
Harry Elmer Barnes 

What happened at Pearl Harbour? 
Peace News· Dec, 7 1962 3 ~ 

"Wars have a-way of coming about in menacing mili~ary' patter,t.i and 'politfc~l -im­ 
circumstances that have note been fore- passeof our time. It created the two most 
~n by. hilmaiis.· · .For ' example the likely focal points for t~~ outbreak of a 
Pearl'. Harbour·: attack is a ca;e in thermo-nuclear war - Berl_m and F~rmosa - 

·., , · ·· · ·. - • · • • unless sudden flare-ups like that m. Cuba 
pomt .. Of all the places ID. the ~acifi_c may turn the lethal trick. Hence Pearl 
t~at apparently the pl~nners and poli- Harbour may well have determined the fate 
tical leaders thought might be attacked of mankind. American entry into the war 
that was probably the last one." - ultimately produced atomic warfare as well 
Pr~sident Eisenhower, August 28, 1958 .. as Russian domination of Central Europe. 

American suspicion 'of her- political enemies- · Moreover, a detailed study of how Pearl 
is constantly nourished by the memory of _Harbour came about provides ominous 
the Japanese attack on the American naval · lessons as to the uncertainties and eccen­ 
base at Pearl Harboi:ir on Decemb~r 7,. tricities of human conduct in controlling the 
1941 - 21 years a_go today, This incident 'is outbreak of wars, an ever more crucial 
known to almo~t all Americai'is as "•one..,,,of matter in the destinies of the human race. 
the most infamous acts of treachery in the The damage done to the American Pacific 
history of international relations, and is Fleet, a_lthough exaggerated at the time, was 
used to justify the maintenance of a impressive and devastating. The personal 
"garrison . state" in· the US today as a and political ambitions, professional stereo­ 
preparation against the possibility of a types, ruts of thinking and action, and mar­ 
similar act by the Soviet Union.• The tial passions that brought on Pearl Harbour 
"Pearl Harbour complex " was in part would, if repeated in such a crisis as that 
:responsible for President Kennedy's violent caused by the Cuban incident, or a future 
reaction to the discovery that Russia had one at Berlin or Formosa, almost surely 
Installed long-range missiles close to the destroy civilisation. Hence, a discussion of 
A.:merican mainland. the lessons of Pearl Harbour for today is 

somewhat more than a matter of idle curi­ 
osity for military antiquarians. 
The interpretation of the causes of the sur­ 
prise attack on Pearl Harbour which was 
slowly built up and established by the so­ 
called revisionists was based upon the 
assumption of a three-fold conspiracy.' The 
larger and all-encompassing conspiracy was 
that of President Roosevelt and his inter­ 
ventionist supporters to get us into the war 
then raging in Europe. A very important 
item in this overall conspiracy was the need 
to have the war started by an attack on the 
United States, to fulfil Roosevelt's campaign 
pledge that he would not lead us into war 
unless attacked. The second assumed con­ 
spiracy was a .lesser but more precise one. 
organised· and directed by President Roose­ 
velt to prevent the c.ommanders at Pearl 
Harbour, General Short and .. Admiral 
Kimmel, from getting the large body of 
alarming information available in Washing­ 
ton as a result of our, breaking and reading 
Japanese codes. These intercepted ·messages, 
properly mterpreted, indicated an .imminent 
Japanese bombing attack on Pearl Harbour. 
The third conspiracywas the effort to cover 
up the responsibility for the failure to warn 
Pearl Harbour. · 
Th~ first of these conspiracies involved 
ne_a_rly everybody in the top · political and 
~1htary. circles in Washington, either 
?Irectly m the plotting for war, cir indirectly 
m their more or less willing participation 
due to their official posts and professional 
duties. !3ut until August, 1941, it did not 
mean a conspiracy to get the United States 
into war with Japan. Mr. Roosevelt :1n~­ 
ferred to enter the war directly in Europe 
and did not decide to use , the Japanese 
" back door ":. until the, front 'door . was 
closed to him by the refusal of Hitler ~~d 

In two · articles which appeared in Peace 
News on April 24 and May 1, 1959, Dr. 
HarryElmer Barnes, the eminent American 
modern· historian, showed that the Ameri­ 
cm· government knew in advance of the 
Japanese. plans to attack Pearl Harbour and 
1bat they failed to warn the Pearl Harbour 
commanders because they wanted the attack 
to take place. The reason for this was that 
Roosevelt had made an electoral pledge not 
to enter the war unless America was 
attacked first, and he wanted America in the 
war since this was the only way he could 
1100 to bring the US out of economic 
depression and save his New Deal pro­ 
gramme. 

