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SUMMARY

| Captein FUCHITA discusses the attack on P7ARL HARBOR, the planning
for the defense of the MARTAWAS in the spring of 1944, the planning for
the defense of the PHILIFPPINTS in the summer of thet year, and the
reesons for the Jevanese failure in these overations,
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TRANSCRIPT

7 Cantain FUCHIDA, how long have you been in aviation?

A, My first duty as an aircraft pilot was et KASUMIGAURA in 192€ where

I wes 2 pilot under instruction. I was an attack bomber pilot on KaGa
beck in 1931, and from Augrst 1941 I was on AKAGI as Air Group Commander.

w» Did you perticipate in the attack on PEARL EARBOR?
4, T{as, I was in that attack. I was in a 97 Type horizontal—bomber es
observer, I wes senior officer of the Attack.Group,

%e  Were you with the horizontal-bombers that sttecked ths ARIZONA?
As The lest ship in line? Yes, I led thst flight.

O« L=scribe th= avprosch to PELRL HAFEBOR
> 4, Thes carriers ware in tWo columns of three with 10 kilometers be-
tween shios. There were about four cruisers, two battleships, and about

17 destroyers screening outside the entires formetion,

), ¥hat route 4id the wnlsnes tels that attecked PEARL EARBORT Did they
£11 cross over the island or 4id som= coms szround?
i, (See annex a)

A
‘Ko

ore there the same number of vlanes in the two waves?
Ly ir

o
First ones zbout 220, sacond wave about 180,

Je How wereithe 400 planes divided, as between types?t

A, In the first atteck, 40 torpedo vlenes, 60 horizontal bombers, and
80 fighter in the second attack, 40 horizontal bombers, 60 dive

S!
bombers, and 80 fighters,

Qe Fere tarzets assizned by location or by the type of ship?

A, ¥e did not know exactly where specific shios were when we came in,
First in icportence were aircraft carriers, second battleshivs; dut

we dil not know their exact location. e knew they were in FORD TSLAND
Passsz tut did not know where, There was a priority on tergets, I

25y
knew thet thsre would be vnlanes, but did not know they would be as closely
packsl as &t THIELER,

%s Did you hsve any s»=cial torpedoes for this operation?
A, WNothing special but venes in the torpedoes to cut the deoth of
criginal sounding,

3. How many plenss did you lose total?
AT S

v» HO¥w many 4id you expect to lose?
A, about helf, ani thoughtwe would lose helf our ships. In ordar to
keeo down thesse losses a princivel object was to destroy your planss,

Wy, if it wes so successful, didn't they remeat the attack?

A, We did not realize we hed destroyed vlanes to such an extent, Ve

knew wea had done in four bettleships, but did not know the extent of damage
to AMERIC:N planes, and of course the carriers were not thers, We figured
if we could sink four battleshios, then it was a success, About three days
afterwsrds when the intelligence was gathered, it was realized what hed
teen dons; Hut we thought that you would be re-supolied with planes from
the cther islands in ths HaWAITAN Group, so it wouldn't pay to return,
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)5 Did you have 2 swpecially built nlane just for vhotograohing?
A, We used a training »lane for that,

B Jhaet dia you Ao after PZaRL HARBOR?

A In Februsry or Merch, I went to R.BAUL on th- AKAGI ani went o¢n the
atteck on PORT D-RVIN, after thet CEYLON and TRINCOMALEE, after that the
MIDWAY action,

Qs Whet wes the size of the force that attzcked DARWIN?
A, The seme force ani formetion ss at MIDWAY, excent that only four
carriers wers nresent,

Q. How many strikes 4il you make on DARWIN?
A, One,

2 #het wes the totel number o nlenes used, abeout 2007
A, 290,

g Tii you encounter any matrol nlsnes between shins end DARWIN? )
A, Yes,

Qs When were ynou toll they were scing tc 2ttack PTARL HARBOR?

