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Miss Grace Raymond Hebard,

COOPERATING IN MARKING

AFFILIATED WITH

OREGON TRAIL 318 south Tenth St., THE PONY EXPRESS TRAIL

MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION Laramie, Wyoming.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Dear Miss Hebards

GEORGE ALBERT SMITH
DR. GEORGE W. MIDDLETON

Jomn D. Gites We are glad to give you what information we can regarding
A il the Pony Express station at Mountain o

Mrs. Frep DAvipson AT i y

?AR‘SW\)-VN;- i;/‘;zfsu»ﬁ ' Mountain Dell received its name from the Mormon Pioneers
ppdichad who came that way in 1847. The Mountain Dell station is at the eastern
J. CeciL Auter base of a mountain called by the Pioneers Little Mountain, about ten
et Mo miles East of Salt Leke City and was the first station on the eastern
Dr. W. J. Snow end of the route. It was esteblished exclusively as a Pony Express

ilraret G helbon statlon as the stege had other stations farther away from Salt Lake,

JoserH WIRTHLIN

The original keeper was Ephraim Henks. Many of his des-
cendents now live in this commumnity.

The site which has been chosen for the monunent and the
actuel site of the old stetion and the barn are part of the George
Washington Memorial Park of ten thousand acres which has been contri-
buted by Salt Lake City for public purposes. It is part of the city
watershed and is very carefully patrolled and is sponsored by the city
as a means of further development and control

The station was operated for the period of the Pony Express
that is 1860-1861. Ephraim Hanks, the station keeper, however, lived
there for a considerzble period after, as the station was surrounded
by very fine farming land. This land was later sold to other individuals
and finally was purchased by Salt Lake City to protect its own watershed.

In 1862 the year after the Pony Express was discontinued
the entire route was changed and the travel came down the Weber Canyon
: . or rather south in Weber Canyon which is up-stream, to the town of Wanship
t‘ﬁ:°gi’;ie*e"f pathfinders o and. thenm to Silver Creek Canyon and Kimball's Ranch, through Parley's
State, charting and marking Park and Parley's Ca.nyon into Salt Lake City. Parley's Ca.nyon and Pa.rley's
Jsuinang vl ey park were named after Parley P. Pratt, one of the Mormon Pioneers who
Gl beritoge and develeping £1TSt opened the road in that section. Wm. H. Jackson, the pioneer
our historical resources; pro- pho tographer, with whom you are likely acquainted, is authority for the
e bictory of Utar i o, Statement that as late as 1866 the Mountain Dell station was still being
American aspects and vital operated by Mr. Hanks and the old Mormon Pioneer trail was used by

;i";ﬁjrje:fa;*;eo:ff:;f;r"yg light outfits and for driving horses and cattle east. Mr. Jackson
in 1867 or '68 tells of guiding one hundred head of horses east over the
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0ld route to Omeha where they were sold to the Union Pacific for grazing
purposes on the new line, then being built to the West.

The site of the old station is clearly marked as is also
the site of the barn. As far as we know however, there are no pictures
now in existence of the station itself. It was likely not more im-~
portant then other way stations but happens to be in a very popular
location and its later history has added considerable interest to the
site.

On June 2, the Vanguards of the Latter-day Saint Church,
who are the older Boy Scouts, are erecting a rather pretentious monument
marking this site. It will carry the official Pony Express plague,
which is furnished by George D. Pratt, of New York, for marking the entire
length of the Pony Express Trail,

The station at Mountain Dell, answering your question,
was built of cobble rock, gathered from the near vicinity.

Sincerely yours, - _ /
v ué?

ohn D. Giles.
Executive Secretary.



