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Transcrbt on (Ca-ptain l'f,itsuo ?UCHIDA,UN.J 

TRANSCRIPT 

q,, Ca1Jtain FUCHIDA, how long have you b0en in aviation? 
A. My first duty as an a.Lr cr af t pilot was at KASUMIGAURA in 1928 where 
I was e. pilot und.er instruction. I was an attack bomber pilot on K..'1.GA 
back in 1931, and. from Augist 1941 I was on AKAGI as Air Group Commander. 

r;,. Di:i you par t Lcd pat e in the attack on PEARL EA ... 'RBJR? 
A. frs, I was in that attack. I was in a 97 Type horizontal-bomber as 
ob s er-v s r , I WPS ssnior officer of thP Attack. Group. 

ri• \V?r~ y ou with the horizontal-bombers that at t acked the ARIZONA? 
A. 'T:ie Las t ship in line? YP-s, I led the.t flight. 

1• L "'s er i'b8 th'°. a opr o s.ch to PE .. 0.RL RA,1IBOR? 
A. 'I'he car r i er s w."'.re in two co Iumns of thr"'e with 10 kilomPters be­ 
twPEm shi is. '.::'her;, werP. about four cruisPrs I two ba.t t.Leahd.pe I and about 
17 G-c'-stro;rer s scrPening outside thP P.ntire formation. 

Q,, Wha.t r out e d.H thP. l)lP!lP.S t ak> thgt at t acked P~A..'RL Klffi:BOR? Did. they 
all cross over the Ls l and or d.id s om= com= ar ourid ? 
A. (SQA Annex A) 

r r~. ".\'·ore th Fe re th2 same number of l)le.nes in t he two waves? 
A, First on= about 220, s acond wave about 1800 

.,~,. Row weret the 400 ple.nes d iv iIed , as betwPen ty1;)es? 
A. In the first at t.a ok , 40 torpedo nlanes 1 60 horizontal bombers, and. 
80 fighters; in the second. attack, 40 horizontal bombers, 60 divs 
bombers, and 80 fighters. 

Q,. .fore te.rgets as s i gned ov location or by the ty']Je of ship? 
A. ;v,, d.id. not know exactly wher e e oe c.lf'Lc sh i ps WP.re when we came in. 
First in i1~,:oorte,nce were aircraft carriers, second. battleships; but 
v[e d.ii not know their exact Locat t cn, )Jp knew they WPre in FORD ISL.A}J1) 
Pas sa ge , but did. not know 1rvherP~ 'I'her= was a priority on targRts. I 
knew t.hat tlv,re wou Ld be ril.ane e , but did. not know they would. bf' as c.Lo s e Ly 
pe,ckPi a.s st ·;cc:r=-:stER. 

r~. Diel you h':"ve any s :"'cial tor:ped.oPs for this operation? 
A. llJothing spPcial but V8.nes in the torpedoP-s to cut the denth of 
original sounding. 

Q,. How many ple.nFs d.i::l ~rou losP total? 
A. 30. 

c• Eow many d.id you "'XpPct to lose? 
A. -"-bout h2,lf, an:i thought we would. losP he.lf our ships. In ordo.r to 
kP-8''0 down th,0se lossp,s a principal objPct wa.s to destroy your ple.nes. 

Q,. ':i½.y, if it was so successful, diin1t the~r rel)Pat the attack? 
A.,. We d.id. not rPe,lizp, WP h9cl iP.stroyed l)lanes to such an extent• fjp 

knew WP he.d. c1-onP. in four bettlP.shi -ps I but, d.id not know the extent of damage 
to .a1v;~rc.:J.(J pl/:mes, and. of coursP thP carriers were not there. Wp figu.red 
if we couli sink four battlsshLJs, then it was a success. About thrPe d.ays 
afterw2ris when the intPlligPnce we.s gathP.red, it was realized what ha.cl 
DPen ion2; out WP thought that you would be re-su-pDlied with planes from 
the cthPr island.i in tb.e Ra\vAIIAN' Group, so it wouldn't pay to return. 
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'Ir~n§.c~ipt_cn (CP-ptain liiitsuo H'UCHIDA..a.. I.J .W.l __ 
'~ Di:i ycu have a snecially built -plane just for T>hotogra;:,hing? 
A. We used a trainin"-:; »Lans f0r that. 

