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HEADQUARTERS

U.S. STRATECGIC BOUBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

¢/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTERROGATION MO, (USSBS NO. 65) Place: Tokyo
MLV NO, 13 Date: 15 October 19453 0930-1215

Division of COrigin: Noval Analysis Division.
Subject: FEARL HARBOR - MIDFAY - SOLOMONS,
Personnel interrogated and backgrovnd of each:

Captein WATLANABE, Y,, IJY, Guunery Officer on Admiral YAMNAMOTO's Staff,
Commander in Chief 2Znd Fleet at MIDPAY Battle June 1942, Member nf
Military Affairs and Naval Headquorters Staff 1945. Very good command
of English language.

Where interviewred: MELJI Building,.

.

Interrogntor: Captain C. (n) Shands, USN.
Interpreter: Liecutenant Paul Brown, USIR,.
SUMFLRY

PEARL HARBOR: Training commenced about Ausust 1943, wwith specicl shallow
water torpedocs for attack upon PEARL HIARBOR, Photo intellirence used at
PEARL EARBOR to assess damage,

MIDWAY: Occupation of MIDWAY plonned subsequent to the Doolittle raifd on
TOKY0., UMNecessary to illiminate that point as = base for an attock unon JAPAI.
Four carriers, one heavy cruiser and 4500 personnel lost,resulting in retire-
nent of occupation Porce. ILoss of battle blamed on Jap cruiser foree, 7hich
did not maintain sufficent caution znd search of erea., Seme lack of caution
resulted in CORAL SEL loss and failure to occupy PORT IMORESBY,

GENERAL: Some feeling evident against Japanese fir Force and Army. Think
Lrmy to much in nolitics, not enough in fipshting, Loss of war due decline
of nir force and supporting fuel supply, Opinion JAPAN would have been for-
ced to quit due to lack of fuel and food in 1946, whether cities bombed or
not. No territorial aspiration other than CHINA and that part of the tworld
to the west of a line betireen SINLAPORE, EAST INDIES, SOLOMONS & KISKi.
This wns to be a protective wall for ASIA.
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TRANSCRIPT
Are ycu familiar with and plans for PELRL HARBOR?
Yes, I knor a 11ttle about them. 3
Were you at PEARL HLRBOR?
No, I didn't go there, but know a‘litfle-about the plans for the .attack,

Con you tell us the main forces participating at PEARL HARBOR, the compos=
ition of each carrier force, etd?

I do not know but I will try to get the information in-writing.

Do you know if this operation atJPEARL HARBOR hon number or nane’ How
vas the operation designated? = , o !

I am not quite sure, but believe it wasn!t named,

Do you know the track of the appronch to PEARL HARBOR?

The start wos fron SLEKI, the training harbor-about 17 Tovériber 1941, then, -

north’ and” heross . the PAC IFIC, just douth.of “the ALBUTIANS, then south tor
PELRL HARBOR, Ve had - studicd. the neather on this rotite for a long time,
Upon returning we suffered firom heavy seas and strong winds. Several men-
were killed by the storm on the way back.

Any ships lost?

No, but some received storm damage.

When the JAPANESE FLEET 1left PELRL HARBOR, do you remerber if they had
tro or three plans of .retreat?

No, just the shortest route.

Do you know about bow mony planes were in the wttack? = -

Lhout 450 plenes. .. Half of them were defensive ond hﬁlf“of them offengive.,
How many planes were lost? ‘ i -

The loss was nct so great. Mot over 30 ta 40.

"hat was the objective of the attack upon_PEARL'gARBOR?

In Japanese tactics, we are told vhen we have .two enemies, - one in fromt
and one in the back, first we rust cut in front by sword.. Only cut and
not kill but make it hard. Then we attack the back enemv and kill him,
Then we come back to the front enemy and kill hin, This time tre took that
tactic, having no ainm to capture PEARL HARBOR but Jus+ to crlpnle it We
might have returned te Cﬂoture later., { 1,

Wh t were your de'sig"n‘a'l:e"J torgets?

