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I A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECtOR OF THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

\ 

The lifting of the blanket exclusion orders by the Western Defense Com­ 
mand is undoubtedly the most signifir.ant event 'since evac_uation both in the 
lives of the evacuated people and in the program of the War Reloc.ation .Author- . . . . . \ 
_ity. To "the great majority of the evacuees, it means full r-e s t.o r at Lcn of the 
f'r eedcm of movement which is enjoyed by all other loyal. citizens and law-~bid­ 
lng aliens in the United States. To the Wa:t Relocation Authority; it signifies 
the beginnini;l of the final phase of the relocation program. 
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Our prime objective in WRA, as always, is to r-es t o r-e ·the p eop l » residing 
in relocation centers to private life in normal communities.· The lifting of 
the exclusion orders makes it possible to brokden the scop• of this program 

. and put it. for the fi r-s t, time on a completely na't Lo nw.i de basis. Within the 
next .few weeks. WRA will establish field relocation offices at key points in 
the· ev acuat.ed area and will extend assistance to those who have good. eason, to 
return. .At the sam e time, we shc1.1:1 also continue our relocation offices .an d 
assl·stance for those 'Who wish to locate in o ther- p ar-ts of the country. 
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. Al.though the WRA ls now entering the fi'nal. · phase of its p r o gr-am, the re­ 
loc_ation centers will not be closed immediately. All of them will r e m.af n in 
op e r-at.Lon for several morlths so that all - the residents will have r-e aao n ab Le 
and ade.qu a t e :time and opportunity for the. development o·f ·sound relocation· 
plans. 

During the period ahead, many .of the :f'.aclii ties at t-h e centers will. h_ave 
t.o be. sh.arply .'curt.ailed as the population declines. ·schools, 'ho vev e r , will be 
continued through the current school year. This will enable families· with. 
school-:age children sufficient time to plan. their relocation so th.at the pupi l:s 
may reenter school in their new communities at the beginning of the :(all term. 
All the. really essential services at the centers, LncLu d Lng mess op e ra t.Lo na, 
housing, ~d medical care, will of course be provided until the. time each ce n-, 
ter actually closes. 

\ 

· The re-opening of the ev acuat ed area and the broadening of the relocation 
program come at a fortunate time for the evacuated people. Largely as a re­ 
·sult of the· splendid record which your sons, ·brothers, _and husbands have a­ 
chieved in the armed ·services, the American publ le ha s . come increasingly to a 
recogn"i tion of the essential tood faith and loyalty that characterize the Qrf:at ma­ 
j ori t7 of people of Japanese de aeenv, Today the evacuees as a group have more 
friends and supporters throu~hout the N_ation than at any previous time. They 
are being accepted. in hundreds of communities as fellow-workers, friends, .and 
neighbors.. The removal of the restrictions th.at formerly applied in the West 
CC)ast area urtderscores this growing public acceptance and should help to bring 
about even more w id esp read reco·gDltion of the fact th.at the great m_ajorl ty. of 
the evacuees are loyal and law-abiding people •. 

It ls .fortunate, too, that the WRA program enters its final phase at ·a 
time when .there 1s a. good demand for workers in war plant..s., in cl vilian goods 

_productioh, in service cccupat.Loas , and on t.he farms. Both· from the st.andpoin.t 
of the 11.ation,al welfare and ·the evacuees I long-range economic security, it is 
highly important that the people now resi~lng at the relocation centers m_ake 
the t.ransit1on baok. to private life at a time when. employment opportuni tie·s 
art still plentiful. 
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Recognizing that there are a number of people in the relocation centers 