1:;i. 'ihat d iu you io after P:Sil.B.L H..illBOR? 
A. In Febru:::ry er fli,:,rch, I went to RJ3AUL on the. i,...XAGI arrt went en the 
at t ack on PORT fo,R'lIN, after th2t CEYLON and TRINCOJviAL:EE, after that the 
Y1IDWi,.Y action. 

q,, WhPt was the size of t he fcrce that at t.a cked DAB.WIN? 
A., Ths s221e force eni f or mat Lon es Pt MIDWAY, exce ot tha.t on Iy four 
carriers wera present. 

Q. 
A • 

... ~. 
A. 

'~{, 
A. 

~- 

How many strikes '1.i t you make on DAR','Jil~? 
One. 

-----------~ 

'.--hat wa s the t o t a L number cf nlanes us sd , about 200? 
290. 

Di'l you enccunt ar any nAtrol nlenes 'between ships and DARWIN? 
Yes. 

( 

When were ynu tol·"L thAy werP going to at t ack PB.IL'li, ~JL'R:BOR? 
A. We left on t hs 26th of lfov.,:,mber from CEISHIViA. I eXT)ected thP.t we 
wou l] be gcin,:: to SilJGAPORE; s crn= t houzrrt life were gcinf home Pt first. 
On the 3ri WP- WPrA ttoli cer t s.In Iy thPt we were to b omb P3.'Lc1i:L Kili:20:R but d.ii not 
know the .a t e , The pl!>n w2s t::-- return from P:SAIIL south of lHm'i'AY on' the way, 
out that JL::n was chanzred , Two car r l er-s 1,-1ent iown to WAKE and 4 of them went 
b= ck to the :S!fiPE::O. If the 1,p_p_ther hai been goo::., we wo"li hav e attackei 
;HDWAY. One -:,lFm W"'S to go back to the J1.ARSB.ALLS. 

'~o Wh3, c'.id.n I t you go to the H.-ills·:.r~U.LS? 
A. 'I'hat was the, originel DlP.n but it was chs need , 
a Lt er-na t lv e ':lh"ns4 First -plPn to hit MIDWAY t se ccnd 
thir:-1 p'Lan to retire to the i1L.ffi.SHALLS • (See Annex B) 

There wRrc three 
-plan tc hit WAKE, 

'-1,. WerP- the mi-1,:-::et submar t n es cf e,ny assisti::nce to suPDlying intelligence 
to the forcel' 
A. iict worth 2. iArm. 

/t• You w;:,re, ::--t the :B;:ittle nf MIDtt;,Y, Were you still flying at MIDWAY? 
A. I got ~:1pyenc:.ici tis on the way to MID/AY en-'1. was thus prevented. from 
flying. I was in the sick ba? 2ooerl shh 'pt I:-HDWAY. The .AKAGI receivei dem­ 
'?.f:e anI went ic,wn. The:n I went oack to YOKOSlHLi. :rni enter el the hosDi t2.l 
t,here. I was in the hns':Jital at YOKOSUK.~ 4 mcnths until Se:otember. 

~- WhPt was your n,=,xt ecti vP- iuty? 
A. In the Staff of the First Air FlPet (May 1943), ani then in Se11tembE'cr 
rf 1943, I r,rcmt t0 '.:'I):JIAlif ani SAIPAH I I was on the stp,ff. I was Flight 
,,fficPr. 

Q. How long were ycu in the M . .:i..B.LD:fo.S? 
~. Until the ;:.ni of Anril. A.t PALAU at th?t time the Cnrn!Tiand.er in Chief 
of the Ccmbimd Fleet ii"'-i; in f"'ct ;::,t thPt timf,_ thP entire staff of the 
Combin@d Flep,t 'JFrishe:l, Ther:-,fore I w,=,nt es Air Staff OfficPr to the 
C,:::11:l i.n•-•i Fleet Staff. 

n 
V• 

... ,-. 
When wq_s the Combirn'<l FlPet StRff assembled. 7 
After the etPff WPS kill2d en thP 31st of Mer~h, the, new staff was 

nr~!'mizPi ,:,1Jout the 20th 0f '"'--'>ril. 
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~ranscript on i_Cgptain MJ,;t_!!u.a. ~UdHi:OA, fJHl _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ · _ 
, l ! . ii! 

Q,. Admiral TOYODA Was the new t)lnC Combined Fleet? 
A. Yes , 

Q,. Whe~e were his Headquarters? 
A. in TOKYO EAY, at YOKOSU-KA; the cruiser OYODO was his flagship but 
in September cf last year (1944) he moved to the Staff College at 
HIYOSEI and thereafter. remained ashore. 