This article outlines in some detail exactly 
•ow Roosevelt, with the help of General 
Marshall, prevented warnings of the Pearl 
Harbour attack from being transmitted to 
the . Pearl Harbour commanders, and des­ 
eribes how those responsible for the disaster 
~ccessfuily concealed their guilt. It in­ 
dudes information whicli has never· been 
printed before. The article has been 
checked by a number of'leading experts-on 
this subject. 
The Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Har­ 
bour on December 7, I 94 I, is· regarded by 
most people who recall it at all as a 
dramatic historical episode, now consigned 
to political and military archeeology. Quite 
to the contrary, it was one of the most 
decisive battles in the history of the human 
race, Its complex and continuous aftermath 
played the dominant role in producing the 

" Old Glory still flies through the thick of 
battle as, these. brave tars bring the. blaze 
under control," says the caption to,:this 
official photo (above) of the attack. 

Mussolini to be provoked into committing­ 
some warlike act on the: Atlantic after the 
United States began to convoy vessels bear­ 
ing war materials to Europe. · 

Impatience-about this failure led to the first 
steps towards war with Japan when harsh 
"economic.c-financial . and shipping measures 
-: were imposed on Japan inJuly, 1941. The 
die was cast for thejback door entry when 
Roosevelt .met Churchill- off the _coast ,qf 

. Newfoundland in August, but Roosevelt 
never quite.abandoned his .hope o{ an ade-. 
quate ,in_ci,dent; -on the Atlanti_c; He added 

'.~ verbal-insults to nayal provocatiqns of Ger­ 
,-many; but- all in va:i_n. 

~[With' I'egard to the second conspiracy, it was 
forhlerly belieyed that the main officials in 
all the._top civilian and military levels con~ 
nected with such matters in Washington 

... wer~ aware, :su;ely by December 4, 1941, if 
·. not by November 27, of an impending• 
Japanese at'!aclC oh. Pearl Harbour, and 

- . wished to ~am Short and Kimmel. They 
· were only held back by strict orders from 
Roosevelt not to send any warning infor­ 
mation to Pearl Harbour before it would 
be too late· to ward off the Japanese attack. 
It now seems certain that this conspiracy to 
:black out-Pearl ·Harbour was limited solely 
to Roosevelt and Gen·eral Marshall. · And 
this did not take shape ·until after December 
2 or 3, at which time Roosevelt received 
from some fbreign source, presumably 
Great Britain, specific information that the 
attack would take place at Pearl Harbour. 
Until that time he was of the same opinion 
as all the others in the related top civilian 
and military posts in Washington, namely, 
that if war broke out it would be some­ 
~here around the Philippine Islands or in 
the South Pacific area. This expectation 
was fully shared even by Short and Kimmel 
right to the hour of the attack. 

pue to the fact that American cryptanalysts 
bad broken many Japanese codes long be-. 
fore Pearl Harbour - even the most impor­ 
tant of all, the top diplomatic or Purple 
Code, by August, 1940, nearly seventeen 
months before Pearl Harbour - our experts 
in the Anny Signal Corps and Naval Com­ 
mtmicati'ons had been reading the Japanese 
messages sent all over the world. Hence 
they were able to get a clear idea of the 
Japanese plans for peace or war, and the 
most probable time and place of the latter. 
By late November, 1941, a great mass of 
information had been accumulated at Wash­ 
ington indicating that Japan would make 
war on the United States somewhere if 
diplomatic negotiations failed. Many inter­ 
cepted Japanese messages, the first of which 
was picked up on September 24, 1941, and 

decoded on October 9, actually pinpointed 
tb.e attack on Pearl Harbour. 
By December 3 and 4 it was certain that 
war would come in a matter of days, and 
on December 4 that it would. be against the 
United States. By the afternoon of the 6th 
it looked as though it might come _the next __ · 
day, and on the early m,orning of the 7th it" 
was apparent th:at_ it would take I>lace about· 
l p.m. Washington time - about 7.30 at· 

