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Wyoming 

I a.m glad that the Chairman stressed in his keynote remarks the 

fact that the Nation is at war; that we a.re here engaged in an activity 

vital to the present and long-time well-being of our Nation, and that 

we are conducting a laboro.tory in democro.tic livine;, A few years ago 

it was po pul o r for educators in some quarters tr, pr-of'e s s a clisintorest 

in spiritual and political values, and to offer students an array of 

ideas in these fields like so muny dishes at a banquet from which they 

could take their choiQe• During that period many of us were inclined 

to sneer at religion, a.t patriotism, and disparage the waving of the 

flag und the expression of political beliefs. We have now learned, 

to our sorrow that democracy, not so lightly earned, must be defended, 

When I loft Denver I assumed that my part in this program would 

be to make a few complimentary remarks to you and to let you proceed 

with your business as teachers; however, a discussion with Dr. Ade on 

the train yesterday raised a question wh i chc.I feel ob I ignted to discuss 

her-e , The question was posed by the Superintendent of Schools. at 

Granado., and wo.s i "How shall we interprut democracy to a regimented 

people 7n 

This is a profoundly disturbing. question and difficult of answer. 

It has been gnawing at my mind since Dr. Ado raised it and I feel that 

it mu~t be fQoed squarely. It cunnot bo evaded b0oause, in one form or 
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another; it is in the minds of o.11 the people who ar-o in the relocation 

centers. One Japancsa-.Amerioe.n boy said, "I'hey toll us w0 e.r e citizens 

of tho United Stutes, but hero WG ar e set a s Ldo from othor citizens in 

intornmont cumps j wu have lost our rights. of citizenship. What privilogo, 

thon., is it to be an American?" Another so.id; "I am told tho.t I hr.ve 

the rights of o. c i t i zen , yot I cannot; frooly leave tho c ommun i ty ccnt e r , 

If you think you aro a citizen, just try to wnlk out the front gate nnd 

see who.t happens to you. 11 

Pe rhaps an experience of my own would serve es fan an ewe r to these 

boys. I hud forgotten to bring the budge which was issued to me the 

first time I visited He ar t Mountain and when 1vir. Curter brought me to 

tho go.te lo.st night, he explnined to the guCtrd t hat I wc~s the Reg i.on s I 

Director. The Mil i t ary Pol ice su i.d , 11Who the hell is the Regional Direct­ 

or? Where is his budge?" I, like any evacuee, ho.d to have u pass to 

crit.e r or Le ave the center. Either of us c an enter or Le ave if wo comply 

with tho admission und leave regulations. 

It is tho essence of democrocy that our Government derives from 

tho people. In our Gove rnmcrrt , the people rule through their e Le c't e d 

representEttivos, but we must r-cmernbe r t hnt. tho rights of citizenship ar-o 

me an i.ng l.o s s without the responsibilities of citizonship, arid wo have 

- Lec rncd thc,t every man must give up somo freedom of movement and sac ri- 

fico individud pe r ogat tvc s for the good of society un d for himself as 

o. mombor of society. 

Wo ar o pas s i onc.t e Iy joulous of our rights under the Constitution, 

part.Lcul ar Iy tho Bill of Rights wh i ch guarnnteos our freedom from d i o t.r.» 

torship on d recognizes the free spirit of tho Lnd i.v i dua I man. But oven 

in the purest domoc r acy there is no such thing as o b so Lut e freedom. Wo 
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are not free to trespnss upon or to t e.ke EtnothGr' s property; we a r e not 

free to drive our cars to imperil the lives of other people, or to do many 

other things infringing upon the rights of others. Ours is a Government 

of laws, not of men. We Americans have willingly surrendered many indi­ 

vidual ri6hts because we know that if our representatives pass laws which 

are unfair, we can elect new representatives and change the unfair laws. 