Q,. We would like· to talk about planning in the spring and summer of 1944. 
Was it expected in April or May when you first Joined the Staff of the 
0Qrri'bi:ned Fleet that the next UNITED STATES move would be \he MAP.IANAS? 
A. We thought that you were gfling in to the M.ARIAlqAs. 

~- Had you planned to commit the Fleet to the defense of the MARIANAS? 
A. Ye s, if your Task Force approached PALAU, our Fleet being at SING.A.­ 
PORE intended to sortie through the PHILIPPINES to meet you. Our land- 

"based Air Force was in the MARIANAS and we intended that our land-based 
'MaRIANAS Air Force should also intercept your Task Force as it moved 
Wiest. If you approached the MAB.IANAS, our first plan had been to move 

~ the Combined Fleet from OtINAWA on to the YlARI.AliAS to prevent the ~per­ 
atien of your.fleet in the MARIANAS, and at that time to use our rand- 
1P,sed planes· in conjunction with the Combined Fleet from OKHTAWA tA _ 
prevent a land.ing in the MARI.ANAS. There were two-· Abste.cles to th9.t plan; 
one was the threat of at t ack from CHiliA-b~sr.:il planes, the ('ther was an in­ 
sufficiency of fuel supply in OKINAWA to mount the MARIANAS Operation. 

Q,. You are speaking of the fleet of ships, nAt the Air Fleet? 
A. That is the Combined Fleet. 

Q,. At the time of ~ur· attack on the MA..,'ql:ANAS was the Combined Fleet based 
at LINGGA? 
A. Origina.lly it was at LINO-GA, however we did nut have sufficient 
intelligence on your operation. Having Lnsuf'f'Lcd enb intell:i,.gence of 
your ~perations they went frc:m LINGGA to TAWI TAWI to be near enough 
to oµerate close to the scene rif your o:peratigns. 

Q,. Dia. you expect an a t t=ck in the South Pacific around NEW GUINEA at 
this time? 
A. We had an ide? you were going to at t sck WEWAK. We got intelligence 
from RAEAUL to that effect, and because of this intelligence we moved 
to TAWI TAWI. 

Q,. Do you remember if the intelligence from BABAUL was based on radio 
interceptions or ship sightings, or wha.t? 
A. It came from radio intelligence and from o'b'servation of UNITED STATES 
planes, so we assumed. when you did not Land at WEWAK that there would be 
direct engagement south cf F..aLA.U or northwest of PALAU. 

Q,. When you knew we were committed to the MARIAN'AS, wh?.t force did you 
think we .had present? 
A. We thought you had four groups. We didn't know names or classes 
but figured you had four groups. 

Q,. Approximately how many carriers to a group? 
A. Five to a group; We thought you had about 15. 

Q,. How many carriers did you have in that operation? 
A. About 8. 
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1• When we landei in the M~.RI.AlifAS, were your carriers all in the southern 
regions at SINGAPORE or TAWI · AWI? 
A. They were 8.t TAWI TAWI at tha.t time. 

-~. Had a nl.an of fleet action been dretwn u-:, in advance · in the event we 
landed. in the M.:ill.IANAS to counter our 0euration? 
Was a s-oecific Oper ab i on Plan ready for this cont t gency? 
A, 'I'her e was a specific plan for the at t ack , 

Q,. Was it dra.wn up by AdmirB.l TOYOD_-1.? 
A.· T:ti2t was Ad.miral TOYODA1 S res-ponsibility. There were different 
comrn1:miF,rs. You s e e , Admiral OZAWA had command of the Carrier Forces and 
Vice Admiral KAKUTA, at TUIAW, commanded the Land=based 11lanes. Thsre 
w;:re no Army plen,.=-s involved. •. 

.._ Q.. Ad:rnir?l TOYOD.:,.1 S n'l.an covered the coordination of both Land and fleet 
based planes,.is that right? 
A, Yes, the coord i nat.Lon was Ad.mira.l TOYOD_'\t s. 

~ Q.. Was Admiral OZi-..WA consu'l t ed r e gar-I i ng thi.s ouer at t on nlan? 
A. Yes, t hat is, th,=, staffs had a conf'er enci at TINIAl'if, ?.11 thrF!e of them, 
f'ro m thP 8th to the 11th of May. 

