradi-', 
,yk to improve their economic pcsi tion. .Actually, they are condemned 
t ordinarily ,wuia/'>be commended. 1940 census figures tell the 
Neai'ly throe-fourths of th0 paid wor~;:ers in the evacuated group 

.;mployed in a wido 1,;~fr\.c;e ·o-:: occu:patio;.1s not cl1?,ssified as either farm 
Jr or domestic work. ·,::. · 

: : .r:: 

· This group co;centratJa. in the proa.i,c'tiion of ve0etables, berries 
and small fruits, because ei::q:ieirie.2ce iwd proven to them that they could 

· compete more ·successfully iri. 'i.ihis type of farming than in others,. They 
also generally agree that the farmet's o:' this group did riot displace the 
farmers of European descent. T!'ley come in af·ter ·we had g_ult, and they 
made a so of a;. c:v.tlj\Jl)C.oJ::. ihdtlf!t:ry • 

. (.' . 

In the same connection there is tha myth that the farming methods of 
the Japanese 1~uined the soil and caused ·the land to depreciate in value. 
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This is flatly not true. I personally lmow something about soil conser­ 
vatrton and I know these people· as a group bought at least. as much fertilizo. 
as the average California farn1er ~nd they maintained production at a high 
level. I personally know that their intensive fa+ming · reclaimed low areas, 
little patches of land between the telephone posts and fences, small vacant 
tracts in residential and business sections, and that they generally did a 
very good job of farming and of conserving the· soil. · 

But the biggest, the most fundamental, the most dangerous myth of 
all is the old tl-ireadl)are cliche "Once a . Jst:p,, always a. Jap. 11 In a sense, 
this underlies all the_other myths. It is the last refuge of the race­ 
baiter--tbe accusation.lie ·falls back on after all his other charges and 
innuendoes,have been refuted. It permits him to point to the people in 
relocation centers and make the perfectly fantastic statement, "These 
people are kilHng and torturing our boys in the Southwest Pacific. When 
our boys return, they will not tolerate these people in their midst." 

There are so many th:tngs wrong about that myth that it's hard to lmow 
where to begin. In the first place, it\~ absolutely contradicted by all 
the scientific evidence we have. I don't kq.0v1 of a single reputable.bi­ 
ologist or anthropclogist who will support it. These scientists will tell 
you that physical characte~istj_ca of race are inherited--we all lmow that, 
of course::buttE0 iclea that loyalty to Japanese institutions is somehow 
carried in the bloodstream is pure bunk. · 

All our exper'Lence in WRA ·with the Japanese American people convinces 
me that our Amer5.can ins-r;ttutions have been far more potent in affecting 
the minds of these youngnt.er-s than any transplanted institutions of the 
Orient. Japanese American chf.Ldr-en placed in a normal American environ­ 
ment and given half a chaµce v1ill absorb .Americanism almost as naturally 
as they br'er.the , In fact, we have learned that even when you put them 
in camps and cut them off from the mainstream of American life, they will 
reach out f'or American institutions and develop them even in such an­ 
artificial atmosphere. Tr-'3 race _baiters it seems to me, show a regrettable 
lack of faith in Amer'Lca ·v1hen they ignore th3se fundamental facts. 

If further refutation is needed for this idea that no person of 
Japanese ancestry can conceivably be loyal to the.United States, we can 
certainly find it in the combat record.of the lOO~h ~nfantry Battalimn 
and the 442nd Combat Team. I hazye talked to several of these boys wht 
returned with wouurle and I have read mms stories quoting others. And 
it•s clear to me t};st t.he se boys have been fighting •with that old clic 
"Once a Jap, etc.11 f-i.rmly embedded in.their minds. It's been almost·& 
hymn of hate ·with tl1Eim, and it helps to explain the almost pathetic · 
eagerness which sorn.3 of them have shown to get in the fight agains't Japan 
They have been fighting "like demons", as'. one cor-r-eaponderrt put it, to · 
smash that ugly, un-American concppti-c-tio win honor and vindic.ation not only 
for themsel-ires, but for their relatives and friends, for all '·Japanese 
Americans who prefer the American -way . of life. When you look at some of 
the honors these bcy8 have -won--two Presidential citations, 31 Distinguished 
Service Crosses, 123 Silver Stars,· 218 "Bronze Stars, 61.i Divisional Citations-­ 
there can be very little doubt about -where their loyalties lie. 

