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By- the Aaeodated Pre••• 
'.l'CIIO, Oot. 25 - Fl-eet Admiral Oaami . Nagano. - the n wtio gave the 

order 1tart.1ng the Pao11'1c war - aid toda.7 that a formal deolaration 
ot war was to ha Te preceded Japan' a att.acs on Pearl Harbor by· one-halt 
hour, but •tor aome unknown naaon• th vital ••sage waa delayed in Tokyo. 

'.!'he attack, he ■aid in an exol Uli A• ociated r •• interview, "achieved 
tar reater 1uccee than I had u,peoted, • and waa not a m1.litary blunder. 

Na ano, Japan•• wartime chi t ot nav., ta.rt, ocepted "tull reapona1bilityt• 
, tor nald.ng tll deal lion to attack, after bitter internal oontroveray in 
which ome admirals aaaert d that the plan waa •too dang roua,11 he added. 

B• declared that he and other ravy' officers eJq>eated Japan•a declaration 
ot war to precede the attack on Paarl Harbor by 30 minutea. He did not 
elaborate on h11 comment that i thad been· delayed in Tokyo • tor ome unknown 
reaeon.• Hia com.ent a e11u~d to imply, hawever, deli t• stalling. 

•Looking back on the f'1ghtin atrength in th· United States and Japan, 
I feel oonfidmt I ade no mi take 1n i suing final .orders to attadc Pearl 
Harbor. thout it suooea ; th Japan •• would bave been detea~ed earlier," 
he aaaerted. 

The 65-year-old admiral, now living quietly on the edge ot Tokyo, said he 
xpected to be proa•cu.ted a• a nr criminal tor his share in th• w r, wh:l oh 
he n.1d inoludeds 

Breaking the deadlodc between admiral l.l"ging Ula t the fir t attack be 
made on· Java and llalaya, and those advoaating f:1.rat attack on Pearl· Harbor. 

I■■Ui.n_g ardens for departure at th attacking fle t, although the late 
Admiral I oreku Y&JallO'to decided ·th sailing date, November 26. 
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\ 
Iaa\11.ng arder1 on acember , or 6 •to UH our martial. might on Dec ber a, 

1941 (Tokyo td.•J Decamber 7, U1'1ted Sta.tea ti.me).• 

pr4!r d ~ Rendesvoua 

Jfagano 1aid he 1aaued th• tit;l&l atta order •because Japan •• convinced 
that war between Japan and the United State■ na unavoidable.11 

The attacking fleet aaile d before receipt or Secretary Hull• a November 28 
p•oe meeeage - Nagano termed 1 t 11'.rhe Hull ultinatur• - but had orders to 
rende1TOu.t at •a waiting p_oint between 900 and 1,000 mil northwest of Hawaii", 
and could not advance With out flu-th r orders, the admiral said• 
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•A.dmiral Yamamoto had guaranteed to • in Decemb r 2 ccnterenoe that 
the tleet could be recalled U' Washington n :gotiationa were auooeas.tul.." 

But by the time the fl.en reached the wait.in point, the ituation n• 
·• conaidered hopeless and Nagano• ~ciaive crder to attack waa to timed th t 

th• tl•et actually •spent veey little timett there be.fore· proceeding toward 
Pearl Harbor, the admiral related. 

11No one in Japan bad the strength to halt th tide ot war, running in 
Japan since the Uanohur.1.an incident,• added. 

f!!:!Z "Had 12, _ Diltz.• 
Th• baaio cause ot the Pad.tic r waa "the ~ situation in China, which 

developed along th ida&a of th army, not the n&vy," Nagano said. Once war 
beca• inevitable navy personn l "Md to do their duty as military men.tt 

Japan did not definitely decdde on war until alter the cabinet of Premier 
B1dek1 Tojo waa installed on October 17, 19411 Nagano declared. Than the navy 

de full preparations, althoUgh alway• remaining abl to Withdraw our force 
if Washington negotiations ucoMMd." 

Be:tore the Pearl Harbor ttaok1 he us rted, •the Emperor, the Japanee• 
Navy and the Foreign Office were of the opinion that war ■hould be declared 
tir■t and then the attadc on Pearl Harbor should tollOW' aho~ afterward - 
but the note waa· ent iater than the att de tor some unknOIP'l reason.•• 
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