
COPY-
A. D. R. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., Nov . 2 , 1892. 

The Attorney Gene ral, 

Washing ton, D. c. 
Sir : 

In obedience to your le t t er of Sept . 24th , 1892 directing 

me to investigate the of'ficial conduct of United States Marshal 

Rankin of Wyoming , and the course that he pursued during the recent 

disturba11ces i n Jo~:·~ qor ~ounty , 1 have throughly i nformed myself 

on the subject , and I '1a : e the hono r to submit my report of the 

results of my i nvestogation as fol Jows : 

From your let~er I learn that i n the complaints made to you 

by Senators Carey and warren , and others , the question of Marshal 

Rankin 's •cour age • and •force • and h is fi t~ess for tPe off ice, is 

involved. 

I t is true, • There is much in his course• i n the performance 

of his offi ci~l duties in connect ion with this mat Ler that would 

give color to a charge of lack of courage end force and unfitness 

for oft ice i f all the sur ·oundinga circumstances and conditionR 

are not taken into consideration . 

For your ready reference I f u rnish herewith, a copy of the 

correspondence betwe en Marshal Rankin and the Dep a rtment of J us-
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tice in this matter, and I have marked it Exhibit A. 

I would respectfully invite your attention to the statement 

of Marshal Rankin, marked Exhi bit B., accompanying my report. In 

connection with this statement I beg to state that I have inves ti-

gated thoroughly every ste.teir.ent of fa~t and alJegation made by 

the Marshal which was capable of being invest igated, and I do not 

hesitate to say that he has confined himself strictly to the facts, 

and that my conclusions, based upon infor.-:,ation ol:itained from men 

who are thoro~lnlly conversant with the de tail s of the subject, and 

have a personal knowledge of the conditions and sentiment existing 

in Johnson county, and elsewhere throughout the state at the time 

of the trouble, are in perfect accord with the position tak en by 

the Marshal. 

The specific instructions in your let ter of ,Tuly 1st for the 

Marshal to go to Johnson county at the head of •such number of 

persons as may be necessary•, and •to make the at tempt to enforce 

the law•, were not fol lowed to the le tter, i t is true ; but whether 

because of a disposition to intentionally disregard your directions 

or whether, by. reason of a lack of courage or force, or whether by 

reason of the exercise of his wise discre t i on, and by well founded 

fears of un.11ecessary loss of 1 ife based up011 his thorough know] edge 

of the men to be arrested, and of the conditions and sentiment ex-

isting at that time, not only in .Johnson county but th roughout the 
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state generalJy , aa well as a keen corn.:epti on as to the real object 

sough t to be accomplished by the parties who have been most in-

dustri ous in sendi 1g complaints to washL1gton, jus tified him in the 

course he pursued, and the judgment that he exercised, is a matter 

to be left for your consideration and determination . 

tn order that you may fully understand the situation, and 

that you may hav e before you, all the lights upon the subject from 

a disintere s t ed standpoint, I will state briefly, in addit ion to 

what the Marshal has said in his sta tements, some of the influen-

ces which may have governed the Marshal in the course he pursued. 

MY conclusions are reached as a result of extended and re-

peated i nterviews with a ll classes of men including Senators Carey 

and War1·en; Judge Willis Van Devanter, Ex-u~s.Judge of the Ter r i-

torial Court and l ater, Chief Justice of the State of Wyoming : 

Judge J. W. Blake of the Second Judicial District of Wyoming,which 

District includes Johnson county, Judge Scott of the First Judicial 

District of Wyoming; members and ex-members of the State Legisla.-

ture; candidates for election to the co~1 ii1g Legislature; attorneys 

at law; special and regular deputy u. s. V~rshals ; Ex-sheriff 

Canton of Johnsolt county ; Sheriff Rogers of Crook county ; ex-sheriff 

Wil l iams of Converse county; Federal officials i n other bran1,;hes 

of the service; and many citizens who have a personal knowledce o~ 
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the fa..::t R. w~·.o;e integrity and reputati on for veracity and good 

judgment cannot be questioned, 

My conulusions are formed, and this report is based upon im-

partial information obtained from those who have personal knowledge 

of the facts, and of he character of the men who were wanted un-
-der warrants, and of the conditions and sentiment existing in 

Johnson county, and of the bit t erness of feeling towards the Mar-

shal entertained by those men at the time of the trouble in ques-

tion, and the difficulties attending the organization o.!.' a posse o.f 

competent and reliable men to assist the Marshal in his dangerous 

work , ra ther than upon opinions expressed by those who obtained 

the ir info rmation from hearsay and rumor, 

I a:·.1 i r~formed that for years, the owners of the larger herds 

of ca ttle in Johnson county, many of whom are non-reside . it~ o~ the 

state of' Wyoming , but who e.re repre s ented by employes, have suf-

fered from the loss of l a rge numbers of cat tJ e by the thievL1g 

practices of outlaws, many of whom are fug itives from justice from 

Indian Territory and Texas. I am perfectly satisfied that Johnson 

county was, at that time, i nfested with a band of desperate men 

who had no regard for humnan life or the laws of the land. 

