1B
DEMOCRACY IN RELOCATION CENTERS A (9, (l;\
2 K :h
P G 4 ‘.. . ) -\-
Remarks by ' “D, AN 1
Jos. He Smart 2, 0 ) =

Educational Conference i
Heart Mountein Center; Heart Mountain, Wyoming
October 8; 1942

I am glad that the Chairman stressed in his keynote remarks the
fact that the Nation is at war; thet we are here engaged in an activity
vital to the present and long-time well-being of our Netion, end that
we are conducting a laboratory in democratie living. A few years ago
it was popular for educators in some quarters to profiss a disinterest
in spiritual and political values, and to offer students an array of
ideas in these fields like so meny dishes at a banquet from which they
ocould take their choice, >During that period meny of us were inclined
to sneer at religion, at patriotism, ana disparage the waving of the
flag and the expression of political beliefs. We have now learned,
to our sorrow that democracy, not so lightly earned, must be defended,

When I loft Denver I assumed that my part in this program wou}d
be to meke a few ocomplimentary remarks to you and to let you proceed
with your business as teachers; however, a discussion with Dr. Ade on
the trein yesterday raised a question which. I feel obligatced to discuss
herecs The question was poscd by the Superintendent of Schools at
Grenada, and was: '"How shall we interpre¢t democracy to a regimented
people 7"

This is a profoundly disturbing question and diffiicult of answer.
It has been gnewing at my mind since Dr. Ade raised it and I feel that

it must be faced squarelys It cannot be evaded because, in one form or
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enother, it is in the minds of all the people who arc in the relocation
dentors. One Jupenecse-fmerican boy saids "They tell us we arc citizens
of the United Statcs, but here we are set asidc from other citizons in
internment cemps; we have lost our rights of citizenship. What privilege,
then, is it to be an American?" Anothor seids "I am told that I have
the rights of o citizen, yut I cannot freoly leave the community center.
If you think you arc & citizen, just try to walk out the front gatc and
soe what happens to you."

Perhaps an experience of my own would serve os an enswer to these
boyss I hud forgotten to bring the badge which was ilssued to me the
first time I visited Heert Mountein ond when wre. Carter brought me to
the gate last night, he explained to the guerd thet I was the Regionel
Directors The Military Police said, "Who the hell is the Kegioneal Direct-
or? Where is his badge?" I, like any evocuee, had to have & pass to
enter or lecve the center. Either of us cen enter or leave if we comply
with the edmission and leave regulations. “

It is thc essence of democracy that our Government derives from
the people. In our Government, the peoplc rule th;ough their elccted
representetives, but we must remember that the rights of citizenship arc
meaningless without the responsibilities of citizenship, ond we have
learned thet every man must give up somo freed&m of movement and sacri-
fice individuel perogatives for the good of society and for himself as
o momber of society.

We arc pessioneately jeulous of our rights under the Constitution,
particularly the Bill of Rights which guarentecs our frecdom from dicte-
torship and recognizes the frec spirit of the individual men, But even

in the purcst domocracy there is no such thing as cbsolute freedom. Wo
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ere not free to trespass upon or to teke snother's property; we are not
free to drive our cars to imperil the lives of other people, or to do many
other things infringing upon the rights of others., Ours is é Government
of laws, not of men. We Americans have willingly surrendered many indi-
vidual rights because we know that if our representatives pass laws which
are unfair, we cen elect new represcntatives and chenge the unfair laws.,
In wartimes, restrictions on our freedom of movement are even mors neces-
sary than usual. Our boys are draftod into the armed services--in some
cases against their will--and scrve under restrictions which would be
intolerable to citizens in times of poaces We gladly submit to rationing
regulations, to deniel of the right to travel freely anywhcre and by any
means wWe choose, Wo submit to onerous war taxes and in meny waeys sccept
limitations on our individual end property rights because we realize that,
in & war for survival, the Commander in Chief must be frec to use thé
manpower and resources of our nation and to conduct the militery aspects
of the war in such & wey as to assure victory. These resirictions are
not regimentation = they are tho deliberate sacrifices of a free people
dotermined to win a war in which their frecdom is at stake. |

Meny of the eveocuees feel that in acocepting the situation in Whioh
thoy have been placed they are responding to their patriotio duty, end
they do so gladly end without criticism, meking such sezerifices as thoir
assigned roles require., All of them will do so if they fully rcelize
the significance, as well as the opportunities, implied‘in their situetion.