who have, not, been. able to· relocate previously .because· they are :incapable of· 
self-support, the War Relocation Authority is now making intensive efforts to 
meet this problein by mobilizing facilities and resources that are available 
for public as.sistance · in normal communities throughout the Nat.ion. Special 
'funds have beeri provided by Con gr e s s through the Federal Security Agency for 
the assistance of needy people who have been displaced from their homes by re- ., 
·strictive governmental action. All. evacuee:s -~ both citizens and alien·s -­ 
w_ho' are· in rieed of such as s I's t arrce are eligible to apply .fo r- it under the terms 
-of this·Federal law. In addition; old age assistance and grants to certain 
other typ·es of handicapped people are avail able to both citizen and alien: evac­ 
uees a~ they are to all persons who can qU;alify under the regular p r-o gr ams of 
the Federal ·securitl' .Agency. In the development of Lnd Lv l du ak or fa.iilily r-e Lo-. 
cation plans "at the c errt-e r-s, the Welfare Section will give special attention 
to those who li\ay need ·some form of· public: assds t.an ce after relocation.. 'In all 
c aaes o:r··this kind, the sp e c'Lf'Lc needs of the family or individual. wi'll be pre­ 
sented in advance .of r-e Loc at.Lo n through the WRA field office to the appropri­ 
ate agency in the cominuni ty of proposed resettlement.- Wherever Lrid'I'v-Ldu aks or 
'families find themselves in need of public assist_ance af·ter relocation,· the 
WRA field offices wHl ·help to· fac1litate arrangements with the appropriate 
state or local agency. In view of the funds ·that are available' and the ar­ 
rangements that are being made, the War. Relocation Authority -f'e e Ls .wholly con­ 
fident, th.at no . evacuee will be deprived of adequate m ean s of subsistence by 
reason of the closing of the centers. 
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I.t is possible that some evacuees who have relocated outside the ev.acu-, .. 
ated area will now wish to _avail themselves of the opportunity of returning ·to 
their fo rmer homes.. The final decision. as to. whether this is the best thing 
to do rests with the indi v Ldu a l, relocatee. Many have homes, business, connec-, 
tions, or· close personal friends in tpe eV;acuated area and will be anxious to 
get, -back to .them. On .the other hand, many. r-e Lc c at.e e s nave found n ew friends 
.~n<i mucp.gr~ater opportunities, bath. social and economic, than they enjoyed 
prior .t o evacu at Lonv . There is .evf;ry indication that· these greater opp o r bun L, 
ties _.wi.ll continue for most persons. The WRA b q l Lev e s .t h at, _all relocatees 
should qarefully con s Ldez- all factors before breaking their present c'orme c t Lon s 
and mov.ing back to their old home communities. It should be remembered tnat 

_t,he entire West .Coas t area h as undergone· 1a tremendous ch an g e since - evacuat Lon , 
Hundreds of. t,housands .of war workers have moved into the area. Housing is ~ilf­ 
ficu.lt·. to ob t.a Ln and living,cond.i:tionsare·extremely•coniplex. an d t e xp en s Lv e ; 
M_any z:elocatees will find that it will be much easLe r- and mo re advant.ageou s to 
have ·Center· f:amily members join.them in their present location than to di·slo­ 
·C•ate themselves again· to return to .something new and unt'ried~ · 

.. •.•:: '.- 

.I:f after careful consideration and in.vest•igation the relocatee- de·cides to 
return to his former ·home •he should· see his ·1oc al relo·cation -officer. :: The 

' ' . 

. J\uthori ty .will', furnish the usual types of relocation as·sis~ance, to' such people 
provided. they have.asound·plan· for.'resettlement·in the evacu'ated·•area an.d pro.;. 
vided that certain other requirements,· s~ch as· tho.se·. of the War Manpower.·Com..:. 
mission, are met. This assistance will be available for the duration of the 
~elocat_ion p~gr:am 11-nd there· will. be no. ·need to mak,e h ast·y decisions in order 
to• g1.1:alify fo.r ,it. · It ~ill be available on1y,1n· the. f.i,eld · and cannot be ·ob..: 
t_ained if the- ev,acuee ·returns to a relocation· c·enter- or· the··evacuate·ct area 
without the·. approval of .the ,.relocation offi'cer •. : .• ' !'t: 

Those relocate.a evacuees who have cl·ose family re la.ti ves still·· resi<Hng 
.l\:t the centers and who need to consult with these famil¥ m.ember-s in the development 
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~f relocation plans may apply at the nearest WRA field office for permis- 
sion to visit the c~nter. How~ver, in view df the War Manpower Commission 
regulations governing job transfers and the congested transportation facilities 
in the vicinity of the centers, it is exceed.l,.ngly important that all relocated 
•vacuees desiring to return to the centers at this time actually obtain such 
advance appr-o va'l , . Those. who attempt• to come back withou't it may be· denied _ad­ 
mission to t·he center and m_ay become ineligible 'for all future r e Lo'c atd cn _as­ 
sistance. 