A We left on the 26th of Fovember from CHISHIMA, I exmected that we

woull be goinz to SINGAPORE; some thoucht we were going home =t first,

On the 3rd we were #0ll certainly thst we were to bomb PEaRL HaR=OR but 4id not
¥now the .2te, The plen wes t~ return from PTARL south of MILWAY on the wey,
but that »l=n wes chanzed, Two cerriers went iown to WAKE and 4 of them went
beck to the IMPINE, If the weather hal been gool, we wo»ll heve attacked
#IDWAY. One wlan wes to go back to the MARSHALLS,

Qe  Why 4idn't you go to the MaRSTALLS?

A Thet was tha orizinal nlen but it was chenzeld, There were three
alternative nlsns, First plen tc hit MIDWAY, second plan tc hit WaKE,
third plan to retire to the HARSHALLS, (See Annex 3)

& Were the miiget submerines cf any assistsnce tc sunnlying intelligence
to the force?
A, Het werth & dsmn,

%e  You ware =t the Battle of MIDWAY, Were yeu still flying at MIDWAY?

A, I 2ot apoeniicitis on the way to MIDJAY snl was thus prevented from
flying, I was in the sick bay zhoarl shin 2t MIDWAY. The AKAGI received dem—
aze snl went icwn. Then I went back to YOXOSUXA =2ni enterel the hoswnital
there, I was in the hrsnital at YOKOSUKa 4 mcnths until Seotember.

Qe What was your next sctive duty? ‘ :
4. In the Staff of the First Air Fleet (Mey 1943), ard then in Sentember
of 1943, I went to TINTAN and SAIPAN,I wes on the staff, I was Flight

DATaE Lz

Qe How long were you in the MARTANAST

A, Until the eni of Anril, At PALAU at thet time the Commanier in Chief
of the Combined Fleet iied; in fect 2t thet time, the entire staff cf the
Combin€d Fleet verishai., Ther~afore I went =s Air Staff Officer to the
Coxbinsd Fleet Staff,

2 When was the C5mbinpi Fleet Staff assembled?

A, aAfter the steff was killed cn the 3lst of Merch, the new staff was
nrzanized sbout the 20th of -»ril,
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Trznscript_on (Captain Mitgua EUGH@DA, 1Iw)

f A=l
Q. Admiral TOYODA was thé new 810 Combined Fleet?
A, Yes.

Qs Where were his Headquarters?

A, In TOKYO BAY, at YOKOSUKA; the cruiser OYODO was his flagship dut
in September of last year (1944) he moved to the Staff College at
EIYOSEI and thereafter remained ashore,

Q. We would like- to talk about planning in the spring and summer of 1944,
Was it exvected in April or May when you first Joined the Staff of the
Combined Flect that the next UNITED STATES move would be %Be MARTANAS?

4. We thought that you were gning into the MARIANAS.

Q. Had you planned to commit the Fleet to the defense of the MARIANAS?

A, Yes, if your Task Force approsched PALAU, our Fleet being at SINGA-
PORE intended to sortie through the PHILIPPINES to meet you. Our land-

~based Air Force was in the MARIANAS and we intended that our land-based

" MARTANAS Air Force should also intercept your Task Force as it moved
West, If you approached the MARIANAS, our first plan had been to move

. the Combined Fleet from OEKINAWA on to the MARIANAS to prevent the eper-
atipn of your fleet in the MARIANAS, and at that time to use our land-
tesed planes §n conjunction with the Combined Fleet from OKINAWA ta
prevent a landing in the MARIANAS, There were two abstacles to that plan;
one was the threat of atteck from CHINA-bnsic plenes, the cther was an in-
sufficiency of fuel supply in OKINAWA to mount the MARIANAS Operation.