The first aim was at aireraft carriers, but they were out at sea, s6°
attacked other shivs. :

Did you have any special equioment'éﬁch a8 shallow water torpedoes? -

Yes, we. had studled and trulﬁed to ettack in shallow water with torpedoes,
They were special torpécdoes, to: run shﬂllorT I -donot: knov the details,

How long had you been troining?
Four months, since Lugust 1941.
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Qi Where was this training concducted?

-[L . SAEKI .

Q. Was the purpcse of this training to attack{fEARL HARBOR or other Qreas?

A, Only PEARL HARBOR. B

Q. Were your midget: submarines atEIRL HARBOR consi@gred of any value?

A, Ft was a morale fictor, Young naval officers very much admire bravery

of Italina officers in torpedo boats and small submarines. Becouse of
their admiration of Italian officers, they s1so want to show bravery in
subnarines. ! . s

Q. Did.y~u know the demage that had been done to the American Fleet at
PEARL HARBOR?

A. Yes, we kneu by photographs. About three weeks after the squadron come
back to JAPAN, the fleet received photographs token during the attack, :

| WIDHLY BLTTLE
Q. Were you present: in the Battle of MIDEAY, 4 Jupe: 19427

Le Yes, I was Gunﬁery Officer on Admiral YAMAMOTO‘sEStaff on the battleéhipz
YAMATO. ! o R : g N

Q. What were the main forces involved?

ﬁ; See chort,

Q. Fhdt was the disnosition of .your fleet Felativeiio MIDWAY?
L. During the approach the transports were to'fhelgoutﬁwest; carrier forces
 to the northwest; main body, battleships, cruisers, to the west. One
force in LIFUTLIN ISLANDS, e ' -
Q. 7ho Tas in commond of"tﬁe’eﬁtiré;opérdtioh?‘
A, Loniral YAMAMOTO, who vas killed in o plané crash {in SOUTH PLCIFIC,

Q. “ho was in cormand of occupation forces?
L, AGmiral YAMAMOTO,

Q. Who was in command of the carrier forces?
L. Admiral: NAGANO., o oo ot ol | e nl o

O
7

.-Hew 'did the foree retire after-the baftle?

L. The main body went west, carrier group ordered to join moin body to re-
turn to JAPAN, some to SINGLPORE. The Cruiser Division Seven broke off
from the transport group and continued on townrd MIDWAY, During the night
the MOGALMI and MIKUMA collided, MOGAMI received preat domage from the :
collision. Due to the demage to this crulser, the cruiser Division also

retired, The MIKUM. wos sunk by dive bombers the next cday.

Q. #hot were. the plans leading up to the attack? Did you intend to occupy
MIDFAY? ' . ==

L, We intended to ecapture MIDTAY becouse on 18 Lpril ve were attacked in
TOKYO for the first time, We thought the planes came from MIDULY,

Q. Di@ you believe that by taking MIDWAY there wduld be no more raids on
TOKYO?

Ao Yes.
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Diéd you 1ntend to go beyond MIDVAY?

If we could, we wanted to go to PEARL HAIBOR, but it was not authorized
because it was too far. 7e intended to dapture small islands between -
MIDVAY and. PEARL HATROR. & If we cupturee _bsse islands, the land based
planes could attack PEARL HARBOR; ‘le w2htéd to capture PEARL FARBOR
later.

“hat was vour plan of employment of MIDVAY after capture°

‘e plnnned to use it as a base for long range search plones and for Sub-
marines. The attack on the ALEUTIAN: ISLANDS iras port of the same plan,: .
We planned only air raids, but we wanted to capture KISKL a little later,

Did you plan to hold KISKA and DUTCH HARBOR and then move down-to the
UNITED STATES?

Not that far., Only to protect JAPAN from air raids.,
How much military force was in the rvonvoy at MIDUAY?

Not quite sure, but we have one marine regiment, gbout 15003 and one
military regiment, about 1000. ,7e expected to land 6 June, . 3

Can you tell me what ships vere lost at MIDIAY?

