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THE FACTS ABOUT THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
l 

An address by D. S, Myer, Director of the War 
luncheon meeting of the Los Angeles 'I'own Hall, 
ua:ry 21, 19440 

* * * * * * * *' 

we have already macle' 

Looking back over _the pa s t year and a half, I find that our operat i ons 
to date have included-four major accomplishmentso One was theestablisbment 
and development of :relocation centers where the people· of Japanese des0ent 
could be quartered f'o.l Lowi ng the evacuation. Second was a large-scale · 
screening process which we carried out at these centers in_order to identify 
those people whose records indicated that they might endanger the national 
securityo Third was the segregation program under which we concentrated the 
potentially dangerous individuals and those who :rrefer to be Japanese ratter 
than American in one center at '.l'ule Lake. ;Fourth has been the relocation in 
normal American communities of about 17s000 of the many thousands of evacu"' 
ees who proved eligible to relocate under our.regulations., 

This last accomplishment is the one in which I take the greatest sat­ 
isfaction and the one which is likely to prove most important from tha long­ 
range point of view. Under our· relocation pr ogr-am , the people of 'Jape,nese 

· descent who formerly lived in a o ompar-a t i vely narrow area alon~ the West 
·Coast are now being gradually dispersed across thB remainder of the country. 
They are taking jobs on farms and in shops all the vm,y from Salt Lake City 
to Boston, Massachu._settso They are playing a valuable role in our war pro- 

. duc t Lon effort. and many -ar-e already _sinking roots in their new locations. 
As this process goes forward, I feel confident we are mcvi ng t.owar d · the 
liquidation of a most difficult mi~ori ty pr ob Lem, 

Relocation is and always has been our major objective in VvRA. It is 
set forth as our primary function in Uie Executive Order under wh i ch we 

.operate and is reflected in the name of the agency; But it has not been our 
only concern by any means. Despite reports yqu may have heard to the con­ 
trary, we have also been deeply concerned· about the national security. We 
have recognized all along that there is in the evacuee population a eortsiderab'le 
minority of people who have stronger ties with Japan than with this country 
and who might conceivably interfere with the war effort. And in conducting 
our relocation program we have taken every precaution to pre\rent such people 
from doing.any harma 

When we first received the e7acuees at relocation centers during the 
summer and early fall of 1942, we had nci",records by which we could ideritif'y 
the potentially dangerous or strongly pro~Japanese individuals in the popu- . ' 



<. 

- 2 - 

lation. We know that in the months Immed.i a+e Ly following Pearl Har bor sev­ 
eral hundred alien Japanese of this type had been picked up on the West Coast 
by the Federal Bureau· of Investigation and sent to interrnnent camps. But 
during the period while the evacuated people wer-e.in Army asqambly canter.,;, 
we were not able to carry this screening process any further.· So we were 
faced with the problem of developing records and carrying out a screening 
program at the relocation centers. ' 

I 

The, most· important stop in this process was a .large-scale yogistrQ,­ 
tion progrrun which we carried out in collaboratiohwith the Army at the relo­ 
ca+i on centers aboub a year ago. · All adult re.sidents of the. c crrt.er-s wer-e 
r.equ i r-e d to. fill out questionnaires· wh i.ch prcvid@d Lnf'ormat.ion on t~pics 
such as educub i on; previous emp1oyment, relati v?s in Japan, 'know.l edg e of. the 
Japanese Language, investments in Japan, organizational• and r,3Jig:ious t:1.ffil­ 
iations, and. even spor+s and hobbies. In addition, the citizen evacue ce 
were -asked whether. they would ple,dge allegiance to the United States, while 
alien residents of the canters were- called upon to promise that they would 
abide by the .. na+i cn Is laws and not interf.er,e. vhth·the WL'i.r ef'I'or+., · 

· .. , All .of this informat:i.on has proved ext.r ome'Ly us of'u I in identifying 
those '~t.h pro-Japo~nese sympathies· arid tLoso who rnight oonsti t.ut.e a menace 
to the national saf'e+y , In addition, 1-'(e have mr.d s ef'f'ec t i ve u s e j, in hun­ 
dreds '.·()f _ cases, of information 'on the evacuees which we obt.a.i ncd from the 
evac uat.e d ar ea-c-f'r om former cmp l.oycrs , neighbors, murri c ipa I offici,?-ls and 
o+her s , We have consulted the filcts of fcicl-2ral Lrrt e Lli gencc a-g,enc:i_es arid 
have us e d any material tlnt -v:ra.s ava i Lab I o in those ,files. on adu-l t r.e s i derrt s 

· of t.hs. centers. Vife have bu i L t up our own r ccor-ds on th~, evacuees through 
our local. po~ica or. Lnf.er-na L _security s yst om and from other .~0urces at the 
centers· •. 

\· 
In .t.h i s way we haifcJ accumulated ·over a period of. many months o. large 

amount of detailed informrd:iion on the bac kg r.ound and at-teitudes of prac~;i..ca1ly 
all evacuees beyond tho age of 17 at the r-e.Looa't i.ori cen-t;prs. Through the use 
of:teth:b.iqu0s·.-sim.i:lo.r to;;those wh'ich2.hhve be:en orr.prloye-d\-by the i:rrtpl)d:.gonce 
agencies over a period of years, we h:.i.ve been singling out t}:lose membc}riJ of 
the evacuee popula~ion ·wi:rose basic loyalties lie ·with •Japan •. .-we have :rn,ade 
this comprohensi ve kind of' check .directly in, cormection•wi.t11 our r0Jo<;>-t::i,.tion 
program.. We have been granting leave per:rni ts only after co.nsulting a11 · 
avai1abl'e data on the individuals concerned. And we ,-have cor~sistontl v 
deni.ed the ·:pri viJege oi' leave to those whose recorclS- ·indisa·t<Jd that tl:;cey 
were str<:mgly pro-Japanese or rn.ight endanger th-s secU:ri t:r o:f the l\To.t;i,o:ri. 