The cat~le owners have fr equently sought redress in the local 

courts, but through a feeling of sympathy or fear of' the results, 

it was almost impossible to get a jury to convict a man for steal-
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ing cattle, and I have learned from the J udges t hemselves, th3t 

they have frequently , severely censured juri s in the most scathing 

terms after they had returned a verdic t of acquittal when the 

evidence was conclusively suf'ficient to convict~ 

Whatever may h ave been their grievance, the cat t le owners, 

realizing tha t they could get no redress in these cour ts, organi-

zed a band of men , including about twent y- five de termined men from 

'fexas , and unlawfully invaded Johnson county with this force, well 

armed and equipped, for the express purpose, as t hey do not hesi-

tate to say, of driving t h e th ieves out of the country , or killing 

them. The estimat ed number of these thieves bei;.g not to exceed 

thirty or fort y . 

Early in the invasion, two rus tlers were killed b• the in-

vaders , t h e details of w~ich are very accurately set out on page 6 

of Marshal Rankin's statement . This crime formed the foundation 

for t he rumor which was circu lated t hroughout the en tire county, 

and which was generally believed, that a body of armed men had 

be en sent into the couJ1t y by the cat tle owners to drive the smaller 

ranchmen from the country . Entertaining this belief, end with the 

kilJing of the two ranchmen fresh in thei r minds, the people of the 

county rose, en maase7 a i 1d, j o i n ing the Sheriff's posse, marched 

up on an d captured the i 1vaders . 

Having failed to acconplish the object thua at t empted, the 
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cattle corporations doing business in the state, but which were 

01·ganized m1der the laws of other states , made app lication to tl e 

U.d te :::: St ::>. te8 Court for a writ of Injunction res training the ruA t-

lers fro m holding an unlawful roundup , the condition3 &.i1d time 

for holding which were not i n accordance with the laws of the 

state . The application was granted , and notices were properly 

served by the Marshal on all covered by the complaint . To assist 

him in thi s service Marshal Rankin appointed as deputies, three 

men who 9.re prominently employed by the csttle owners, and by re~s

on of such employment they were the objects of the enmity and 

hatred of the rustler• . One of t..riese men , Well1nan by name , was 

killed wnile on h i s way t o meet the Marshal, to receive some of the 

papers for service . 

1 am of the opinion that Wellman was a ssassinated more par-

ticularly because he represented the interests of the large cattle 

owners, and possibly becau .. e it :~ e · ,Jee. ruu1ored that be had just 

been appointed as a deputy United States Marshal; and as some of 

the men in Johi.·.so:n county were fugitives from justice fro . I r.dia. 

Territory ana Texas, they feared arrest a id punishment for seri ous 

crimes committed elsewhere . 

Soon after the killing of Wellman warrants of arrest were ie-

gued by U. s . Corrn-nissioner Edmund J. Churchill , of Cheyenne, upon 

complaints made by those repre sent ing the i r.teret11ts of the cat t le 

owners, aga inst about tweri.ty- three men , on the 1"11c:o.rce of conspiracy 
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to in terfere wi th the right s and privileges of citizens, under the 

constitution and Jaws of the Un ited Statea, a~d on other char0es. 

As o~e of the results of t my i nvest i gation , 1 am forced to 

the concJu~ion that it was not ao much the intention to have the 

men ar re sted, as it was to have them driven out of the country ,or 

kil led. 

