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TO ]lEM:SIBS OF- THS HOUSE OF R:PR�S:S!JTATIVES 

Dear C ongre s sma.n: 

'Ve are senaing to herewith a statement urging abolition 
of the Committee on Un-American Activities o It emboaies ouP 
reasons for urging this actions.arrived at after long and careful 
stue.y of the Comrnittee i s power ana_ activities, ana. of the relevant 
historical and legal precedents u

Along ,.vi th millions of Americans we have reached t he 
conclusion that the continued existence of the Committee is 
inimical to the valia.i ty of those a.emocre.tic princip:j..cs ,.,..,hich are 
the ver-y. founcts.tion of our government.. �e have statea. these 
principles as the Supreme Court has interpretea_ themo We-have 
showri how, in practice, the Committee violates them, and the 
resulting consequences for the substance of libertyo 

,_r-_re ask you to appraise the reasons nhich he.Ve impelled 
hundreds of o.istinguishea. ind.ivia.u�.ls ana. g::i."' oups� and two juc:tges 
of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals 1 to hold that the 
Committee violates civil liberti�se We ask you to have.faith in 
the American people, to trust them to separate the good from the 
baa. ideas anc1 f;.coups, without governmente.l interference. We ask 
you to have f aith in our present democratic judic+al processes 
which permit the speea_y prosecution of e.ny unlawful acts, while 
safeguara.ing the civil liberties of those accused. 

Finally \1e ask you to make or support a motion: at the 
opening of the House, to e.mend the motion to aa.opt the rules b y  
pro,ri a.ing for the nboli tion of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or to support any other e.pproprinte means to t he 
same enc .• 

Very truly yours, 

/c?�r 9 -/ , - �JD - --

Robert J. Silberstein 
Executive Secretary 
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In many circumstF.1.nces, in ac7.r.it1on to the o bvious case of���� 

membel"ship in the Communist pnrty, enonymity has been ana. is essen- O � 
t1al both+,., the safety of the inc'U.vicl.u.al anfl. t he success of 
p1"ograms c.esignea. to bring abcut by larrful r.ieans changes in our 
social, economic or politic al ar1·::ir1[ements ., Examples of such 
situations are: the abolitionist move□ent in time of slavery; the 
orga.nization of the trac7-e unions j_n the time of the blacklist, 
labor spies, ana. terPor against Union organizers, EJncl. even now in 
some parts of our country; membership in any organization vrhich 
seeks racial equality in the south, as the N.A.kJP e.nrl. the Sou'chern 
Conference for Human \7elfare; anfl. membership in the Progressive 
Party in many parts of om., count�Yo

To compel inaivic1 UE1.ls to fisclose affiliation, o r to 
permit a governmental agency to 11 expose 11 affiliRtion (correctly or 
incorrectly) un�er such circurnst�nces, is to impose an effective 
restraint o n  the rights of freedom of speech anfl. f'.ssociation. A 
person exposer,_ to the he.zarcs_mentionea. ,�,oulc!. thenceforth be 
incliner" to c issociate from his chosen group, ana. hole! his tongue 
on all controversial subjects� Oth�rs, fearing such �isclosure . 
1n their own case, woulc1 not e.ssociate with the group 01" c:1. issociat e 
from it, e.na. keep to themselves nny cl.is sent from the majority v iew. 
In ff'.ct they woulrl join no g.coup witJ.1 controversi.o.l ia.eas or e.ims 
since the group might be attPcked at a later c:1.ateo Thus the 
a.emocrat 1c process is frustrc>.tefl. ., Only the v ery brave or the very
ignorant, woulr b e  undeterrec. from their efforts to change t he
prescribe� ortho�oxy. Even more importent, �ie people �ould thus
be denied the full information requisite 1n � democracy.

If an agency of government can thus penalize views or 
associations of which 1 t f isa.pproves, ho1•1 can it be saia. truly 
that the people have t he r 1gb. t to speak, write, assemble and 
persuaa.e to action, ,,:ithout c;overnrnentc1..l interfe1"ence, or t hat 
government may not prescribe what i s  unorthodox? 

