
The -Day the WOrld 
Cbanged Forever 
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The attack on Pearl Harbor twenty years ago 
· marked the birth of the age of total p•ril. 

By A. M. R~ 

PEARL HARBOR. 

THE moment at which the world 
. changed forever ls recorded as 

7 :55 A. M. on the Sunday of Dec. 
7, 1941. Actually, it may have been. a 
few seconds earlier or _,later; nobody 
can be quite positive. Men were fight 
ing and dying at that moment and 7 :55 
A. M. is as close as historical precision 
can come. 
' The first bomb cluster that fell wob 
'bling from the first Japanese plane 
attacking Pearl Harbor exploded the 
United States into a world war. It took 
varying degrees of time for men to 
absorb this fact mto their conscious 
ness and some men died on ships in 
Pearl Harbor or at airfields nearby 
:before they knew. In Honolulu, there 
were people rising Ior breakfast or 
'dressing for church who saw the smoke and ;---..rd the noise and decided it was 
a. ml,__ ,,.realistic drill and went, about 
their affairs.' 
But, . in a matter of moments or 

aours, depending on what they were 
Ioing that day, everybody in the United 
States knew that war had come. The 
fact that the world itself had changed 
forever - this nobody could know on 
~7, 1941, or for a long time after, 
and it may quite well be that there are 
many who do not know it yet. 
The world did not change because 

one nation went to war and was de 
feated, and because another nation was 

· attacked and in the end was victorious. 
That had happened before. 
The world changed because, with the 

lockstep of history, the first Japanese 
bomb became the Hiroshima bomb, the 
d~th of the battleship age led to the 
birt{l of the nuclear age, the~t of 
AsJan.:.imperialism destroyed Western 
empires, and most of all because a 
w~in which a nation might he de 
feated and survive became inexor~bly 
a world in which a nation might con 
quer and die. For all men, the sweet 
boon of aloofness was taken. away, 
never to be returned. 
These changes could not be known 

.that day at Pearl Harbor. 

The Maryland lay burning, and the 
West Virginia;. the Nevada and the 
Tennessee. Five torpedoes turned the 
- Oklahoma into a tortured nightmare. 

• * ,. 
'ilRE emerges from the" stories of 
.,urvivors, and the records of the 

investigations and the intimately dis 
secting, minute-by-minute studies that 
have been published, an image of a 
world that the passiage of a mere 
twenty years has made archaic. The 
way men fought then was different, 
and so was the way they thought. 
That morning, the weather at Pearl 

Harbor was a bit cloudy and the Navy 
recorded a north wind of ten knots. 
This is rather normal for the Hawaiian 

((ionfinuecr{fom Page 32) 
rates into its parts, of drama 
tizing the difference between 
how it was then and how it 
is now. 

On 'board the passenger plane 
coming into Honolulu from 
Tokyo there had been five sol 
diers, all of-1hem sergeants 
and all of them in theirearly 

, twenties. They were on their 
wayto" a United States Army 
radar school in Alabama, and 

·1 they said they thought it 
. would be pretty good duty. ~ l . . 

dance at the _Officers' Club and some AT the Honolulu airport, 
private military dinner parties. Civilians waiting for the plane to take 
were dancing in the carefully preserved off again for San Francisco, 
stuffiness of the Royal Hawaiian Hotel. they boug:_ht a few magazines 
There were not many tourists around and drank some Cokes. It was 
in those days. People_ knew _each other, I night when they walked_ back 
and at cocktails or at dinner they to the ramp, but the au-port 
talked about the dangerof war. i"lig~ts . picked out the word 

r;. \ ;\ b \ 7> v _ embroidered i~ silve':"/ thread M '"" _I .0· / on each of their shoulders- 
OST people m \ Honolulu knew "Japan" - and shone on the 

full well that way-might come at any J red sunball of the ·flag on the 
moment, but somehow the military and! jet's tail. . 
iiie civilians could not quite ~lieve the On the flight from Tokyo, 
attack would ~om~ he~e. Looking do~ nobody seemed to have thought 
from an admiral s window or a hill it strange to be flying over 
above Pearl Harbor, one could see the lPearl Harbor, twenty years 
great armada. drawn up in _ __E.e_at ro~s, later, on a Japanese airliner 
huge, menacmgly gray, bnstl.mg with and with Japanese soldiers 
gun-power, the essence of strength. ' ·-_ "--.-;;;. -- - · · - - 

Ac d. • ll . ht kn bound for training in Alabama. 
a ~rmca Y, a man mig ~w I At the airport, nobody paid that ~I?;! could be destroyed by aerial any attention. 