1 use the t e rm "killed• advis edly, as 1 have be e::. L.formed by 

two of the principal i nvadera, vlr. Irvi::e a.:. .d Mr . Canton , that 

they certainly intended to dispose of the cat tl e t~ieves b y driving 

tl:ei: . .:. ro: .. t:.e c.; ou .. try, or k illing them; another reac-oi. for CO!lclu-

ding that the a rregt of the men waa not de t< iren or expected, ia the 

fac t that no aubstantial evidence was laid before the comrni ss i oner 

witlJ t:e co .. p1aLt•, and I am of the opinion t h.at no go od reaaon 

existed :for the Co~issi oner to issue warra:-.. ts of arrest, Eil·.d i .r.. cur 

expenses of handling the prisoner• i 1 case .-.ervice ahould have 

been n~de without ~irst having had some evidence which would war-

ran t him in holding t h e prisoner~, or upo; . w •• i~ . . t :.e u .. i ted States 

Attorney would have be e . ~u : tifie~ L co L .e. tcing prosecution. 

Comnissioner Chur chiJ 1 hae exposed hirr.Relf to cri ticis111, i :n my 

opini cm , for having issued the warrants for the arr est of these 

men without having first aubmitted them to the examination of the 

United 3tates Attorne y , I •onsider thia a reasonab le view of the 

matter becau se of the action of the United State s Attorney upon 
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exami nation of the complaint s , and the showing made of evidence, 

i n redu c ing t he l·,u; .. _. er of the war r an ts to be served fro m twe~ .. t y-

three to ten . 

The warrants were handed to t he Marshal abou t J une 20th, an d 

was taken by the United Stat es Marshal (as well as t he acti on 

taken by t he Co H111 iss i oner in issuing t he warrant•) under the advis e 

of eo.unsei ~o r the cattle owners , which counsel also drafted the 

teleg ram which was s ent . It app earz that nearly everyone in autho-

rity, or i n official life , was doing jus t about what th e repre s enta 

tives of the cattle owners told t hem t o do, and did not a pp ear to 

have exercised any personal judgment or discre t i on of th eir own . 

I am algo forced to the conclusion tha t a point was stre t ched 

to b ring this mat t er within Federal jurisdiction for the purpose 01· 

utilizing an d s ecuring the benefits to t h e cattle owners t he s t rong 

arm of t h e Federal government, wi t h a view to accompl ish ing thereby 

what had been at t err.pted by the unlawful invasion , but which proved 

such a iJ1isera.ble f i l ure, vi z . th e di sposition b y on e means or 

ano t her of a class of r1·.en that t he cat t le owners styled a s thieves 

Thi s conclusi on is suppo rted by t he statemeb t to me by !tr . Wm. 

c. Irvin e, who repre sents large ca t t le interests i n J ohn son eow1ty , 

and who , toge t her with Mr . Wol cott , Jed the i nvaaion, the.t i tl t~1 e 

service of the injunction orders , and of the wer.ra."lts b y t he M~r

shal ' s off ice, it wa~ nhoped and exp ec te d• that ti e re wouJd be 
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serious resistance off ered which would enable him, with all pro-

priety, to ca.J 1 for the assistancP. of the cavalry which was so 

near a t hand, in ich ~ea~~,it was hoped that ~he object sought to 

be accompl ished by the unlawful L .-;rasi on woul d 1..1 e t __ u~ eflfected. 

The U!~ i ten States Ma rshal i uforins me tha t Judge van Devanter, of 

com1s el for the cattlemen, sugg es t ed to him to go up to J ohnson 

county and, togeth er with a deputy, ride a distance from the town 

of Buffalo, and tr.en to return and request military a s sistance. The 

Ma rshal states to rue that he t ould not allow himself to do th iB. 

Upon inquiry Judge Van Devanter informs me personally, that the 

statemen t of the Marshal on that po int ia not true, and while he 

does not wiah to impute Marshal Rankin with in ten tionaJl y saying 

that which is f a lse, he does not see how it was possible for him 

to con strue a1:yt:--..L.z t!iat was aaid, in such a manner, and that no 

augg e s t ion nor thought of this character was ever suggested b<r 

entertai ned. In this connection I will say that I oannot recor.cile 

t~e d ifference i n the atate~e~ts of the two gentlemen b y reason of 

the a bsence of the Marshal from the city on official dut ie•, and it 

1• not prohable that he will re turn for a we ek or ten daya. 