These Evils Cannot be Corrected by a Reform 
-of committee proced'JY'es

1 
o� by a 

Re-definition of its Pover 

Some people, who aclmo,.,ledge the ha.rm the cornmi tteo has 
done t o  our c. emocra tic institutions, tl:iink that 1 t can be made 
useful, if the committee I s procecl.ure s al''e r eformec3. or if the scope 
of 1 ts power is more precisely a.efinecl.. Careful annlysis, however, 
sho "8 t L.t i t  mill not help fundamentally if every precP.ution is 
taken agr.inst cono.emning people for ic.ee.s they a.o not hole., or if 
the area of ideas un&er Rttack is limited by clear definition. 
The evil is in the penalty ple.cef!. by_ government U!)On any ia.eas, as 
distinguished f rom conc1.uct. 1�0 reform of the com□ittee! s scope or 

or procedures will correct that evil. Let us examine some of the 
proposals for reform nhich he,ve been aa.var.ced ·1n.. ttle C ongres�. 

Bills were 1ntroaucea. in the 80th Cqngress ( s. Cono 
Res. 4 4 - H. R. 4564) which woulc., if enacted, reform the proceduJZes 
of all Con6rressiqne.l Invest1ge.ting Comrni ttees. In general they 
vroula. �-t the most require these Sc?.f eguards: 

1. One r1ho 1 s aef c.mecl. ,.,oula have the r 1ght to file a sworn
statement concerning the testimony against h im, to
testify himself 

J 
to have the c omm1 ttee secure rri tnesses

requested by him, to examine or cross-examine them
through counsel.

2. Witnesses woulc. be t:nti tlea. to a trEi.nscript of their
testimony on paying the c ost, anc-1 t o  file a sworn 
statement or make an o ral ste.ternent et the c onclueion 
of their testimony. 

3. No Committee ,,ould be permittea .. to publish a report
unless a.. me.jori ty of the members approved 1 t at a
meeting called after c1.ue not1ceo

(continued) 
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H. J. Res, 264 woula. have a_efinea. the scope of inquirie� C;r 
now conc".uc tea. by t he Un-Americf!n Ac ti vi ties Cammi ttee in a mcmner O ,,.
cieemecl. more precise. It refers to II the extent, che.J;'P.cter, and 
objectives of propagancJa activities in the Unitec1_ States c'lealing 
with m ovements c'1.evotea. to the gr01. 1th nnc1. a _evelopment of political 
ideas ana. of communism, fascism, nationi:tlism, an0. similar 1c1eolo-
gie s, e tc. 11

As to the s ugge steci. 11rocea.ure c hanges it must be sn1d 
tha.t they ar·e unc1oubtec'1.ly cl.esirable insofar as Committees are 
concernea. v1hich f' tmction in the proper area, of conc.uct as c1.1stin­
gu1shec1 from ideas. But in the area of 1cl_eas, they e.ffora_ some 
protection only age.inst brFtnc:1.ing i nc'l i vicl.uals �111 th i c1eas or- associ­
ations they c1o not have. The Committee continues t o  be free to 
intimictate ana_ persecute people 1•1ho a.a have ie.eas ana. associations 
of which the Committee cl.oes not Rpprove. Therein lies t he essentia l 
subversion of the democratic process. No c hange of procedure can 
minimize its consequences for the nation. 

The proposed re-definition of the scope of inquiry 
suggests thrt it i s  not possible to cu:t•e the e vil in t his f ashlcno 
The a_efini tion, proposed by Represente.tive Je.vi ts, may even be 
worse than the present one. There 9.re bouncl.less conceptions o f  
the tt icl.eas of communism, fasc 1�m, nationalisl71, ana simile.r 1deolo­
(9ies. n At best this process woula. only substitute one concept of 
what icl.eas e.re be.a f or another. ?.11oreover, our le.w a.oes not 
recognize any a.istinctions a.n10n3 Icfea'S:-All'must have en equal 
OpPortunity t o  compete for common acceptance. It a.oes r ecognize 
that Iaeas once commonly despisea are'now oommonly accepted in the 
lavr of the l E1na.; that progress in the solution of v1 tal national 
problems is maa.e precisely in this fashion o As the Supreme court 
he.s said: "The authors of the F'irst Ar:ien9.rnP.nt kne, that novel 
ana. unconvm tionnl i a.eHs might a_isturb the c omplacent, but they . 
chose t o  �ncourage a f:reectom vrhich they 1;>ei1 eve a. e ssent1e.l l.f 
vigorous enl10htenment was ever to triumph over slothful 1�norance.• 
(Black, J .  1� Martin v. Struthers, 319 U.S. 141, 143� 1943). 

