
















      March 15, 1915 

 

Dr. Charles B. Penrose 
1331 Spruce St 
Philadelphia Pa 
 
My dear Doctor: 
 When one gets into trouble the first thing he is reminded of “Those things left 
undone, which he ought to have done; and those done which he ought not to have done” 
and there is no excuse or reason whatsoever for my not having written you long ago 
simply neglect. 
 Here I am to the Mayo’s if I can ever get to them. I think I have a Duodenal Ulcer 
and feel sure of it. Have had more or less stomach trouble for years and as you 
remember had Musser treat me six years ago when in Phila. He found nothing but hyper 
acidity at that time, and I have had that more or less ever since, but the past two months 
very severe and Saturday a week ago passed a tarry stool, which on examine showed 
pure blood. Went to Omaha last Thursday and Dr. Jonas is of opinion that I have a 
Primary Duodenal Ulcer and I am here to go through the mill. Arrived yesterday and 
today managed to get my history taken by a young man a Dr. Henry. A last meal 
tomorrow morning and probably will get the x ray Wednesday. Last fall I weighed 165 
lbs and now weigh 145 lbs so I expect I am in for a Gastro-enterostomy.  
 Now in reference to my neglect in regard the article on invasion. I have read it 
several times, and it is a very good statement of facts to much truth to get off for a few 
years at least. Last year when Billy Irvine was in Cheyenne I gave it to him and he read it 
and he stated in a written note that it would not do for many people to read as it might 
get many of us in trouble. Yes he had promised to give a copy to Grace Hebbard [sic] the 
secretary of the University of Wyoming, who is writing a history of Wyoming. It would 
be rich, interesting material for her, and she has repeatedly asked for it but does not 
know that you have written it as yet. Again Billy Irvine was down to the Wyo Legislature 
this session and he told me he was going to write up the Invasion for Ross Irvine his son 
who wants to publish an article. You may remember Ross Irvine, he the exact opposite 
of his Father a “sissy chap” who acts on the amateur stage and writes articles for the 
“Black Cat” and you may remember Edna Irvine his sister – the best cow girl in Wyo. 
Good rider, good roper, and an all around good fellow. Billy and I are the only that has 
read the copy you sent me. I read some pages to Judge Lacy, who told me not to let it be 
published or spread as it probably would get some of us in trouble. The Invasion is 
brought up every Campaign but of course is gradually becoming a Dead Issue. 
 For the present I do not think it wise to send Billy Irvine a copy as he has read 
this one and it would only be used for purposes stated above. Your copy is in my safe in 
Cheyenne and has been there all the time marked as your Personal Property – with it is 
a picture of the invaders same as you have but I have a complete list of the Invaders 



obtained from the Court Record of the indictments and from Mike Shonsey. Scott Davis 
and others have a complete list of the names corresponding to the numbers on picture 
including Texans, which I did not have when I sent your picture of the invaders back to 
you. Also with it is some new data. For instance I wrote Mr. E. W. Whitcomb asking him 
what induced him to go on the Invasion. He wrote me stating that he with two of his 
cowboys were out rounding up some horses the year before the invasion and were 
driving a bunch of horses toward a lonely corral in order to change mounts when they 
were covered by rustlers and told they could not come to the corral. They left but from a 
distance watched the rustlers. They had a bunch of cows and calves in the corral. They 
had branded the calves with their rustler brand and cut out the tongues of all the cows, 
then turned them loose on the prairie. This prevented the cows from bawling for their 
calves and protected the identity of the rustled calf. Most of the cows with their tongues 
cut out finally died. A very good reason for any man going on the expedition. There is no 
correction in your statement I want to make as recollect. They are true as to facts but 
some addition I had in mind but above all I desire delay for the truth to in any possible 
way get to the people of Wyo. as I feel sure it would cause some of us trouble. 
 I had thought that I would be east ere long but coming here with uncertain future 
might alter my plans. At any rate I will arrange to have you[r] copy and other data sent 
you sometime before long. 
 I acknowledge receipt of the bitch, which I think is better than the dog. There is a 
large demand for those pups especially our Scott [sic] + Englishmen, more than I will be 
able to supply. Also my regular box of Christmas cigars some of which I have here with 
me as I keep them always for exceptional occasions. 
 Trusting that I will soon be in better health 
      I am 
           Yours truly 
       Amos W. Barber  
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