Within the past several months we have been carJ1ying out, a $8ffrqgation 
prograni to separate the evac1-1ees who are inoligiblo··f0r: ;leave, in· a cpn,;tiJr by 
themselves. We have sc1grogated three major groups· of p0)ople,; . (1 ).· -t;h~::;;:~ who 
have a,pplied for, repatriation or expatriation to Japan,. (Z). ci tize1i., e~vTl.0.llf-'BS 

who failed to pledge allegiance to the United Stites duri-ng registration, · 
and,,2~ 9) · those :with intelligence records o:r other r,;:wo-rds indicating .. t}:1at 
they might endangor tho national security. In addi tioi1, • we doter;nined., that 
:immediate.. family re lo.ti ves of people in all throe groups should ba accorded 
the privilege of living at the segreg'.3.tion c8:frt0:r ·in ordar to avoid. dis­ 
rupting fo.m:Lly ties. 

The segregation process is now virtually compL,tcJd. We still have a 
few hundred poop1e at Manzano.rand some of th0 other centers who are await- 
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ing tro.nt,f er to Tule Lake, and who wi 11 be moved in th0 immediate future. 
But the main movements were cur r icd out in Sept'ember and October of last 
Janr~ :.They involved tha transfer of about 9,000 people--including segre­ 
go.nts and their families--.Lnto Tu:;_e Lake from nine other centers and the 
removal of o.bout o.n equal number of non-se-gregants from Tule Lake to the 
other centers. Approximately 6,000 people remained at Tule Lake under the 

I segregition process. 

Since 'November 1, ·tht1 Tu] e Lake canter has attracted a tremendous 
amount of pub Uc u+t on+t on-c-mor-e attention, perhaps, them all other 1f\IRA 
ac t i v.it i.cs dur ing ali the months thCJ.t we have bean in operation. S{nc0 
Tule Lako ha s become such a focu I po i.nb in our program---at least in· the 
public mind--I want to spend some time telling you about the center, the 
type of people who live there, and the events which took place there during 
the first few days of November. 

First, let me say a few worfls about the population. Tule Lake is, of 
course, the center f;)r d.i.s Loya I evacuees. Most·.df .bhe udu Lb people there 
have indico.ted either by word or acc ion that they prefer to be Japanese 
rather +han American, But it is a m.i at.ake to th:i.nk of the population at 
Tule as composed exclusively of ag.:i..t::;tors and pqtenti-al sa.boteurs. Many 
of the residents are a l i enc of advanced years who have simply given up the 
struggle· to become ad.justed in this country and who want only to live out 
the rest 6f their days in the land bf their birthe Despite their pro-Jap­ 
anese leanings, v0ry few of them, in my opinion, aro actually troublesome 
or dangerous. Then there i::; also ano+her- r~roup at the center--perhn.ps the 
largest s ing l e element .i n tlle wh o I.e popu Lat.Lon-c-wh.i.ch is made up of cha.Ldr-en 
and others who s o records c orrt ad n no evidence of disloyo.lty but who are liv3: 
ing at Tule Lake merely becuus e of I'am i Ly ties. 'I'hcne people, along with ' 

. I , 
the a Li e n s , prcb::1.bly consti tuto a majority of tho total-population. 

At the same time, however, it is true tha.t we now ho.ve at Tule Lake 
some of the mo.s t troublesome o Lemerrt s that wer e previously scattered among 
ten r e Loc a+Lon centers. Thero ar-e , for examp Le , a c on a i n.ero.ble number of 
young Amer-Lcari- born evacuees who have r-ec e i vod the major po.rt of their edu­ 
cation in Japan and who s eom to have boen thoroughly indoctrina.ted wi th Jap­ 
anese militaristic ideas. This group has always been particularly ma Lad+ 
justod · llt the reloco.tion centers and is plainly out of sympathy with the 
United States•' In addition, there are _a number of young pe op-l e , born and 
educated in this, country, who have become emba +t er ed by the experiences of 
the past two years and ha vo 'decided to co.st their lot with .Japari , 

Shortly after the major segregation movement was completed, it be­ 
came apparent that there were at 'rule Lake a conaiderable :m:inori ty of uo+­ 
i ve ly disloyal evo.cuces who were mainly interested in hindering the Ameri­ 

·CCm wc.r effort by interfering with the orderly pr oce s se s of administration, 
It was further clear, as time went on, thu.t the ovacuees of this type had 
bo.n<led together in o. tight, well-knit orgo.nization for th-cJ purpose of gain­ 
ing a dominant position in the community. The tactics employed by this 
group were simi,lar to those used by big c,i ty gangste:r;s. Ther<'J wora threo.ts 
of. violence, terrorism, and n.ll the other f'o.miliar tecJ;, ... niquas. 
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On October 15 o. truck acc i derrt · oc cur-r cd nt tho cantor in which 28 
farm workers wore injured and cna subs equcrrt Iy died, 'rho dissident group 
immediately seized upcn this Lnc i derrt and pr-ec-i p i ta tad- o. c omp Lo t e stoppage > 
of work on the harvesting of v~gatubl~s. Since we had u crop worth roughly 
hn Lf a m:i.llion do Ll ar s facing Lmminerrt. destruction by frost; we de c.Ld ed to 
r ecr-u i t n number of evacuee f'ar'm wor kor s from tha othar c errt er s .t.o complete 
tha hc.rvost-vro:ck ~t Tuhi Lako , 

• 
This wo.s tho situo.tion that Drevailad at the center on November 1 

.L I ' 

when tho incident cccur r-cd , Th'0 cverrt s that took. p Lac e on the afternoon of 
tho.t dc.y have given r i s0 to so many wild r-umor e and cxo.ggorated s bat.emcrrbs 
thc.t vie have spent ccns i der ab Lc time arid effort Ln chocking on tho ac curucy · 
of a Ll tho ma j or ullcgo:tionc. W8 have :i.nt.:irviewcd 69 eyc-wibne s s cs who 
were present in various parts of the center on that aft er nocn , We have anal­ 
yzed the statomont~ mo.de by these witnessas, u.long w:i.th other evidence, and 
are now in position to piece together n. r sn s onab.Ly c omp Lece story on \ha 
avorrt s tho.t nct~o.lly occurred. Sevorc.l points de se r ve s pec i fie comment. 