Adverting, for a moment , to th e kil l ing of the two men by the 

represen t atives of the ta ttl emen early i n the invasi on , I wish to 

refer t o an incident that is aet ou t . y the ~~rshal on page 9 of 
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h i s statcm~nt , viz : the carry i ng auay f rom t he tete by s t eal th of 

the only tvro 'T i tnesses t o tl:. .. ki l ling of Cham" ion arcl nay . The 

1 eopl e of J olnson c olmty hal hoped to use the se trn rritnesses in 

-ch. e p. osecution of t l .., invo.dors on th~ charge o murde r . The \':it -

n es.:;es vrc r ') 1..akon to Cravrford , 1T eb . , and t l en to Chadr on , Yrl e r e a 

warrant wa s i s sued by the Unit ed States :"ommiss i one l" at the.t 1 2.cc 

cho.r ging t he rri t h selling li . uo r ·to I :r..c'. i ans , t he vrarr ant being 

made r e turnc-ble before Commi s s i on er Dundy a t Omaha, t o wh i ch pla ce 

t he y wero. taken , e i n, t a ~ e :n. a ·r y f rom Chadron on a sp c' c ial t r a i n 

i n g r rJ a t os t has t e ; and u p on t he h •' 2.ring , Comrniss ioner Dur..dy d is -

cha r g ed t h em on t he i r 01m r ec o . r.. izan ce , and t he men h a ve n e ver been 

h ear d of s i n e . The fact t he t t he se tno me n h '"'d be en _,f irited 

awa y by t he us e of t ho n ited State s Mars hal ' s off i c e i n Te braska , 

vras f ully published i n tho pape s i n Omaha , and t ho s e papers s cat -

t e r ed f reely throughout Johnson c oun ty, and t he f ct t he. t among t he 

men whom t he c2.tt lemen brought :UP f r om exas to t , J-: e part i n t h e 

i n vasion were s ever a l deputy Un ited S t8.tes t.Ia rsh ls , and the furth~ 

fac t t h.a t t wo of Ma rsh r· l Ra nk i n ' s best J<-.novm de puties , on e of whom 

h ad s e r ve d i n J ohnson coun t y a number of y 2ars , ?re r e memb er s of the 

i n v a.d i n p arty, and. t he r· ircul a t ion of tLe r umor b y t h thieves 
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t h rouehout Jol1nson cm;11t y t ha t Marshal Ranl~ in h '2cl depu t ized each 

member of t h e r i d i ng party, h ad the effe c t to arouse the p e ople 

t her e to the h i hes t s t a te of exc it ement, and to create t he !nost 

i 1t ens e f e e l i ng of i t ..,c r ness and i nd i r nation f or and aga ins t the 

Mar shal pe snr-ally, and t 10 F e de r a l auth ori ti es g en e ::.· a l ly . 

As I h a ve s t 2 t cd be f ore , Me.r sha1 anl:: i n d i d not comply with 

your spec i f ic i nst r uc tion s to ,.o to Joh,'1. son coun ty a t t he he t~ d of 

a poss e f or t he purp ose of att emp ti1~ to make t h e a rres t s o f t h e 

men f or wh om uarr an t s h , d. been i s s ued . He s t a tes to me that it 

tTas by r '}a., on of the s ont i mcm t ex i s tine there, c r eated by circt.un-

stance s , a s set ou t i n the fo::ee oing p~ra . raph, 211d b y re 8. s on o f nu-

merous thr eats of t he most violent c l a r a c t er made to h i m i n p erson , 

t hat caus ed h i m to cn t 0rt in t hG fee ling t ha t he w.?s a spec i a l ma r k 

f or the ir bullets, a.rid t he.t he fe lt perfe c t ly jus tified i n no t g o-

i n to t he scen e of trouble with out an ad e uate f orc e o f l er f e <' t l y 

rel i a ble men t h ::- t he c ou l d depend u pon, wh i ch f orce c o_uld n ot, i n my 

op i n ion be obtQi n ed . I r~ perf nc tly sati s f i ed t ha t t he Mars hal 

u s ed e v ery e ffo r t t ha t h e c ould c ornmand to obt ain men wli o h a cl the 

reput ti on of b e i n13 br2.ve ar.d CO 'Llrag eous i :r:. ca es of emer gen c ie s , 

ancl i nv:;. riably, thes e men would d ecl i ne t o go . I have i n te r vi ewed 

-·" . ,,, ... ·~· 



• 
13 

a numbe r of men to vrh om t he H r sha l appl i ed f or ssist e.nc e i n t h i s 

matter, and I have yet to f i d but one 1 an who f elt t h -: t t h e ex-

pedition c oulc have been c ondu c tcd tmder c ompet ent l caders!1i p , 

ri t h s u cce s s . I h .., ve t aken th~ t e tleman ' s st ateme~ t, 8n I re -

spec t f ully i nv i t c your a tt entiem to it . I t i s mar ked F.xl: i b i t C • 

