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-5?”425*“ THE FACTS ABOUT THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
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An address by D. S. Myer, Director of the War Re uﬁhorlﬁy before a
luncheon meeting of the Los Angeles Town Hall, L@ B, Eaag%foﬁ‘la Jan-
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the Middle West and the Fast do not really understas ap&hu.e—Amerlcan
problem, After living with a big part of that probleimr<d x-and day out
for about a year and a half, I am perfectly willing to. admit that it is
tough and complicated. But I still feel that it can be solved, And I be-
lieve that under the War Relocation Authority progrem we have alresady made
encouraging progress toward an ultimate solution.

Looking back over the past year and & half, I find that our operations
to date have included four major accomplishments. One was the establishment
and development of relocation centers where the people of Japanese descent
could be quartered following the evacuation. Second was a large-scale
screening process which we carried out at these centers in order to identify
those people whose records indicated that they might endanger the national
security., Third was the segregation program under which we concentrated the
potentially dangerous individuals and those who prefer to be Japanese ratler
than American in one center at Tule Lake, Fourth has been the relocation in
normal American communities of about 17,000 of the many thousands of evacu~
ees who provsd eligible to relocate under ocur regulationss

" This last accomplishment is the one in which I take the greatest sat-
isfaction and the one which is likesly Yo prove most important from the long-

- range point of view. Under our relocation program, the people of Japenese

descent who formerly lived in a comparatively narrow area along the West
Coast are now being gracdually dispersed across ths remainder of the country.
They are taking jobs on farms and in shops all the wsy from Salt Lake City
to Boston, Massachusetts. They are playing a valvable role in our war pro-

‘duétion effort and many are already sinking roots in their new locations.

As this process goes forward, I fesl confident we are moving toward the
liguidation of a most difficult minority problem.

Relocation is and always has been our major objective in WRA. It is
set forth as our primary function in the Executive Order under which we
operate and is reflected in the name of the agency. But it has nct been our
only concern by any means. Despite reports you may have heard to the con-
trary, we have also been deeply concerned about the national security. We
have recognized all along that there is in the evacuee population a caisiderable
minority of people who have stronger ties with Japan than with this country
and who might conceivably interfere with the war effort. And in conducting
our relocation program we have taken esvery precaution to prevent such people
from doing .any harm,

When we first received the evacuees at rslocation centers during the
summer and early fall of 1942, we had no records by which we could identify
the potentially dangerous or strongly pro-Japanese individuals in the popu-
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lation., We knew that in the months immediately following Pearl Harbor sev-

eral hundred alien Japanese of this type had bsen picked up on the West Coast

by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and sent to interrment camps. But

during the period while the evacuvated people were.in Army assembly centers,

we were not able to carry this screening process any further,: So we were .

faced with the problem of developing records and carrying out a screening y
progrem at the relocatlon centars, ;

The most’ 1mportant step in this process was a large scale registra- :
tion program which we carried out in collaboration with tha Army at the relo-
cation centers about a year ago. -All adult residents of the. contera were.
required to fill out gquestionnaires- Nthh prcvided informetion on topics
such as eduCleon previous employment, relatives in Japan, knowledge of. the
Japanese Language, investments in Japan, drganizational and -raligious affil-
lations, and even sports and hobbies. In addition, the citizsn evacuecs
were -asked whether they would pledge alleginnce to the United States, while

-alisn residents of the centers were called upon to promise that they would
.abide by the naflon s laws and not 1nteriere with the wdr effort,‘

.

All of thlo 1niormatvon has proved extrcmvly dqeful in. 1dﬁnt1fy1 g
those Wlth pro-Japanese symrath;es and those who might constituts a menace
to the natlonal safety., 1In addltlon we have made effective use,, in hun-
dreds . of cases, of 1nformatLon or the evacuees which we obtained from the
evacuatod arua-ufrom former ¢mployers, neighbors, municipal oiflo;al and
othcrs. We have consulted the files of faderal intelligence agencies and
have ussd any matsrial that was available in those:files. on adult residents
of ths .centers.’ We have built up our own records on the evacuees through /
our local polica or 1ntornul security systesm and from other seurces at the
cortters. o W .