In the i'irst pJo.co, the crowd which go.thered around tho n.dministra­ 
tion building or: the af't.or nc on of November' 1 vttx«. not. an angr y mob. It was 
c omp os cd of wh o Le family groups- .. -men , women , arid even little ch.i Ldr en-o-and 
had bean summoned out by an unauthorized o.nnouncement that I was going to 
make 11 speech. It is now c Lerrr that this announc emcrrt was made by membor s 
of tho dissident g;roup for tho purpose of bringing a show of pr-e s sur e to 
bear on the adrru m a tr-ct i on , But +her-e i.s no ,;v:i.denco to indicate th0-t the 
crowd as o. whole Wfas awar-e of +he s e p Lans or par t.y to th.2m. Es s errb i.nLl y , · 
the crowd vro.s ctn unsuapec+i.ng tool which the or gum z ed group used in makt ng . 
a rather dramatic bid for power. 

Another point which emor gc s r a+har c Lec.r Ly from t.ho re eu Lt s of our 
investigl;,tion is thCLt the storias c.bout ev().euc0s carrying knives o.nd clubs 
ho.va ba0n, fo put it mildly, greo.tly exaggern.tod. Of tha 69 peopli:l we inter­ 
viewc;d, 34 mo.dcJ no co1mn0nt ragurding w0apons and 30 specifico.lly danied see­ 
ing weapons of any kind. Of the r0mo.:Lnir:g fi Vi.J persons interviewed, two 
testified tho.t they uo.ch so.w one 0v::-ccu2-0 wj.th a k11ife of the whittling type; 
two testified tho.t they so.w evacu0es,with short pi0ces of pipe; and ona test.;. 
ified · tho.t she 11th.ought" she so.w evo..cueos with butcher kn:.i.ves. 

The stories o.bout incendio.rism hav0 0Vi.'Jn l0ss factuo.l basis. We ho.ve 
discovered no tangible evidence of such c,n attempt o,nd have_ re.caived no con­ 
clusive t0stimony that would tend to b00.r out,the mo.ny wild allegations. Of, 
tho 69 witnesses intarviewod', only 20 comn10nt0d on this qu.astion and 15 of 
these specifically denied seoing incendiary material. Three people testified 
thClt they ,had seen evacu0es co.rrying boxes, but ·ware. not o.ble to id,mtify tn0 
ccmtents. Two tostii'icd that "friends hn.d told.·them/1 about seaing evacuaes-· 
carrying stro.w, 

Admi tt0dly tho si tucLtion wns tense o..t Tulo Lcdrn on tho afternoon of 
Novemhor .·l, and vre hav,3 n:;vor had any :i..llusions tho.t it wo.s xl:ot ,. But I d-o 
not believe any fair-mirided person,. o.;ft,::;r ;:;xmnin,ing the avidenco we have 
collectc;d, would can this pc.rticulc,r incident; a riot., 

The events which too~ plo.ca on th<J evening of November 4, however, 
w,1re of quite o. diff0r0nt cho.ro.ctcr. On tho.t occr.sion, a group of savero.l 
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hundred ovacue as , armed with clubs, entered the c.dmd rri s'br-c.t i on ar ea in viol­ 
c t i on of 0,11 order from the Project Dir3ctor and with obvious intantions of 
v i o Lenc c , In ac cor danc e w: th pr-ev i ou s o.rnmgom-Jnts, we Lmme d i rrt.e Ly co.llod 
in the, +r oops stationed outside the center and o.skad the Army to +ake over 
r'e sponsLbd Li.t.y for interno.l udrm ms+rutnon until the community could be 
r3stored to D. norm0,l basis of operations.· 

This tro.risfer of r e spons Lbt Li t.y was oar-r i cd out under the +.arms of 
a long-stm1ding o.greomc:int W3 have ha.d with tha \far Depe,rtmant covering tho 
o:dministration of r e Locu't i on centers. Essentially, that o.greemant provides 
f'o r a di vision of labor be+we en iNRA and tho Army. Und or- ncrma I o i r cum- 
s t.anc o s , we ar e r,osponsi bL:J for all pha s e s of internal n.dm.i n ls'br-c.t.Lon , · while 
the Army guo.rds the exterior boundaries o.nd ehecks the po.sses of poople 
moving· in and out. However, when a s i buutri on ar i s es-c-Li ke +he incident of 
November 4 c.t 'I'u Le Lake-c-wher e o. show of force is nee dcd , the n.greament 
providc::s tho.t we co.n co.11 i.n the troops and turn the responsibility for 
interno..l administra,.tion temporo.rily over to. tha Arm:/ uut hor i ties. 

There have be en three Lnc i derrt s in evacuee centers over the past ~­ 
year arid a hn Lf which have been terrned riots. As it huppens , o.11 of - them 
have oceurred here in1the State of Co.lifornin. The first one took place 
during the summer of 1942_ nt the So.nta .Anita Assembly _Centar under Army - 
jurisdiction. The s ec ond one ec cur-r-cd at Mo.nz,miccr- c. year ago last December. 
And the third o ne was the Lnc i.derrt of November 4 at Tule Lake , 

I 

I 
\ 
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The Jvl::i.nzo.nc~r Lno i dorrt cf De c emb ar , 19•:1:2 was similar in many ways to 
the recent Tule Lake di s t.ur banc e , It was c au s ed primarily by a c ompar-o t i v e­ 
Ly sma L'l group of agitators o.nd wa s culmino.ted by the summoning of ti1e - 
troops. Or. that occasion 'We stat'ted immed:Lntely af"-tler tl'i.5 troop~ had m.ovBd 
in trying to get the comi;nunity baek on c. normd. pasis. We rounded 1,.1.p tho 
troublemakers, isolated them from the rost of the populo.tion, o..nd ,::ventuo.lly 
moved them to a specfal isolation c•2nter wh:Lch was estn.blished first noar 
Moab, Uto.h and l.ater at Leu.pp, Arizona. Following the r0moval of these 
troublesomo olements, Mu.nzo.nar quickly - be co.ma one of the most peaceful of 