Five ships sunk: AKAGI, KAGA, SORYU, EIRYU, MIKUM:K, I think 211 sunk
by dive bormber action, ' : i o

Did this operation have any number or name?
MI, which stood for MIDULY ISLAND action.

Do you know hor mehy personnel were 1ost in the MID'AY Bﬂtt1e°

I think 700 on each of the carriers went dom and zcbout 1000 on the
MIKUMA, a few othersmay have been lost. "The total lost was'abeut 4,500.
Admiral YAMAGUCHI was killed, If Admiral YAMAGUCHI had been saved, he

"mould have eventually been made Commander of the Grand Fleet,

How was the operation order to attack given to the¢:fleet?

In early lMay we gﬂthercd at the Naval Station HASHIRAJINMA, a. port near KURE
ené eve told-dm'a eonfetence.. Afterwards the trensports went to SAIPAN,
They then received sailing ‘orders by letter, carried by plane. Beginning

to sail, orders went by wireless but after sailing they used no wireless,

N\

How long did you expect to be hble to hold MIDWAY?

le exnected to be able to hold MIDVAY about three months without rein-
forcements,

Did you lack any speeial ‘equipment for the landing force?.

There was sufficient forces to capture and hold MIDFAY with adequate equip-
ment, but due to lack of precaution on the part of the &ir Force, it was=
1ost The people of JAPLN are not trained to keep secrets and the impor-
tant information of the cabinet was spread by the members. JAPLN was
successful in the early part of the war because its mnoves were secret.
Before the war started, members of the Air Forces and members of Naval
Officers aboord Shlp sometimes quarreled sbout ships apainst cirplanes.
During the early time 'of the war,: the Air Ferce attackéd the battleships

“REPULSE and PRINCE OF T.1ES and stnk them off SINGLPORE, After attocking

PEARL HARBOR, the Air Force beldieved the aircraft carriers were very strong
and could inflict a greqt deal of damage on enemy surface ships. This
attitude contimued up to the Battle of WID'AY, The foilure of the Air
Force to maintain an adequnte search for lmerican Carrier Fleet at MIDWAY,
plus the fact thot the JIPLNESE submarine line ruhning north =nd south
between 1657 and 170W, was to far east teo locate the lmerican Fleet, are
the reasons given for the loss of the'Battle of MIDWAY
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TRLNSCRIPT of Interrosation (Captain “LTANLBE, Y., TJN)
Q. it vhat point vas the decision nade tc discontinue the campoign?

L. ifter carriers :ere sunk the order to retire was sent out at ten otclock
in the night. &t that tinme only the remaining ships of the Air Force
and tronsports turned oround, Cruisers ahd main body went ahead,

Q. That was the plan of -employment of this main body- and cruisers?

L. The eruisers were going to proceed ond shell MIDULY and the main body -ras
to proceed towerds corrier forces to give protection and rescue surviors.
The main body odvanced to within the range of [nerican long ronge planes
ond then joined up with destroyers and eruisers-from carrier forces.

Q. “hat foctor determined the concellation”of the plan to bombard MIDUAY?

L. The collision of the two heavy crulsers during the night,

Qe Teré any battleships sunk or damcged? .

Lo Moy haove been donaged slichtly by bombs, not sure. 3

Qe Do youlknow if HARUNL was damaged ot MANILAL on 8 December or ﬁf MIDUAY?

L. She Jid not receive demage nt either place, No damege to battleships or
cruisers ot MANILL, ‘ -

Q. Was any tronsport damaged at MIDVAY?

L. They turned back before attacked, One may hove been damaged by tprpedo
but not sunk, I am not sure of damage, < L et

' Q.. Tren was first contact made with Lmericon bonbers?
Ao Lbout three hours after sunrise on 4 June,
Q. Did you receive any reports of our long range bombers over your main body?

4. Mext doy your long ronge bombers come, but no damage., That was on 5 June,

Q. During the afternoon &f 3 June, was your formation attacked by long range
bonbers? ' :

L. Yes, but there was no damage to hattleships or cruisers. The: some ~fter=-
noon ‘long range bombers also attacked transports to southwest, possibly
inflicting slight comage to one tramsport., I heard that about micnight
befcre the moin battle the force.was attocked by seaplones with torpedoes.