In war-t i.me a , r-e s t r i o t Lons on our freedom of movement are even more ne o e s - 

aary than usual. Our boys are drafted into the armed ser-v i oe s-o-In some 

cases ae_;ainst their will--and serve under restrictions which would be 

intolero.blo to citizens in times of peace. W0 gladly submit to rationing 

r egul.e t Ions , to denial of' th0 right to travel freely anywhe r-e and by any 

means wo choose. ~vfo submit to ono r ous war taxes and in many ways acc cpt 

limitations on our individual s.n d property rights because we realize that, 

in a war for survival, tho Commandor in Chief must be freo to use the 

manpower and resources of our nation and to conduct tho military aspects 

of the war in such s. wo.y as to assure victory, These restrictions are 

not regimentation - they are tho de Li.ber c to sacrifices of u free people 

determined to win a wc.r in which thoir freadom is at stuko. 

M0ny of tho 0vncuees feel that in accepting the situution in which 

thoy have been placed they are responding to their patriotic duty, arid 

they do so gladly and without criticism, mak i ng such sc,crifioos as their 

assigned roles require. All of them will do so if they fully reclizs 

the significance, as well as tho opportunities, implied in their situation, 

I would liko to t r aco briefly the dovolopment of the evacuee pr o« 

grnm. You must romomber that tho western coast is n military frontier 

and a potential bo t t Le zone. For strictly military reasons, the Japanose­ 

Amorioans, chiefly through an accident of color, had to be removed from 
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thnt critical arua. If wo were invaded by Japanese forces, th0 first 

aim of tho invad0r would have beon to compel our Jo.panos0-Amvrioans to 

sorve their purposes; a few of thorn might have boon won by p<irsuHsion 

and others. by duress. Bc o auac of their uppo ar anc e , indistinguishable 

except as to costumo,from tho ronl -Japano eo invaders, Japnnose-Americans 

would have boon Li ab Lo to shooting on sight by their fellow Amc r i.c ans , 

or even by JRptnoso soldiers in tihc ovcn t of an invasion. If tihc.r-c wore 

no invusion wo would still have tho risk that onumy Jc,pcneso would land 

on our western shores, a s tho Ge rmsn s did in tho oo.st, erid net us spies 

and snbo+our-s while pe s s i.ng cs good Jo.punose-Amoricans. It 'NDS obvious, 

t.ho ref'o rc , that tho Jt.p1:.11osc- Amcr i.cen s would hnvo to Le ave this mili .. 

tnry sonc , Lt. Genc rrd DoiNitt Ls sued thli ordor end tho ovo.cuc.tion got 

und0r wo.y. 

Tho point that I wont to omphas i ac i~ bhrrt thu o rdo r s of t he mili­ 

tary D.uthorities did not imply tho disloyelty of the ovc.cuec s , or roquiro 

t hem to bu p.l a oo d in internment or.mps , or even in rd oc at i on cantors such 

us we c..rc ope r r.t.Lng , A oc r-t s in fow wore piokod up end pl ao cd in int,srn­ 

mont cumps be o au ao thoy we re lrnown to be enemy u l i.cn s , or boo auso they 

had boon empl.oyee s of t ho .Jupano sc Go vo rnmcn t , but. tho ves't mr.jority 

woro simply told thnt thuy had to Lo ave tho militc.ry ar-cus on d wore f'r oe 

to go wherever they willod. 

Aftor sovo rr.I thousc.nd had v o Lurrt e r i Iy loft tho restricted ure os 

it bcc amo appa r crrt that tho r cmovn l of 120,000 pe o pl c , forced to 101:.ve 

their homos, property, un d ompl oymcnt , and mov0 inlf:nd in timi::'S of wor, 

would bu c. vury hri.rsh thing unless nssL,tenco were given. Bcco.uso of 

thu uttitudc of muny of our c~ucnsiun pooplu it would o.lso bo difficult 

for the 0vncu0es to find employment inlund unlesr:i they wcro e.;ivun r.id 
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end protection. Thu pr-oce dur-o of setting up the assembly cerrt e r s as 

n st op-gap me asu ro , an d the r-e Locr.t i.on cunturs for mo r e pc.rms.nerrt 

rosidonco; wns for the sole purpose of facilitating the orderly move­ 

ment of t.he se pe cp.l o , to provide such r.s's i st.onoo £:.nd protection a s they 

might roquiru, s.nd to givo t.hcm a havo n until thoy could find n or-mr.I 

p l nc e s of r o s Ldonce c.nd employment. 