• 

More·. detailed Ln f'o r-mat, ion on the p'o Lf c Le s and procedures which the Wai: 
Relocation Author! ty will follow in the final· phase of its prdgralli,' · Lnao f ar- as 
these have now been determined, is contained in the attached bulletin. As 
additional policy decisions are made and procedures further c Lar-Lf'Le d , every 
effort will be· made to provide the essential information both to the people at 
the relocation centers and to those who have relocated • 

. - 
Ih conveying this message to you, I warrt to express my sincere. apprecia- 

tion of the fi'ne, c_ooperative. attitude which has been d Lap Laye d by the over­ 
whelming majority of the evacuated people over the past two and one-cbal.f ye_ars 
under the most trying of circumstances. All of you' who have already left the 
relocation c errt e r s or who will be le.aving · in the next several· months have my 
very best wL:;hes for a successful and sat.isfylng life in the communities where 
you: choose to make your homes. 

%.if? .· 
_ . • · Direct 
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SUMMARY OF WRA POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
FOR THE FINAL PHASE OF THE RELOCATION PROGRAM. . . 

Now that. the b.Lan ke t exclusion. orders have beeh lifted, the War Reloca- 
• tlon Authority has made a number 6f basic policy decisions covering the im­ 

mediate future of its program. These decisions. are: 

(11 WRA assistancewlllnowb.e made. available for relocation in the evacu­ 
< ated area on the same basis as elsewhere. 

(2) A:)..l reloca,tion centers will be closed within a period of six months 
to one year after·the revocation of the exclusion orders •. No center, 
however, will be closed without three month's advance notice to the 
residents. 

(3) Essential services at the relocation centers -- food, housing, and 
. medical care --·will be provided until the centers close. Schools 
will be mairitained at the centets through the end of the present 
school year • 

., (4) Relocation in areas outside the evacuated zone will continue. 
(5) WRA assistance will be extended, within certain prescribed limits, 

to evacuees who have previously relocated and who now wish to return 
to the evacuated area. 

(6) There will be no further processing of evacuees for leave clearance 
and leave permits will no longer be necessar.y for r e Loca t.Lon ," Relo­ 
cation assi~tance, however, will be made available only to those 
whose relocation plans are approved by WRA. 

(7) Arrangements·will be made with appropriate state and local agencies 
to provide pub lie assistance throughout the country for those evac­ 
uees wno are incapable of self-support. 

RELOCATION ASSISTANCE 

Relocation offices will be established in the immediate future at key 
points throughout the evacuated area.· These offices, like those already func­ 
tionir.g in other sections of the country, will assist relocating evacuees in a 
wide variety of ways tci become. satisfactorily established in the communities 
where they decide to make their homes. In this effort the field offices of 
WRA will call on the resources and facilities. of a great many public and pri­ 
vate agencies which have indicated their willingness to cooperate in th~ relo­ 
cation program. Relocation offices, both in the evacuated ar-e aand elsewhere, 
wi 11 be maintained for a ~riod of not m_ore than :,\to months after all re loca­ 
tion centers have been closed. 

Travel arant• will hereafter be made. a.vailable to all evacuees whose re­ 
location plans are approved by the War Relocation Authority •. This will apply· 
both to those, who are leaving the centers for the first time for relocation to 
any part of the country and those previously relocated who have an. approved 
plan for resettling in the evacuated area. 

Relocation aranta and subsistence while en route will be provided to 
center residents, as previously, only uppn application and on the basis of 
actua 1 need. 



,, 
Leave permjts will no longer be required of evacuees wis.hing t.o leave the 

relocation centers for purposes of relocation. However, those whq le~'(e'fitq-. 
out having their relocation plans approved by the WRA, will not oe eligible 
either for relocation assistance or for re-entry to the center. Se~ian,1 
leave _and trial indefinite leave will no long,er be available. Short-term 
leave will be retained in .Lt s present form. T~avel for the purpose of i.pve!:l­ 
tigating relocation opportunities Lri the evacuated area, however, will b~ ~t 
the evacuees's own expense. 