.. One transport hit but nét seriously Damaged the bottom,

P

| Q. as your formotion of transport formation attoecked early the next morning
on 4 June? § T LF :

L+ No, neither moin body nor tronsports were attoacked,
Qs On 5 June were you attacked by long range bombers?

L. No, transports perhaps, but we received no report of having been attacked
or demaged,

Q. Howr near #id your main body approach MIDULY before returning?

L. About 500 miles, The remcining ships from the carrier force were shedul-
ed to join the main body of ships ofter sunrise on 5 June, Upon ccmple=-
tion of the rendegzvous 21l ships retired,

Qe ‘Tere the MOGAMI and MIKUML attacked by long range bombers on the 5th June?

L. Yes, ver& high but no hits, I think it was morning.
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Qe Uhen was the MIKUMA sunk? :

4, T thlnk the MIKUMA sank 1n,the afternoon. But Was‘damaged in the morning
by dive bombers, couldnit novigate very well. The MOGAMI damnged at the
same time but not too badly,. :

Qe Just before sunset on the 5th, were those cruisers attacked by long range
bombers?

A. I don't think so., It was not reported.
Q. Were.any other ships attdeked by “long range hombers?

A, Some were attacked but’no'hlts{. One destroyer damaged by carrier planes
in the afternoon. The KUMA was damoged and I think the KINUGASA I
. don't know what type of planes.

Qs On the 6th of June during the retreat did our carrler planes attack battle-
ships’ of the mein body?

A, No bombers seen by the main body during retirement
Qs "hen the maln body retlred dld your subnurlnes ﬂlso retire?

LA, Yes, but couldn't find any American ships. They fired on MIDUVAY Fhlle
passing,

Q. What effect @id the loss of the carriers have on your later plans?

LG

L, Many plaones and o number of pilots were lost in the action which weak=
ened the Navy Air Force requiring training tc replace them, The Army
refused to toke their pilots from MANCHURIA and CHINA during the SOLOMONS -
CAMPAIGHN,therefore the Navy was required to furnish pllots in that area.
Sorie went to ZUIKAKU and SHOKAKU, \ ,

Qe Did the Army provide pilots in the SOLOMONS also?
A, Yes, second class Arny pilets were put ashore in SOLOMONS,

Q. Did the Japanese Navy then plan to operzte within range of the shore
base planes? »  § one o '

( L, Yes, until they got more carriers, In the movement of the squadrons, the
pilots flew from.island to island, Only Navy pilots took part. The frmy
pilots remained on a single base due to lack of novigational training.

Q. .Did you have reder instclled on your ships at the Battle of MIDUAY?
L o, obout fugust 1942 it was installed..
Q. Fhat wos the flag ship at MIDUAY?
L. YAMATO,
4 SOLOMONS

Qe At the Battle o the BISMARK SEL, March 1943, do you know what damage.was
inflicted on your convoy?

L, im not quite sure, but think that a few transports and two escorts were
sunk

Qe Fhat was the plunnfor your Task Forces in, the- -CORAL' SEL in May 1942.

A, In the battle of the CORAL SEA, the SHOHO had startec down with a small
task group to attack PORT MORESEY from sea. In passing through the CORLL
SEA, the Air Force on the SHOHO failed to maintain proper precaution and
were attacked by the iLmerican Air Force and sunk, The ZUIKAKU and the
SHOKAKU were sent dowm at the same time to support the SHOHO force and
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intercept the Lmericon ecyrier, Iater tﬁe-§ﬁQKAKU,ﬁas,very badly damaged,
the ZUIKAKU received minor domages and nany petple killed, - The SHOKAKU
nearly capsized, Admiral YAMANMOTO sent me to investigate damage of SHOKAKU,

How long was it‘required'fd‘repdiryfﬁe SHOkﬂkU?