. . . . I . 
a.11 ral:ico.tion centers and has remo_:)_ned so ever since. I believe you will 
find tho.t tho peopl:J of, ·Ow-ens Valley ha.ve · no particular approhensiohs o.bout 
the center todo.y even though t_her0 _ a.re s.everal hundred s Jgrego.::1ts there 
o.waiting tro.nsfer to Tule Lo.kee 

At Tula we plo.n, to follow roughly tha smrie po.ttern which was - used at 
Mo.nzannr in rustoring the cormnunity to o.n orderly bc~sis. In this cn.s_:;, we 
d'.:t'e not moving the troubL:miakers outside tha center boco.use of transportation 
o.nd other diff:i:cu,ltias; But wo c:.ra isolo.ting_the troublemakers o.s ro.pidly 
o.s thcJy co.n b3 ider1tified in one saction of the center which ho.s been fenced 
off from the rest of tho community and will.be guarded ,at all times. We have 
also increased our i.nterno.J., security staff. o.t tho eenter 2,nd have built t.\ 

fence botwe2n thu ovc,cuea colony and the aclministro.tion areo.. With these 
D.ddi-Li.1no.l : pre00.utions ~ I f8al c<Jnfident tho.t i:rn orderly eommunity con be de­ 
valoped ut Tule Luke. I believe, o.s I ho.va all o.long, t~at the majdrity of 
the people tl~ere, rago.rdless of thair no.ticno.l sympo.thies, ar2 interested in 
living poo.ceably togothor o.nd that thay 1Ni 11 cooparcttGJ towo.rd t}rn.t end with 
the administn,.tion. 

Now that the segrega.tion procoss has bean virtually completed, we o.re 
iedoubling our efforts to speed up tha ralocutian of people o.t the nine other 
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centers. 
this jGb 
ho.ps two 
closings 

We o.ro hoping tho.tin the neo.r future we will be ablc:to co.rry 
fo.r 'enoug~1.·along no tho.t :i.t w:i..11 bl'! possiblo to c Lo s o one arid :per­ 
of the relocation centers. And we also ho.v0 hopes tho.t .u.dditiono.l 
c an be made lo.ter a s the relocation pr-ogr-am moves f'orwar-d , · 

There has been a great deal of pub l i c rm sunder-s-banda ng o.bout; our 
reloco.tion pr ogr-cm-c-o.bou't its origin, its purposes, and the r ous ons why we 
ar e p Iuc i ng so much stress upon it,. Much of .the adve r s e comment tho.t has 
been mo.dais undoubtedly motivo.ted by po.triotic intentions. But it is " 
ba s e d , .I be l i eve , largaly on f'undamerrba I rm.sc ono ep+i ons , And it ·is pr-oduc» 
ing results which may be· most unt'or-t.unat.e for the demo c r a't i o · future of the 
no.ti on. · 

• 

The ideo. of confining c.11 people of .Iupune s e doscont • in goverrrrnont 
csntors ho.s been strongly o.dvocr;i.ted by o. considerable number of individuals 
arid influential. orgo.n:i.zations oh +he W-est Coo.s't and elsewhere. Tho reason 
most frequently advurio ed for such a coursa is tho.t all people of Japcrnese 
anc e s t.r-y , rega.rdless of where +heywer e born and r-a i s ed , ar o bo s i ca Ll y clp.s­ 
loyal to the United Stn.t3s 'cmd sympat.he-t i c with t.ho o.ims of militc,ristic 

/ . 

.Iupan , I heurtily dt sugr ee with that c ont.errt.i on , A gr eo .. t den I is be i ng 
so.id about; loyo.lty in 'connection with -Japanc s e-Amor-I oans +ho s e days and much 
of trie comment, in my opinion, r spr-e s en+s the loosest und most do.ngerous 
kind of to.lk. Of course, t.her o is no way of guo.ro.ntaeing th.s loyalty of o. 
person of' .Ia pane s e descent, or, f'or- that matter, of anyone .e Ls e , Tht:re is 
no wo.y of entering into the Lnner'mo s b r r-ec e a s e s of o. pcrse;n Is mind arid fathom­ 
ing hj_s most fund::unen~nl atto.,chments rend convictions. The most that you can 
do is to judge o. personl_s loyo.lty on the bn.sis of the o.ttitudas which he 
expresses by word or action. 

On such a bcrnis, I baliave thare is o.mple evidcnc.J to disprove once 
o.nd for n.11 the notion tho.t no person of Jo.po.nesa o.ncest~y co.n be loyal to 
the Uni t0d States. There o.re . in tha Army of tho United St::ttas today o.bout 
9,000 S()ldiers of Japo.nes2: descant nao.rly hc.lf o_f whom volunt.Jer2d for 
service. One unit, k:'1.own o.s t.ho 100th Infantry Bec ttuli on o.nd m.o..de up ex­ 
clusively o·f second gonero.tj_on Jo.pa.nese--J1111ericnns; is novr in o.c.tion cin the 
Italio.n front o.nd ho.s alroo.dy won tha highost praise for its bravery in com­ 
bat and its skill in the ·ho.ndl:i.ng of weo.pons. Anothar ur!i t, ·which, includes 
severa1 hundred m0n who volunt(;)ered for service from relocc.tion centers:, is 
in tro.ining o.t Co.mp Shelby, Mississippi in prepo.ro.tiori. for active duty ovor­ 
seo.s. 