·Pearl Harbour. Yet ·no.,warning o.f any' 
probability of an -attack on Pearl Ha-rbour 
was serit 'to' Short· or Kinimel .until about: 
noon· on tlie 7th, :·when-'Mars!;!all sent a __ .,, 
message to Short. • This - could·,.no.t .J:!av~ 
arrived in tiine to have had ·any_real ·1;:ffect. 
in warding off the· Japanese attack or get- . 
ting Short and Kimmel prepared to meet i.t, _ 
even if Marshall had telephoned it dire~- t"'. · 
Short in 'a matter of minutes. It wa_s a,ctu~. 
ally· sent by ordinary, commercial radio ~d . 
did· not get to Short until the Ja_[)anese ·,,; 
bombers were safely back on their- carriers. 
Moreover, the so-called warning was sq,· .. , 
vague_ that it wpul,d not have clear.IY indi- ,. 
cated that an attack on Pearl Hai:bbur·was ·" 
about to take place. . .. . 
This delay in wani,ing Pea:rl Harbour was'" 
due to. a ocinspiracy directed by Roosevelt·L 
'to preverit Pearl Harbour from being''.' 
alerted and to ensure the execution of the .,. 
attack. Bur no others-except·Marshall knew.,; 
that the attack would take place at Pead : ,; 
Harbour; everyone else remained convinced.,; 
that war would most, surely start in the Far .; 
East. Even if·they had known that it would,: 
take place at Pearl Harbour, Roosevelt bad 
so arranged it that no warnings could be 
sent to the Pacific or Far East from Dec­ 
ember 4 onward without being cleared by 
Marshall. The latter disappeai:ed on the 
afternoon of the 6th as soon as he learned 
that war was at hand, and was not available 
to anybody except Roosevelt until about 
11.30 on the day of the attack. When 
Adrpiral Stark had a sudden impulse to 
warn Kimmel on the morning of .December 
7 he was unable to get hold of Marshall, 
This was rather late, anyhow. 
Now that it has been established that there 
was no comprehensive conspiracy on the.·· 
part of the Army and Navy to black out , 
P:arl Harbour, it is . inevitably asked, why,,: 
with all the ·accumulated evidence of an 
imminent Japanese attack somewhere and 
the pinpointing of the attack on Peart' Har­ 
bour in many messages beginning with tha. 
one decoded as early as October 9, all the 
top-level authorities in Washington con-. 
tinued to believe that war would begin in 
the Far East. With the abandonment of the 
conspiracy theory, save for Roosevelt and· 
Marshall, the usual explanation has been 
continued on page 1 O 

·Joke- over 
Satire is bursting out all over. It is funny 
when you think that not long ago no man­ 
ager, producer, agent or editor would touch 
satire with a barge-pole. The process by 
which the public knows what it wants is one 
of the baffling mysteries of life.. 
A glimpse now and again of an old film 
on television reminds ·one of the musts and 
must-nots of other periods.. Do you re­ 
member the late ..forties ? Every British. film 
of that era sl!i!med to have in it a concert 
pianist and a psychiatrist. No ·kitchen sinks, 
except for scenes with comic plumb'ers. As 
of now.; tbe pianists and psychiatrists have 
long sine~ passed, and even serious plum­ 
bers at real :Sinks are in the process·of pass-· 
ing. Now we can only be serious by joking 
about being serious. 
Difficult stuff, satire. Touch it, and the 
bloom is gone.: I imagine it is hard, too, 
for the satirist to suppress the - superior 
smirk which tends to blunt the point. But 
surely the chief source of anxiety for the 
~tirist is the competition he gets from life. 
The famous sermon from Beyond the 
Fringe can be surpassed almost any night in 
the TY Epilogue; and no comedian can 
possibly outdo some of our political leaders 
and commentators; As one of them re­ 
marked during· the recent . bye-elections : 
" Th·ey could tie right, or on the other hand 
of--. course .they could be wrong." One is" 
·ofte_n tempted to try one'.s hand, But in. a 
column like thi~ the harsh facts will not- let 
~me stray into ·ambiguity. Harsh facts are 
as follows : · 

To publish this paper every week costs us 
far more than all the tanners you pay. The. 
rest has to be found somewhere, and a Joi_ 
of brains are cudgelled t:very week in the. 
search for the extra. These brains could be. 
put to much better use. We want to keep 
up a 12-page issue throughout 1963. We 
want not only to maintain but to improve, 
our standards and coverage. We cannot do 
this unless you come as readily to our aicl 
as you have in the past. Failing a huge 
influx of cash we must cut back. 
Satirical response to this column should be 
accompanied by coin of the- realm. Send. 
enough loot, and you can be as witty as you 
like. We promise to laugh like drains while 
we count the eash. 

