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22 February 1942 

Dear Betty: 

I started writing this letter a few minutes after Pye gave 
me your letter of 21 February. I thank you for the lotter and for the 
Lnf'ermat.i.on contained therein. I also thank you for your other letters 
which L have not answered. 

I understand from your letter that I will not be retired 
for the present, that I will be in a leave status until some further 
action is t.akon , 

I submitted my request fo~ retirement because I was notified 
that Short had done so and took that notification as a suggestion for me 
to do likewise. I submitted. this r-equcs t sole;Ly to' permit the depar tmenb 
to take whatever: a eta en they deemed best for the interests of the country. 
I did not submit it in order to es capo censure or punishment. , 

/ 

Vi/hon I was nctdfi. od that the notific,;J:ti on in regard to Short 
was not meant to put pros sure on mo, I submitted my second 1B tter ~n 
the subjo ct •. 

Yi/hen tho fact that Short and I had submitted requests for 
retirement vms published to tho country, I was astounded that tho de 
partment wou.Ld put Short and me in such light boforo the public. 

On February 19, I received notification by the Secretary 
that I woul.d be placed ctn the Retired list cm March 1, 1942, Paragraph 
2 of this letter states, 11This. approval of your request for retirement 
is without oondona td on o~ any offense or prejudice to future disciplinary 
ac td on ," 

· I do not understand this paragraph unless it· is to be 
published to the country as a promise that I will be disciplined at 

· some future td.mo , 
\ 

I stand ready at any time to accept the consequences of my 
acts. I do not wish to embarras9 the government in the conduct of the 
war. I do fool, however, that· my crucifixion bofore the. pub Li c has 
aeout roached tho limi. t. I am in daily receipt, of letters from ir 
responsible people over the co;untry taking mo. to task and oven thr oab-. 
ening to kill mo. I am not. particularly concerned except as it sh ow s 
the effect on tho public of articles published about me. 

I feel that the publ.L catd on of paragraph two of tho 
Secretary's Lcbt cr of February 16 'will further inflame tho public and 
do me a great injustice. 



\ 

, , 

' I 

I have kept my mouth shut and pr opnse to continue to do so 
as long as it is humanly possible. 

I regret the losses at Pearl Harbor just as keenl~1o~ perhaps 
more keenly than any other American citizen. I wish that I had been 
smarter than I was and able to foresee what happened on December 7. I 
devoted all my enengies to the j'ob and made the dispositions which ap- ~ 
peared to me to be called for. I cannot now ropr-oa ch myself for any 
la ck of effort. · 

I will not conunont on tho Report of the Commission, but you 
probably know what It, think of i.t. I will say in pas'si.ng ·that I was1not 
made an interested party or a defendant. 

All this I have been willing to accept for tho good of the 
I 

country out of my loyalty to the Nati on, and to. await the, judgment, of 
hi.s t.cr y when all the factors can bo published. 

But T do think that :j_n all justice the department _should do 
nothing further to inflame the public against mo. I am entitled to some 
consideration even though you may cor_isidered I erred gr-i.evous Iy , 

You must. appreciate that the boating •I, have taken Leaves very 
little that can be . added to my burden. 

I appreciate your efforts on my behalf and will always value 
your •friendship,. which i's a precious thing to me. 

My kindest regards alwaY,s• 

/s / H. E, Kimmel 

To: A\Jffiiral H., R, Stark, u, S. Nayy 
Chi of of Naval Operations. 

(WRITTEN IN SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA) 


