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The Chinee Riot at R.S . in 1885 

. The discription of the Chinee Riot w:licn occured Sept . 5 , 1885 at R.S . Wyo. has been 

told by several persona and printed in Cheyenne, Rawlins, Rock Sprir. fs and Evanston 

News pa;:iers dur ing last 3 years, varies s omewhat as to dates in particular Nrs . J. H. 

Goodnough ' s nar .::i ative of this vicious JTJadness is nearest to being cor rect. l'iost of 

the writers gi ve the date as Sept. 2, 1885 while ~~rs. Goodnough ' s dates being Sept . 5th 

of t:1at year . Her father Dave G. T'nomas was a mine boss of N., .5 mine . She undoul:ldl.edly 

obtained her inforr atiou f r om her f ather as to t hat unhappy episod e . The Hon. D. G. 

Thomas , had t . ~ ra r E gift t o know and to call every ~an, whi te and Chineese , by their 

first as well as tnei r last names , i · R. S . about that time and f or many years thereafter. 

I nRve noti ned that t his outstandin gesture was in a l ar ge measure respo ~ible f or his 

political success . J udge Tnomas s t ill lives in R. S . havin~ his office i n the city 

hall and g:·eets his old time f rier ds by t heir f irst names an d likes t o be called "Dave". 

The causes l endiP-g to the Chinee Nassac re i n 11185 date back several years of~ lfl85 •. 

For years prior to t , at time and even since, they were imported legally and otherwise , 

by U .P .R.R. and other corporations. They can.e in to R.S . in the early sevneties to. 

work in the mines and j ust prior to the Riot, the R. R. Co. replaced all t he whj t e Sec . 

labor by Chineese labor and the feeling was high against t he Chineese in R.S., t erminat i ng 

as it did in a shameful killing of about tnirt har,·.less men , shot in the back running 

for Le ·r i ~ves . I thine many of them died i n r.he hills of thei r wour:ds and never have 

been found . 'o one could tell the exact number killed . Unsle Sam was cal l ed upon 

l ater to settle b-· ?ayment to the Chinee government for t ne lives taken by irresponsible 

mo • I often wonder ed if the famil i es of t _oce dead China r,,en received thru their 

government that blood money in view of the fact t hat the Chin ese gover nment was then 

and is :ret , weak and not dependa cl e . I often wished t his slau~bter had been i nflicted 

upon those that were res ~onsiol c for the presence in R.S . of these orientals . --



. ·: - 2-- . 

On Wednesday, Sept 5th , t ne massacre took place and if Judge Thomas had partly viewed this 

·dEestruction( his mine as all t. e oL er mi nes ere i n operat ion that day) I have had the 

privilege to see it from begi:.ning till end as I was idle and at :iome , only a little ways 

and across t .1e creek f rom the place w ere the r:Job organized f or it march toward the 

Chinatown . On Tue~day eve . Alex 11SAndy11 Cooper, in whose house my cousin and I were 

living, addressing my cousin said: "Andrew, have you a rifle or a Shotgun? 11 ''Well, 

said 11Sandy 11 Cooper, 11 I will furnish you wit.¥ one which you must use tomorrow, for we 

are all going hunt ing and shooting all the Chinamen we see". We t.houP'ht this was a 

joke but in a ..:out t an hour 11Sandy11 Cooper returned wi th a lon barrele,; rifle and two 

oox (.S of cartridges . It was an Octagon barrel heavy and a sin~le shot . I have never 

s een a rifle like it before that time nor since . Sandy Cooper, :..ief ore leaving my 

cousin ' s cabin , implored him not to go~ to work in t he morning as it was important t hat 

all W.'.1 ite mi ners be "present". After 11Sandy 11 l eft our .1ouse, my co isin and I began to 

view t ::-tis pr oposition rather seriously . In the nonrine; 1-mich was ·iednesdayi, cousin Andr ew 

went to work :i::IDctKe i cito No . 1 mine as usual f or :..he mine whi stle blew for work . I 

stayed in t he cabin and about 10 o'clock noticed that t he Chinee dinner carriers, who 

daily carried the dinners on a pole across t~eir shoulder from w i ch pale at each end 

was suspended a basket containing the dinner for a bunch of the Chineese in the mine, 

were bein~ stoned with rocks and chased by boys and men til l they had to drop their 

lo~d and fl ee for safety. One after another they wer e treated with rocks i n the same manner . 