It is true, as the race baiters say, that the Caucasian veterans 
are going ti!> come back full of wrath on thi~ subject. In fact, some of 

I z 
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nem.have already come back and' -w:d tten back with the highest indignation. 

J.he only catch is that their wrath and their indignation are directed not 
'against ");he Japan.~s~e Amer;fcaha: but ag~inst the people who are push Ing them 

.... · . . •• . • . . j 

around, slio?~ing- sit thern'.°:'fn the night, and organizing boycotts to :put them 
out of bus'ii;iess. ·,:Wkren the boys who have known the Nisei solders in. combat; 
returi;i~ tha\ :E!Prt of,·,th:ing.:-wnJ. not lone be tolerated. · 

·· · I have .. J~o1:1-c,qed; ··r,athel;' casually upon some of these myths and e11eii more 
easua.'lly upon the facts which refuted them. If you are interested you may 
read the who Le story in "}trthl? and Facts About Jap'anese Amer-Jcane ", a _1,fRA 
pam.ph_?:~\. an~wer;tne; :the· .. commoa-udeconceptdons regarding Amer-Leana' dr.·.Ja:p?Uese 
ancestry·• , c·~)P:i~E!i ,~e:- ava.fLabf.e at our local WBA offices if you should_ . 
desi:i:'e' one>· . . . -_,_,, 

\ ' i ' '· ~ 
•;•• 

I,,••••••~_-; ;•~,j~•/ _--•1••·~~:J .... ·•: .•.' •., ' ' 
.· With __ the m;i.lita,ry ·necessity for mass exclusion no longer eocistent, 

~rid after' comple,te,, igdividua:l i',rmy clearnce had been given the great 
majority· of ·evacuees still livirig in the centers, relocation north, east, 
south, and ·west got really under way early in 19li5. The rate of departure 
from the, c_~nters has, been steadily increasing from Flomothing like 100 a 
-week·'t()_more·_than -1~000 the past weelc. More than 12,000 men, women and 
child.ren·have·become reestablished in normal outside communities since the 

-WarDej;lar;tm~mt.lifted itsmass exclusion orders. S:!.ightly less than two.:. 
thirds of thi.s total have·re13ettled east of the Sierra Nevadas, the others 
returning _to the:i.r homes. 011 ·the West Coast. 

·This rate.of relocation has been very close to what we expected. 
We expect the rate of de~artures t,o inc~ease steadily to a :peak which 
niay be r'eached in the. late summer or early fall. 

I am conf'Lderrt of this pattern in spite of the fact that some of 
the old myths stiubbornly persist throuGh.the efforts o:f organized political 
and economic resistance, pal:'t:tcularly against the return of the evacuees 
to their West .Coast homes. I -am·confident, in spite of the fact that with 
repetition of the. myths there are co~stantly new accusations hurled in the 
path of democr-abf,o justice. · · 

Among the new charges, the recent. accusation haa been made that I 
am propac;andizing. i+1 the interests '·of a particular racial group: That WRA. 
circulates "propaganda II f'avoring ·the Japanese. people; The cannotiatd on ... 
is tha~ WR,1;\ .. Js being very undemocr'atd.c •... The charge carri"es the vicious . 
implica_tion that a, governmerrt agency is ~orking in the :Jnterest of the 
people of Japan. It was shouted for the ears of unthinking :people_ who.se 
subsequent repetitions would tend to discredi.t the agency and the· evacuees, 
cloud their relocation :program and delay their ·return to normal American 
life. • 

Such an accuaat.ton is recognized. as. pure .. nonsense by thinking 
people, who know that WRA1s work is viith a strictly American racial grou.:p 
whose al"1ce13try happens to be Japanese. vJRA was created. for that partic­ 
ular purpose• The -Congress has continued to appropriate funds,for that 
particular pµrpose--namely civilian.administration of the relocation of 
people evacuated from military areas because of military necessity. It 
just happens that our work has been limited almost entirely to per'sons 
of one particular ~ncestry. If .1·11ave·been "prqgagandizing" it has bee:µ 
not for any group of people but for the American B::.11 of Rights·; r'or-: 
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decency and fa:irplay · and indi v:1dti.a:l - oppor-tunf ty. It has been' necessary tt 
insist tha-p the evacuee group receive that kind of just:tce.:._-ins:Lst in ever->' 
way I lmow,--for the simp-le, reason that there are those who from the plat­ 
form, over the radio, through the-press and by door-to-door campaigns 
endeavor to deny these people the 'T1ghts guarant~ed them.b;y the Constitu-. 
tion~ The v.1ry vigor of this irresponsible but organized resistance has 
set the pace for our counter efforts. ,. ).' 