bo~bardment, _but_ who could really There is a Navy launch that 
believe that this Sight of glocy could' takes visitors about Pearl 
be smashed in. minutes? Until 7:55, Harbor. On board is a sailor, 
A. M., men still inwardly relied on an who was 2 years old at the 
im!J£e of power that, unknown to them, 1 time of the attack, and he 
had become a mockery. smoothly recites the story. 
Then power crumbled, and the un- After a bit the visitor half 

assailable was destroyed. Waters calmj closes his mind to the sailor 
and smooth turned in an instant into and his spiel and stares fixedly 
waters boiling with bombs and torpe- at a framed map on board. It 
does. Everywhere the stench of fire is all laid out there as it was 
and explosives. A dogen ships burning · then. 
and foundering, and on deck men with • Here is where the ships lay 
blackened faces and burnt hands yelling' all neatly together. Here is 
and weeping and fighting, firing every' where the planes were on Ford 
gun they could shoot, .and below men Island, off to the port side of 
drowning or choking Or burning to the launch there, and· here are 
death the planes at Hickam Airfield 

· ' all correctly lined up and 
waiting for death. 
The cruise lasts for about 

an hour- and at first there is 
nothing much to see but blue 

And then the Arizona blew up. One water and mottled green shore 
bomb, through the forecastle, iiifu the and the....hy.pnotizing map. 
forward, magazine - and a sickening Then suddenly there is a 
crunch came through the madness of lrulk and a-flag and some ma- 

- all the other noises, a concussion that sonry. The Arizona. Every day, 
blew men off the ships nearby. A the flag is raised and lowered 
few minutes of fire and smoke and over the hulk because on the 
burnmg oil and the Arizona was fin- roster of. the United States 
isjied, With her, 1,102 men went down. (Continued on Page 98) 

All told, eighteen ships were sunk - -~ - 
or damag:ed, 347 .American planes de- 
stroyed or put out of action-and 2,l03 
men killed. 

* * * 

T HE time of twentieth anniversary is approaching. Anniversaries do 
not create real emotions. They merely 
italicize them. On any day of the year 
a visitor to Pearl Harbor can feel sor 
rg_w and regret at death and defeat, 
and pride at men's bravecy and a na 
tion's recovery, or hate and bitterness 



(Contin-uedJrom "Paqe ·96) the answer is: ~·Weil, some changed for all nations, but 
Navy the b!!:ttleship Arizona is people, maybe. But not many. most of all for the United I 
still in commission. Tht! ma- After all, the whole picture States. _ T is not that the winds are _ 
sonry is for a monument, still has changed." Until that moment when too balmy in Hawaii and the · 
unfinished. On the shore near- * *. * men at Pearl Harbor looked ' air too sweet to sustain fear. 
by t~e la~d fs still blackfrom HISTORICALLY, the pie- up at the sky in-dazed won- /t is _s~ply that everybod_y 
burmng oil. ture of the relations be- derment, the ..g:lation of the who vis1\_s here. knows that if 
"Are they still down there?" tw~en -Japan and the -:-united Un~~d states to the rest of ',"it happens again'' at ~earl 

Often, tourists on the Pearl States has changed so much the world had been a little like B::trbor, why, it wtn happen 
Harbor cruise ask this of the as to be unrecogmzame. In thE!relatton of a natnealtst to eyerywhere. It wllI happen to 
guides, who nod. They are still 1941 the Japanese weie not ants in• a box. F'or all the the visitor, whoever he maybe. 
down there, in thirty feet of simply trying to destroy an awakenmg realizati.on of the This is how the world 
w~, with a flag flymg over enemy fleet but, u:i calculation, intertwining of national fates ; chan~ed at 7 :55 A; M. on the 
lli:em, on the Arizona. -Touri~ts t~mg another sutch m a de- the United States somehow .~ornmg .of Dec. 7. 1941: the 
wmce at the thought and sign to rule all Asia, a _design stood psychologically aloof. fa~st __ ~apanese bomb led to 
sometimes weep. A feeling of almost successfully completed. I j 'Htroshima and the creation ·of 
suffocation comes with the Now the two countries -are 1 HE pro· c f t f the totality of peril, U1e global . ~O~M-t . thought of men tra~ped, burn~ allies. tion that began at 7 :55 A. M. ~r_get, -the nameless burnmg 
and dead on a ship, and still Here at Pearl Harbor, where and the nuclear age that fol- /city. . · 
do~It' there. I k ' N th: symbols of . enmity and lowed so inexorably from that . h'i:there atre sbll rfe~l antts andd 

. · s corny, now,' a avy alliance about-facmg stand out moment changed all that be- I w_ 1 e an s, peace u .an s an 
officer says as the l~unch so vividly, only a fool would yond dreams of recall. The killer ants. But P_earl Harb~r ~~ll: a;ay t°ii.m ~e ~n~ona. att_ec...m:=.ocp.c.t..ct:"'o__.p"'rc.ce,..;:d:::i.::.ct::..::th=e~political United States was exploded creat~d ftb them all the um- 
I u ./ar ar t·or isn t _a l_ine-_u__.p'=-:-_t_w_•_e,,...n_t:v~•-..._y..ce __ ar......:...s from into world war, and into the versa an ox. 