Q. You are speaking of the fleet of ships, nnt the Air Fleet?
A, That is the Combined Fleet.

Q. At the time of aeur attack on the MARIANAS was the Combined Fleet based
at LINGGA? '

A, Originslly it was a2t LINGGA, however we did not have sufficient
intelligence on your ovneration. Having insufficient intelligence of

your aperations they went frcm LINGGA to TAWI TAWI to be near enough

to overate close to the scene nf your operatiens.

Q. Did you expect an attock in the South Pacific around NEW GUINEA at

this time?

A, We had an ider you were going to attack WEWAK, We got intelligence
from RABAUL to that effect, and because of this intelligence we moved

to TAWI TAWI,

Q. Do you remember if the intelligence from RABAUL was based on radio
interceptions or ship sightings, or what?

a. It came from radio intelligence end from observation of UNITED STATES
plenes, so we assumed when you did not land st WEWAK that there would be
direct engagement south of FALAU or xiorthwest of PALAU,

Q. When you knew we were committed to the MARIANAS, whet force did you

think we had present?
A, We thought you had four groups. We didn't know names or classes

Q. Approximately how many carriers to a group?
A, Five to a group., We thought you had about 15.

Q. How many carriers did you have in that operation?
A, About 8,
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%  When we landel in the MsRIANAS, were your carriers all in the southern
regions at SINGAPORKE or TAWI ' AWI?
A, They were at TAWI TAWI at that time,

3« Had a vlan of fleet action been drawn u» in advance in the event we
lenied in the MARIANALS to counter our cepration?

| Was a swecific Operation Plan ready for this contigency?
A, There was 2 snecific plan for the attack,

Qe Was it drawn up by Admirsl TOYODA?

, A, Thet was Admiral TOYODA'S resmonsidility, There were different

: commaniers, You see, Admiral OZAWA hed command of the Carrier Forces and
Vice admiral KaKUTa, et TISIAW, commenled the lani-bzsed wlenes, There
were no Army mnlenes invelved, .

~ G  Admirsl TOYODa'S plan covered the coordination of both lend and fleet
* based planes,.is thet right?
A, Yes, the coordinaticn was admiral TOYODa'S,

" Q. Wes Admiral OZAWA consulted rezariing this operation mlan?
A, Yes, that is, the staffs had a conferenc> a2t TINIAN, 211 three of them,
from the 8th teo the 1lth of Mszy,

2e¢ Did the »lan envisage a fleet cerrier =2ction between the two flaets;
in other words were they vprepsred tc take on ovr flset with their fleet?
A, Yes, the second plan, which was put into &cticn, was that they should
destroy your Task Force, They weren't to bother with the MARIANAS, just
destroy the Fleet,

“o What wes the stete of training of th= cerrier 2ir grouns at th=t time?

He It was my tesk to tzke care of the treining of the land-based group

ud to asril before I went beck to the TOKYO srea, There were aboul 8n)

vlanes., They had been training about ten menths in the EMPIRE and two

months in the MARIANAS area, There was insufficiént time for adequete training
for the czrrier-bssed planes, they had only about a month after they got
intelligence from HABAUL,

Qe Were the carrier wnilots 2ble to land aboard?

A, They could not at night, They could land 2nd take off all right by
day, but beyond that it was not what I would ca2ll adequate training.

Do Was it pert of the original v»lan of the second oversztion to fly the
carrier pilots to the fields in the MARIANAS after attacking?

A. The criginal olan was to return to the ships within 300 mile radius, -
but as the radius becsme 400 miles thay shifted to the plan of landing

at beses in the MARTIANAS,

~

Yo, Why didn't they closz to less than 400 miles from our fleet?
A, They lnst time because they were under your submarine attack. That
was an inprovisation caused by the submarine attack,

Ne Wes that a deeision of Admirsl OZAWA?
A, It wes; that was Admirsl OZAWA'S mistaks that the submerines were al-

lowed to delay the cperation,

%e Lid they heve adequate destroyers to screen their heavy ships?
| . A. Thev hed thirty,