It is unfortunate that many of the uninformed public still con­ 

sider these relocation denters as internment camps. We should do al 1 in 

our power to dispel the misunderstanding, and perhaps this wil~ best be 
I 

done through the recently announced liberal employment policie~ approved 

by Dd re ct.or Myer arid ~$ explained by- him in his recent visit here. It 

should now be clear to every evacuee that his movements are limited only 

by his ability to find empl oyrnent outside the centers, and by the atti- 

tude of the people: and local officials in the areas to which he desires 

to go. These factors, which I have discussed, should determine our 

attitude toward thesu people, as well as our obligations toward our 

jobs and toward them. 

Our laws do not permit it and it is our duty to see that the 

Japanose-Amurice.ns do not become a regimented people. Wo arc fighting 

a war to insure that tho individual shall be rroc, and that there shall 

be no n,gimcntation or oppre.s s i on of minorities. Judging by the atti­ 

tude displayod by you people here, I am sure that wo shall do nothing 

while evacuees aro in the center to cause them to feel regimented, or 

to c au se any man to loso h i s sense of dignity as u free soul. Vfo must 

remember that in administering this community we have no program, no 

ideas, and no prohibitions to impose, and that restrictions and orders 

should be limited to the minimum to provide safety and decent living 
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conditions to evacuees residing here. In many ways your Project Director 

is comparable to the Mayor of a city, and you ion the admi.n i s t r a t Lvev and 

educational staff are comparable to city employees, whether elected or 

appointed. As in any city, the Director must provide police and fire 

protection, must have regulations safeguarding the rights of all the 

evacuees, and in this, as in any ordinary town, the rights of the indi­ 

vidual are curtailed-where they may conflict with the rights of all• 

But let us remember that city employees are the servants of the people, 

and we are here to serve and assist rather than to impose our will upon 

the residents. Infractions of the law and violations of essential 

admi.n iat.r a t Lve regulations must not be countonanced, but within the 

framework of law, the residents should be free to make their own decisions 

and conduct their own affairs. I do not think that democracy needs to 

be interpreted to these evacuoes--it cannot be interpreted in speeches 

or instructions. In the final analysis we do not interpret democracy, 

we live it. 

These folk who are t.ernpor-e r i Ly our guests will go from these 

centers at the proper time, believing in democracy only if democracy has 

been lived here. Let us remember again that the rights of a democr aoy 

c ar ry wit~·thern responsibilities of a democracy. Nine-tenths of the 

problems that will arise here and which will give greatest concern are 

probably none of our business at all and should be pa s se d back to the 

people for solution. Self-initiative and ability to work out· one's own 

affairs ar e the· traditional attitudes of Ame r i.o an s everywhere. The 

Japanese-Americans, because they have shared our life, share these 

attributes. Let us not soften them up and destroy that he r i t age by 

thinking that we have to do things for them .her-e which they have done 
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for themselves all their lives. 
I 

I am glad to see that the members of U1e administrative staff, 

as well as the teachers, are in attendance at this first session of you~ 

conference. We are all teachers, all e duo a t or s j the man from the finance 

division, or the agricultural supervisor, the engineer who works with 

a crew in rehabilitating your irrigation system, all must be instruments 

in tefaching and demonstrating that democracy is still the supreme way of 

life. 1'eachiug the precepts of' democracy in your school rooms will be 

of little avo i I if we do not pr-ac t i c e them throughout our work and play, 

Together, we mid the Japrrnese-Am<iricc.ns are conducting [t unique experi­ 

ment in democratic living. I hope t.ho.t all of us will a ppr oac h our 

tasks with tolepmce, thoughtfulness, an d patience. I wish you greut 

success in your par t of this venture, and joy in your work, 