It will be o bserved that Mr . Willi ams, t he p :....rty mak i nt; t h e 

s t temcn t, has n o pers onal kno·:·:ledge of the f3.c t s i n the case > and 

he d oe s not kn ow o f any per s on vrho vrould have a i· compe.n i cd h im a s 

a pos se mun , but simply t h inks t hat h e ·: oul d hf've h2d the nerve 

to have concl_u c t ed n expedition of t hG.t char ·~ c ter . I n t l:.is con -

n ec ti oh it i s but proper f o r me to state to ;ou, f or Yrh" tever it i s 

wor t h , t h.a t Mr . . il l i arns i s an appli c 8..n t f or t e off i c e o f Un it d 

St a t es Marsh 1, sh ould Mar shal R~nk in ' s r eo i gn a t ion be accepted . 

I t will 8lso be observed that his l~s t s t a t ement i s to the 

eff :c t t h8.t he i s acqu i r. ted ·ri th Sher i ff \ogers of Crook ;" ounty , 

nd t ha t he cons i de r s him e. g ood man f or d2nge r ous wor k , and tl e. t 

he would g i ve a ll c r edit to his op i n i on or j udgment i n t l:i s mat t er . 

Mr • Rogers, the sher i ff of Cro ::k c oun ty stat es t he. t f o, a lon t i mo 

he h:.:>.s h2.d i n his h ci.ncls a w2.rran t f or one of t:1e men f or whom a 

'f ,_ r r an t h as been i ssued by Cornr.. i.,,s ioner Churchill, l:u t that h e co:::~ -

sicl0r ec. Johns on c olmt y t oo do.rn;e ~·ous a p l "c e to r;o, .d t l a t i f he 
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d id g o, it d i d not m~ t tor ho ;1 r.1nn y l:o woulcl t a ke Yri t h h i m as a 

r;oss e , h e rras of t !_o or i n i on t lrn. t t he '~ ri i."'. i ne.ls c oul cl e l ud e ce_p -

ture , by r o2.son of t h e pecul i <'..rit i es of t he c oun t r y, c-1 c'. t he f :.c t 

t h t they ould e et ~ ssist::mc e from the, r:c chmen i n any p o.r t of the 

colmty , whei' e8 s , off ic e rs of tho l aw woul cJ. have be ':.'n Llen i od an y 

assist ~ nc e_, 1.r:1a. t ever . I re a p nc t f ully i :r..vite you : ~ tt cntion to a 

t temcn t b er' i 1 t ho s i gna tm·e of S j 3riff Ro ers, 2cco T'allYi !l.g 

t !: i :C, r epo r t , . :- r kcd Exh i 1 it D. 

i t hout rrishinE.:; to c :.;.st any r eflection u r on th · d12re.c t e r and 

i n tegr i t y o f an y man who h~i_.., mf'.'lC a sta tement, or who i s i n t e r e s t ed 

d i rec tly, or i nd ir" c t l y, i n t he subj ~ c t m1de r i n v e.., tig a t ion , I can-

n ot he l p bu t f e e l t hat m ny of t h0 s t ~ te ents and cr iticisms made 

i n r of c rcn(' e to ,_a r sLal R:··n}: i n ' s of f i e i a l c oilc'.u c t hD.ve be en promp t -

ed by prej~d i c e c1~ en t ed by pers nna l or p ecu.>J. i a r y i n t e r csi:;s. I have 

r e fer· n e e part i cu l a Tly to m./ i n tervi ew \'Ti t h I.Ir . 7m . C. Irv i n e wh o, 

t o .- et.her :r i t l fa.j or Wolc o t t vas one o f the l eaders of t he i ntV:ad i ng 

p ::1.rty . I c on side r !Ir . I rvin e emb i ttered and prej ud i c ed i n this 

m:J. tter, and bei~fT nat ure.l ly of an i mpu l s i v e " h a r a c t er , I have n ot 

t c fulles t c on f i den c e i n any statement ho .0y mak e i n re fe renc e 

to it . 

I will n o ·r t a]:e up t l.e ·· h a r ge s agains t r.12r sh 1 R:--n_: in an d 

.·.. - .. 
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st a t e to you th i mpr es sion s anc1_ c m1clusi o • s f o:r111ecl b y . e as a 

result of t he man i n t c rv i errs I hav e h a d i n connec tion with the 

man , 81ld t [le i r.1partial and tmpre jud iced i nclination ···hi ch have 

come t o me vo l untar ily . 