[ A Do you think thet was enough?
| A, Three groups, I think it is a 1ittle short of what they
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should have had,

Q. What demage d4id you think you hail inflicted on our fleret?
A, We thought thet two of your carriers had received some small
damage,

Qe How many carrier planes did you lose?
A, 280

2+ How long did you exvect it to take to replace those 2807
A. About five months, -

Q. Whers did your fleet retire after the MARIANASY

A, 411 the cerriers and other ships that had received damage went back
to the ZMPIRE, the rest all went to LINGGA, ani following these two re-
tirements, the able ¢mips and the repaired ships which had gone to the
EMPIE™ were obliged to vroceed to LINGGA for fueling, 4ll, that is,
excent the carriers who remained because nilots needed trazining in the
ZM4PIEE, : :

Q. Was there a serious fuel shortsge in the EMPIRT?
A, TYes,

Qe Why did you not fight when we invaded PALAU? Was it because of the
loss of the Carrier Air Corps?

A, We 2bendoned the PsLAUS because we did not have carrier air strength
and plennecd to makes ths PHILIPPINTS the next defensive point, The
situation forced us to abandon both PALAU and HALMAHERA and areas of past
operstions for the defense of the PHILIPPINES,

Q. Had we attacked PALAU befors me attacked th- MARIANAS, howsver,
would you have fought for it?
A, Yes we would have,

Qe Now returning to the plan for the defense of the PHILIPPINES, were
you also prevared to fight for FORMOSA, OKINAWA and IWO JIMA?

Ay The first plan was for the defense of the PHILIPPINTS, We did not
include from OKINAWA to IWO JIviA in this defense,

Q. However, had we attacked IWO before the PHILIPPINES would you have
defend=d I.0 JI:aA?

A, TFour plens were mede for the defense: first of the PHILIPPINZ-, second
for FORMOSA and the NANSEI SHOTO, third of HONSHU-XTUSHU and the

BONINS, and fourth of HUKXAIDO, Now the numbering of these plans was

not necessarily in order of expected events - they were either altern—
ative or successive overations, but we rsther thought that the order of
events would follow the numbering of these plans,

Q. Therefore you exvected our next move to b~ against the PHILIPPINZS?
A, W, thought you were going to lani on the PHILIPPINES, If your Task
Force attacked the mazinland or FORIOSA we would come out and do battle;
but we assumed there was to be a landing in the PHILIPPINES; therefore,
that must be the mein effort, The task of attecking your Tesk Force
from either the ZMPIRE or FORMOSA wss essigned to both lani-besed

Army end Havy vlanes, The Combined Fleet was assigned to prevent land-
ing in the PHILIPPINES,

Qe This plan was made up by admiral TOYOLA?
A, Yes,

Qe ias sdiniral 0Za7A consulted this time?
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A, The plan was made b the Comdined General Sta2ff; aAdmiral 0ZaWa was not
in on the consultation,

a5 Is this what wes known as th= "SHO" Operation?
N Yes,

Qe I woult like to get a victure of the ecommani sat-un in this operation,
A, (Sc~ Asnnex C)

Q%  Thet was the date of the combination of the 1lst and 2nd Air Tleets in
the PHILIPPINES?
Ay The beginning of October,

Qe Wes the Combined air Fleet directly under Admiral TOZ@DA?
Ay Thet is right,

s 0ZA7A had no control over it?

A¢ Ho, Admirzl 0ZAJA wes in charge of the Third Fleet which was the &t-
tack group; under him admirel XURITA commanded the Secrnd Fleet which was the
suppert force of battlaships ond cruissrs, g

@e  Dii admiral KURITA contrcl both the forees thet cemes threugh SaN
BERNARDINO STEAIT and the forces that came theough SURIGA0 STRAIT?

A, Both wers unier Ajdmirel XURITa, Rear admiral HISHIMURA was OTC cof
the Southern Force, :

Yo How was the Arny lani-based air contrelled?