The behavior of those men both in volunteering and in actuo.1 combo.t 
provides striking evid0nce, it seern.s to me, where their real loyalty lieso 
But if further proof is needed, let m0 roo.d o. fow oxcarpts from letters 
recontJ.y wr.i tton by sonw of thdse men who o.ro in the o.rmed forces upholding 
o.nd .defendi'ng our democratic form of government. This first one wo.s written 
from Comp Sholby by a young· mo.n who volunteered for l,orvico from the Heo.rt 
Mountain Relocn.tion Cent or in Wyoming. Writing to his po.rents who ure still 
o.t the center, he so.ys: 

11The future -welfo.re of you o.nd o.11 of us who hopo to 
remo.in in this land rests o.lmost entiroly on how the lJOth, now 
in action o.s the vo.nguo.rd. for tha .Amarican 5th Army in Ito.ly, 
and the 442nd do in bo.ttla. We ho.ve got avorything to go.in by 
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doing our ·utniost in battle, nothing to lose. We have o. 
chance to prove to o.li who doubt' our loyo..lty and sincerity 
to ·this natri cn tho.t we too dre Amer i cuns rmd therefore 
enti tlad to live, 'as Americo.ns in the truest sense of the 
word.11 

r 

This next·one was written by o. sergeo.nt o.t the front.to the command- 
arrt of h i s training camp at home. He s~i.ys: 

-' 

·11r 8Jll now waiting for tha zero hour~ This is the oppor­ 
tunity I have been waiting for ever since thc.~t fateful day of 
December 7,, 1941.· How co.n.any red-blooded .Arnerico.n forgot thQt 
day! We mu.st o.nd will, under the protection of Almighty God ••• 
wi n over the enemy and once more br i ng peace to this troubled 
world, so that those who go.ve their lives sho.11 not hnve died 
in vo.ino I hop~ I don liva.up·to tho ¢iptttcti0ns.of you o.n<l 
: 'TI!Y. fi!Lmgs\ · Antle Q)lii.:ri.rJ·;.r;;a :(-.,,will! n· :- '1~ J ' 

Much the same attitude is expressed in t:10 statement made by o. young 
doctor of Jc..pf.l.nese anc e at.r y who is c, CG.ptc;in with the 100th Bo:cto.lion in 
Italy. To.lking to o. i/vc..r c or-r e spondcrrt o.t c.n udvunc od field dressing s t a+d on , 
he sc.id: 

I 

11The Jc,,panese•in the Peo.rl Ho.rbor o.tto..ck hurt us worse 
t.han anyone. They did r-en LLy a dirty' job on o.11 .. the,;Ji:ipancso",people 

living i,n the United States. We pn.y and will go on payi.ng n. t.ar r i b l o price 
for tha sins of those .Jupane se , They made us lose the f'a i. th and trust of 
the A.'Tlericf.l.n people, Now we men of Jc1po.nese blood in the United Sto.tes Army 
are trying to win back that fo.ith o.nd confidence of America. We o.re more 
tho.n willing, we ar e eager to ·fight the Germans, too,.. But it _is not against 
the Germans that we hold our primary grudge. It is· against the Japanese 
ImperiQ.-1 Army, Navy, and Air F'orce.H 

In the face of evidence like this, it is extremely difficult for 
r;:o to unde r s'bund how any r eaaonab le person co.n advoca't e the mass confinement 
of f.1.11 persons of Jo.paneso descent simply on tha grounds of ro.ce. 

Within the last few hours n. specific announc emerrt hn s been made by 
the Secreto.ry of Wn.r coricerning,milito.ry service for Americf.l.ns of Japanese 
descent. As you mo.y know, Japanese-American boys have not been'inducted 
Lnt;o the armed forces through the usual Selective Service pr oc edur e since 
February, j_942. Vo Lurrt eer s have be en ac c ep'bod during tho pn s t yeur., but 
there has been no involuntary induction. The Secretary of Wf.l.r has just 
c.nnounc e d +hu+ , effective immediately, Americcms of Jo.po.rwse uno es t.r y will 
be Lnduc t ed. into the Urribod · States Army t.hrough the Selective Service system. 
A list ~f t~ose acceptable.for service ho.s been prepf.l.rcd o.~d the meri on th~ 
list wi 1-1 have their -ca s e s reviewed by their Loc a L boe.r ds j they wi 11 be re­ 
classified· arid cu.Ll e d up for induction as tlrnir indi v i dua.I turns come. It 
is expected that the man inducted in this wo.y will be added to the 100th 
Ba'tt.a Li.on or the 4/42nd Combat Team arid it is possible that other Nisei units 
wi 11 be f'orrnod , - 

I. 

In determining to accept involunto.ry inductees,' the Army gives recog­ 
nition to the excellent record of the Nisei o.Lr ec.dy in service. · But even 

.L 
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more si.gnifico.nt. is the fo.ct tho.t o. ininority group of .Americo.ns ho.ve had 
restored to them ind.i viduo.lly th';' opsor t.una ty of fulfilling one of ·the high­ 
est ob.ligu+Lons of their citizenship. :i:t moans much to the Nisei.. It means 
even more to American .democr-acy , 

I spoke r car Lt.er of f'undnmerrba L misconceptions. One of them which 
seems to persist, par-t i cu Lar-Ly in this section of the country,· is th0 notion 
tho.t the government origin.ally plo.nned C\ mews detention of the evacuees and 
the.Lt tho WRA r o Lccu+Lon pr ogr-cm r epr e sent.s a shar p reversal of previous gov­ 
er nmerrt po l l cyv I warrt to deny this omphrrb i ou Ll y; · As avi denc e .t o the con­ 
tro.ry, let me remind you tho.t for neo.r ly one month o.ft,sr the origino.J• evo.cu­ 
o.tion · order was first unnounce d , the peoplo of .Iupane s e o.nccstry vret:e freely 
permitted by t.he Wostern Def eris c Command to Leave the c oa s't.a L .ar-eu arid resi)t­ 
tle inlo.nd on thoir own ini tio.ti v e: It wo.s only· after this vo Iun+ar-y move­ 
ment ho.d gi Yen rise to difficulties tho.t tho controlle·d plo.n of ovac.uu't.Lon , 
arid movement· into :gov.ornment centers wa s put into effect. As· the Vfar Depo.rt­ 
merrt ha s f'r equerrt Ly pointed out, the sole a irn of the· evucuo.t i on was to move 
tho people of J::.:.po.nes;; de::,cont from o. s ensl ti ve m.i Li, to.ry ar ea and not to 
put them under lock and kay, · 