In this way we havé accumuloted over a period of many months a large
amount of. detailed information on the background and aptitudes of practically
all evacueos beyond the age of 17 at the relocation centors. Through the use
of techhlques simitar tovthese whichohvve bsen employed aoy thi lntﬁlhqg“ncc
agencies over a period of years, we have been singling out theose members of
the evacuee populatlon.wnosu basic loyalties lie with .Japan.. Je have made
this comprehensive kind of check directly in connection with our ralocation
program. We have been granting ledve permits only after consultang A0
avaiiabla'@ata on the individuals concerned. And we:have consistently
denied the privilege of leave to those whose records indigated that they
were stroungly pro-Japancse or might endanger the sccurity of fhe Nation.

Within the past several months we have been earrying out, a sugzogatlon
program to separatp the evacuees who are ¢nb1131blu for leave 1n a cenfer by
themselves. We have segregated three major groups of people:. - (1) those who
have applied for repatriation or expatriation to Japan,. (2). CLtlzen gvacuees
who failed to pledge allegiance to the Unitéd States: during reglotrat* Ty« % ~
and;ﬁ(@): those with intelligence records or other records ind*catinw that
they might endanger the national security. In addition, ws det ermined, tha
immediate. family reletives of people in all threse groups should be accorded
the privilege of living at the segragation en‘cr ‘in order to avoid dis-
rupting fomily ties. - ‘

The segregation process is now virtually complstad. We still have a
few hundred people at Manzansr and some of the other centers who are await-
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ing transfsr to Tule Lake, and who will be moved in the immediate future.
But the main movements were carrisd out in September and October of last
Jeinrs. .. They involved the transfer of about 9,000 people--including segre-
gants and their families--into Tule Lake from nine other centers and the
removal of about an equal number of non-segregants from Tule Lake to the
other centers. Approximately 6,000 people remained at Tule Lake under the
segregation process,

Since November 1, the Tule Lake center has attracted a tremendous
emount of public attention~--more attention, perhaps, than all other WRA
activities during = 21l the months that we have been in operation. Since
Tule Loke has become such a focal point in our program--at least in the
public mind~--T want to spend some time telling you about the center, the
type of people who live there, and the eveats which took place there during
the first few days of November.

_ First, let me say a few words about the population. Tule Lake is, of
course, the center for disloyal evacuees. Most.ofithe adulit people there
have indicated either by word or action that they prefer to be Japanese
rather than American., But it is o mistake to think of the population at
Tule as composed exclusively of agitotors and potential saboteurs. Many

of the residents are aliens of advanced years who have simply given up the
struggle to become adjusted in this country and who want only to live out
the rest of their days in the land of their birthe. Despite their pro-Jap-
- anese leanings, very few of them, in my opinion, are actually troublesome

or dangerous. Then thers ic also ancther group at the center--perhaps the
largest single element in tie whole population--which is made up of children
and others whose records contain no evidence of disloyalty but who are livz
~ing at Tule Lake merely becouse of femily ties. These people, along with

" the aliens, prcbably coastitute a majority of the total population,

At the same time, however, it is true thot we now have at Tule lake
some of the most troublesome e¢lements that wers previously scattered among
ten relocation centers. Thers are, for example, a considerable number of
young American-born evacuecs who havo received the major part of their edu-
cation in Japan and who ssem to have becen thoroughly indoctrinated with Jap-
anese militaristic ideas. This group hes always been particularly malad-
justed at the relocation centers and is plainly out of sympathy with the
United Statess In addition, there are a number of young people, born and
educated in this.country, who have become embittered by the experiences of
the past two years and have decided to cast their lot with Japan.