Ao This nart ¢f the defense of the PHILIPPINES wes from General Head-
quarters in the EHYPIER through Genersl TERAUCHI a2t SAIGON, through YAMASHITA,
Commending Gonersl in the PHILIPPINES, to the Army Air Chief in the PHILIPPINES,

Qe If Admirel KURIT: wanted air cover, how 4ii he request 1t?
A, If Vice Almiral KURITA required air ccver he reqursted it of the Navy
Alr Chief in charge of Seerni anl First Air Fleet,

Qe In cther words, hs ccull request it diractly without going u» ani dewn
the chein of commends?

A, There ware oriers from TOYOLa o the lani-based Nevy air Chief to give
cover to XURITA, but if necessary Vice admiral XKURITA couli communicate and
make request liractly of the lani~based Navel air Force, Admiral TOYODa

endl General TERAUCHI hoi arranged for Army 2ir cover for KJRITA where nec-—
essary, but KURITA coull alsc 4directly request of the Army Air Chief if need
aros-,

~ve  Did our carrier raids of eesrly October on the RYUKYUS, FORMOSa 2nd LUZOW
affect the plans for the defense of the PHILIPTINES?
A, He,

Do The losses thet we inflicted were not serious?
A, To, we were 2ble gradually to re—sunoly enough tc¢ kean our original

nl=2n,

% Dc you know roughly how many planes we destroyel in LUZON =2nd FORMOSA?

‘A,  Navy 300, army 200, total 500,

‘o What damege 411 you estimate you had inflicted on our fleet off.
FORMOSs on 12 — 14 cf October?

A, We thought we sank one aircraft carrier, and inflicted minor damage on
two,
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Q. But the loss of 500 planes was overcome without to0 much trouble?
A, Yes, we were grezdually sble to buill uwo again by re-supply,

Qe And 500 was in fect the total number destroyed?
A, It is pretty close to the figure,

Je  When wes the fleet alerted or orderesd out from these beses to defend
the PHILIP?IUZS?
Ao I don't remecuber the dste of either the alerting or the ardering out,

% Lo you krow what information they acted upon? What intelligence?

A, It was c¢ke ianding on LEYE which was sufficient reason to cause the
action. Tkere was & small island in the anwroach to LEYTE and there were
watchers and from them the intelligence ceme on the landing,

By You had no rapors frem aircraft of our avoroaching forces?

A, Two days hefcrs we 1id heve airplane intelligence from DAVAO planes,

<% Had you expecied our landing to be on LEYTZ, MINDANAO or where?
A, We thought originally it would be MINDANAO, then when we got that in—
formetion from LEYTE. we knew for the first time where it was to be,

e Lid you know who was in commend of our Invasion Force?

A, ‘e did not know who was in cherge, We thought Admiral HALSEY would
be in charge of the fleet; we diin't know who wouid be in charge of the
invasion,

%  Did you believe that Admiral EALSEY was under General MaCARTHUR?T

A, We didn't think s We thought thers was an equal lisison between

NIMITZ end MaC ARTHUR. We thougnt that HALSEY was not in charge of the attack
force, just thet he was in chzrge of the Neval Task Forcej but we did not
think that the landing operation was under HALSEY,

4e  Under whom was the lending operstion?
4, We 4id know thsn but I don't remember,

Qs Lo you think it was under WIMITZ section or MAC ARTHUR'S section?
A, We thought the landing overation was under NIMITZ,

s That was the mission of the gerrier force that you sent down from the
EMPIRE?
A, To attack the Task "orce under HaLSEY,

Q. Were the corrier nilots sufficiently trained by this time?
A, No, they were not, Thry were nilots of about 80 hours flight exverience,

Qe Was it nlanned to have the pilots land ashore after the attack?
A, They were to land on the shore fields of LUZON,

e And later return to the cerriers the next day vperhaps?
A. Uo, they neeny internded t¢ ecorce buck to the carriers.
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Tronscript. on {(Cavkain Miteuwe FUCHIDA, Jodalu¥ o . o Lo oo &0 &
Q. Once thes carriers hzi launched their nlancs, what were they supnosed

to de, retire?