. The most recent charge. was made by State Senator Jaclc B_. Tertney-­ 
th8:t Japanese Americans and aliens wi't;h an open and notoriously disloyai · 
att'ltude are, being released by the WRA to work in ·war plants 'and on 
wharves and do0ks.' The ~-an Francisco Ne-ws, in quoting tlie'Los Ange Les . 
senator to this effect, ina.icated that the charge was made in a resolution 
calling for approval py FBI and Army and Navy intelligence c;>fficer·s of 
WRA decisions .af'f' acting por-sons of - Japanese ancestry. · 

,The senator!s•remark: could have been made only from ignorance ·or_ . 
malice. By no:w every intelligent person should know that_ ~he ~ lifted·- . , 
its mass exclusion order because the military need for exclusion no longer, 
eixsts. Certainly a State Senator should lmow that the 1iar Depar-tmerrt is" i 
solely responsible, and· always has been responsible, for checking each · 
indiv:idual and determining exactly who -will and whc .. will not be permitted . 
back- on thfJ i,J'est Coast. These facts have been clearly stated time and time 
again by the Army, by WRA and by others.· · 

•f, 

Part. and parcel of the myths and the accusations are the acts of 
terrorism thRt have been directed at returning. evacuees since the exc'Luaf on 
orders wer'e lif•ted by the War Dspar tmerrt the'·'first of this year~, 

Since January 2 there have ·been 33 'i11.oidents of violence or -§~en 
intimidation directed against returning evacuees, just iri Calffornia. . 
Twenty - of th,_,se have been shooting· attacks. There were also one attempted 
dynamiting, three arson cases and rrlne- instances where evacuees wer-e · 
threatened and 'Warned to· stay out of"- the community. 

Secretary Ickes reported 24 of these instances to the nation yhe 
middle of llt,4t month. Imi1.1ediately, organizations which stand for democr'acy 
and decency and fair play,· ind.i viduals who see the threat that such pract~ces 
represent to the nation, and editors from one end of the couritry to the 
other shouted their .disapproval. 

' A California .. editor -wrote: 

"Here is a problem primarily of Law eMorcement and law observance · 
right in our own state. We cannot, as California citizens, do much about." 
safeguarding representative government and democratic freedom in Poland, 
in Greece, in Spain or in Argentina. But -we can demand that our state 
government and our various county officials observe and defend the letter 
and the spirit of the American Constitution in regard to minority groups 
of American ci t.izens. " 

And across the country, in Pennsylvania:' 

"But if there is sympathy for the hoodlums on the part of" the consta= 
tuted. authorities, it is ;time a higher power stepped in to show them that 
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there is no room anywhere in this country for the philosophy this terro­ 
rism reflects.4Big as this country is, it isn't large enough to fight a 
war against ty-..canny and oppression and. tolerate them at home." 

But the incidents continued unabated. The number climbed to 33 
within t,he next two weeks. 

Probably more dangerous even than the incidents and the forces that 
support t.hem, however, is the rational{zation--pri vate and public--which 
permits the perpetrators to go unpunished. 

Two of the 33 incidents actually got into cour-t-, In the f,irst, 
three men accused of attempting to burn and dynamite ranch buildings of 
an.American citizen in Placer County were quickly found not guilty by a 
jury which had heard the defense attorney plead that "this is a white 
man1s country4" In the second, a man who acmitted firing four shotgun 
blasts at the home of a returned family; from a distance at which any one 
of the buckshot would have caused death, was tried for firing a gun in a 
"rude and threatening-manner." The defendant was found guility, sentenced 
to six months in jailj and freed on probation. 

Editors found. such a situation intolerable. They wrote about 
Califm;nia 's "anenrl.c" law and recalled the San Jr..cancisco Chronicle's phaase 

. condemning a Washington Judge's $1,000-fine as·punishment for burning 
four houses. The Chronicle said:· "He has praised this kind- of outlawry 
with faint damns." 

I 

Secretary Ickes told his press conference it seemed as if law and 
disorder had been substituted for law and order, and that if someone shot 
into his, home he would think it was "pretty damned rude." But the judge 
complacently defended his position. He said it was not strictly his 
decision, that several local residents were in the courtroom and. talked. 
the case over before the trial. They agreed, according to the judge, 
that they did not want any more hoodlumism in their county but feared 
that imposing sentence on the defendant would fan the flames of community 
sentiment and lead to more shootings. 