Shortly after ‘the major segregation movement was completed, it be-
came apparent that there were at Tule Lake a conaiderable minority of uct-
ively disloyal evacuces who were mainly interested in hindering the Ameri-
ean war effort by interfering with the orderly processes of administration.
It was further clear, as time went on, that the cvacuses of this type had
bonded together in a tight, well-knit organization for the purpose of gain-
ing a dominant position in the community. The tactics employed by this
group were similar to those used by big city gangsterse. There were threats
of violence, terrorism, and all the other familiar techniques,
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On QOctober 15 o truck accident cccurred at thoe center in which 28
farm workers were injured and one subsequently died. The dissident.group..
immediately seized upcn this. incident and precipitated-a complete dtoppage .

- of work on the harvesting of vogetubles. Since we had a crop worth roughly
half a million dollars facing imminent destruction by frost; we decided to
recruit & number of evacues farm workers from ths other centers to complete
the harvest work at Tule Lake.

< This was the situation that vrevailed at the center on November 1
when the incident cccurred. Titeé ovents that took place on the afterncon of
that day have given riss to so many wild rumors and cxaggerated sbatements
that we have spent considerabls time and effort in checlking on the accuraey.
of all the major allsgations., We have interviewed 69 eyve-witnesses who
were present in various parts of the center on that afternoon. We have anal-
yzed the stotementd made by these witnesses, along with other evidence, and
are now in position to piece together a rsasonably complete story on the
events that actually occurred, °"V“f?l p01nts deserve specific comment

In the first place, the crowd which gathered around the administra-
tion building or the efterncon of November 1 was not an angry mob, It was
composed of whole family groups--men, women, and even little children--and
had been curmmoned out by an unauthorized announcement that I was going to
make a speech., It is now clear that this announcemsnt was made by members
of the dissident group for tho purpose of bringing a show of pressure to
bear on the adninistration. But there is no uvidencs to indicate that the
erowd as o whole was awars of theses plans or party to them. Essentially,
the crowd was dn unsuspacting btool which the orgonized group used in making,
a rather dramatic bid for power.

Another point which zmerges rather eclearly from the results of our
investigiétion is that the storiss about evecuces carrying knives and clubs
have besn, to put it mildly, greatly oxaggerateds Of the 69 péople we inter-
viewed, 34 made no comment regording weapons and 30 specifically denied see-
ing weapons of any kind. Of the remaining five persons interviewed, two
testified that they cach saw one evacuse with a knife of the whittling type;
two testified that they saw evacueces.with short pieces of pipe; and one test-
ified that she "thought" she saw evacuecs with butcher knlvps. ‘

The stories about incendiarism have even less factual basis. We have
discovered no tangible evidencs of such an attempt and have received no con-
clusive btesbimony that would tend to bear out the many wild allegations. Of.
the 69 witnesses interviewsd, only 20 commentsd on this question and 15 of
these specifically denied seeing incendiary muterials Three people testified
that they had seen evacuces carrying boxes, but were not able to identify the

contents. Two tostified that "friends hnd told them" about seszing evacuees”
carrying strow, -

Admittedly the situntion was tense at Tule Lake on the afternoon of”
Novembher .1, and we have never had any illusions that it was dot. But I,do
not belisve any fair-mirded person, after cxamining the evidence we have
collected,  would call this particular incident a riot, :

; 00 ‘ » “Ealy A ;

The events which took place on the evening of November 4, however,

ware of quite a different chgrocter., On that occasion, a group of ssveral
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" hundred evacuees, armed with clubs, entered the cdministration area in viol-

ation of an order from the Project Dirsctor and with obvious intentions of
vislenco. In accordoncs with previous arrengements, we immediately called
in the troops stationed outside Tthe center and asked the Army to take over
responsibility for internnl administration until the community could be
restored to a normal basis of coperations, : y

This tronsfer of responsibility was corried out under the terms of

a long-standing cgrecment we have had with the Wer Department covering the
administration of relocation centers. EREssentially, that agreement provides
for a division of labor bstwesn WRA and the Army. Undor normal circum-
stances, we are rssponsibls for all phasss of internal administration, while
the Army guards the exterior boundaries and checks the passes of pcople
moving in and out. However, when a situation arises--like the incldent of
November 4 ot Tule Lake--whers a show of force is neesded, the agreement
provides that we can call in the troops and turn the respounsibility for
internal administration temporarily over to the Army outhorities.