4, He, If the nlanass feiled in their att-ock, they woull land ashore snd

ani then jein the leni-besed nlenes in eorrying out suicide =ttacks., They
could not have lanied back 2abosrd, The cerriers were to remain a2nd helnp %o di-
rect the lani-based =ir sttacks on the Task Force, Kncwing they were
defenscless, they wers to stay ani sssist the atteck cn the Task. Force by
leni=besed nlanes,

Q. Spacificslly, how were they to heln?

4, The carriers were to stay there as » lecoy, They were to draw cff
EALSZY!'S Teosk Force to the north even though iefenseless under attack so

that our own lend-besad nlanes could sttack EaLSEY, anl also to iraw him into
renge of FORMOS.. lani-bssed planes,

. 3¢ ¥hat was the missinn of Admirsl KURITA'S Foree?
A, It wes to atteck your trensyerts,

J¢ ant the s2me for admiral NISHIMURA?

A, Yes, we hal 21lsn considered mlerning attack uncn the Tssk Ferce, but

they 2ii not heve thsat duty, Their mission wes to attack only the transprris,
The Task Ferce wes to be brought under stteck by admirel OZAWA and the land-
besed plenes,

Q. Did aAdmirel OZAWA'S nlanes deliver an 2tteck cn the 24th?
A, Yes, they didi deliver one on the Task Force on the 24th,

Qe Are you femilisr with the details ~f the bottle,

A, I inrn't knew very much obout the Centrel snl Southern Forces, Admiral
OZAWHS Force came ocut from the IHLAND SE., sortiei thrcugh BUNGO SUIrO, I
think on the 21st, snl went fairly directly lown tc¢ the east of FORMOSa,
nade the zttack 2ni was sunk the next night or the next sy,

Qe Was Admirsl OZAWA sunk?
4, No,

Qs Was he in & cerrier?
A, I think &dmirsl OZaWA was in ZUIKAKU, in eny event he was in a carrier
andl was »icked up by e destrcyer when it was sunk,

Qe In your coinicn where did the cveraticn 2s 2 whole brezk down? Hew far
3ii it progress satisfacterily?

A, Whern we lcst lanl a2irmlenes in the Tesk Force =ttzck on FORMOSA. Some-—
where arcuni the 13th when sc many lenil-bssed planes were lest in the sction
around FOR#OSa, I think ncw that the whele nlan was loomed then,

Qs That wasn't what you saiil awhile age, ¥You sail the loss wasn't serious,
A, This »ction off FORMOSA ten days before is the actirn which cost the main
ection, It was lost when s¢ many pleznes were lest in the FORMOS4 action
previcusly, It had originellly been thcught in the original »lans thet
0Zaila and KURITA could take cere of the T-sk Force snl iefeat it dbut hel to
change plans because of the less of so mony nlanes the ten lays vrevicus,

3+ How many olanes 1il they lose?
4, 500

% You feel then, thet the battle of the 24th 2nd 25th was 2 vain effort -

from the start?
A, Thet is correct. I think the generzl sction in the
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PHILIPPINES was doomed by the loss of 500 land-based planes ten days be-
fore, The reeson for the OZAWA~-KURITA sortie from their bases was that,
should the PAILIPPINZIS be lost, the SISGAPORE area would be no longer
tenable or useful; so knowing thet the action was unreasonable, it was
still underteken,