JACK SHEPHERD, 

total since February 1 

£1847 
contributions this week £35 3 0 
from Peace News bazaar £315 13 9 
we need £5000 by February 1963 
Please make cheques etc payable 
to Lady Clare Annesley Treasurer 
Peace News 5 Caledonian Road 
London Nl 

... 



10 Peace News Dec 7 1962 

PEARLH_AR·BOUR·from page 3 
Navy Knox, not knowing of this ban; 
ordered that ·a· clear warning should: be· sent 

This. is not true, and 'interestingly enough to Kimmel on Saturday night, but it was 
the Japanese were perhaps the -first to em- suppressed and never sent. 
phasise that the . stupidity thesis will not · When the attack finally came a Iittle after 
hold water. They maintained that nobody 1 p.m., Washington time, on Sunday; Dec­ 
reading theircodes for months. before Pearl ember 7, Roosevelt and Marshall were 
Harbour could have been -stupid·. enough. greatly relieved, although Roosevelt was 
not to kriow that the attack would come shocked when he learned that the damage 
there. They- were right. Those top officer~,. to the fleet was far greater than · he· ex­ 
who knew about the threat of war but pected., As Knox observed, " he expected 
failed to warn Pearl Harbour were victims to gethit but not hurt." The· bad 'guessers 
of what the social psychologists call •the .. who hid .. steadfastly looked for an attack .in 
situational set-up which controlled -their the Far East were stunned. Both the con­ 
outlook and directed their thoughts, espe- spira~ors and the bad guessers immediately 
cially after October, 1941, towards the Far felt it necessary .. to conceal their respon- 
East as the place of danger. ·· · ,s·ibility: 

Th.is' precipitated the most scandalous and 
despicable. procedure that had involved high 
officials 'in any civilised country since the 
Dreyfus affair in France at the turn of the 
century, and in many ways the Washington 
scandal was more reprehensible. In the· 
case of Dreyfus only one person suffered 
humiliation a:nd punishment, and his life 
was spared. In the attempt to cover up the 
responsibility for failing to warn Pearl Har- 

. bour the courageous and competent com­ 
manders there· were retired from service· 
and were. smeared and humiliated for years. 
They have. still not been cleared of incom­ 
petence and wrong-doing in the public mind 
be.cause the materials published to· absolve. 
or whitewash those responsible for Pearl 
Harbour have greatly exceeded those set­ 
ting forth the facts, and they have been 
read by far more people. Secretary Knox 
cleared them immediately after be had 
visited Pearl Harbour following the attack, 
but Roosevelt suppressed his report. 
The moral depravity exhibited by those 
who sought to obscure the guilt in Wash­ 
ington was as extreme as that shown by 
those who plotted and executed the false 
charges against Dreyfus. While many were 
involved in the scandalous plot to white­ 
wash the guilty, the leading figures below 
Roosevelt were Stimson, the Secretary for 
War, and Marshall. 
Finally, while there was more bungling, 
hysteria, misjudgment and uncertainty in­ 
volved in the failure· to warn Short and 
Kimmel than any deliberate attempt to 
black out Pearl Harbour, except on the part 
of Roosevelt and Marshall, there was none 
of this lack of deliberate intent in the as 
yet successful whitewashing of those re­ 
sponsible for the Pearl Harbour scandal. 
All the steps taken were deliberate, inten­ 
tional and persistent. They began with the 
Roberts Commission and ended in the Con­ 
gressional Investigation. 
Few Americans have- ever heard of this 
aspect of the Pearl Harbour scandal. The 
culprits remain unpunished. Many of them 
were signally rewarded for their services in 
concealing the truth, destroying incriminat­ 
ing documents, assisting the preparation of 
misinformation, and promoting malicious 
deceptions. Few who told the truth 'received 
promotions. 
Only a handful of those involved in the 
episode stuck by the truth, and almost with­ 
out exception these were men who bad been 
engaged in intercepting and reading the 
Japanese messages and had vainly tried to 
get their supe.riors to take account of the 
information contained therein. Even some 
in these lower or operation echelons were 
intimidated into falsifying their testimony. 
I suggested at the outset that the main 
lesson to be drawn from the Pearl Harbour 
scandal today is its revelation of the per­ 
sonal and political ambitions, the con­ 
spiracies, the situational stereotypes, the 
martial passions which made a successful 
surprise attack possible. It is obvious that 
such evils, errors, and weaknesses must not 
be allowed to prevail in controlling the 
politics and military technology of our 
thermo-nuclear age if there is to be any 
real hope of human survival. This warning 
cannot be too often repeated, and it has 
never been more cogent or more needed 
than on the twenty-first anniversary of 
Pearl Harbour, which comes so soon after 
the near-disastrous Cuban crisis. 
Next week we shall publish a comment on 
Dr. Barnes's article by William Neumann, 
~ofessor ()f History at Goucher College, 
Baltlmore, 

