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Although my views are those of the War Depart ... , 

ment, I was not forced to come here. I am here at my own free will. 

Because I welcomed the opportunity. Let me explain to you briefly 

just what· I mean. 

'.."✓hen we heard of these West Coast acts of terrorism against 

the families of the men in our outfit while we were overseas, and 

the disgraceful incidents of veteran's organization refusing to 

accept returning veterans, we were really burned up. I asked for 

this job and I got it. So gentlemen, I stand before you tonicht 

first because I have an honest conviction of the true Americanism 

of these men , and second, because I am convinced that these intoler­ 

ances and prejudices towards race minorities present a real threat 

to our constitution and to the things for which we fought. 

I hardly know where. to start heaping praises on these men. 

During ·a.11 the phases of our training and in combat, and in all 

departments of soldiering the Japanese American soldiers of the 

442nd Combat Team have either stood 2£. par with other comparable 
I 

units, or stood head and shoulders above them. Verification of 

this statement can be found in many sources. Some of the more 

important of these sources are as follows. First, by examination 

of the efficiency and tr~ining records established while at Camp 

Shelby, Mississippi. Second, by examination of actual combat re­ 

cords in Italy and in France. And third, and probably the most 

important one to be reckoned with is what other combat units with 

whom these men fought alongside of in Europe, have to say about 

tho Four Four Two. 
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It will not be necessary to dwell at too great a length on 

our training period. The challenge to excel was ever present from 

start to finish. Tri either a lesser or to a greater degree each 

man knew the Four Four Two was a segregated unit, marked for ·in­ 

tensive observation by the War Department and by the public. He'r e 

was the opportunity to prove to a prejudiced Wost Coast minority, 

yet a minority that was a beginning to carry some weight, that the 

Japanese Americans were at least as eood as any other group of 

American soldiers. And . prove it they~~ flyin& colors, 

£Z either coming ~ to ££_ EX_ surpass;ing ~ military and physical 

standards_~.£ training. So much for our training period. And now 

we co me to our combat record. 

Once aga In the same challenge we had in training was present 

as we prepared to go into combat; the challenge to prove to every­ 

one that we were as good as if not bet t o r- than any other combat 

unit. In addition to this an added incentive to excel was present. 

The 100th Battalion, composed of Japanese AmQricans, which had 

preceded us some seven or eight months into combat, had achieve~ 

an outstanding record. Here was a standard for us to parallel or 

to surpass. The 442nd Combat Team did just that. Before the end 

of the first concerted effort by the combat t e am as a unit, the 

new units had learned tho hard way as all new units do. By the 

time w,e roached Pisa the successes of tho 442nd had paralleled 

those of the 100th. From that time on the two uni ts were integrated 

·into one fighting unit of regimental strength. Suffice it to say 

at this time the long hard push from Oro sseta to Pisa .was ~tudded 

with stories of outstanding unit and individual performanc~s. 

Shortly after Pisa, higher headquarters withdrew the 442nd 
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from the Italian front and we were sent to eastern France in the 

Alsace-Lorraine region where the fighting was very heavy. Once 

again we had a learning process to go through,. al though the outfit 

by now could be called one of seasoned veterans. We had been 

fighting in rocky mountainous country. Now we had to fight in a 

heavily wooded country. Hero once again the outfit learned and 

learned rapidly in what was probably the ruggedest fighting we 

encountered. Even though fighting throuch mountainous country in 

Italy was tough, the heavily wooded areas in F ranee where a man 

could not see te~ fest ahead were tougher. In addition to this 

we had extremely ~iserable weather with which to contend. It is 

here in France that many stories of outstanding individual and 

group performances are recorded. I mention only two of these 

group performances at this time. 

Tho first concerns the many times told story of the rescue 

by the 442nd Infantry of tho 11tost Battalion of World War II" 

a battalion from the 36tµ Texas Division. It is just merely 

another story of dogged determination to get the job done, to get 

to and rescue a battalion that had been cut off from the larger 

unit. Shortly before this action took place I was hit by shrapnel, 

so I was not actually present at the rescue. However, I do know 

that this rescue was offocted under extremoly adverse conditions 

of w ea t he r , loss of sleep by the men and tho fact that tho 442nd 

had been in the lines some 20 days without a rest. Needless to s ey 

in getting this job done, wo suffered extremely heavy casualties. 

To make this a little clearer, I might add that the number of 

casualties we suffered was greater than t ho number of men we rescued, 

The next outstanding unit action ~oncerns two platoons 



assi5ned to do a special job and tives me an opportunity to 

throw out my chest, since I was the platoon leader of one of these 

two platoonsi The place was near Brqyeres,. France. The situation 

was as follows•- the two forward companies of our 2nd Battalion 

had gone so fast that they had by+pa as ed {}.lite a few elements of 

Germans. This left what is know as a "po o ke t of resistance 11, that 

was causing considerable trouble with t.he eupp Ly lines and with 

the reserve elements of tho 8hd Battalion. At this time the 

reserve company of the 2nd Battalion, F Company , 1-,,ad. its' hands 

full and could only spard ono platoon to clean out this pockot. 