I would like to tracec bricfly the dovelopment of the cvacuce éro«
grem. You must romember that the western coast is a militery frontier
and a potential battle zonce For strictly military rcasons, the Japanese-

Americans, chiefly through an eccident of color, had to be rcmoved from



that coritical arve. If we wore inveded by Jepencse forces, the first
aim of thc inveder would have beon to compel our Jepancse~-Americens to
sorve their purposes; a few of them might have boen won by persussion
end others by durcss. Boceusc of thoir eppoerance, indistinguishable
except as to costumo.from the roal Japunvsc invaders, Japenose-Amecricens
would have been lisble to shooting on sight by their fellow Amcricuns,
or even by Japtnese soldicrs in the ovent of en invesion. If there were
no invesion wo would still heave the risk that caomy Jeapenese would land
on our westorn shores, as the Gormens did in the cast, and sct as spies
and seabotcurs whilc passing s good Japinese-Amcricanse It was obvious,
therefore, that the Jupancsc- Americans would have to leave this mili-
tary zono. Lt, Genoral DoWitt issucd the order cnd the evacucstion got
under woya

The point that I want to cmphasize is that the orders of the mili-
tory suthorities did not imply the disloyealty of the evecouces, or require
them to be placecd in intcrnment cempsy or cven in relocation ecutcrs such
£s We are operotings A certein few were picked up tnd placed in intsrn-
mont cemps becauss they were known to be cnemy cliens, or because they
hed boon employces of the Jopancse Government, but the vest mejority
worc simply told that thoy hed to loeve the militcry arsas ond wero free
to go wherever they willed.

After scvernl thousand hed voluntarily left the restricted areos
it boecemo gpparent that the removal of 120,000 peoplc, forced to leove
thoir homecs, property, end employment, snd move inlend in times of wor,
would be @« very horsh thing unless assistencc weres given. Booausc of
the attitude of many of our Caucasicn people it would also be difficult

for the vvacuecs to find employment inlund unless thoy werc given old
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tnd protections The procedurc of setting up the assembly centers as

g stop=-gap measure, and the relocation centers for more pormonent
roesidence; was for the sole purpose of faciliéating the orderly move-
ment of thesc people, to provids such assistance end protection as they
might require, end to give them o haven until thoy could find normel
places of rosgidence end employment.

It is wfortunate that many of the uninformed public still con-
sider these relocation denters as internment camps. %We should do all in
our power to dispel the misunderstanding, and perhaps this will best be
done through the recently announced liberal employment policies approved
by Director lMyer ard as expléined By him in his recent visit here. It
should now be clear to every evacuee that his movements are limited only
by his ability to find employment outside the centers, and by the atti-
tude of the'people end local officials in the areas to which he desires
to goe Thess faotors, which I have discussed, should determine our
attitude toward these people, as well as our obligations toward our
jobs and toward them,

Qur laws do not permit it and it is our duty to sce¢ that the
Japeanese=-Americsns do not become a regimented people. We erc fighting
a war to insure that the individual shall be frec, and that there.shéll
be no regimentation or oppression of minoritieé. Judging by the atti-
tude displaycd by you people herc, I am sure that we shall do nothiné
whilc evacuces arc in the centor to cause them to feel regimented, or
to causc any men to loso his soense of dignity as a free soul. Vie muét
remember that in administering this community we have no program, no
ideas, and no prohibitions to impose, and that restrictions and orders

should be limited to the minimum to provide safety and decent living
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conditions to evacuees residing here. In many ways your Project Director
is comparable to the Mayor of a city, end you-:on the administrative and
educational staff are comparable to city employees, whether elected or
appointeds As in any city, the Director must provide police and fire
protection, must have regulations safeguarding the rights of all the
evacuees, and in this, as in any ordinary town, the rights of the indi-
vidual are curtalled where they may conflict with the rights of &all.

But let us remember that city employees are the servents of the people,
and we are here to serve and assist rather then to impose our will upon
the residents, Infractions of the lew and violations of essential
administrative regulations must not be countenanced, but within the
framework of law, the residents should be free to make their own decisions
and conduct their own affairs, I do not thiﬁk that democracy needs to .
be interpreted to these evacuses-=it cannot be interpreted in speeches

or instructions. In the final analysis we do not interprel democracy,

we live it.

These folk who are temporarily our gussts will go from these
centers at the proper time, believing in democracy only if democracy has
been lived here. Let us remeuber again that the rights of a democracy
sarry with them responsibilities of @ demooracy. Nine-tenths of the
problems that will arise here and which will give greatest concern are
probably none of our business at all and should be passed back to the
people for solution. Self=-initiative and ability to work out one's own
affeirs are the traditional attitudes of Americens everywhere., The -
Japanese-Americens, because they have shared our life, share these
ettributes, Let us not soften them up and destroy that heritage by

thinking that we have to do things for them here which they have done



for themselves all their lives.

I am glad to see that the members of the aéministrative staff,
as well as the teachers, are in attendance at this first session of your
conference. We are all teachers, all educators; the man from the finance
division, or the agricultural supervisor, the engineer who works with
a c¢rew in rehabilitating your irrigation system, all must be instruments
in teaching and demonstrating that democracy is still the supreme way of
life. Teeching the precepts of democracy in your school rooms will be
of 1little aveil if we do not practice them throughout our work and play.
Togethor, we and the Jepenese-Americens are conducting o unique experi-
ment in democreatic living. I hope that all of us will approach our
tasks with tolerance, thoughtfulness, end patience. I wish you grea£

success in your purt of this venture, and joy in your worke