Q,. Did the »Lan .env i sage a f'Lee t c1>rriPr "'Ct t on betwei,n the two fleets; 
in ot.h=.r words we r= thA~' pr e osr ed to take on 01·,r fl;:,et with tneir fleet? 
A, Yes, the second. p l an , which was put into t:ction. was th~.t they should 
ciestroy y our Task For ce , Thr~y wc;rfm1t tc1 bothe;r with the MARL.i.NAS, just 
destroy the Fleet. 

'~~. \vhd- w~s the st,,.te of tr<:>.ining of th"' ca.rriP-l' air groups at the.t time? 
A. It was my t ask to take car s of the trPining of the Land=based group 
up to ."l.0ril before I went back to the TOKYO 2.re;. There were about 8('J . . 
planes. ThPy had. bPen training about ten m0nths in the EMPIRE and two 
months in the MARIANAS area. There was insufficHmt time for ad.equa t e training 
for the car r t er=based planes, the? had only about a month after they got 
intelligence f'r om !uulAUL. 

i~. WPre the car r i er :1ilots ab Le to land aboard r 
A, 'I'hey could. not at night, .They cou l.d Land and t ake off all right by 
day, but beyond. that it was not wha.t I would call adequate training. 

'.::,, Was it :pa.rt of the original -olan of the sP.cond opF!ration to fly the 
carrier pilots to the fields in the MARIANAS after attacking? 
A. The original -plan was to return to the shiµs within 300 mile radius, 
but as the radius bec::ome 400 miles they shifted to the -plan of landing 
at bases in thP. M.A.RIAl•rn.s. 

~., Why didn 1 t they clos2 to less tha.n 400 miles from our fleet? 
A, They l0st time because they were under your submarine, attack. Tha_t 
was an inprovisation caused by thP subma,rine attack. 

,-.. 
'"(,• Was that a dP.Ci8ion of Admiral OZAWA? 
A. It wes; tha.t was Admiral OZAWA1 S mistak.-::: tha.t the submarinP.s werA al­ 
lowed to d.Pla.y the operB.tion. 

Q,. lid. they h~vA adequB.te destroyers to screen their heaYy shins? 
A. rr·aA~r h2d thirty• 

~. Do you think that was Pnough? 
A. Three groups, I think it is a littlA short of what they 
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should have had.. 

Q,. What damage d.id you thin..]{ you hail inflicted on our fl1-et? 
A. We thought that two of your car r Ie rs had received some small 
damage. 

Q,. How many carrier planes did you lose? 
A. 280 

~. How long did you exoe ct it to takt'l to Eeplace thosP 2801 
A. About five months. 

Q,. Wher;: did your flP8t retire after the MARIAN.c.S? 
A. All the carriers and other ships that had r.eceived damage went back 
to t he ::::IvIPIR2, the rest all went to LING-GA, ani following th£,se two re- 
tirements,. the able E'·1ips and the repaired. ships which had gone to the 
EMPIF.? were obliged to »r oceed to LINGG.A. for fueling. All, that is, 
exce~t the carriers who remained because ~ilots needed training in the 
:Sr1iPIEE. 

q,. Was therP a serious fuel shortege in the EMPIR'::r 
A. Yes. 

( Q,. Why iid you not fight when we invaded PALAU? Was it because of the 
loss of the Carrier Air Corps? 
A. We abandoned the P.'iliAUS because we did not have carrier air strength 
and plr-nn;;:d to make th"' PHILIPPINSS the next defensive point. The 
situation forced. us to abandon both PALAU and HAL!'fiAH:ERA and areas of past 
cper at t ons for the defense of the PHILIPPHJES. 

Q,. Had we attacked PALAU bef'or= ~ at t acksd bh= MARIANAS, however , 
would you have fought for it1 
A. Yes we would have. 

Q,. Kow returni~g to the 1Jlan for thA defense of the PHILIPPINES, were 
you also pre-pared. to fight for FORM.GSA, OKIK'\.W!\. and. IWO JIMA? 
A\. The first plan was for the defense of the PHILIPPINBS. We did not 
include from OKINAWA to IWO Jirl:A in this d.ef ens e , 

Q,. However, had we attacked. I'.AlO bef or e the PHILIPPINES would you have 
defended I'.iO Jfa.A? 
A. Four pl.ans WF;re ~ie for the d ef'e nse ~ first of the PHILIP-PIN:2:-, second 
for FORM0£A anl thA N.c1.NSEI SHOTO, third of HONSillJ-K'IUSHU and the 
BONil~S, and fourth of E•JKKAIDO. Now the numbering of these plans was 
nnt necessarily in order of expected evP.nts - they were Aither altern­ 
ative or successive o--perations, but we rPther thought that the o:rcler of 
evP.nts would follow the numbering of these plans. 