Another ,highly impo.rto.nt u spco t of this que s t i.on which is being over­ 
looked by mo.ny of those who urgG T'lO.ss detention :i. s the repercus•siom: tho.t 
such r1 st·op ·would lJave from a lego.l o.nd consti tutiono.l sto.ndpo:i.nt. So fo.r, 
the Supreme Court of the United Sto.tes hb.s not ruled -on the 1consti tutiono.l 
vo.lidi ty either. of evo.cuntion or of detention in governmerit cer.tors. The 
Hir-o.bo.yC\:,hi co.se which w-r.~s decid0d lo.st June merely uphold tho consti tutiono.l 
vo.lidi ty: of tho curfew orders imposed by the Western• Defense Com:··10.nd o.t the 
time of 0vo.cuo.tion. The decision in tho.t ccso wo.s unanimous, but it is sig­ 
nificc,nt t.ho.t Mr. ,Justic,) Murphy remc,rked, '1This goes to the very b:rihk of 
co'nstitutiono.l powo:r.:-." Mor0ovcr, pro.ctico.lly o.11 lo.wyors o.re o.grc:,ed tho.t · 
the Constitution p·rovide::1 no bcsis for n. mo.ss detention progrnm involving 
.Americo.n citizens. This point wo.s strongly omphC\sized :i;-ecently by Attorney 
Generc.l BidcUe when he testified before congro?si0nn.l commi tteas regarding 
the implico.tions of the Tulo Ln.ke :\.ncf dent. It vms also brought out in o. 
reClent Circuit Court'·decision on tha co.se of Miss Mitsuye Endo. l\!iss Endo, 
wh0 wo.s o.n evo.cuee residant of Tule_ Lake in the period b0fore it bececme o. 
sogrGgo.tion'canter, ho.d o.pplied for o. writ of ho.beo.s corpus under the pro­ 
visiQns of the Constitution for ·release. fror., the raloco.tion center. The 
court denied Miss Endo 1.s o.pplico.tion but did so s~olely· on the grounds that 
WRA ho.s a raloco.tion progro.m under which Miss Endo might ho.vo o.pplied for 
leo.ve from the center without going through the c':lurts. If we ho.d no such 
procedures o.nd were engrtg;ad in o. ma.ss inte~·n'n&nt pr )grom, tha docision might 
well ho.vo be,m diff arent o 

I do not,m::,o.n to imply merely tho.t 1cass c'mfinament of the evo.cuees 
w0uld present somo rather compl~co.ted lE,go.l problem,::. It would 0.do.· that:, ~.but 
:its u-:1.ti:innt·c· s;i.chi.ficc.nce' is ::::mch gr,d).ter. I;t!would'rnco.n. striking·o.t the··· 
ver-r hco.:rt of the ctii1GtituticJ:t1il sc..f'eguurds i,hlch, r;_o-,T pi·oJcect ove17 lo.srt~~.one 
of us 0.60.lnst a:rui trl'.l.:cY-Govornr.,0nta1 8.-cti.on.·. And it would-'meon,,.o. serious re­ 
t:roh.t -:fro1.1c ti~o ;;ri:cipbs n.f.frecd0m o.nd justice on r;hid1:thic rw1.tion Wll.S 

fi)undcc:. nnU ,Yh:i.ch -it-. :i. st'nm·.r- fi;;htiq; t1) dd\,nd. If uo s:l..nglo out tmc,,;:ninor­ 
i ty 3·ler0c:n.t of' our fl-'.'.>pulciti01i nnd cohfi ne ull its ncr:thers ·. pui,dy on ;frhj - 1 
o•,Yu:nds ')'f'. to.c-l;' we~ wi-11·; bo-,-for.foi.:t;tnt; .·our' right to· be, ro(~D.rd0d anc. ev 2Jn to 
regard ours9lves as a truly danocratic no.tion. 
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During the year 6.1:.d a, hn Lf I have spent in my present job, I have 
leo.rnod 0. greo.t d ca I _Ub')Ut th0 .Iapane s e-Amer-Lcun pr ob Lem in this oount.r y • 
And mo st of my know.l e dgo, I os sur e y,-;u, ha s be en go.ined +ho har-d wo.y. I 
ho.ve lenrned,·among athsr things, thai there a.re ~n this section of the 
country and e Ls ewho r o , many LnfIu orrc iu I pe op Lc and org.r:,,ni zi.Ctions who w±ll 
go t0 a Imo s t any Longbh to r eduo.e poop Lo bor n in th:: U;1.i tad Sto.tes of JD.po.n­ 
e s e o.ncestry to tho .st:::i.tus of s e c ond-cc Lu a s citizens', In recent weeks and 
months, these Jndividuo.ls n.nd nrganizo.ticns h8.V9 .been cllrrying or:i o. pcrsist­ 
_ent arid vigorous campc i.gn •:::fT-.:;..co ha't r e d ; One pr oru norrt rrewspupe r chain 
which ha s plo.y_jd o. central r o Le .i n this effort hn s boon e s pe c La Lly guilty 

' of bad f'a i th and un-Amer i can t.act Lo s •. .I'h e writers .and editors o f this 
orgo.nizr.,tion have s o i z ed upon every opportv.nity to distort tho facts and 
c r eu'be w.i dc spr ead public fears o.nd O.Eimosities t·-;ward thiJ. people j_;1 r e Locrv­ 
tion cerrt er s., They have succeeded in cre:1ti.".lg t.ho i1T!pression tho.t 1NRA is 
deli ber-a t e Ly turnipg spied and sabotcmrs loose upor~ the no.ti cn, that armed 
OVO.CUGE,S ar o pouring into Co.lifornio.. iri defiance of m:i.11 to.ry regulo.tions, 
and that people at t.ho r e Looa b i.on canters nro l1eing 'batter fed thQn the 
QverQge American fc.mj_ly. There L, not one shred of tri,ith in any 0f these 
o.llegr-..tions. 

