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In repl .~1 to your t1l rJ :J?"fl!Tt of th is date I have the h on or 

to str:,!;g th'.lt rlurinJ most o,f thg time I was enatJ.ggd t n thg 

invq st i ga,t io n of the ch a. rgqs 'J-{Jf7 inst lvfo r shr;.l Rardrin , Senl'J,tO rs 

Wrirrren anrl CtJ.re,7/ !oere both a.IJsent fr om th ei ">" h orrt es. In t hetr 

to me,as t ll '7.7J unrlgrstoo·i them the deto:t.7 s ·Jf the causes whi h 

trtto John son count n. 
~' 

I l 1Jas tmpr qssed wt th the 

fo "·t1ting in mu mind th?-t left thr- impr-gs s iort on their minds 

t hat I was con 1Jincgd t ho t Mr;,rsh 'Zl Ranki !" r'.Ja s wanting in 

suosequent t o t hat, howtJuer, 1 hati oppor!;?J,ntt t es to tn-

t ervt ew a nufTl/Je r of men who h od lm,o?un 1:1?.rsh tti l?,'),n,Jn°n for 
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did not qn!;er t n!; o Mflr shal R1J,nkin 1 s rrflk e-?J,p in '2ny d qgr1e . 

I qrz ve f 1-1,ll 9st credit to t h e st '.1-!;qrrt tEJ'~ t s made !J 1 1 l!:gn wh o had 

a11-(/, Jmo 1J.n .h i m not onl y as a t;rr;ve ,•v1n lJuf; a.s 17.n fi.raz of :;o orl 

by th o Cr'f.t; :; l e-oun r? rs ,wd 1J.lso t o defq:-d the i nvadqrs i7~ 

court in r;n ~1 a ct ion t hat /rt i 7ht ?. rt s e as rm qcho of t !z ~ tr;, -
I' 

YJ, S ion Mrzj o t: Wal co t; f; arid Wm. C'. Ir .J i ·;1 e , 

of i t , if it h ad n ot been f or th "! t t me.Z :; i nterfqrgnce of +;h ~ 

f~der-J.l troops. ilfr. Irvt r,, e told me in pt? rso ~z t hat he "ho,TJ ed 
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the warT1JJ1,t;s fo!' the a.?"'!' qst of thq Rustl '3T'S irt John son co7;,n ;J ii 

he wo ~dd mqet; wit h t r"'t. e resistance threaten qd, no.Me.l y , th1Jt 

th e~t wo :tl rl di :J in thtJi!' !;r'2.cks .IJe~oroq t lv?11 woul d rzLlow s er-.,,, tJ' ._/ 

vic e to !Je mrr.de ; therel:>y placing th e ma!'shal, tf h g ltved, 

tn rz ;r;o st t tor~ t o cal) ~or t;he assi stanc 3 o -r t he U. S. 1'roon~. 
~ v v . 

Such st~te1.r;~nts ) prompted by moti7.Jes purel :.,1 selfish, and 

in v iew of the fail ?tr e of the olJje c!; of t hg 50 pi :-: 7red m~ 

"armed to th e t etJth ", and aftqr learning the desprr·rtt:J char--

ac tqr of t h1 /lien for whom WtJ,r!'ants had been issued, and be-

ltevinu th ey would kill an y ma,n or~ si ght aga,tnst whom t 'lt.ey 

hm a uri eua,nce, and a,fter t'll king the m'.tt t .tJr ovgr ful .l y , 

Wit h riistn!/ 1r estd g:C-CQ z:,nt; j c;h,1rotffs, with d&.,.TJu'!;y mrr.rsha,.ls 

of knonrn bra.very and cou,T'r; g g and ~l}tth t l;, e lat~ marshal T. J . 

even those whc ar'3 now co!Rp.l'1ining arrlinst the mrzrsr,rll 's '2C-

stng.Ze act , refl ect i ng discredit during his enti re .P!'ior .,.. .~ ,,-

·ri , i n.Jol 1;tn9 eith 9r his cour11,g e or h t s tnt;egri!;.71 -but on T;h e 

other rvmd tlzq t estimor;,y of euer-:;one was giuen in thq s~rong-

est ~ e rms in his .favoro. tr; p1/eltJ of all thes~ condi tions my 

impressim s as ftrst f o!'mgd, cm.1 rzs q:cprqssqd prematur-::1 :; t; o 
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f- . ' C (:l'Z~·J.L q .· ~.L 1 t U?U?, 

sha l Ra,n_ktn frot; e:x:qcutt11g the writs i n Jo hn.:;on c:o unt1:,1 . 

woul(. h'1ve !J qen f oolhordy for 11. i m t o hr, ue at!; gr,;pte d to o. :"' · 

rest those men at that t t mq , and I ~ well satt sft ed that t t; 

'0(£" thr'Y!J, "l/i t he exerctlse of h i ;:; go ad jud gment t hat loss of .; 

li fe anti bl oodshtzd lJJIJ,S prev1J nted. It must not fJe ove rlook.;rl 

t hat t he peopl e i n John so n co zmf;y were orked U,7) to '), fq!J ] z' nJ 

of the rrt ost i nt ense ha.tr1d f ( r '111 inte .,,. gs ted i n the in1Jasion 

and t hey suppo sed t hat t'h.e o.,J.·~ri ce of the ma.rsh :il. had been 

used, tna smuch '1 S t h ere were Seuerr;,l deput !/ mrt rshals f r-om 

TeXIJ,S tn t he party as well as two deputy marshnls who ha v~ 

thu jqq:i_ ings c,,-r· enmity fO!' thg rrvz r- sht;t] anrl all h is deputies. 

I ~ud h ou '3Ver, info mi JU('lg e Vand~ uc1,n t ·:r and S enntor Ca-
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u r.-:td t c aJ. c1.:an:;g • . 

tigauor ad to obtl7i rt 2na r eport th e f a cts as J f ounrt th an , anti 

my ccn cius tc ns re~1cn.-:.:d ..,, : om all surr ound in gs i n .ord er t;ha t 

just ive mi gh t tJe do ne as n s(Trl .u as JJ 0 3 3i iJl ~ Bri ef l :_;, I will 

t n t h e exer cis e of ?t i s !J1st jud;;-

m9ri f: -knowt n~/ t he chrc:ac t 'J r of "!;hg rr>e n h e h 'ld to deal l!'i th , 

and not !Jq i ng a.':J l e to OY'[/'1.rt iz e a comJ.TJeten t pv ::; se , dect de d t hat 

t h '.3 ex_p ~d i t i on woul d l' e f ool hc:.r d.v 1J,nd in 1.Y:r. in, anti u;oul rZ 

hrpJg r e s ul t sd in t he lo ss of life wi thout haut n g a cc ompl ished 
,. 

t he arr es t of a, s i rz~;rl e per s on. r ht s p os it t on i s s upp o7·t ed 

by n ea r l .7J eve ry__ 

t hos e i?'l t9 r e st ed d i rectl y o-: t nd t rectl ~ 1 i n t he -result ~ ci f 

t h e t n7Jas i orl. M11 i m:uress i a ns and con c] 7,,1,s i ons wer e -f'ormed 
- Cl 

wi thout p rejudtc q or· influence of tJ, ny ki nd, be t ng stmpl ~J the 

r es ul t of a ca-reful cons t der1J,t ion of all thg .z z·ghts t fl IJ~ "h d 

up on t he subj ec t . 

I have t he h on o ~ , st r , to bR 

F-r'2nk B. Ur osthwa t t '? , 