~- Therefore you expected our next move to bA against the PHILIPPii-f.2S7 
A. -Wr- thought you were going to Land on the PHILIPPINES. If your Task 
Force a t t acked the mainland. or FORJ,,OSA we would come out and do battl,=,; 
but we assum2d ther2 was to be a landing in the PHILIPPINES; therefore, 
that mus t be the ma i n effort. The task of at t ackt ng your Tesk Force 
from either the EMPIRE or FOP..MOSA was assigned to both land.-bP.sed 
Army end NAvy nlanes. The Coillbined. Fleet was assigned to prevent land­ 
ing in the PHILIPPINES. 

Q,. This plan was made u:p 'by Admiral TOYOIA? 
A. Yes. 

~- ':,;as . .;.d.miral OZ.'i.~'L'i consulted this time? 
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A, The plan was m;:,df by the Comb Ln=d, GPnPTB.l Staff; Airnir@.l OZAWA was not 
in on the consultation. 

Q,. Is this wh2t W"-'S known as th'°- "SH011 0--pPration? 
il.. Ye s , 

Q.. I woul"L •lib~ to get a pictu,·e 0f t he eonmand s?t-uD in this oper1?.tion. 
A. (S,,,.,, Annex C) 

~. '.:VhPt ws s the ie,te of the co nb Lna't t on of the 1st and 2nd Air ~'lMts in 
the PEI1IP-;:,lJ{8S? 
A. Th8 beginning of October. 

Q,. Wes the Combined .nir FlPet dirPctl3-y unier Adrr:ire.l TOY.OOA? 
.;i... The.t is r i gnt , · 

~. oz • .:,,·vA. had no control over it? 
A~ Hof A.imire.l OL!..t:vA we.s in charge of the Third. Fleet which~w-"ls the at- 

~ tack §-roup; under h i m Ad.m i r-a L K"@ITA cc-nmanded the Se ccnd FlPet which was the 
euppor t force of bat t Le sht.ps eni cruisers. 

1~. Dii .AdT'.liral .KllI.ITA cont r c L both the forces t ha t CP!!l"' through SAN" 
BER1'iARDL:,O S'I'R..::.IT ani the forces that came thtough S1JRIG.s.O $'17RAIT? 
A. Bo bh wer-=- unier Aimiral :f':.JRIT.'i-. Rear idmiral liiISHE-JIT''i.A W9.S OTC of 
the Southern Force • 

'-i• How was thP Ar,:1y Land=ba.s=d air contrcl led? 
A. This -oe.rt c-f the d ef sns e of the PBTSIP:?IlIBS was from GPn<'>r?-1 Head+ 
quar t e r s in thA ~MPECS t:1:roug}:1 G,:,rn~rel TEIU\.TJCHI at SAIGON! through YAM1-1.SHITA, 
Command Lng G-"ner9.l in t he PHILIPPINES I to t h= Army Air ChiPf in the PB:ILIPPil~~s. 

Q.. If Ad.miral KURITA want ed air cover, ho1,,r :iii hf'> r=queat it? 
A. If Vice fd.r:lire.l KU.RITA r=qui r ed ~tir cover he TF-qu,st,d it of the i'Javy 
Air Ch i ef in charge of SPcr-,n.1 and First Air Fl,,,Pt. 

Q,. In c ther wor'd s , l,.P cou lt r eque s t it clirPctl:r without going U".> ani ,.:;.own 
the chain of cornman.Ls ? 
.h. ThPre w;,,r'" or::Lers fr-C'm T0Y0L;. t0 th; land-be.sed lfavy Air ChiPf to give 
cover to KURITA,- but· if nAcessary Vice .'i>i1-;iirnl KURD:A couli. communicate ani 
m?~'k:e rPq_uest iirPctly of thP leni-b::>.s,~-i navel Air For CP.. Aimiral TBYODA 
1mi General TERAUC7-il hi:>1 Prra.nged. for .P..rny B.ir covp,r for K":JRITA .wl:iPrf nec­ 
essary I but K',.iRITA coull P..lsc -l::.rectl~r request of thP- Arm:/ Air Chier if need 
aros;,~ 

v Di:l our CP.rrier r8id.s of ei:;rly October on the RYUKYUS, FORMOSA l?nd LUZOH 
affect the '?lans fer the defr.nse of the PHILIP""'IlIBS? 
A. Nr.. 

i• The losses th<,t we inflictA1 wer,, not serious? 
A. 1fo, Wf- wer:=- 2ble gr1:1.c..ually to re-suD-oly enough tc keP."'.) our original 
pl"'.U,. 