'I'h i s was not enough man t.o do the job. So a platoon from tho 

3rd Battalion was borrowed to assist in tho clean up, tho 2nd 

Platoon of Company L, my platoon. It would be quite difficult fo·r 

me to paint you a picture of tho action that onsuod, so to uso a 

baseball expression, I'll just g;i.Vo you tho box score. A conserva­ 

tive estimate of one hundred Germans killed, wounded or captured, 

and tho majority of these on.e hundred Gormans 'NERE NOT captured. 

Our losses -- three casualties between tho two platoons, no one 

killed. At this time each of our platoons consisted of about 

25 men. Of course I realize tho grace of God must have been with 

us and that tho coordination with Lieutenant Brown's F Company 

plato9n worked out remarkably well. But tho thing that made this 

action so successful was the aggrossivcness of the men, the 

determination to close with th~ enemy: and get the job, done. I 

I would hardly know where to pay any individual tribute for that 

day's work. Every man was in tho fight giving his all. 

Earlier in my talk I said that tho men in the 442nd either 

s toed on par with or s toed head and shoulders above other c ompar-ab Le 



-5- 

combat uni ts. To substantiate t h Ls I have described briefly our 

training and our combat records. If you wi'll recall, I spoke of 

the appraisals of the Japanese American soldiers by other units 

whom vrn fought alongside of, as being probably .the most important • 
thing to bo reckoned with, Let me clarify this statement simply 

by saying -- ask any old soldier or officer of the 34th, 36th, 3rd, 

45th Divisions, or any other outfit that wo have fought alongside 

of in Franco or in Italy, what they think of the Japanese American 

soldiers. 'J.1heir praises and high regard for the Four ~ Two 

never cease. Thi~ to me in tho last artalysis is the roal criterion 

as to the Americanism of the Japanese American soldier, tho high 

appraisal by tho other units of Caucasian soldiers with whom th~y 

fought. A word to tho wise I believe would be in order at this 

time. It wouldn't socm advisable to make any remark to the effect 

that, 11a Jap is a Jap11 regardless of where he is bo r-n , You might 

just be talking to a veteran who fought alongside tho Four Four Two 

in Italy or in Franco. To use tho quotes of anothQ,'r, 11~ ~ 

tho Slant of ~Man's Eyes That Count,_l)ut th~ Slant of tho Ho .. art." 

And now, I bring you to what Ls probably the most amazing 

thing regarding these men's performance in combat. It is the way 

they hav o g.ono forth into battle and gotten tho job done, whilo at 

tho samo time overcoming a terrific mental stress and strain imposed 

upon them, tha~ E£ other group of soldiers~ had to contond ~i 

I refer to the anti-Japanese American sentiment, tho internment 

and intimidation of thoir families, the thought of 11What are we 

fighting for and what do we have to come home to?", tho refusal to 

accept returning veterans into veterans organizations and many 

other things of this nature. Gentlemen,~ is not Americanism~ 
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This is not what we've been fighting for. We must take our hats 
I 

off to these men who fought so gallantly uride r such a p ayc ho Lo g Lc a L 

handicap. 

At this time, I would lilrn' to mention a few personal names 

and incidents that happened within my company and within my platoon 

And at tho same time I want to make apologies for omitting many 

outstanding pe r-ao na L exploits. I am sure you realize that due to 

tho haziness of many incidents, regarding the time and the place 

and in. view of tho numerous outstanding performances I could not 

mention them all. Starting closest to home and working back I 

mention my platoon sergeant, Technical Sergeant Dick Otsubo. 

Throughout training and throughout combat he continually displayed 

tho highest qualities of a soldier and of a leader. This was 

particularly true when he had charge of tho platoon during my two 

week period of hospitalization in eastern France. On tho strength 

of tho f inc and courageous leadership he displayed during that 

period ho was rocommondod for a field commission. Two days before 

he was to have received this commission ho was kd LLo d near Sospcl, 

Franco, by an artillory shell as we wore moving up to reliovo 

another unit. The next man I'd like to toll y9u about was Sergeant 

Otsubo's successor, Technical Sergeant Albert Nakama, a man that 

was always grinning ovon in tho face of doath. Sergeant Nakama 

started out as my platoon run~or but it was apparent from the start 

that ho was capable of a more responsible job of leadership. 