There have been three incdidenbs in evacuse centers over the past
year and a half which have been bermesd riots. As it happens, all of them
have occurred here in, the State of Colifornia. The first one took place
during the summer of 1942 at the Santa Anita Assembly Center under Army
jurisdiction. The second one odeurred at Manzanor o year ago last December.
And the third one was the incident of November 4 at Tule Lake,

The Manzanar incident of Decembor, 1942 was similar in many ways to
the recent Tule Laks disturbance., It woas caused primarily by a comparabtive-
1y small group of agitators and was culminated by the summoning of the
troops. On that occasion we started immadiately after ths troops had moved
in trying to get thé community back on a normgl basis, Wo rounded up the
troublemakers, isolated them from the rest of the vopulation, and eventually
moved them to a special isolation center which was established {irst near
Moab, Utah and later at Leupp, Arizona. Following the removal of these
troublesome elemsnts, Manzdnaq quickly beceme one of the most psaceful of
all relocation centers and has remailned so sver since., I bslieve you will
find that the people of Owens Valley have no particular apprchensions about
the center today even though thers are several hundred sagregents thsre
awaiting trensfer to Tule Loke.

At Tule we plan ;%o follow roughly the same pattern which was used at
Monzanar in restoring the community to an orderly basis. In this cass, we
are not moving the troublemaksrs outside the center becauss of traansportation
and other diffilculties. But we are isolating the troublmmakers as rapidly
as they can be identified in one section of the center which has been fenced
off from the rest of the community and will be guarded at all times. Wé have
also increased our internal. security staff. at.the center and have built a
fence between the evacuee colony and the administration area., With these
additibnel precautions, I feel confident that an orderly community con be de~
veloped at Tule lLake. I believe, as I have all along, that the majority of
the people thers, regardless of their notional sympathies, are interested in
living peacsably together and that they will cooperate toward that snd with
the administratidén, : g

Now that the segregation process has been virtually completed, we are
redoubling our efforts to speed up ths rslocation of people at the nine other
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centers., We arc hoping thot in the near future we will be able to carry
this job far encugh along so that it will be possible to closz one and per-
hops two of the relocation centers. And we clso have hopes that additional
closings can be made later as the relocation prﬂéram moves forward.

There has been a great deal of public misunderstanding about our
relocation program=--aobout its origin, its purposes, and the reasons why we
are placing so much stress upon its Much of the adverse comment that has
been madz is undoubtedly motivated by patriotic intentions, But it is -
based, I belicve, largely on fundamental misconceptions. And it -is produc-
ing results which may be most unfortunate for the democratic future of the
notion, ' ;

The idea of confining all people of Japanese descent in govermment
centers has bsen strongly advocated by a considerable number of individuals
and influential organizations oin the West Coast and elsewhere. The reason
most frequently advanced for such a course is that all people of Japanese
ancestry, regardless of where they were born and raissd, are basically dis-
loyal to the United States and sympathstic with the aims of militaeristic
Japan. I heartily disagree with that contention. A great deal is being
said about loyalty in connection with Japancse-Amoricans thesc days and much
of the comment, in my opinion, rspresents the loosest and most dangerous
kind of talk. Of course, thero is no way of guaranteeing the loyalty of a
person of Japanese descent, or, for that matter, of anyone.clse. Thore is
no way of entering into the innermostrrecesses of o person's mind and fathom-
ing his most fundamental atbachments and convictions. The most that you can
do is to judge a person's loyalty on the basis of the atbtitudes which he
expresses by word or action,