\ 

Then there is also the·case of M:Lry ~asuda, in Orange County. That 
young wowan, you may recall, was visited by five men and warned to stay out 
of the con:rrnunity, in spite of the fact that she had four brothers in the 
service, before the eldest was killed at Cassino. Local officials told her, 

--when she asked for protection, that they could do nothing until some "overt 
act" had been committed. 

Part of the same story is brilliantly revealed in the complaint of 
a former California state senator, speaking last month before a mass meeting 
of the California Preservation Association at Auburn, Placer County. He 
was quoted by the Sacramento BEE as terming the induction of Japanese Ameri­ 
cans in the U. s. Army "the saddest thing that has happened in this war." 
He declared their bravery and fighting-is being used as a "selling point" 
by "pro-Japanese" interests. 

But no such thinking can rationalize away the rights and honor due 
members of the most decorated combat unit in the American Army. 

Right here I want to make it clear that I feel no sense of anger 
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against the people who so rationalize. My r-eact t on to these peop Le is a 
sincere feeling of pity. I am sorry.·for:a judge 'vfPO samples_public opinion 
before he places sen:tenoo., · I am' imr.rrj- f,or·.,a:.me:rchtmt who ·-against his :per­ 
sonal convictions participates ip. .a boyi:fott· and whispers to himself an. 
excuse that he lmows is not va.l Ld , I s Lncez-e Ly :pity all men and women who 
succumb to rationalization and refuse. -t0· face '·trie fa_c:Es, especially when 
they are bringing nationwide shame upon.their coininu.nities as well as them­ 
selves. 

So long as these myths continue to be fostered by the race-ba:i.ters 
and repeated by unthinking pe op.l.e , so long ·as. Lnsuppor-tab.l,e accusations win 
credence and acts of v l o.Lenco are all.owed to occur, just so long is. a 
victorious America in danger of -succumbing to ·bhe historic principle of 
war that the culture o:f:' the conquered will prevaj_l. Because these things 
are evidence of the. culture which was Nazism. Hitler is dead) but I repeat 
what has been said before: here is evidence that Hitler won a victory in 
America, 

These myths are the tools of individua:)..s who bully merchants into 
placing 'No Japs Wanted' signs in ·their w5.ndows, app Iaud the terrorism 
which has beon directed against returning evacuees, and esta.bl:Lsh economic 
boycotts against one group of peop.Ie= -a group which today is of Japanese ' 
ancestry and. which tomorrow may be Jews or Filipinos or Negroes or Catho­ 
lics or some other sect or racial group-. 

Jv.st so long as these myths are bandied about for a purpose we can 
lmov that there are men.among us who subscribe to th~ m:o:thooo and tho 
principles J or lack of pr'Lnc.i.p.Lee , which brought Germany to her downf'a.LL, 
The men responsible are not the men who pull the triggers when rifles are. 
fired in the night. They are not t.he onan who strike the mat.ch that burns a home 
to the ground. Those really responsible publ:i.cly 'abhor' the hoodlumisn that 
has brought shame to the state of California, but in the·next breatl;J. thoy 
privately accept full res:9onsibility for the acts that occur. They whisper 
the falsehoods and calculatingly fan the sparks of misled prejudice into overt 
acts of lawlesseness which damn the meaning of democracy. 

The:=ie incidents--the night riders and the discouragement they spread-- 
is one of the specific problemB faced by WRA in its determination to go out of 
business, which after all is another way of saying to help 'some 50 ,OOO people 
reestablish themselves in American society. To overcome this pr-ob'l.em tho 
evacuees must have the support of decent, thinking Americans whose convictions 
allow them and urge them to be vocal in asserting themsel.v0s. In order to 
dispel these rationalizations and HHlor-like actions, they must give the 
country and their local communities definite and·tangible evidence that 
they do not intend to tolerate organized bigotry, lax law enforcement and 

• similar un-Amer Lcan pr-act.Lces , 

There have been important instances where definite and tangible action 
has been taken. Last month the Monterey P~ninsula Herald of Monterey, 
California pub Li.ahed a full page advertisement demanding "The Democratic Way 
of Lifo For All. 11 It quoted - an official War Departmont stat'ement: 

"The War Department believes that'the people of the Pacific Coast area 
will accord returning :persons of' Japanese ancestry all tho considerations 

'\ 
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_to, whi<J11 thei, · are entitled as loyal citizens. and law-..abidil18 residents." 