Q.. De you know !"'.)'.lghl;y how many phmes we destroye-1 in LUZON 2nd ~·ORMOS~.;.? 
·A. Navy 300, .nrrny 200, tote.l 500. 

'~. ilhat iame.ge di i ;-tou estimate you had. inflicted on our fleet off 
FORlviOS.'-l. on 12 - 14 rf Oct '.)ber? 
A. We thought we sank one aircraft carrier, an4:. inflicted. minor damage on 
two. 
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q,. But the loss of 500 p'Lanes was over come without too much tr~mble? 
A, .. Yes, we were gred.uall:r able to buili u,::, ag~.in b~ re-supply, 

~. Ani 500 was in feet the total number destroyed? 
A, It is pretty close t0 the figure. 

'i,. Whf">n W?s the fleet alerted. or orderPd out from these b=aes to defend 
the PHILL?vFES? 
A. I :lnn1 t r?mP.:ibRr the a.~te of either the alerting or the c1'dering out, 

r.:;.. Do you know what information they acted upon? What intelligence? 
A. It was cr;e .LaaC: ::.ng on LEY.El which was sufficient ,reason to cause the 
action0 Thers was u Gmall island. in thA a1)1)ro,9ch to LBYTE and there werP 
watchers and from ·~hem the intPlligence came on the landing. 

~l, You had no r spor t frcm s.Lr cr af t of our arror oach i ng forces? 
A, Two days bef or e we 1::.d. have 21.irnlanA intelligence from DAVAO planes. 

.. "i.• Had you expe c.ied our Land i ng to be on L:E:YTE' 1 MilIDAi'JAO or where? 
-A. We thought or:;:.g:L:nally it wcu Ld be MINl).irnAO, then when we got that in- 
formation from LEITE. we knew for the first time wherP it was to be. 

~1i, Lid you know who was in command of our Invasion Force? 
A. We did. not know who was in char ge , We thought Adroira.l HALSEY would 
be in charge of the fleet; we d iIn It know who would be in char ge of the 
invasion. 

( ;,. Did. you believe that A:imiral HALSEY was under General MACARTHUR? 
A. We d Ldn It think Sl1 We t hought t ne r= was an equcl liaison be tw=en 
NIMITZ and M:\.C _i\.R~'HUR. We t hcugnt that HALSEY was not in charge of the attack 
force, just t,1e.t he we.s in charge of t he Nava'L Task Force; but we did. not 
.think that the Land i ng o-_oera.tion was under HALSEY. 

r· -l• 
A, 

Q,. 
A .. 

Und er whom WAS the lenling oper st t ont 
We iid know bheri but I don1 t r em=mber , 

Do you thin.~ it was unier HIMITZ section or MAC ARTHUR'S section? 
We thought the landing operation was under NIMITZ. 

:,. 
1foe.t was the mission of t hs U-<>rrier f'orce tha.t _you sent down from the 

EMPI~? 
A. To attack ':;he 'T'ask For ce under H,u,SEY. 

Q,. Were the car r Ler pilots sufficiently trained by this time?. 
A. No, they wer e not. Th,'"Y 1.1.rerP pilots of about 80 hours flight exoer i.ence , 

0,. Was it nla,nned to have the -pilots Land ashore after th8 at tack? 
A. They were to land on the shore fields of LDZON. 

··0• And later r e tur n to the ce.rriers the next d.ay pe rhaps t 
A. l'ifci', the;r noVf'\li' inte:r.d,ed co coro bock to .the carriers. 
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~. Once th':' carriers hB1 Launched thPir i;ilan, s, wh8t were they suppoeed 
to cl~, retire? 
A. No. If the nlP.nAs f?ile1 in tr,eir at t=-ck , they w01il-l Land ashore and 
and thP.n join the le.ni-bi=>sA'.l -olen;,s in c::-rrying out suiciie ?tt?cks. They 
cou Id not have Lan.Led back aboard , The ce.rriers were to r~main and help tc di.,.. 
rect the Lan.e-baaed Pir e.ttacks on the Te.sk Force. Kncwi.ng they were 
iefenseless, th,:,;r wPr2 to stay an i assist the at t= ck en the Task. Force by 

, li;, n-t--b> sed iJl?.nes. 