Rock Sprin~s , i n the town proper, is devoid of rock suitable fo r throwing anc: these stones 

were undoub t edly br ou~ht into town for that p~rpose day or two before . All mines w~re 

wor king exc i:-pt possibly No . 6 where a fight took place between Chineese and white a 

day or s o bef ore . It s eems that a larg e:r t of the Chineese employed in iines stayed at 

home in anti cipation of this t rouble . But those of the Chineese who went to work must 

got t :1e warni ng for the·· di<lnit come ou t of some of the mines until dusk but when they 

did come out , they wer e on the r un toward S. ~ . of the No . 1 mine and over the hill. 

Rifles cracked in t he hands of the severa-1-e-f the mob on the old bridge on Br id e Av e. 
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,a:ld seve::al c_ ineese were s ·1ot f r or:: that very s pot where tne : ob organized early i n the 

day and started from t here for Chinatown. All Cn inatown was ablaze and s mol dering by now. 

!'early all the work was done bv this time. The sharp shooters picking off here and there 

onl -· one or two, or three, that ventured out of the mine or some hidin~ retreat , lit tle 

t oo early . I f they had stayed in the mine longer , i t would hav e bee safer. Soon 

aft::r the stoning by boys and men of these 11 dinner carriers " , a ':J out 10 o'clock A. M., 

the mob ~~th uns on their shoulders , be gan t heir march towa rd Chinatown . I watched 

t lrough the window the starting of the march . I don t t .1ink ther e were over 60 to 75 
men in that crowd and probably 40 or ~O wi t:.'1. guns on the shoulders . The balance of 

the crowd may have been armed with pocket gun s . Back of the armed brigade were trai lin 

men and boys and I was amongst t h e hindmost bra" es a ·r; out i crious and ~ sca red and 

200 yar ds or so from the fro nt line . The Chineese had at end of their Chinatown a 

large buildinp; ( and this ..as of two. stories) and was used for worship and the safe 

keepi n: of t 11eir prized and sacred Dragon . This buil ding was used for faro and other 

Ch ineese gambling when t e crowd rea ched wi t !'lin 200 yarus of _the 1- ildine they halted 

and sent coi.Jlli ttee to apprise t h e Chineese of t h e mob 1 s i ntent · on di.f they did nt le~ve 

wit;i.in given time . I t seemed t :) me that t h is hous e was f ull of men , say, 400 or )00 

me~ . I n the entire Chinee population in R. S . at that time there were onl y two or 

three women . As the expiration of the time for leaving approached , the Chineese 

seemed verf excited and seemed almost at poi nt of fight i ng among themselves . Some 

urged to go others evidently wanted to stay . There was a loud jabbering a nd swinei ng 

of arms etc etc that could be observed fror:i out side lon · way off through:t the windows/' 
and 

Tn e mob ot to be impatient and moved forward / when near t l1e building I saw some 

Chineese j ump:e out of 4.:he window upon a bundl e of what l ooked to be blankets . Tnen 

more Chineese jur ped out and ran . By that time sorae o.f t he o was a ga i nst the 

h ous e and some one hit the locked door with a r1 axe or sledf e from the way it s ounded . 

The doors were open by that time with Chineese pourin" ou t t hrou;rh t he doors c:md 

window . T'ne mob started shooting itrto t he h ouse and toward the f leein :; men . Soon 

we sa·.-J s r.oke oozina out of the wind ows of this buildin • As the men ran the mob 

.. 
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kept up their f ire and hundreds of s 1ots must have been wasted f or scare . I believe only 

ver} few of t he mob were killers because of the small number killed f or the hundreds 

of shots f ired . 