Be Low the statement· were listed 449 tesidents o.f the community who 
subscribed to the policy stated as follows: , · 

''We, the undersigned, then believe that it is the privilege and 
responsibility of this community to cooperate with the National Government 
by insuring the deomcratic way of life to all members of the,community," 

That is an example of vocal support. Ev~ry ~ame on that list is a 
weight on the democratip 'side of the · ba.!ance. ·· trh~· mere fact tllat a man 
asked that his name'be'included is a direct influence for r~ght' over some­ 
one whose name didI?,ot appear, and.over someone else who might otherwise 
become confused under the influence of irresponsible counsel and commit an 
act which would place Monterey under the same kind of shame which brands 

· otherwise similar .. California communities. 

More recently,'. on IYb.y 16, three Nisei were removed from worlt in a 
i Stockton, Californi1:1, warehouse because 300 members of the International 
Longshorenieri's and_Warehousemen's Union Local 6 had voted tho previous day 
t6 refuse to wo:rk with them arid. t~eatened to strike. if the 'Nisei stayed. 
:Sut the president of Local 6 did not agree and stated publicly; 

"Local 6, now ;;i.s irithe past, ,~ilJ, nottolerat~_apy discrimination 
against_.loY,al Americans •• ,.The so-called 'Stoc:kton·i.nd.dent'•••••does not 
':epre~eri\,'t~e,, thinking of the 'major:i,ty of our m~mber,s: • .we ~ave begun an 

:mvestJga_tio:µ. t.o 9-etermine responsibi;Li, ty, f9r .~he .Incf.dent , · 
' _: •'· ••! ,•;,•.,l • <, • •• , ,. ..) '_ ,· ' ' • '·. '' ,, • 

And two days later ILWU officers, representatives of the state 
Attor~ey .C}:eJ1.e.r.al!.~ qffic;;e, ,vffiA..,.:peop~e. ansLrepresentati ves of the FEPC were 

, in _S\oe~~n~,. 'asti1~ 111¢,ni~e,r-s 6:( i ~he ~~9a1,;tp s{g!l: ·~ ple~g~,.nsj · t? "refu~e 
to wor:k _with any person .because , of such ,per:so~1' E!. x~9e, .~olor or .cr-eed , 
On M3,i '22 the ILW(J auapended ;the, S't;o.cli:ton .. local,, and thrf:la,te.n.ed ·that every 
member-' of the unit who had· not signecl t1ie agreement to work w~th Nisei by 
the following evening would be suspended from the union.and face expulsion 
trial. 

- ... .- , ' ' i. -~, ' . f, ', 

I 
C 

c); 
0 a· 

That is 8tU. e:ta,m:pl,E};•,of, yigo;r~½J,;"' sudden,,_ haid'."hitti'l18 and st;raight-to­ 
the~:Poi11;t .prq_t_~:cti'ori of :1nci:i vidua1. rights •.. ·. 

'6n M':ty 22 'bhe Stockton· Record. carried· a f'uil page adver-td sernerrt which 
stated Ln :part(· . . ' . . . ' . 

::·t::•-· 

/ 

"Discrimination does not stop at any d_esignated potrrt , In Germany, 
:tt did not stop 1-l'i th the Jews. After them. came' the ~rad.e unionists, then 
ttre·Catholics, then ~11 those who hadn't voted for Hitler :i.n the first 
M.nstance, and on and o:ri until skeletons were piled high in torture camps. 

"Stockton'~ own sons have died so that this might not happen in . ~:-::c ::.c:··.. ' 
America, We have faith in our members who work here, and we have faith 

· in the people of Stodltton. We confidently believe they will solve this 
problem in. a manner ··:~hich will make Ani@ricana pr oud, II . 

Less spectacula~, but definitely outspoken and tangible, is the 
sup)il6rt of a small committee at Hood Rive1;, Oregon, which defies two 
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flourishing 'anti' groups in the name of liberty'and justice £:or all 
Americans... This handful of citizens, too few to demand democracy, never­ 
theless identifies itself and its member.a publicly" and strives to combat 
the 'anti' element~: with nothing more than true state~nts of fact. Out­ 
numbered as they are, so far as organization is concerned, these few in­ 
dividuals have. made themselves heard. There is more decency and understand­ 
ing and democracy in Hood River today than before they took up the fight 
for justice. 