Vjsjts to r e I oc e t i on centers, either by relocated ev acue e s o_r by residents. 
of other centers, for the development of family relocation plans must be ap­ 
proved in advance by the 'Pr oj e c t, Director of the center "1h'ere the visiting 
ev acue e i r-es Lde s or (in the case.of relocated evacuees) by the nearest WR.A, field 
office. These who undertake trips of this• kind without obtaining such approval 
may be. de n Le d adm t s s I on to the center and may become ineligible for all future 
relocation assistance. 

Re-jnductjon for residence at the centers will no longer. be pos sLb Le once· 
an evacuee has left for the purpose. of relocation. 

PROPERT~ ASSISTANCE 

Tr~nspor tat ion o_f househ'old goods and personal e f l"e_c ts, like_ tr,~vel _ "'~;.., 
. sistance, will hereafter be available to alLrelocating. evacuees w:hos.e relo.~~­ 
t ion plans are appr-ov ed by WRA. This will. include transportation ( 1} from ~ _ 
WRA warehouse in the ev~cuated area to a point of relocation a;ny.w:here in tb,e 
United States (except that those relocating within a reasonabi~ trucking dis­ 
tazi,ce of the warehou~e will be expected to provide their own delivery; se r-v Lce ),. 
(2) from a relocation center to a point of reloc~tion anywhere ill the United 
States, (3) from a railhead in any commun Lt y outside the evacuated ar e a to a 
point of approved relocation within t·he eva,<:u~ted area, and (4) f~om ~ r~il­ 
head in the evacuated area ( in cases where properties are now in prIv at e stor­ 
age) to a point of approved relocation anywhere in the bnite~ Staies. As 
previously, the WRA will provide as.sistance and ma_terials for the crating of 
such .pr-ope r t.y both at the WRA warehouses in the evacuated area and at the re.­ 
location cente_rs. Howev e r , . those· evacuees whose goods are being m ov ed from a 
point of private storage within the ev acua t.ed area or from a po J nt of .P,revious r~­ 
location outside the evacuated area will provide their own crating facilities 
and deliver the propert,y at the ~earest railhead. At the receiving encF,prop-­ 
erties of relocating evacuees will b~ delivered at the railhead .ne ar-e st, the 
point of r-eLoc a t.Lon , 

l'RA warehouses· in the evacuated area will be maintained for a period of 
not more than three months after the closing of all relocation centers. Evac­ 
uee.s who have property in storage at these warehouses and who return to the 
evacuated area will be required to remove their goods fr.om the warehouses with­ 
in a period of 80 days after their return... 

Othe; types of propert.y assjstance wiil con t Inue to be pvailable through 
the Evacuee Property Offices and the Assistant Sol_icitor's office· in the evac­ 
u~_ted area .. as well as through th.e Evacuee Property Offic~rs and the Project 
A~~6rniis at the relocation. centeri. · Sq~h ser~ic~ wili be maintained wit~in 
th~ evacuated area for a. period of not Iilc:>re t_han .three months after all r-e ro­ 
cation centers are closed. However, when an evacuee returns to an area in 
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which his property is located, assistance will not be given beyond a 80-day 
period. 

Contraband property, ~uch as cameras and radios, previously surrend~red 
by. cl tizen evacuees to the UnLt e d States Government may now be returned to the 
owners. Citizen evacuees should make application to t'he War Re lo cat ion· Au- 

- thority on prescribed forms (WRA-158 and WRA-280) supplying whatever id~ntify­ 
ing information or receipts they may have. Contraband property surrendered by 
alien evacuees cannot be recovered at the present time. 

WELFARE ASSISTANCE TO RELOCATEES 

The War Relocation.Authority will make every effort to see that adequate 
assistance is pr ov Lde d outside the relocation centers. through the ap pr opr-La t e 
public welfare agencies for evacuees who are incapable of self-support or who 
are in need of financial aid in an emergency situation. Special funds, appro­ 
priated by Congress .to provide such assistance for people who have been af­ 
fected by government restrictions, · are available to needy evacuees from state 
and local welfar~ agencies. Such assfstance is available to both citizen and 
alien evacuees alike. 