During my i nvcst i ·a ti on e~cl1 s u cces s i ve day h e o co r vin c ed me 

more s t.~ongly th.at _a rs i.al R8nkin Yras a me_n o f f Ot.H'nge, ::-inc'_ would 

n ot shirk his dut y u11 der any circL.l..ITlst , n ces if the r e u 2.s a p oss i bil-

ity, i n his judgment, oi~ performi ng it • . 

Tho Mri r shal d i d o t m~J::() pu i)li c r_is e f f or t s to se,. u re g ood 

men to g o t o J ohnson county , a . .nd t he i m . ~e su ion r.1 i t:; i.:. t h8.VC been 

f orme d i n t he mi1 ds o f those •:rl o h :"v 0 c h<:~r e d h i m n i th c owar d i ce , 

that he had mado an effort to enforc e t he law . I f irmly believe 

that th e Mn1 sha made eve ry effor t i n 11is powe r to secure t he b e o t 

men in t ho s t te f or t h e d a n erous 1ork he h Pd i n hand, and find i t 

i mp 0ss ible to g et t h ir assis t anc e , h o exerc i ed 1ise d i s cr etion i n 

n o t o. ttempting to i;xecut e t he pro c e s s o f t he Court :.-i t h · ii ~ a i d o f 

on ly a hanclful o f i n exper i er::ced ·and u..11rel i nble men . 

It ma y ne'.l l be £!.r r;ued t ho.t i f th e 12. rsl~al h "'d a ce· r m · i e.d t h o 

p osse nh i ch went to J ohns on c oun ty O l"l Jul y 30th, it would pro lJabl y 

h vc h ad a bet ter effec t upon the publi , mi nd , and se,ved h i m ViUch 

of t h e unjust crit i c i sm m- d e ar; i ns t h i m. I do n ot believe, h ow-
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ever , even i f he h 2.C1_ Gone vTi t h t hem at tha t time, t h at t he ch2 .. n ces 

f or success 7oul~ hare been ru_ y more fevorable . 

Wi t h t he e}:ce_ t ion of t he st " t en.1 n t o f Johr. Williams , r eferrchl 

t o he r e to f ore , I hav·e n o t heri r cl e::.. y riti c i sm fr or:1 a r el i able 

sour c e a s to hi s ac tion or ·'ourage e 'c cp t t h2 t wh ic h come s f r om 

'cl e Dem er s o f t h':; i r:.ve .. cl i ng Far t y, wJ.1 0 wer e 0s ':re ll e qu i pped a s 

fi f ty men coul ( be , and .vl:o were c2.ptur ed i ::: l ess t hen f orty- e i ght 

hours aft e r e t t i ng in t o th2t c ounty :, or f ror.i t h ose d i r ec tly or i L-

d irec tly i n t e r os ted vr i t h t h e cat tlencn , D.nc" the o b j ec t s ought t o b-2 

ccompl i she d b t h em . 

From my i n t ervi ew ' i th r.Ir . \' . C. I r vine, I u ns s t r on -' ly i m-

pre ssed t hP.. t s t a t emen t ~: made by h im 2nd.. oth e r membe r s o f the h ' va-

d in~ party, ~lila the y uerc i mpr i s oned , were pr e ju~ i ced , f or, f rom 

l i s or . li ps I lear n e d t hat s t e. t emen t s m:-L"Le by h i m 8.Il' sent to \'Task-

i r:gton rn4c p r.r.oc.:i. i n 1" a t of };::-ss i on , -~nc~. I c on s i der t hf'. t cho. r gc :_; 

mc> c e m1d 4~ s u ch c i rcur.1s t ances we_~ c w_fc.ir er.cl. :unjus t, and not 

romp t ed by tho prop"r mot ive s . 

r,. r . RanJ~ in c'. i cl not ~o a t t he h02..d o f a po ss e .s d irec tcd by 

;ou , boc2use, as he fre e ly anr'_ co.nr~ i d l y a d.mi ts , t lF~ d:'nee r was ouch 

t hat he ·ras afr a i d to expo..., c h i ms :. lf to t l: d "' Tige i'S a Ta i t i ne- h i m, 

.r i t tl:c sup O" L of men i"l_o c o t..ll~ not be relied u on in cases of 
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cmc r enc y. 