On such a basis, I belisve there is ample evidence to disprove once
and for all the notion that no person of Japanese ancestry can bs loyal to
the United States. There arc in the Army of the United States today about
9,000 soldiers of Japanesc descent nearly half of whom voluntsered for
serviccs One unit, known as the 100th Infantry Bottulion and made up ex-
clusively of second goneration Japanese-Amsricans, is now in action on the
Italian front and has already won ths highest praise for its bravery in com-
bat and its skill in the handling of weapons. Another unit, which includss
several hundred men whe volunteered for service from relocation centers, is
in training at Camp Shelby, Mississippi in preperation rfor active duty over-
seas.

The behavior of these men both in volunteering and in actual combot
provides striking evidence, it seems to me, where their real loyalty lies.
But if further proof is needed, let me read a fow excerpts from letbors
recently written by some of these men who are in the armed forces upholding
and defending our democratic form of govermment. This first one was written
from Comp Shelby by a young man who volunteered for service from the Heart

Mountain Relocation Csnter in Wyoming. Writing to his parents who are still

ot stielieienivegalileris 2ok

"The future welfare of you and all of us who hops to
remain in this land rests almost entirely on how the 1J0th, now
in action as the vanguard for the American Sth Army in Italy,
and the 442nd do in battle. We have got everything to gain by
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doing our'ttmbst in bdttle, nothing to loses We have a
chance to prove to all who doubt our loyalty and sincerity .
to this nation that we too dre Americans and therefore
entitled to live as Americans in the truest sense of the
word."

This next one was written by a sergeant at the front to the command-

ant of his training camp at home. He says:

‘"I am now waibing for the zero hour. This is the oppor-
tunity I have been waiting for ever since thet fateful day of
December 7, 1941, How can any red-blooded American forget that
day! We must and will, under the protection of Almighty Godeso
win over the enemy and once more bring peace to this troubled
world, so that those who gave thelr lives shall not have died
in vain. T hopn I con live wp to tho exnevbitions of you and
“dy feiendss.  And:bolievoige. L»willi? - itly:

Much the some attitude is expressed in the statement made by a young
doctor of Jopanese ancestry who is o Captain with the 100th Battalion in
Italy. Talking to a wor correspondent at en advanced field dressing stationm,
he said:

"The Japanese in the Pearl Harbor attack hurt us worse

than anyone. They did really a dirty job on all.the.dapanese-people
living in the United States. We pay and will go on paying a terrible price
for the sins of those Japansese. They made us lose the faith and trust o%
the American people. Now we men of Japaness blood in the United States Army
are trying to win back that faith and confidence of America. We are more
than willing, we are eager to fight the Germans, too. But it is not against
the Germans that we hold our primary grudge. It is against ths Japanese
Imperial Army, Navy, and Air Force."

In ths face of evidence like this, it is extremely difficult for
ro to understand how any rsasonable peruon can advocate the mass confinement
of all persons of Japanes¢ descent simply on the grounds of race.

Within the last few hours a specific announcement has been made by
the Secrestory of War concerning military service for Americans of Japanese
descent. 'As you may know, Japanese-American boys have not been inducted
into the armed forces through the usual Selective Service procedure since
February, 1942. Volunteers have been accepted during the past year, but -
there has been no involuntary induction. The Secretary of War has just
announced that, effective immodiately, Americans of Japanese ancestry will
be inducted 1rto the United States Army through the Selective Service system.
A list cof those acceptable for service has been prepared and the men on the
list will have their cases reviewed by their local boards; they will be re-
classified and called up for induction as their individual turns come. IT

'is expected that the men ‘inducted in this way will be added to the 100th

Battalion or the 442nd Combat Team and it is possible that other Nisei units
vaslIER RO e e R , ,

In determining to accept involuntary induotéesj the Army gives recog-
nition to the excellent record of the Nisei already in service. But even

