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) Fromf. Eirector of the ﬁint' D c.’ pB‘tmkd., C.C. Dec. 9' 19&8' 10!30 pm.

Tos Mrs. Gaorga\xayloe. 25 BEo PXWY Yoy nenphis, Tern

1

, December 9. 1943
Dear Felles R . : . A
Your letter waa a treat._ It had been = long time sirce I had

. heard from you,

Cs yea, wasn®t the election result smazing in view of all the
forecasts. It vas surely amusing to read the various articles published
ever the day before election, referrirg %o “Fresident® Deway; what he';
was going to do, whom he was going to appoint to this & that & the
other rest, Just as if he were already in the White House. I felt
sort of sorry for the tarridle embarrassmert he must have suffared
aftervards. Dut I thirk the cnuntry has suffered ro misforture in rot
getiing him for President. Thers is certainly ro eviderce that he
has ary profound knowledge of or ability %o handle the frightful
problems that row desst the world, ircludinrg this country. ’

1 rote that you feel that Presidert Trumar has been wesak in
the past, though you do not specify ir what psrticulars. I de not

- feel that he 13 weak. He took over, out of a clear gky, the most

horrible "mess” the country had ever known after the wars a condition
to challenge a Soloman. KHe had had na irside informatior on what had
trarspired at those conferences befors Roosevel:’s death. On the
whole I thirk he has done an awfully good job & the countxry thought
g0 too urtil he came out with that civil rights dectrire {which the
Roosevelts started & got away with, even with the Southern people (at
least they voiced little protest, which I ecouléd rever understard).
Fresldent Truman, having run for Vice-President orn the ticket
with Roosevelt, evidently felt honor bounrad, throughout the whole
period, to siand strong for all the poliecies on which they rar. e
hag certainly dore his duty in that lire. iow having beer elected on
his own E thirk we &hall see him ghow much independent strength.
cobedy can zay he hasn't courage. And generally speaking it can not
be said that he has appointed weak men to important posts (Cre or two
at the begirring probably merited criticism). iiobedy rrobably had the
corfiderce of the public more than Gern. Xarshall, Sec'y of State. If
you krew the rFresidert & %alked with him, as I have done a rumber of
tines, I believe it would alter the opirion you have received that
he iz weak. In any case we are living ir a crucial perioé of histery.-
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that will our childrer have $o face I worder. I Just home the good
Lord himself will step in & guide our course. Humer brains seenm
urequal to the problems of the day. : oy ‘ :

So scon you will bs on your way to Hawail. How rice! I wish I
were golrg too. Six menths ago Yrz. Quealy called me from Callf. &
irvited me to go with her, but I couldn®t get away. Cre of these days
I'm going to quit this job & have a 1ittle flirg. Dor't you think it
iz $¥ime! I kmow you will have a gra.nd tine over there. I was there
orcae for 9 days you know. TYou will love the tropical flowers & trees.
Thoze morkey-ped trees, so beautiful, look as if they were made by
hard. They deserve a more dignified rame. Ard the baryan trees = de
sure to see the ore back of the Joana Hotel. It is worderful. The
right-blooming cerus too was irn bloom when I was thares something
rever o be forgotien. %Yhen I was there a rumber of Army pecple whonm '
I krew wore statiored at Schofleld & made it very pleasart for mx me.

I met all the Generala & Admirals who were later involved in the Fearl
Harbor episode, at ceveral parties. I hope you will go through the
Dole pinearple rlant. It is truly worthwhile. !o hospital cculd be
more immaculate. You will see that humar hands never touch the frult
after the rrocessing starts.

l‘'elle Corgresgnan Davig has been calling me zeverzl times corveyirg
the desire of the Liong Club of Memphis that I go there %o make a
greech telling how I rur the Hint.

I haven't Baen able to fix a time. It would be a pleasurs of
course to eomply. I can®t get zway from here arytime soon. Chriatmas
iz coon coming en & the the Inauguratior (amd I zm on the Insumual
Cormittee)}. I Xmew that you wers golrng to be awvay from Jan. on for
game time. I would swrely hate to zo wher you were away. So I have
glver no defirite arewer.

You knew did you that your Xargaret & Sdward have accerted an
irvitation %o vialt me during the Inauguration period? It's goirg to
ba grard having them. iargaret is such a dear. Ard she is so Irtelligert
& irterested 1n worth-while thirgs. I thirk she hss her mather'’s wnusgual
caracity for enrjoyment, which 1s a Heaven~gent gift. I alweys felt
that you & ¥illiam had it moere thar anybody I'd ever krown.

Last right I enlled Madeira School to ngk about Ann. She could
ot come to the phore but I wes told che had beer ir the Infirmary with
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‘& cold; but wos now cut. I asked if she could come in to see me for

the weekend = I'g, they eald. Dut ﬁhat she was comirg in to shqp‘Saturday
& night have lurch with me. So I will try again to get her. lie thirk
ehe is such a lovely, fine girl. his | F L s
' It was a great pleasure sseing Virginia & Dick & little Dorothy.
I folt as 1f I di14 so 1ittle for thenm. ' ' '

You asked about George & lMary Steele. They are row back in their
own: domicile - 37 Weat 1lth Street, Kew York City. They have a great
mary interesting frierde & have a very full life I t+hirk. a

Yes, Derothy is well. Che felt better before & aftsr this last
taby’s birth than she has befere. The baby, though conirg prematurely,
has thrived splerndidly. = They named him John. They would have ramed
hin George but decided that there were already so mary George®s in the’
fanily, 1t would be ecorfusing. Her drother's rame ia Georgae & har
grandfather’s, Bradford’s brother also. Her father waz ramed George,
ny Wrother, my uncle. On both sides the Ceorges were rumerous,

I car see you with your family sbout you Christmas. It will Be
a joyous gatherirg I know. Haybe Mergaret will get there. She geems

.%o be able %o get about a3 good deal. '

I will be with ny children here of course. How lucky I am to
have them. ‘ F v ; LT e

" Thark you dear Nelle for asking me to come to llemphis to visit
you, a2t a time when you are at home. Nothing could be ricer for me.
It cecenms though that I have my rose at the grindstore most of the time.
In Septemebr I wert out to San F., Seattle, Denver & Cheyenne. That '
iz %0 say I left ir Sept. & returned in early [ ovember. I wert to
Cheyerne to vote. feedless to say I had a delighiful 1ittle visit there.
when I get back from these long trips I feel that I have 2o stay put
for quite awhile. But az I zay, some time befora I am criprled with
the maladies of old age, I hove I will ¢ake some laisure & go about
as I pleazse.

C, yo8, wéer.'t it rretiy fire to get a dividerd thigs year from

the Tayloe Paper Co. It meart a lot of cheer %o the whole family ro

doubt. 2nd each ons, ro doudbt, finds plenty of places to put it.
Oy the taxes! I groan to think of my taxez this Year. I've gold
ceveral things which Turs ur the bracket. I have go few exenptions,
a gocd part of what I make goes to Unele Same. Ard it will rever be
differert in your lifetime or mire, I thirke.
Flease glve my warm love to loward & arcy, Plizabeth & her
family, virgiria & hers and a heartfull of love %o you ny desar ‘ellie,
Some 1ittle gifts for Christmas will =con be or the way.