RogQrdloss of the stories which vou mav have ·r-eo.d, v;e in ;the Wn.r 
Reloce:.tion Aut}1ori ty are just rts c.nxj_c;u;-.,.. ct:o ,'J.~y lk:erican; to see the mili­ 
tCtrism of Jupo.n crushed Lend. Wi})Od fr·)m the f'..LCf:i cf' the eo.rtho And /::iO' I 
might o.dd, D.ra mr1ny thouso.nclR 1)f the peoplo in rilloeo.tior.:. centers' But we 
d.o feel th.at the war sh'JUld not ·b0 .WL<.gncl on lil:lDriccrn soil cmd thctt ma.nifest­ 
n.tions of unre'~.sor,ing h,xtrad tovr,.:.rd the ,J:::ipn.neE:o-Lra.;:;ric:ins n.r0 not o. ri.-cicess­ 
o.ry pc,rt of our effcrts to d0f<Jcd:; th,3 empire) oJ' Jo.pG.n,. In fo.ct, it seems 
entiro1y plo.in to n9 th:::.t those wl'\.o arb d..)libero.teJ:y stirring up fo::,lir1g 
o.go.inst the ,-::vucur:::(JS o.re doing o. serious dirrncrvice to the national v,ro.r 
effort. Thay L,re providing; tl1-:, enemy -:,vi th propCtr;ando. matorial to ba used 
in co::.,vi:nc:i.ng oth~cr Orimito..l mit:i.,.:.rc: thc,t tho Uni tcd States is ·condncting u 

. rQcio..l W':i.r. They ara f,,me::iti ng ho.tr eds o.nd fs:;nrs at Q time vrhcn united 
Qcti0n o.ud cool c ::mcontrtti,)n on 1~ho L1rn0di8.t0 job ·we r.wnJ vitQlly needed 

. 1 . . 
tho.never before i11_ our history. Th0y n.ro crauting an impression of nntion- 
Ql diss,;;nsior. o.nd disunii~y that must be a stimul.atin[; tonic to the morn.le r)f 

the Axi.s: no.tions. If the: snme o.mcunt o-f: e.ner6y ~rnd ingcm.uity tho.t have 
been cxpondod 'Jll the,jo ca..rr,:rmigns of rncial ho.tr0d ho.d been char:nelizcd 
Qgo.inst the reo.l ener.1y, I feel sure wo wculcl ·be, "·,rnch nef',rclr tto.n we [Lr,➔ now 
to the duy of final victory, . 

I nm gonorco.J.ly optimistic c,bout 1J.ltimQte solution of th2 Jap:::mese­ 
Anerico.n ;:,roblom. In th,) hco.t of curre,'lt emotio:1.J.s. on this issu0, it m·:J.y 
help to r0store pers9ecti VD if we ren2:nbcr tho.t the p0opla of J.:::i.po.nes0 
o.ncestry in this country raprosent, after ull_, only Q tiny fragment of _our 
toto.l populo.tion--o.bout one-tenth of one percE;ILt. Most of tho ties which 
this group now hcts with the cultur8 of Jn.po.n o.re through the older 60nar::.ttio:1 
of o..lim1s. As these people gr::..duc,lly die off o.rd us the youngc-Jr f::eEcr~tti~n 
born and oclucu.tE.,d in this c:Juntry grows to mo.turity, the situation v\fi11 
change ro.pidly. I o.lso feel that tho r0locc.tion progr,:i.1;1' is o. m·:'.lst ir:1port~1::1t 
step town.rd ultimate solution. As tho people, of Japmwso desce:at who form­ 
erly lived in this soction ar0 qispers::,d throughout hi,mdreds of communiti:Js 
in the Middle West :::md tho Eo.st, sEottling ClS h:dividual fr11.1ilios or in small 
groups here cmd t\1E::r0, I fe,cl 0er"win thut they cO:n u.nd .vri11 be int0gro.ted 
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into the economy of the nc't ion , 

But I am deeply distur-bed abou+ the grov1ing trond +owar d r-ac i a I think- 
ing and disorimino.tion +owar d minority groups which s e ems to be devGloping 1 
under- the ··stresses· and s+ra i ns of the war , bemoo~~o.cy is never un oo.sy form- 
of government. Evon in peace time, it can be made to oper at e successfully , 
only iif the people have the necesso..ry energy, ingenuity and ospecio.lly c our+ 
o.ge to mako it wcr k, It took c our age to 5sto.blish this democr-c.t i c nation ·>:::-i· 
of 'ours a.nd it has t.akcn courage t:i huild it up to its present high s t.at.u s , 
Now more them ever before, e our-age is needed, not only ::.n our na t i onn I 
len.de:r.s, · but among our toto.l popu Irrt i on , ·if we nr e to emerge from this con- 
flict without i..mpb.iring and so.crificing ·s-ome of cur mo s t chcr i shed tru.di tions 
and principles/ 

This is 1po.rt~cu~o.:r:ly tru0 Ln C·')!mection with the Jo..panese-Amer_ico.n 
problem •. Because of the nature of tho enemy in Japan, there is o. nrrbur-a L 
tendency to substitute emotion for c Leur ·thinking arid ha'tz-e d for urnlerste.nd­ 
ing in our efforts to dca l wi ch our- own people of Jflpo.nese descent. Per s e - 
cution of m i.nor-Lt.y groups, I have o.Lways felt; sterns largely from f'our , And 
fen.r unquestiono.bly is +ho undor Lyi.ng c au s e I'o much of the current o.gitation 
on this issue--feor of eo onorai.c c ompe-c i ticn and f'e.ar' of o. group thr,t is not 
fully understood. 

In this connection~ I would liko to roo.d n. few excerpts from a mn.go.­ 
zine o.rticle recently nri tt0n by n. resident of this Ste.to. 

;f\'.l[1ht'C'trioilr,b.t-:on::1 '.no inst· ·\:;r;da:5r :i:13-en/J'tlithei :r.ecurr:cng~ r,i't.R~ 
riots, th,) economic pressures on 1minori ties 1, the internment 
of .funerico.ns ,of d:crker-skinned ~.ncestry wh')se loycLl ty to the 
idoology of white -suprc:,mncy is doubted, nor even the whole 
scope o.nd viciousness ·or the recent growth of 1~::i.co hatreds rind 

•the insidious h~iinning of propflgo.ndism for n white flllinnce 
for 1 :';self-protection' -~-riot these so much c,s the white mo.n Is 
sudden consciousness of his own fa!J.r of other ruces of which 
these n.re but mn.nifast~tions. I c211 sea no hope for o.ny 
'minor,i ty' group, nor even for <lem:)cro.cy its elf, in the exi11t­ 
opc{1 of this fear. 