0 NN EA T s LI ) b ) gy MRS (Lg% S e
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more significant is the fact that a minority group of Americans have had
restorcd to them individually the opiortunity of fulfilling one of 'the high-
est obligutions of their citizenship. It mcans much to the Nisei. It means
even more to American democracy. i '

I spoke earlier of fundamental misconceptions. One of them which
seems to persist, particularly in this section of the' country, is the notion
that the govermment originally planned o mass detentien of the ewicuses and
that the WRA relocation program represents o sharp reversal of previous gov-
ernment policye. I want to deny this emphaticallys  As evidence to the con-
trary, let me remind you that for nearly one month after the originel’ evacu-
ation order was first announced, the people of Japaness ancestry were freely
permitted by the Western Defense Command to leave the coastal area ond resct-
tle inland on their own initiative. It was only after thls-voluntary MOVe=
ment had given rise to difficulties that the controlled plan cf evacuation
and movenont: into jgovermment centers was put into effect. . As the War Depart-
meént has frequently pointed out, the sole aim of the: evacuation was to move
the people of Japanesec descent from a sensitive military area and not %o
put thom undsr lock and key.

Anoilvr highly important aspect of this question which is being over-
looked by many of those who urge mass debention is the repercussions that
such a stop would have from a legal and constituticnal standpoint. So far,
the Supreme Court of the United States has not ruled on the constitutional
validity either. of evacuation or of detention in government centers. The
Hirabayachi case which was decided last June merely uphcld the consbitutional
validity of the curfew orders imposed by the Western Def'ense Command at the
time of evacuation. The decision in that cease was unanimous, but it is sig-
nificent that Mr. Justic“ Murphy remarked, "This goes to the very brink of
constitutional powar." NMorsover, practically all lawyers are agreed that
the Constituulon provides no buSlb for o mass detention program involving
American citizens. This point was strorgly emphasized recently by Attorney
Genercl Biddle when he testified before congressional committees regarding
the implications of the Tule Lake incident. It was also brought out in a
recent Circuit Court decision on the case of Miss Mitsuye Endo. WMiss Endo,
who was an evacuee resident of Tule Leke in the period before it become a
segregation center, had applied for o writ of habeas corpus under the pro-
visions of the Constitution for releass. from the relocation center. The
court denied Miss Endo's applicotion but did se solely on the grounds that
WRA has a relocation program under which Miss Endo might have applied for
leave from the center without going through the courts. If we had no such
procedures and were engaged in a mass intﬂ“nmpnt program, the decision might
well have been different, ;

I do not .meon to imply merely that mass confinsment of the svacuees
would present somc rather oomplpcated 1egal prob]ems. It would Wdo  that;, . but
its uitimatn‘sigfific nce'is much greater. ISiwould 'mean. striliing ot the -
very: Heart of the constitutional safegnards which. oow protect every. lastuone
of us agelnst a;blfrnwv governental cotion.. And it would.mean<a. serious re-
traat fronithe nriveiplss 4 frecdom and justice on which this mation was
founded and which it lenow-ilhhbirr‘to dofend.  If weisingle out oncominor-
ity 2lermeént of our population and confine all ito'nehbérvinupply DM Cue =t
grounds 2f racd, we willibe-forfoiting ovr right to bs. rogardv anc evan to
regard ours 1vas as a truly democratic notion.
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During the ysar and a half I have spent in my presont Jjob, I have
learned a great deal about the Japansse-Americon problem in this country.
And most of my knowledgs, I assure you, has been goined ths hard way. I
have |learned, among othsr things, that there are in this scction. of the
country and elsewhere, many influsutial people and organizibtions who whill .
go to almost any length to reduce people born in the Unitsd States of Japan-
ese ancestry to the stafus of second-class citizens. In recent wesks and
months, these individuals and orgavizaticons havs been cqrrying on & persist-
ent and vigorous campaign :f rece hatred. One prominent newspoper chain
which has played a central role in this effort has baen especlally guilty
of bad faith and un-American tactics. The writers.and editors of this
organization huve scized upcen every opportunity tc distort the facts and
create widespread publie fears and animcsities toward the people in relcca-
tion centers. They have succeeded in creating the impression that WRA is
deliberately turning spied and sabotours locse upon the nation, that armed
evacuces are pouring into California in defiance of military regulations,
and that people at the relocation centers are being bebter fed than the
average American fomilys Therc is not one shred of truth in any of these
allegations.