that all the. others were simply stupid. Qr 
indifferent. · 

The threatening Japanese task force move­ 
ments known t0 Washington were all in.. 
thar area.. Even as. late as December -1, 
Roosevelt seems to have shared this view, 
for' on that date he ordered three little 
ships, fitted: out to fly the American flag, to 
move out in: front of a Japanese task force 
and.to get fired uport. This would give him 
the, all-essential attack on. the American flag 
which he so desperately needed to fulfil his 
campaign pledges not to' enter a war unless 
attacked and to unite the country behind 
him when be did go to war. 
Even Admiral Kimmel at Pearl Harbour 
was not there to keep a fleet safely con­ 
centrated and inactive awaiting an attack. 
His task was- to inspect, prepare, and dis­ 
patch our Pacific naval forces to the mid-· 
Pacific and Far East to get ready for war 
there in accordance with a naval' war plan 
worked out months before. He knew little 
about the Japanese war plans and nothing 
about the many intercepted messages pin­ 
pointing the attack· on Pearl Harbour. He 
did not even know that HµU, the Secretary 
of State, had sent an ultimatum to Japan 
on November 26. The few so-called warn­ 
ings sent to him and Short after November 
26 made both of them feel all the more 
convinced that Washington had no sus­ 
picion whatever that the Japanese would 
attack Pearl Harbour. 
Kimmel had, fortunately, sent themore un­ 
portant units in the Pacific fleet, the heavy 
cruisers, carriers, and many destroyers, out 
of-Pearl Harbour westward to get ready for 
battles around Wake, Midway and 'the Far 
East. Most of his submarines had been 
sent to Seattle to be prepared for war far 
away from-Pearl Harbour. This pattern of 
activities, which had · been going on for. 
months, apparently made Kimmel less con­ 
cerned for the moment about the traditional 
item in our Pacific naval strategy, to the 
effect that if the Japanese did ever make 
war on the United States it would. start with 
an attempt to destroy our Pacific fleet.· 
The cryptanalysts and translators who were 
decoding and reading the Japanese mes­ 
sages, such as Commanders Safford and 
Kramer in the Navy and Colonels Sadtler 
and Schukraft in the Army Signal Corps, 
and men in Army and Navy Intelligence 
like Colonel Bratton and· Commander Mc­ 
Collum, were convinced as 'early as Nov­ 
ember 27 that Short and Kimmel should be 
explicitly warned. But they were either un­ 
able to get the information and recom­ 
mendations up to the top levels that had 
authority to send out warnings, or could 
not get these high officers to pay careful 
attention to the material if it did get to 
them. Especially notorious in this regard 
was Admiral Turner, Chief of Naval War 
Plans, who killed two clear warnings to 
Admiral Kimmel that McCollum had pre­ 
pared and which would most certainly have 
averted the Pearl Harbour disaster. 
When, at least as early as December 4, 
Roosevelt was informed that the attack 
would be on Pearl Harbour, he passed the 
information on to .Marshall, who was ex­ 
tremely close and subservient to Roosevelt. 
From the 4th onward nobody could send 
any warnings to the Pacific or Far East 
without Marshall's consent. When on 
Saturday afternoon, the 6th, it 'looked as 
though war would come at any moment, 
Marshall. disappeared and could 'not have 
been found if anybody except Roosevelt 
had wished to send a warning message. 
Alarmed by fhe information that came in 
'1Il S;i,turday afternoon, Secretary 0~ t):!e, 

No child on earth should 
go hungry at Christmas ... 
"two months old with 
malnutrition" ... "even 
the grown ups have little 
more than a starvation 
diet" ... " no food, no 
house". Send the most 
wonderful gift of all, the 
chance to live. Please, 
'please send quickly ... 
PAX 
Famine Relief. 
c/o Barclays Bank Ltd, 
Oxford. 

PLEASE SEND SOON 