Qs VWere ISE and HYUGA with admiral OZAWA'S Force?
A, Yo, they didn't coms, The HYUGA and ISE with an escort of three
| destrovers 1l=ft the EMYPIRT and came south to FAKO with the intention of
| joindreg ths PHILIPPINE action; but they were so short of fuel it was
necessary to refuel at sea from tankers, O0il from tankers being in-
sufficient they were unable to join the action. After the general ac—
tion they vroceedel to SINGAPORE where they fueled and went home again,

° Qs Lil you say the ISE and HYUGA were not part of the OZAWA Force?
4, ¥o, they were not, esnd they came down through the PESCADORES, They
were suponosed to support the cverstion off FORMOSA, and they rounded the
. coast of FORMOSA end went to BAXO,

e Where they demaged in the 2ction?
Ny e

Q. This sunplying assignment,do you mean they were with the carriers,
or a long way back?

A, 200 miles back, They could do sbout 18 knots and were about 200
miles behind,

Qe Was 200 miles the closest they were during the beattle?
A, I am not certain what they d4id, I only know the vplan, I ean give more
detall on that after talking with the right neonle,

AQ. Once the Fleets had started out on this overstion who coordinated
their movemsnts?
A, It wes OZAWA'S duty to coordinate the three,

Qe Did Admiral KURITA'S Force receiv: instructions by redio from OZAWA?
A, A4t the stert before OZAWA left the BUNGC SUILO everything wes under
his charge, Once he had sortied it was Admiral TOYODA, and OZAWA had
nothing more to do with it, XURITA'S retreat was on orders from TOYODA.

U after the LEYTE Bettle what vlans did you have for further defense
of the PHILIPPIN:S, wmarticularly LUZON?

A, We abandoned the SHO Plans; after thet it was TEN Operations; and
OKT.a¥WA, IWO JIMA and WORMOSA were the basis of defense, We thought you
would come first to OKINAWA, sescond to South CHINA,

3. Then the defense of LUZON in November and December wes not a very
serious matter? :

A, The defense of LUZON in November and December of 1944 wes no longer
2 great moment, We had no vower,

Q. Did you attempt to reinforce the LUZON land-based aircraft, or didn't
you bother?

A, Hardly any. We were waiting in OKINAWA and the Z¥PIRT did hardly eny
reinforcing of LUZOW aircraft, In the meantime the IWO JIMA action had
absorbed our interest, One groun only went to IWO JIMA,

Qs Then it is your opinion that the loss of the PHILIPPINES was due to the
destruction of eircraft at FORMOSA?
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A In'mwrmain that is my opinion,

Q. Tid you f-el that the decresse of their air power was caused by
attacks from our plapes or due to & shortsge of fuel?

A, H4ainly it was Tgsk Force attacks, the fuel problem principally
effected training dat the air power was diminished mostly by your
Carrier Tgsk Force attacks,

Q. Did the Cerrier Task Force destroy planes faster than they could
build them?

4, It was about equal, vlane for plane, the production and destruction;
I but they couldn't keep ahead, it was just about plane for plane,

Qs You felt that the Carrier Tesk Forces were the main agency rather
than land-based air?
A, Production was most affected later on by land-based planes, but the
~ actual destruction of combat planes was accomplished by carrier-besed
* planes,

| 0

4e Was the critical problem the shortage of planes, or the shortage of
* pilots?
A, TFuel was the worst, We had plenty of pilots but couldn't train
them because of lack of fuel,

| Qs  Were you familiar with planning for TEN Operations?
A, Yes,

( 7. We would like to have you come back anocther day to talk about it,)

Q. Did you expesct a long war?
A, I thought it would be a long war, about three years, I didn't
think we had Naval power enough for more than two years either,

G. 4As the course of the war went along when did you realize thet
you could not win}

A, I thought this after the MARSHALL Camoaign, and there were others
who thought the same when we gave up defending RABAUL,

Qs There is a difference between when you though you could not win a
decision andi when you knew you would be completely defeated?

A, I think that the loss of the PIILIPPINES was the time when we knew we
had lost,
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