To a man wh o has li ved i n t :.i s c ow:. try f or t'.rnnty Y ~ 8.rs, md 

i:.h o has coP1e i n c on'.;:.:i. c t, i ore or l es s , -::r i tl: the criu i n a l element 

dmnirg tLa t GI tire period , and '.TL:O \:l"' O'::s vO 1 ell t ::· C~il'_r acter Of 

t he people wi t l: rrh om he h ·- s t o (te a l , sorr l e. t i tuc.l e s h ould be al -

lo 'led f or t ho e xercise of h i s better j v.clgment ai: d i s c r e t icm , 

The t cs t i E1on y o f the people generally, i r ly oi. i n , L t o t 1e 

cffoc t tha t M, r ..,hal R n d n ' s r ·:cord as <?. br .v e and hone s t man , is 

one of ·rhich ho may well e proud, o:. nd i t s t ar:cls un t 2r n i sLed _til 

Hw ·har es i:rer c L ' d e ag e. in~; t h i m, nh i c:t oc c2 s i onod t h i s i nves ti -

a t ion . 

Tl e l oc.. l r pres en t a tives o f the a ttle ov.ncrs ..... r e aMonr.; the 

oost i nfl 1ent i n l n~~ mos t r eputcble cit izenG i n the s t ~te , ~nd t h e 

M'l rshal , i n foll o "T ing thr. L" edviae ' lrcl ro_for: t COT.f i lenc e i r:. them , 

and never riuest ion od t he ir r.1otivcs vh i ch proM te c.l t h ir sui::;~e st i o Y • 

I men t i on t h is i n expl,ana t ion of tl:o pr m2_tur G i·equc s t f or milit ::: r ;-y-

a id i n oxe cut i nL; t he pro c ess of th Coll.J."t . I n m o :::- i1 i on , tl:e on l 

t i m. ·.:hon it rn.s o ~ped i en t to asl: f o t h 2. Ss i s t anc e o f the Fc l'. e r al 

troops c.lurin13 tl1 is entire aff:>. i r, wa s rhen "G ov . Ba r be r e.ske d f or 

aiC to s ave t .c li vos o f t h e . en who l 2.d :i-m l e vrfully i nv de John-

son colmt y, I t d oes n ot seem jus t th '... t the r 0sponsibility f or 
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the er~ 01" i n 2sl: i i g f o_' FeL0r2.l troops sl oul cl.. r es t en tirely :upon 

t ho v::oul 1 ers of Mc.rshal R:~nl: in Fhon i t i s knovm t "'i.Q t su e h r8q~rn s t 

Yr'...:> f o2·r:n1l 8. te cl ~d sanc tion ed by the _eg2.l ad'.r i s ers of the c 2. ttl e-

o ·1ners . 

The M:..rs:l:n l i s m2n of l imit ed ed~1c::. tion , )Ut he pos sess e s 

h oLo:· and i nt .)r.;ri ty , ·rl:i d: tr r: i ts of he.rocter a r "' f ully as i mpor -

t ant , i f n o t mor e s o , i n tho rros t e r n coun try . I ha v e yet t o hee.r 

one YTOj'd reflec tiri e upon •L r shal ank i n ' s :u_pr i cl- t n es s e. d hon orable 

de a lings, 02· u 10:' h is pos i tion a s a man among men , f r om any s ource 

\ :·w.tsoever . 

The i rsi1 u :.;.t i ons to t he effe c t t lr t -.Iar slle.l P.e.nkin h2. G C. i s -

pla yed , i n any de ree, .o rar d i c e or l _.c k of c au.rag e i s r esen ted win 

abur.cla11ce of ~·rarmth )Y fully n i ne ty per con t . of t he pe op l e rr i th 

whom I h ,_vc c ome i n cor:t ac t i n yomi ng , and t i~ey do n ot hes i t t e 

t o say t 3. t the "e _,us t be s or-1e o ther co.us e prompt i n g a des i re or 

reques t f or h i s r emova l f r or: off i ce . Th i s sen t i men t i s f a i rly 

r epr esented b:,,' t l1e ex .res s ions fr~ t l:e ·mri~'.u i c <:'.. tion s I hand to 

you h ; J" . ";; i th m-.: rked E .hi bit ~ -·~ . 
ifo :· your informa tion I ':rill s t at e that th - so conr.1un i c c>. ti ons 

a r e fro~ th" very best c l a ss of oen i n t he st2 t e, and rh ose uor ds 

anc.l o i n i ons C".n 1r c lied upon , 1.d whose on l y mot i es 2.re t ha t 

justice be c ted ou t to Uar shal R nk i n . 
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I n Exl i b i t D. you vrill f i ncl c .. c or:1p·ellcn s i ve sta temen t wh ich i 

worth y of f ulle s t 0l ief anc c r eel. i t over t l:e s i n _. tt1.re s of - Ii . 

