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postmarked 13 MNovember 12, 1925
¥y dear Georgs:

I am grieved beyond words that my boys have asked flmanclal assistance
of you and Alfred.

Ambrose told me he had dorrowed of his Tncle Alfred and I have not
nad it off ay mind - The truth is the boys have been in tae country all
summer & then later in the univeraity amd I haven't had chances for
satisfactory talks with thea.

I hxve only time to write them the briefest letters - I have though
repeatedly talked to them om the horrors of debt. You imow what zental
suffering it has caused me % so do they.
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I began this letter over a week ago, was interruptad, then had to go
to the ¥Yestern part of the state~ % not till nmow have I found a moment to
ZEXATR resume~-

George was over anight defore laat - I had a heart to heart talk with
niz. I feel very sorry for the dear boy, and at the same time feel very
much tired with him. The trutik is Gaorge can nst go on with his education
without financial help 2 undoudbtedly, while I a= earning a salary, I aa
the one to give it to hia.

Jow George takes the position that 1tX would be unzanly of him to tazs
money from his widowed mothsr % holds to tha% position 1like a rockz. iHse
insists he wanted ta borrow from you on a strictly bdusiness basis payiang
you interest etc. Of course you and I both imow it would probably be long
years before he could pay elther you or me. IZut I aa his mother % its
not only my duty but ay responsidllity %o help him % its absurd for hla
to feel as he does.

I told him the other alght that I would not endorse this check you
were kxind enocugh to send - And he went away wikh the understanding that
ne would borraw from a bank giving his note % paying 10%. ie says he did
1t last year % pald it too. I am writing him today eaclosing nmy check
£ar 3200 & telling hiam I shall expect him to pay me 6% interest. I don't
¥now whether he will = take it or not. ;

_ Seorze i3 a fine boy % a smart one % he has the respect of the sntire i
Tniversity. As you kmow though he is none too sirong - That spasmodic
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jerxing of the head is no better and 1s such a source of distress to ame, g
I can't tell you. I feel that if thers is any scientific assistance possible
for him I chould provide that if possible. Its no daubt a serious handicap |
to him now & willl bs for all tizme to come, 1f it can't be cured. I used to |
taink he could overcome it by will power but he assures ze 1ts an invaluntary
auscular zotion that he can't coatrsl. Ye all have our troubles, haven't |
we? I doubt if any woman who ever lived has received as nmuch acclaizs &% :
adulation as I have & yet sonetimes I feel almost ovsrcome with dburdeas on i
a3y heart. Jeorge say9® he hasn't been able to find worx over there this ‘
f£all & ne was abls %o save only 3125 from hls summers work. His salary was

3110 a mo- Lpard &% traveling expenses high % he was in the fark less than = |
three months. e says he has not the physical strength to work the necessary!
nours & do good work, to pay his way, % I fmmk imow that 13 true. e proposes
that he stay ocut of school a ysar % work for money to go the next Jear. ’

of course that would be very foollsh.
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I've goos much 1nto detall but I know you want td know the situation.
HoW as fer Ambrose, bs i3 warkiang % taxing some agricultural work in the
University. Hehds a lot of plaas % whether he 1s going to develop any of
tham I don't xnow. I hope & pray he ¥ill. The truth 13 =y own tizs %
my vitality is 8o taxed xtix every day of my life that I can uot dear the
burden in detall, of =y voys’ problezs, as would llke %o, I just trust
that they have enough ability % enouzh characier to work them eut for
thenselves. Now I didn't know iabrose had dorroved money from you - I
gsuppose he thouzht {t would wosry ne. Ilease tell me how much. I did
tnow he had borrowed froa Al1fred & have intended writing A1fred sbout it
dut just haven't found tizme, It was a jetter I didn't want to dictate.
Jearge has the zost unbounded confldence that IX4Lxd 1s going to work out
nis difficulties. Ambrose

In elosing let me tell you 3y dear GCeorge that I apprsciate mors than
I can say all that you % Jelle have done for zy boys (not to mention their
asther) during the years they were in the south at school and since-& your
willinsness to help Georse now, I'm returning the check because as I've
said, I can glve George the help he needs, 1 know too from the kindness
you showed hiz when you were fhere that you would do 1t for hiz if I

cﬂ“ldn' t.

four devoted sister
Sellle

I want you to know that I think your frank expressions conceraing ay boys
were just right. 4ind that imbrose nas merited all you said about hin,
1 nope that thsy both yet will so acquit themselves that we will all be

proud of theu.