Q,. Sp8cific,:e.lly, how were they to hel;:>? 
A. The car-r Ler s were to stay ther~ as ? iecoy. Thr>y were to draw cf'f 
H.li1SLY1S Tesk Force t0 the north evPn though .'J.efensel('!ss under !'lttack so 
tha.t our own Land+be s ed -olanPs cou Ld. ~ttPck E . ...LS3Y, an I also to iraw him into 
renge of FORMOS_~ Land+bas ed, planes • 

.., ·~. '.<Jhat was the mission of Admiral K'JRIT.'\' S Force? 
h-. It WE.S to at t ack y cur' tr::>ns0)crts. 

~ '.t, •• 4.n·: the s<>.m2 for _,;._d.miral NISHIYiURA? 
A. Yes, we h?•~ ?1s0 cons Ld.er-r.d ;.1lanning at t ack upon the Ti>sk For ce , but 
they iij not h=ve thet duty. ThBir mission wP.s to at t ack onIy the br anspor t s , 
The 'I'::>sk For ce was to be bnought unde r ?tta.ck by ;\.imir?.l OZAWA and thP Land+ 
baseJ. :9l<>nes. 

q,. Dii Aimire,l OZAWA' S oLane s iPliver ;m ?.tteck en thP 24th? 
A. Yes• thPy ,ii:l d.eliver one on the Task ForcP. 0n thP 24th. 

~. Are you fPmilier with the iPt~ils nf thP b"'ttle. 
A. I ir:n 1 t kn0w very muc~ 0bout the CimtrPl j>nl Southern Forces. Arlmiral 
OZAWAS lo-rce cg,Je. out fro~:: thP I:tJLil.lID SE,, sorti<"i thrcugh :BUNGO SUI_I:O, I 
think on the 21st, iml went fairly ,:lirectly iown to the east cf FORMOS.~, 
::!a3.e the E,tte.ck en·l was sunk thP nP.xt night or the next i.ay. 

Q.. Was Aimir?l OZ.;\.1:lA su:nk? 
A. }To. 

Q,, Ut=i.s hP. in a carrier? 
A. I think A•l;:;dr~l OZAWA w?.s in ZUIKAKU, in ?ny event he we.s in a C"'.rrier 
ancl was ::,icb~d. up by e. 'lestrcyer when it was sunk. 

Q.. In ycur cpini,:,n where did. the o,;ieratic.n es Et wholP break down? How far 
:.ii it progress satisfa.ctorily? 
A. :vher. we lest lani airPl?nes in the T~sk Force ?ttick on FORMOSA. Sor.ie­ 
where erouni the 13th when so many le.ni-based. :->le.nes were lr-st in the act ion 
ar0uni FORr110S.i.., I think new that the whcle 1'.)lP.n was foor.ie:l then. 

Q,. That wasn't what yc,u sai'i. e.whilP. Ag0. You saii the loss wa.sn't serious. 
A. This Pction c,ff FORMOSA ten lays before is the actirn which cost the main 
e,ction. It was lost when sr- r:iany -planes were l0st in the FORMOS.'\. P.ction 
previcusly. It ha.ii orii'.~ine.11 lir been thcu5ht in the original nlans th?t 
02.n.W.A a.nd. KUR I TA cculi take c2re of the T=- sk Force Pn'l fof est it but he.i to 
change plAns because of the loss cf so meny nlanes the ten 18¥8 previous. 

·i. How ma.ny ultmes :lid. they losA? 
A. 500 

Q,. You f Pel then, thet the be.ttle cf thA 24th P.ncl 25th we.s e vain effort · 
frol!l. the s te.rt? 
.4.. Thet is correct. I think the genere.l !'!Ction in the 
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PHILIP'?IN:SS was doomed by bhs loss of 500 Land+based -planes ten days be­ 
fore. The r eas on for the OZAWA-KURITA sortie from their bases wa.s that, 
shouli the F:ULIPPiif~S be lost, the SL:TGn..PO:RE area would be no longer 
tenable or useful; so knowing t hat the action was unreasonable, it was 
still und.e'r t aken , 

Q,. Wer0 ISE and HYUGA with Adrnfr a .. l OZA)JA1S Force? 
-'i.• No, they d Idn ' t come. The HYUGA and !SE with an escort of three 
d e s t r cyer s le.ft the ErliPIR3 and came south to EAKO with thP intention of 
.joi.n,:ing ths PHILIPPINE action; but they were so short of fuel it was 
ne ce e aar'y to refuel at spa from tankers. Oil from tankers being in­ 
sufficient thPy were unaole to join thr> action. After the general ac­ 
tion they -orocee~ei to SINGAPORE where they fueled and went home again. 