Rogardloss of the stories which you may have tead, we insthe War
Relocation Authority are just as auxicus as ony Americans to see the mili-
tarism of Japan crushed and wiped from the fuce of the earth. And so, I
might add, ars many thousands of the people in relccation centers. But we
do feel that the wor should not be waged on American scil and that manifest-
ations of unressoning hatrsd toward the Japanese-fmsricans are not o necess-
ary part of our effeorts to defeat the empire of Jepuns In fact, 1t sesms
entirely plain to me that those who are deliberately stirring up fecsling
against the cvacueses are doing a sericus disservice to the national war
effort. They are providing the enemy with propaganda material to be used
in convincing other Oriental natisre that the United States is conducting a
rocial war, They ars fomenting hotreds ond fears at a time when united
action and cool concentrétion on the immediate job are more vitally needed
than ever before in our history. They are craating an impression of nation-
ol dissensior and disunity tha®t must be a stimulating tonie to the meorale of
the Axis rations. TIf tha same amcunt of energy and ingenuity thet have
been expended on these camnalgns of racial hatred had bsen charnelized
against the real eneny, I feel sure we would be much nearer thon we are now
to the duy of fimal victory,.

I am generally optimistic about uwltimate solution of the Jap&ﬁese—
Americon problem. In the heat of current emotisns on this issue, it may
help to restore persvective 1f we remember that the people of Japanese
ancestry in this country represent, after all, only a btiny fragment of our
total population--about one-tenth of cne perceut. Most of the ties which
this group now has with the culture of Japan are through the oldsr gensration
of aliens. As these people grodually die off and as the younger kencrution
born and cducated in this country grows to maturity, the situation will
change ropidly. I also feel that the relocetion program is a mast important
step townrd ultimate solution. As the people of Japansse descent who form-
ecly lived in this section are disperscd throughout hundreds of communities
in the Middle West and the Bast, sebtling as individuwal families or in small
groups here and there, I fecl certain that they con und will be integrated
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into the economy of the nation,

But I am deeply disturbed ahoub the growing trend toward racial think-
ing and discrimination toward minority greoups which seems to be developing
under the ‘stresses ond strains of the war. DBemocracy is never an easy form
of govermment., Even in peace timeé, it can be made to operate successfully
only if the pedople have the necessary energy, ingenuity and especially cour-
age tn make it work, It took courage to establish this democcratic nation s
of 'ours and it has taken courage to:bhuild it up %o its present high status.
Now more than ever before, courage 1s necded, not only in our national
leaders, but among our total population, if we are to emerge from this con-
flict without impbiring und sacrificing wome of our most cherished traditions
end prineiplesy

<

This is particularly true in connection with the Japarese-American
problem,. Bestuse of" the nature of the enemy in Japan, there is a natural -
tendency to substitute emotiorn fer clear thinking and hatred for understand-
ing in our efforts to deal with cur own people of Japonese descent. Ferse-
cution of minority groups, I havs always felt, stems largely from fear. And
fear unguestionably is the underlying cause fox much of the current agitation
on this issus--feor of ooonomlo competiticn and fear of a group that is nct
fully undbrs+ood.

In this conneection, I would like to read a few excerpts from a maga-
zine article recently written by a resident of this State.