The mo ~, advanced i nt o the Chinatown dr iving out of the hous es those that were too 

fr i tened to run and setting fire with kerosene oil +.o all the houses after first 

plundering each house of everythin valuable . Some Chinamen were killed inisde of 

their house but most of them on the run, shot in the back . U. P. R. R. Co . ordered that 

all Chineese be picked up along the i r line and t aken care of , which was done . The 

fleeing Chi namen gathered u o, loaded into box cars and brought ~ack to R.S . Soldiers 

were already wa i tin:; t heir a r r ival. Squads of s oldiers would giard the Chinese:e 

on their erran t.i s for man ·,- !"'"ionths after the riot. For a m i le afte r the riot white 

workmen such as carpenters etc. were uarded by the soldie r s but soon the GUardin of 

the w" iteSwas disconti nu ed . At first the s oL iiers and whites were mistrustf ul of one 

another and many f ist fignts took pl ace i n th e saloons between bunches of miners and 

soldiers . La .er t he soldi ers a nd whit es began to fraternize and c onf~nce between 

t h em r es tored . Soldiers got dr unk in saloons very often . They didnt seem to nave -.•ery 

strict discipline . On several occas i ons a 6hinaman was caught in darkness and his 

11pi r, tail" cut off by soldiers . That act was held t o be a very grave offense by the 

C:1ineese a nd a soldier if proven to nave co;:nnitted i t , was •iven severe penalty . 

These "bl ue coats" as they were called , snent the -i r oay freely intow 1. There were 

missed by R . . s . business;:.en when t .1e . fin all;/ left in 1898 after 13 years in R.S . At 

one period R.S ., during the "occu;iati 0n" was very sick and tired of Uncle Sam's men . 

Tnis wa s a ·ear or so pior to the final wi t:idrawal of the army , from R. S . One or two 

com anies or detchments of corn!)anies of colored soldiers came , •• the wn i te army leaving . 

T!l _ colored army sojourn in R.S . while brief, was the H.ost tr" ing period for the peace 

offi cers as well as citizens in ry ener;J, , of the entire 13 years histor J . Zeph J ones w~s 
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town marshal and his main man was Chris Bunning, the present R. S . mayor . Both were good 

men pJysically and otherwise and unafraid. Tneir resourcefulness in their line saved 

R.S . a danPe rous outbreak and killing of probably many citizens and ne ro s ol diers . R.S . 

drew a b r eath of relief wnen ~~is colored army was replaced by white one but only for 

a brief period when finally Camp Pilot Butte was discontinued and passed into the history 

of the Cninee s e Massacre . ·it.: the f inal r Em oval of the army , went many pleasant fr i end-

ships an d memories till this day . 

Tne Chineese D~r;,gon didnt come into such ~encral rnbtice before the riot as it did 

afterward . I n fact I am not sure whether ~~e Chineese possessed one i n R.S . prior to 

th e:- riot . After the riot :i.owever, t his idol of Chineese worshi (l was use d on certain 

i mpor tan t occasi ons f or :rears in R. S . It was said ER that only two such Dragon~ existed 

in the U. S . One of them in S . F . an ~ the otne r in R. S . ·where ever this hu:-i;a thing was 

brouent out in a ceOl i br a tion of a big event, it was necessary to enlist about 75 to 

100 men carr::ri er this an imal. Th E: men carr_ i ng it had to keep even step and they were 

invisible excApt tr1eir feet. With Dr~on was accom;mied all sorts of music in the ~ohm 

of pipes, tamborines, and drums and fir e crackers a r.d these noises were followed through 

the streets by all R.S . children with~ the grown ups followine and the other! watchin ~ 

from sidc·walks . The body of the Dragon was i n t he f onn of a serpent macte of hoops 

co-.' ered with linen a nd silk of man; c olors to imitate the scales on the snake 1 s back . 

I t h eaC. was bull 1 s hend with large :10r ns, greenish , bulging out eyes and its mouth 

open with ser~ents t ongue s tickin~ ou • The dragon would halt in front of ea ~h Chinee 

business house for a 1..oment ackno:~ledging b: t urning toward it its head and bowir.g cou .. •le 
..J--

of times/ t e terrific fire cracker noi:Ese the i10us e so devotedly spent in i ts honor . 

-
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