Q,. Lii you say the ISE and RYUGA were not par t of the OZAWA Force? 
A. No, they wer2 not, an::I they came down through the PES CAD ORES. They 
were supuosed. to su-p--oort the ouerPtion off FORMOSA, and they rounded. the 
coast of FORMOSA end went to BAKO. 

1, Wher" thc•.y damaged in the .ection? 
A. Wo. 

( Q,. This sun-plying as s i gnment , d.o you m=an thPY weri:: with the car r i er e • 
or a long way back? 
A. 200 miles back. ThPjr could do ebout 18 knots and were a~out 200 
m i Le s beh Lnd , 

Q. Was 200 mi Ls s the c Lcs as t they were during the b2.ttle? 
A. I am not certain what they did, I only know the plan. I can give more 
detail on th2t after t2lking with the rig.lit neonle. 

_ ~. Once the :?leets had s t ar t ed out on this o·oeration who cooriinated 
their mov2ments? 
A. It wes 0ZAWA1S duty to coordinate the three. 

Q,. Diel Admiral KURITA1 S ForcP receiv ~i instructions by radio from OZAWA? 
A. At the stert before OZAWA left the BUNGO SUILO everything was unier 
his charge. Once he had sortied it was Admiral TOYODA, and OZA.WA had 
nothing racr= to do with it. KURITA1S retr;:;at was on orders from TOYODA. 

Q,. After the LEYTB Battle whe.t -olans did you have for further defense. 
of the PHILIP;6IN::s, -oarticularly LUZON? 

-A. _We abandoned the SHO Plans; after thPt it was TEN Operations; and 
OKI.L.,,WA, H{J ,JIMA. and '!i'QRMOSA werE': the bas i s of defense. W,:; thought you 
would come first to OKINAWA, second to South CHINA. 

Q,. 'I'he n the defense of L1JZON in November and December was not a very 
serious matter? 
A. The defense of LUZON in November and December ·of 1944 was no longer 
a gre.?t moment, WP had no power. 

Q,. Did you attempt to reinforce the LUZON Land+baaed aircraft, or didn't 
you bother? 
A. Hardly any. We WE'!re waiting in OKINAWA and the 3:'J;P!R3 did hardly e..ny 
reinforcing of L-UZOW aircreft. In the m=anb i me the IWO JIMA action had 
absorbed our interest. One group only went to IWO .JIM.A. 

,:i,. Then it is your opinion that the loss of the PHILrPPINES was due to the 
destruction of ~ircraft at FORMOSA? 
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A; In tih,p,· r:i~.in that is m;r o-p:lnion. 

Q,. Did you feel .that the d.ecr ease of their air power was caused by 
attacks from our plaµes or due to a short2ge of fuel? 
A. Mainl:1; it was Task Force attacks, the fuel problem principally 
affectei training but the air power was diminished mostly by your 
Carrier TRsk Force attacks. 

Q,. Did. the Carrier Task Force destroy planes faster than they could 
build the::17 
A. It was about equa l , plane for p'Lane , the nroduction and destruction; 
but thq' cou Ldn 1 t kee-p ahead, it was just about plane for plane • 

Q,. You felt that the Carrier Task For ces were the main agency rather 
than land-based air? 
A. Production was most affected latPr on by Land+baeed planes, but the 
actual destruction of combat planes was accomplished by carrier-besed 
planes. 

~. Was the critical problem the shortage of planes, or the shortage af · 
· pilots? 

• '\.. Fuel was the worst. 1:le had plenty of pilots but couldn't train 
them -0Pcause of lack of fuel. 

~. Were you f'ant Li ar' with planning for TEN Operations? 
A. Yes. 

( 1. We would like to have you come back another day to talk about it.) 

Q,. Did you expect a long war? 
A. I thought it wou.Ld be a long war, about t hr e e yF>ars. I d Ldn 1 t 
think we had Naval power ,=mough for more than two ye~xs either. 

q,. As the course of the war went along when did you realize thet 
you could not win7 
A. I thought this after the MARSHAL1 C811i9aign, and there were others 
who thought the same when we gave up defending F~:u3AUL. 

~. There is a difference between when you though you could not win a 
decision and when you kngw you would be completely defeated? 
A. I think that the loss of the PHILIPPINES was the time when we knew we 
hai lost. 
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