SMWhpt-felghtonaine ot today ib-nobetheinecurevinglriss
riots, the economic pressures on 'minorities!, the intermment
of Americens of darker-skinned cncestry whﬁse loyalty to the
ideology of white supremacy is doubted, nor even the whole
scope and viciousness of ths recent growth of race hatreds and
the insidious hsginning of propagandism for o white alliance
for %self-protection’--not these so much as the white man's
sudden censciousness of his own fear of obher races of which
these are but manifestations. I con see no hope for any
'minority' group, nor even for democracy itself, in the exist-
ence of this fear. ' :

"People who are afraid are cruel, vicious, furtive, dan-
gerous; they are dishonest, malacious, vindictive; they destroy
the things of whinh they are afreid, or are destroyed by them.

The host who is efruid, hearing a noise in his kitchen, tiptoes
down the back obd’rs and blows out the brains of an ice-box raid-
ing guest whom he thinks is a burglar; the policeman who is . lc

afraid shoots the manacled prisoner who bends to tie his shoe
lace; the industrialist who is afraid hires thugs and murderers
to fight unionists; the cuopitalist who is afraid sabotages pub-
lic welfard; the politician who is afraid attacks leaders of
weokly supported causes to hide his own compromises; the states-
man who is afraid endeuvors to isolate his nation; and the gov-
ermnent head who is afraid fails in the execution of laws, both
; netional and intermational,
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".ossFgar moy ecsily bescome the great

this historic pericd. For the eventual peuc
dnd-thésecontinnebiod. .of ‘progresevdopend upe
ability to live in equality, integrity, and
civiligation where he is outnunbercd by peopl
races, It is imperative thot he be unafraid,

be no peace and little pregress."

Whether we like it or not, our handling of racial minority problems
is not strictly a domestic issue. The actions we take and the attitudes we
express will have 'and are having repercussions all arouad the globe. In
our program, for exomple, we have had to lkeep ceonstantly in mind.the fact
that we are dealing with Japansse nationals, in part, and that our treat-
ment ofnthésciptbple might-wsll wiffledt thu-réciproval!treatmehtoacnonrtdadeso
fmerican soldiers and civilians in the hands of the Japaness. Shortly after
the cutbresk of war, the govermmsnt of the United States and the government
of Japon agreed through ncubral diplemetic shannsls to meet certain speci-
fied standards in the trestment of each otherfs nationals who are inberned
or tempcrorily detained in goverrment comps., Thess standards are set forth
in the Interunational Convention which was signed at Geneva, Switzerland by
o number of govermments in 1Y29. They originally intended to apply to pris-
oners of war. DBut, by mutuol agreoment, the governments of this country and
of Japan heve extended the applicabls wrovisioas to civiljan notionals.
Shortly after the Tule Loke ineidewt the Jupuness government broke off nego-
tiatiors looking toward an exchunge of nationals uwtil the Spanish consular
representotives could investigate the conditions in reloeation centers. I
am confidert that the Spanish will find conditions in the centers generally
satisfactory ond thot they will eventunlly report this faet to Tokyo. But
this development does poiut up the very grave international implications of
our Progroms,

The War Relocation Authority has been aeccused of conductbing a "social
experiment” in its relocation program. Cn behalf of my own stuff, I want to
say that we are not quite sure what our critics mean when they use that
phrase, We have always felt that we are merely trying to do a complex and
rather thankless job ix the most practical way we can and at the same time
in harmony with the best pr neciples of our democratic past. We have had to
consider at ~ll times that we are denling with about 70,000 American eciti-
zens whoe counot be deprived of their rights and privileges without due pro-
cess of law. We have had to kesp in mind the provisions of the Gensva Con-
ventiosn and the possibilities of retaliatory aetion against our people in
Jopanese hands., But the one principle, above all other, which has guided
our actions and molded our thinking is the belief that there is a place in
this melting pot nation of ours for all the people of good will and demo-
cratic foith who are now within our borders regardless of their racial ante-
cedents. That is the bedroek prineciple on whieh we are condusting our pro-
grem in the Wor Relocaotion Authority und which, as Director of WRA I will
Fipht ol defend,