St ot ts , Rc.r· i s t e r of t l c Land Off i ce; J . • 1 ogers, She1~ i ff of Cro r1 J 

c oun ty; A. C. Se ttle, Clerk of Croo k Co . Co ~t; L . L . Ston e, s to t::k 

r ~ is er; M. Ni r: ols, Pro ecuting Att'' • f ol" Cr ook Co .; T • . 1. Pe tti -

gr Er\'r , Cash . of t he Fir s t Ha t i ona l Be.1:.k o.t Stmde.n ce; G. I. . Stotts , 

s t ockgrowe r . 

Exh i bit E c onta i n s co::n'1uni f'! e.. ti ons from I- on . C. D. Cl Qrk, :1cm-

bcr of C0ncross f r om !Tyoming , Dr . Grimes, pl:.ys i c ian at Che;enne, 

De Forres t i hards, Pres . of t he 1st le .. t . B0.1 k 2 .. t Dougl s, Hon . 

Vlm. II . P2 .. rker, c:.tt orn e y a t l e.w, T . J . Ca r r, ex- U. S • .1a r shal f or 

'lyomi :1g , J o! 1 Mccormic , S t ::i t n S n tor, Frank Hun t e r , CoEn-;y· ss i on-

mer chcm t, J o1m·r.1am1i ng , eY-- s heri f f, T : B. Hi r· ks , Pr e s . 1s t He.t . 

Bank , Cheyenne, Hon . O. P . Kellogg , r e.n chr .. 1an, N. J . O' Brien , s pe-

cia l agen t U. s . l1m:.d off i ce, ·, .• s . Van Tassel, sto ck - gro re r . 

Thes co :ununicat ions n ot on l y r efer to . a r sllal Ranl~ in ' s record 

fo _· the ent ire p tJ r iod of t rr1!e ty ye 2rs, hut r efer 2 .. lso to the f::>c ts 

i n a v ery (' l e~r and compr ehens i e m:: r ne r c or,·cr:: ted •rith t hi s i n va -

s i on , settin~ out the lenge r a t t end i ng an y Q t t ~r~t to m~· e a rre s t s 

i n J ohnson c ounty, o.n~ t he d i f f i cult i e vrl! i ch r revc . t ed ,}prsha l 

Rc .. ~J:in fror..1 s ~C' lL'in,;r poss e of 1 en t o a s s ist h i m, tha t could be 
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r el i ed upon i n cases of eP1erg ency . 

Th;:; p ['.pers that I hancl t o yo:u; i n co~ nec ti on wi t h t h i s i nves ti-

ga t ion r~presents on ly a sn 11 portion of t he persons i n ter iewed 

by me , but t he y fa irly r epresen t t h e sent i men t en t ert a ined b y a ll 

rh arc no t int e re s t ed , d i r ec tly or i nc irectly, 1i th the c2 tt lemen 

I n concl .:sin, I bee to offe r t he s ugge s tion , hat the r· !~im inal s 

who re r e rraL t ed unde r th .... war_~211 t s i ssuec1. by t he corrn:iissioner, hG.ve 

fled t he com1tr y, <?Ld t h e l i vc s of me ~- ha 'e be en s a ve d , ancl muc h 

bloodshed pre eL t ed by t l:e j ud i cious cours e purs:ued by },Iar shal 

Rank in . I ar: f il ly of t h e op i n i on t Lat , h 2.d the !118.r shal ;-on e t o 

J ohnson count y and mad e an a ttemp t to r:ial-: e ar ~·· est s, under the c ir-

cumst ances , thc. t m .ny lives would have be en los t u..nnecessar ily, and 

much bloodshed , ~md th t t he exped ition woul d have proved a fail:ure 

I n th i s cpor t I have end~avored to co~f ine myself t o t h e 

fac ts , and to c; ivo s u ch i nform ..... t ion as irnul d enable you toac t just -

ly i n th i s rn~t t er . 

I hav~ the h on or t o be , 

Ve ry r espec t ful l y, 

F:ranl: B. Cro s t hwe.i te , 

Ex2.mi ne r . 

Attent ion is r csp·"c t fully Lwited to st2.temen t of Maj. 

J~ rk ~d Exhi bit F . 

.rf1. lc o t t 