Public assistance is available under this program to evacuees who need 
medical care, money for rent or groceries, or money .for· emergency living ex­ 
penses. Those needing such. assistance should consult t.he nearest public wel­ 
fare office or the nearest field office of the War Relocation Author! ty •. They, 
should be. prepared to describe their financial resources in some deta11: De­ 
pending on the individual situation, .the welfare office may provide personal 
help in s.o Lv Ln g the problem or may furnish cash resources for the purchase- of 
the needed goods or services. Cash grants of this kind are available on the 
basis of actual need even though the applicant may not be a resident of the 
community where he is making application, even though he may be employed, ·and 
even. though he may have property which is not in expendable form. 

Special aid for the aaed, the blind, en d needy children is available to 
relocating evacuees, as it is to all other persons in these categories, under 
Federal. pr9grams which are administered·by state agencies. For more. detailed 
information on these types of assistance, evacuees should consult the nearest 
public welfare office or the nearest ;field office of the WRA. 

Assistance for dependents of servicemen is now being extended under the 
Dependency Allowance and .Allotment Act. Relocated evacuees desiring detailed 
information about such assistance should consult the nearest office of the 
American Red Cross. 

, 
.,, 

Social insurance may now be obtained by evacuees over 65 years of age. 
whose employers withheld part of their salary for this purpose prior to evacu­ 
ation. Those who believe themselves eligible for such insurance should con­ 
sult the nearest field relocation office or the weLf'ar e section at the center 
for the name and address of the nearest field office of the Bureau ·of Old· Age 
and Survivors Insurance of the. Social Security Board. Full particulars maybe 
obtained by writing or visiting the latter office. The applicant should f'u r.­ 
nish the Social Security Board _office with his Social Security number and wl th 
essential information ab out his pre-eva.cuation employment. 

-f$,- 
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CENTER OPERATIONS 

Essential services food, housing, arid, medical care _..:. will be provided 
for. the residents of each center until the date when that center actually. 
closes. In·some cases, it may be necessaryj because of shortage of trained 
personnel, to close the hospital at the center before the center is c omp Le t.e.Ly 
de-populated. If' this should happen at any center, WRA will make arrangements 
for providing necessary medical service· at some outside hospital.. 

Schools will be maintained at the centers at least through the end of the 
present school year .in June~ 1945. If summer sessions are found to be neces- · 
sary at any of the centers, the schools. may be. kept open beyond that date but 
in any case not La t.e r than August 31, ·1945. 

Business Enterprises, including all types of cooperative stores :and serv­ 
· Ices, will be encouraged to continue operations as long as possible, taking 
into consideration the time required for orderly liquidation •. . . 

F~rm op~iati~ns ai the center~ will be sharply curtailed. Both vegetab1e 
and feed crops pl-anted during the fall of 1~4 will be harvested at all cen­ 
ters. No crops will be planted during 1945 except at Gila River and. Poston. 
At those two· centers, the vegetable crop program previously planned, with some 
modifications for declinin·g population, will be carried out. Hog f'ee d Lng will 
be· contlm.ied based .on anticipated declining population. so. that all h oqs can be 
slaughtered and consumed. before the closing of the ce nt.e r , No more feeder c a t=­ 
tle will be purchased and any. cattle remaining on hand ~t .the time of center 
ciosirii will be ~ol~ .. No a~ditionai chibkens will be purchased and both meat 
birds and. iaying hens will be slaughtered and. consumed well in advance of. the 
closing date 'for the center. . . 