However, don't get tho idoa that a platoon runner's job is not on c 

of responsibility. A man who can convey messages accurately and 

who c an find his way around in the heat of, battle, is a mighty 

wonderful person to have, and I had just such a man in Staff 
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Sergeant Masa Okamura who is probably now Technical Sergeant Okamur~ 

having taken over Sergeant Nakama.1s job when ho was sent homo under· 

Army's discharge point system. I would like also to pay tribute 

to Staff Sergeant Ray Murata ~lm acted as a scout and an outstandin~ 
' 

one thro~ghout most of the Italian and French campaigns. You 

might bo interested to know just what the duties of a scout arc in 

combat. A scout probably has the mo st dangerous and di sagreeablo 

job in the infantry. By this I mean he is a Lways out in the front 

of his unit, sometimes creeping, sometimes crawling but always 

searching for the enemy. Naturally ho is going to be the first 
I 

man to be fired upon. Aggressiveness and plenty of guts at all 

times arc tho pre-requisites of a good scout. Quite often it is 

the solo job of~ scout to draw enemy fire thereby mo.king him 

disclose his position. l ropoat Sergeant Murata did an outstanding 

job as a scout ,throughout most of the French and Italian campaigns. 

I could go on indefinitely tolling you stories such as this. 

Up to this point I have spoken only of the Japanose~Amcrican 

soldiers in the European theator of operat~ons. This is becauso 

my oxporionces have been with them~ Let mo now give you a few facts 

regarding tho Japanese-American soldiers in tho South Pacific. And 

you m~y rest assurod that what I have to say is authoritative. 

There have boon from three to five t.housan d Japanese-American 

soldiers in the South Pacific, scattered throughout various outfits 

and'doing various jobs, most of which were very hazardous. For 

reasons of military security, it has not been possible for the War 

Department to release many stories on their activities, such as 

those stories on the 442nd. Novertholoss tho work they have done 

in getting enemy information and in persuad~ng large numbers of 
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Japanese to surrender, has shortened tho Pacific war immeasurably~ 

In addition to this, they have continually'beon subjected to the 

possibility of being shot by our own men. 

I would now like to re&d you at this time some excerpts from 

a talk by Major-General Bissoli, Assistant Chief of Staff.given at 

Fort Snelling, Minnesota whore' Japanese-Americans arc trained in 

Army intelligence work: 

11In outlining the work of. tho graduates in tho past, General Bissell 
told on his recent tours to the ba t t l o fronts throughout the world ,. 
and of his conversations with such loaders as General MacArthur who, 
testified to tho 'indispensability of tho Nisei under combat con- 
d L t ions in tho Pacific.' 

'From captured Jap documents they have gleaned valuable information 
that permitted our forces to go on to victory with the saving of , 
many hundreds of lives,' General Bissell reported field commanders 
as saying. 

'They have gone into caves to persuade hiding Jnps to come out 
and they brought out a groat many captives. But some of tteso 
School graduates never came out. And others followed them knowing 
that they too might bo killc.d.1 

General Bissell declared that I tho record of all Nisei in American 
armed forces is 1a record of which every American can be proud.' 
HQ told tho School's students that if anyone ever· questioned their 
loyalty to America. thoy shouldn't oven bother to .J.nswer them back. 

'All Amorica will soon know of tho Ln t cn e o loyalty of tho Japanese­ 
American soldiers who arc serving and will. servo their country in 
tho defeat of her enemies and the establishment of world peace,' 
General Bissell emphasized. 

And here is one last item which is indeed very interesting: 

'Tho Ni soi of this school will be absolutely essential to tho 
successful occupation of" Japan and to the winning of tho peace,' 
General Bissell said emphatically. 'just as tho former graduates 
served as tho vital connecting link botwoon Allied soldiers and 
tho Jap an o s o in combat, 1 General Bissell explained, 'tho Nisei 
will serve as tho language bridge betwaon tho Allied occupation 
furces and tho 80,000,000 people of Japan.' 

We t.bo ug ht we closed a deal when we finished tho war on both 

fronts, but this is rather debatable when some of the things for 
• I 

which we fought are being attacked back hero at home. If we per'ITlit 
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t.he s s intolerances and prejudices to continue towards our race 
. 

minoriti~s, we are establishing a precedent which is a real throat 

to our Constitution and to tho Bil:}. of Rights. Because remember 

this, we are all a member of one minority g~oup or andther~ 

In other words, then no one will be oxompt from oppPcssion by 

the majority. 

In conclusion lot my words be simple and short -· With This 

Magnificent Record tho Jopanose-Amorican Soldiers Have Made, Who 

Can Say Those Men Aro Not Americans? If 'I'he s e Mon Can Do What 

'11hoy Did In ·:Jinning the Peace, How Can Tho re Bo Prejudico Against 

Thom? Gentlomon, Herc Is A Challongo of Americanism Directed 

Towards You. It Is Not Enough For You To Merely Accept.This 

Situo.tion Mentally, But Rather To Go Forth And Preach Tho Gospel. 

In Other ·:✓ords, It Is Up To You To Carry Tho Ball From Hore On In. 

~Is~ Real Ch4llcngo Q! Democracy. 