Pefhap~ gur gr~at~st problem fac:i.ng relocation ts the matter of 
h9u~:i.ng, yhi9h is .aa !UU9h ~.-problem tn '~n~'-:i,art ot'th~ ?~~try·-~~ anot.her , 

:ariq:"as much a problem for pn~ group of individuals as· another. 

There doubtle,ss must be some sort.of temporary housing provided 
for some of these ·:people, but regardless . of the type it will generally be 
better };lousing than the barracks provided in the-Relocation Centers. Hostels, 

• t.empor'a'ry homes pr ovf.ded and operated by ip.terestod outside groups t.hr ough­ 
out the West Coast as well as in other areas, are playing an important role 
in meeting this initial problem. Addi t_ional hostels will be established, 
so that.families can relocate together and be sheltered while they find 
their individual permanent solution. But there is another vast source of 
housing available to these returning evacuees. 

There are thousands of West coast homes where domestic help is needed 
and desired-..;homes which can provide rooms a(:! supplement to salary. Cer­ 
tainly in these times, with domestic wages at their current standard, I 
think that many of the evacuees would be ~uick to accept that type of work. 
It is clean;>respectable work, and it off~rs excellent transition possibili­ 
ties. 

In spite of all these problems, in spite 0f past mistakes -and in 
spite of individual injustices which have occurred, we and the public must 
not be soft hearted about the job that must be done. There are i!!lportant-­ 
urgent--reasons for the announced time limit on completion of the reloca­ 
tion job. 

First, and probably most important, the institutionalized, subsidized 
life of the centers, destructive as it is to individual initiative and to 
normal family ties, is an insupportable environment for the thousands of 
children and young people who have.had to spehd formative yea.rs there. It 
is an environment that should be wiped off the record of American history 
as quickly· as possible. The evacuee youngsters shoula have the chance, as 
young Americans, to grow up in American communities. 

'Second, it is important that the job of resettlement be completed 
now, when the demand for workers to maintain the war economy makes job 
opportunities more plentiful than at any time in our history. 

Third, full wartime economy has placed private and public welfare 
agencies, right now_,. Ln the best position in which they have been or will 
be to help evacuees ·oec6m~ ;r:-ehabilitated and reestablished. The return of 
large number's of veterans and unemp Loyed from. war plants will radically 
change the employment and aae Lst.ance pictures. · 
' . 

Fourth, consideration must be given to the fact that members of 
Congress have repeatedly asked how long the vi.RA will continue to spend 
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public funds for the maintenance in segregated comm.unities of persons 
able to take their place in normal life, The answer, as you know, is 
that WRA has r~~uested no funds for operating the centers beyond January 2 
of next year, 

And fifth, as long as the centers remain open and occupied-.isolated 
colonies cut off from the rest of Amer~ean life-.their residents will be 
marked out as the target of su~picio~ and p9~t~lity, th~ prey gt the race 

• ,I < baiters_ 

There will n~c~1:1sarily be some temporary re?-oqatipp,. foJ? @- i'f!W indivi­ 
duals and familir:1s; ~pl~ marking t,:!.m~ pn. /'t ~ep~np.::-9hq~ce ~pb ~qq .. e they . 
work out the arrang~ments for a permanent indiviµual solution, But this 
will be only :the first step. And the first step must·be taken soon if the 
evacuees are not to ren:ain permanently in the centers, dependent on govern-· 
mm"t'. bounty, deprived of-all initiative and solf ... respect. The longer the 
readjustment is postponed, the h~rder it is for the evacuees to face'the 
problenIB it implies, the easier it is to cling to the false security of 
the isolated center life, 

This step that must be taken is a step that requires personal courage 
and. outside suppor-t ; It is the first step in a job that must be done from 
a positive approach, not from the shaky platform of sentimentality, 10~, 
as thinking members of a democratic society, must help the evacuees and the 
people in Y,QUr own COilllllUnity to undo~stand the problems and face them as 
rational human beings. We are working undo:i;- -;;he basic American principle 
that under our democracy-a man is judged on his individual worth and allowed 
to prosper tn direct accordance with his al)ility, his industry, his personal 
decency and his democratic regard for the rights of his fellowmen. We 
are working not for a racial group or a man or a family. We are fighting 
for the principle of individual rights. 

That is the job of WRA and the role of California in relocation--to 
ask and to demand that the principle of democracy be applied to a small 
minority which has been charged with, and to some extent persecuted because 
of, nothing ~ore than the shape of their faces, 

#If/!-#=!/ I 
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