"People who are afro.id are cruel, vicious, furtive, clo.n­ 
gDrous; they nre dishonest, maln.cious, vindictive; thay destroy 
tha things of whir,h they o.re a.fro.id, or :1.re destr.oyed by them. 
The host who is o.fruid, hearing o. noise in his kitchen, tiptoes 
down the back stairs o.nd blows out the bro.ins of' p.n ice-box- ro.id- 
ing guest whom _he thinks is u. burglc.r; thv policem!J.n who is ·-, ~ r: 
o.fraid shoots the mm10.cled prisoner who bends to tie hi? shoe 
lo.ca; the industrifllist who is o.fro.id hires thugs n.nd murderers 
to fight unionists; tho c~,pitnlist who is o.frnid sabotag0s pub­ 
lic welfn.rd.; tho politician who is o.fra~d attCLcks len.ders of · : 
weo.kly supported co.uses to hide his own c·ompromises; the' sto.tes­ 
mo.n who· is a.fro.id enrle~vvor:::: to isolr .. te his n'.'l.tion; o.nd the e~ov,­ 
ernrnent heo.d ·who is o.frCLid f:J.ils in the execution of ln.ws, both 
nutionfll n.nd internixHono.l, 
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this 
" •••• Peur mo.y ec.s iLy 

For the 

l/lJhether we Li.ko it or not,' our handling of r-ao i.a I rninori ty pr ob l oras 
is not strictly o. domestic issue. Tho act i ons we takd and the' o.tti tudes we 
express will ho.va and o.re having r3pcrcucsions o..11 o.ro~nd the globe. In 
our p,r0grmn, f'or exonp l e , v,re have had to keep o onat.ant.Ly in mind, the fact 
that vsc ar e dco.linc with Jo.i)o..rn,se nu+Lonn Ls , in par t; , and that our treat­ 
ment ofr.>thesot pbbp l e ~nii;l1.t- ·N:HJll ",t.fflo&.t the 'r.-eciprocal: :trontine:/J.t,~acr.or.u.:;;dcto 
Amer-i can so Ldj ar s c.nd c i vi Li ans Ln th/) hnrid s of the Jo.r,u:aosa. Shortly after 
the o,1.tbr0c·1::: of' war , the go112:rrnnent of the Unibed Sti1tcs and the goverrnnent 
of Jc.pm, r;,.g:,."0Gd th:rcugh ncut.r-a I d.i p Lomc t i o ohanno Ls to meet c er-bu i n speci­ 
fied ::;tcrnclo.r'.ls in the trafxt,n1'.mt of oo.c h other: s :natio:;,:~L, who ar e interned 
or tE,mJ?orn.rily datf.lincd in govr.,rnrn.,mt comps. 'I'he a o s'-tD.ndarus ar-e set forth 
in the L-1ternrction'..\J. Converrt Lc.n wn.ich was sig;ned a.t Gerieva , Swi tzar land by 
a. number- of gt)vernments in lU29. '1.'hr.'l.Y or-a gt no Lry Lrrt sude d to apply to pris­ 
oners of vn~r. But, by mutuo.l l.l.[;r,-;,;mtol1t, ·tha governments of this country and 
of Jo.::_:Jo.n he.ve extended the, n.pplic:it)le pr ovd a i '.))18 to c i vl Lj an no.tionaJ.s. 
Shortly uf t.o r ·thu I'u Le Lake Lnc i dorrt the Japanese govz.r-nmerrt broke off neg o ... 
tio.tior:s Looki ng +owurd an axchCGl[~"-' of na.tiol1u.ls until. the Spanish consular 
represcnt.::..ti ves could inv-,-Jst:i.gf.ltc, the conditions in relocation centerB. I 
om confider.t tho.t the Spunish will find con.di tions in the centers gencralJ.y 
satisfact,Jry o.nd tlmt they will ev<'mtuo.lly rep')rt this fnct to Tokyo. But 
this development does poi11t up th0, very gr:::i:ve intan10.ti,mal implications of 
our progro.m. 

' The War Reloco.tion Author.i ty hn.s been o.rrnusod of conducting' n. 11 social 
experime:n.t11 in its relocation progrca;1. On bd1n.lf of my own staff, I want to 
so.y tho.t we a.re not quite sure who.:!~ our critics rr.oc.n when they use tha.t 
phrCtse. V\fe ho.ve o.lwo.yc f0lt that we c,re merely trying to do a complex and 
rCtther th•:nkles s jrJb in th8 mr>St pra.cticCtl way we co.n a~1d at the S8me timo 
in ho.rmony w:i. th tb:- best pr nciplas of our domocro.tic past. We hcwe had to 
consider r.1.t f.).11 tim,,s th1).t we a.re c'!.e;iling with about 70,000 .Americnn r.i ti­ 
zens wrw cc.nnot be deprived of their rights and pri vi log0s without due pr·o­ 
ees s 0£' la.w. We have ho.d to keap ·1.n mind tho provisions of the Gcrn:ivo. Con­ 
venti•Jn o.nd the posoibilities of rotCtlio.tory o.ction o.gcd.nst our people in 
Jo.po.nescJ ho.nds. But the one principle, o.b-:->ve o.11 other, which ho.s guid0d 
our o.ctions und mold8d our thinking is the balief tho.t there is o. pluca in 
this melting pot no.ti•:m of ours for all the people of r;ood will and demo­ 
cratic fo.i th who o.re now vri thin our bord0rs regardless Ji' thoir n~cial o.nte­ 
cedents. That is th0 hedrol",k pri nniple .on whi.l".lt we nre conduc.tin,e; our p1·0- 
grmri in th,0 War Reloco.ti9n Authority imo. whlch, as Din.:ctor of WR.A I will 
fight to dofond. 