P ~~; 1 s an emo 1011. . · n~ There is room to wonder wo.tld, every corner of. the 
Once, after the cruise, a whether the deep anti-militar- w::o=r~l:idL. -=~=-:::=::..::::.....::~ 

man stepped up to me_ and ism burned into the Ji,tpanese ~ry is a sequence ·of 
ga~e me $350 for the Anzona national consciousness will ironies and of these one of 
Memortal, an~ right afterward, ever . allow Japan to be an tbegreatest is that 13- _nation 
the same cruise, ano_ther. ~an emotional as well as a techni- that did not want worTirpuwer, 
gav! me _a twenty • mmu~e cal ally. What one knows with that did not understand and 
ton~ue-lashmg about how it certainty is that .the Japanese perhaps still does not under 
w~~ all Roosevelt's fault. You accom:<:~;--l-::is-=-h=e:-:d=t,..h_e_1r __ ow_n~ per- stand world power, was thrust 
c~n t always t~ll w~at e~o- manent removal as a m1htary into world power by the very 
hons people will bnng with power-and the removal of all !nations-the Germans in Eu- 
them." but a fe_w nations-c-by starttng ropeand the 'Japanese in Asia 

A the_ cham that led froin"I>earl .-for whom it was their sus- 
T a Pearl Harbor naval H~rbor to.Los ~am_os to Hi_ro- taining dream. '-\ · 

office, an officer is rushing off shima to the Siberian testmg The historical movement 
to a lunch for the Arizona grounds. from Pearl Harbor to Hiro 
Memorial. He puts on a fresh There were other eonse- shima and beyond u_!terly 
shirt, knots his tie and slips on quences of Pearl Harbor, more changed the concept of power 
a gold tieclip. The clip is a important ones, that can be and of balance of power, of 
silhouette of a destroyer, a seen now but could not be seen time and space and of national 
Japanese destroyer, given to then, least of all by the men and personal safety. The Pearl 
him by a Japanese officer vis- who · planned the attack in I Harbor attack did not create 
iting Pearl Harbor not long Tokyo. in itself the confrontation be 
ago on a training mission.' The Japanese empire started tween East and West. But it 
In downtown Honolulu, over on Dec. 1, 194_1, a_pr._ocess that ~hanged ~he timing of its com 

a neat corner building a Japa- w_~s to lead to th:e death of the mg, and it changed ~e meth 
~ese flag flies. Twenty years kmd of rmpenahsm the world ods and the boundaries of the 
ago, on the same site, a young had lmown until then, When struggle that was to take 
Japanese naval officer kept the Western imperial powers place. 
Tokyo informed about weather returned after Japan's defeat Until that morning there 
and ships in port. Today, a they .came back to empires.in wei:e degrees of peril in the 
pleasant Japanese co11.sular · f~t, to peoples who had world. It was safer to be in 
officerdiscusses trade between seen them humbled and would Oregon than in London. That 
Japan and Hawaii. Hawaii is not forget,· to colonies · that morning twenty years ago re- ·1 
a better customer oF"Japan had been thrust from the po- moved all comforting classifi- 
thali ever. litical backwater to the crest cations of peril. · 
""'UhF'ord Island, where the of the historical wave and Pearl Harbor is now the 
planes burned, an American would never be the same. headquarters of all United 
admirai talks earnestly and But beyond the affairs of States military. power in the 
with admiration of the part empires, and even beyond the Pacific and, although the fleets, 
Japanese destroyers andplanes fact that th,e war sped the con- are always dispersed, it re 
are going now in joint subma- frontation between the West mains one of the spots that 
rine detection work with and the -Commumst powers, military men casually call 
the United states. the VGOrld cha~ged more deeply "first-strike targets.!' Yet there 
"No hard feelings left?" a and more fnghtenmgly as a is no particular feeling of spe 

visitor asks of people who were result of Pearl H!!-rbor: It cial danger experienced here 
here then, and almost always {Continued on Page 100) by a visitor. 
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