\ .. 
~ISCELLiNEO~S INFORMATION 

'Travel permits must be- obtained. by all alien evacuees before t.he travel' 
is actually undertaken. Aliens at the rel,ocation cerrt.e r-a going out on r-e l.o ca-. 
tion •either to the' West Coast or elsewhere may obtain permits cove r-Ln g travel 
to the original point. of destination-'by :applying to the relbcation office at 
the center.· All th6~e outside the centers desirf~g·t.6 tr~vei eithei bac~ t~ 
the centers o r- t.o another communit-y should apply for a permit at the. office o f 
the United St,ates·· Attorney for the· distri. ct in which they. ~re currently re- 

. siaing. ,. Within .fl v e days after reaching '·the point 'of. destin~ti~n on,, ariy typ~/ 
of travel, alien ev acuees i:nust re po r-t/ their new address. to 'the Alien R·egist_ra~. 
tion Division~ Immigration and Naturalization Service at Philadelphia, Pe1.1nsyl.:.. 
vania, and to the Federal Bureau of Investigation field office llieritioned in 
the alien's certi fie ate of registration. If there is any further change of 
address, the s-am e reguirements apply. 

Travel to Hawaii and'Alaska is controlled by the·war Department. 
uees wishing to go co either of these territories should apply to the 
of the Provost Marshal General, War Department, Washington, D. · C. 

Evac-. 
Office 

Frozen funds are not affected by the lifting of the exclusion orders. 
Alien evacuees eligible for r e Lo c at.t on throughout the United States whose as­ 
sets· have been frozen and who now wish to r e ga Ln possession of them should 

~ .:· 
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consult the nearest office of WRA. In justifiable cases, ar~angements will be 
mad e for taking the matter up with the Foreign Funds Control Division of the 
TreasuFy Department. 

Le(.~1 residence of evacuees in the states from which ·they were evacuated. 
has not been affected by r e as on of their h avi.ng .Li ve d 'in a reloc_ation center. 
Those who have relocated _and who have' acqu_ired legal residence in other s t.at.as , 
however, can regain Le g al, r e s Lde no e in the s t.a t e s of the evacuated area only 
in accordance witlf-,.the provisions of the state law •. 

•· 

Voluntary evacuees who h_ave never resided in relocation centers and who· 
have an approved plan for returning to the evacuated area are eligible for re­ 
loc_ation assist,ance ( if they request tt) on the same _basis as person~ who have 
been relocated from WRA centers, For this purpose, _a voluntary evacuee is de­ 
fined as a person of Japanese ancestry who left the evacuated area in r~sponse 
to ·government urging between February 16; 1942 and the date when voluntary 
movement from that area was prohibited by military order. (March 29. 1942 in 
the case of 'Military Area No. 1; June 2, 1942, for-·the remainder of California) 
or who later departed by special permission of-the Western Defense Command. 
Application should be. m ade at tne nearest f.ield office of WR.A. . 
• • • ' -✓ • • • 
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D~portees and parojees now re~idi~g ai relocatio~ centers may relocate 
under sponsorship arrangements approved by th·e. Department of Justice, and are 
eligible' for relocation iissistance on the same .. basis as other evacuees. Full 
particulars m_ay be obtained· from the r-e Lo c at.Lon office at the· cen t.e r , 

. . . . . 

'Gover.nmen t pro,'perty at t:.he r-e Lo c at.Lori - centers which is surplus' to the 
needs of cent.er operat.ions wili be disposed of through the regular established 
procedures' of the Treasury Department •. WRA has no authority' to make such prop­ 
erty available to evacuees either throu~h sale or any other arrangement.· 

~ate control will. be maintained at all relocition centers even though 
leave permits are no Lo n.ge r- required of those going out on relocation. .All 
evacuees leiving or entering the centers will be expected to report .at the 
g_ate. 

AddrtJSS cards will be. f\irni,shed,' as previously, to all relocating evac­ 
uees in cirder that .. they inay report arrival at their de s t.Ln at Lon's and subsequent 
changes of address. There are many si tu_ations where the WRA will wish to com­ 
municate promptly with evacuees reg,arding · restor.ation of personal property and 
similar matters, or wh e'r e the Authority will be called upon to furnish, the ad-. 
d r-es s of a relocated evacuee to friends, ~elatives,' and business. associates. 
it is highly advisable~ :t;herefore, for all evacuees to keep ·the WRA constantly 
informed of chang e s of address as long as the field r-e Lo cat Lon offices rem_ain 

· in op e r'at.Lcn, 

~ 
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