Lbout three months, About one month for; ZUIKAKU, . “:l'

Did that damage to thosg'pa;rigrsﬂeffeqtcyour pland- in the SDLOMONé?';
It delayed our plans tqlcapture:gUADALCANAL and occupy the SOLOMONé.';

Why were he troops and ships that were sent down to the SOLOMONS TSEAND
sent dowm in small numbers instead of large numbers? -
The original plan didn't eall for capturing GUADALCANAL. However a ‘local
commander from TULAGI went over to GUADALGCANAL for pleasure and then -
decided to make an airfield, We had only about 1,000 men, mostly lab="
orers for building airfields, We received information that only about
800 to 1,000 American troops had landed so we sent down about 1000 to"
assist our troops then on shore, to drive out the Americans, They were
defeated. This was the first .time that the Japanese Army Yad been defeat-
-ed and then tre sent 5,000 down but they weren't strong enough to drive
out the Americans and recapture the island. Then we tried to send more,
but we lost both ships and men, . The Army -had been used to fighting the
Qiinese” Army, ;

o 4. © GENERAL

2 e et
\ - Bt

Waé the Nevy prepared to éopdugt a long;war? _
Two or fhree years, It is the opinion of most Navy OffiCers.that the
tide was turning with the loss of SAIPAN, . It was pretty definite that'
the war was lost following the loss of LEYTE and OKINAWA, but we were
not sure, Ao g

About how long did youzjhink the war would last? - G : ¥

About three years, When MARSHALL ISLANDS, RABAUL and KISKA were occu-
pied, I felt that thot should be the extent of our operation and it

. should be made a line of défénsg'in order to preserve that territory:

Qe

Qc

die

Qe
lAs

for the.defense of the Emhﬁge. "
TThy wasn't the Japanese submarine used for more of’fensive work?

Since we did not have air or sea control, owing to the irmy's eager re~ |
quest for supplies, we had to supply them by submarines, It then hecame
o habit to supply them in that monner, Poor tactics,

Do you know whet caused the decrease in Japanesé air power? Wag it the
loss of planes, loss of pilots, lack of fuel to train pilots or due to
the results in the SOLOMONS?

The reason this war was a failure 'ms due to the decrease of our Air Force.
- +

- ifter you captured IEYTE, the fuel became less and less, Then 6 endeavor—

ed to produce fuel from sugar, The sugar was obtained from FORMOS., but
this was not cnough. . o ey S

" o
-

Phat caused your greatest loss in shipping? . : B S el
In the case of shipping, the cause was by submarines in the area and la- ,:
ter it was principeily.mines, Along the CHINA'COAST it as. airplanes,

Aléng the'sbuﬁhgrqiiélaﬁds;oﬁfJAPAN were ﬁdny;shiﬁsisunkvbj"ouf planés?

fony fishing boats. Near the end of the war, the number of ships -sunk by
aireraft was shbout the some os those sunk by submarines,
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Do you feel that the attack on shipping was sufficient to bring about the
close of the war?

Yes, I think if you didn't bomb the cities your attacks on shipping would
hove brought the same results by next Spring (1948). ~

What would have been the cause of the close of the war?

The great cause for the close of the war. would have beén lack of fuel
and food vwhich is shipped in,

Did you plan to occupy AUSTRALIL?

We didn't want to go to AUSTRLLIL, The Navy was very rich with ships so
we only plamned to set up a protective -rall extending from SINGLPORE
through EAST INDIES, SOLOMONS, and the MARSHALL Group to KISKA. The
Japanese Army was supposed to capture CHINA, but CHINA was so big that
they were unable to completely do so. We didn't think that the Japanesg®
Army did very well, We think that the Japaiese Navy did better.

Was the Navy ready for this war or did the Army force the Navy into it?

After the Army captured MANCHURIL, they had great power in politices, -The
officers instead of studying war begen to study politics. In the SOLOMONS
they should have studied war instead of politics, That is my experience
in this war,

Could you give me o diagrom showing me the chain of commands in the
Battle of MIDWLY? ALlso a list of the ships, including transports, that
were damaged and the date of damage?

Yes, I 1l bring it back,
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