Mr. Justice Hughes maae the point even more s trongly nhen 
he saia.: 11 The e;reater the importence of aafeguarcling the country 
from incitements to the overthrm·r of our institutions by force 
a.nc' v iolence, the more imperative is the neea. to preserve
inviolate the c onstitutional r ights of free speech, free press, 
ana. free assembly in era.er to mainte.in the oppo:... .. ·�uni ty for free
poll ticel c.iscussion, to tl�e enn.. th�.t government ma;; b e  responsive 
to the will of the people an0 t�1a.t changes, if a_esirea., may be 
obtainea. by peaceful mee,n$. . Therein lies the.security of t he 
Republic, the very founc:l.ation of c onstitutional g overnmento 11
(DeJonge v. Oregon, 2�9 u.s. 353, 365 - 1937). 

The Activities of the Committee Have 
Abr1c1.ged Constitutionally Guaranteed Rights 

Thgt the Un-American Activities Committee hRs e. bric:1ged 
consti tutionv.lly buarPn teea. freea.oms is beyond c.oubt. As Mr. 
Justice Ecl.ge1'ton of the Uni tee"'. S'.:;etes Court of Apre Rls for the 
District o f  C olur:fbia said: 

That the Committee's 1nvestigRt1on c oes in fact 
restrict. speech is too clear for <9.ispute. The 
prosecution a.oes not fl.eny it an� the co'\!' t con­
cefes it. The effect is not limitec:1 to the 
people ,·,horn the Commi ttce stigmatizes or calls 
before 1 t, but extenc:1 s to others nho holcl. tim1lar 
vievrs and to still others rho mie;ht be aispoaea. 
to ac'opt them. It is not prunent to hold views 
or to join g:i;-oups that the Committee has c oncl.emned. 
People have grmxm wary of expresal ng any unortho­
dox opin+ons. No one can measure the iDroa.a. the 
Committee has mac'1e in the American sense of freedom 
to speak. (Dissenting opiriion Barsky v. United 
Ste.tea of America, 16? Fed. 2cl. 241)

(continued) 
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The same view was expressed by Uni tea. States Circuit 
Jua.ge Clark, ,,,hen he sair..: 

'-- .

No more extensive search into the hearts o r minds 
of privnte citizens can be thou6ht of o r expectea.
the.n we have bef ore us o

He continuea.: 

If this be legally permissible, it can be asserte� 
a.ogmatically that investigation of private opinion
is not really pfo.1ibitecl un0er the Bill of Rights.
(Dissenting opinion, United States v. Jo sephson,
165 F e<'l.. 2c. 93) o 

The ComMi ttee I s searcl1 in to the mina.s anti. hearts of men, 
its 11 bre.nc1.ing 11 o f ic.eas ancl. associetions in era.er t o intimitate 
anc. punish those vrho cl.a not rgree with the vie,1,s of the Comr.1ittee, 
ha.ve s o menHced the freec.om o f e.11 A!:Wrlcans that twenty-tr.ro 
members of. tl:-i.e faculty o f Yale Larr School were led to declare: 

•• c There a.re alarming sifns the.t persecution :f or 
opinion, if not curbea., may reach a point never 
hitherto attained even in the darkest periods of 
our history. 'ii th it, ,,,e nay ex�: ect 1."' acial, 
religious anc1 every o ther ;.�J.nc. of bigotry which, 
if it is to run its full course� can loose such 
a flood of int oleraQce as utterly t o ftestroy the 
civil liberties without r�ich no democratic 
society can suririveo (Letter to tLe Presio.ent, 
NovembAr 26, 1947)0 

Ana. t he tistingulshect Araerican poet ArchibP.lrl. MacLeish 
sale.: "To use 9ublic vilifj.ca.tion as an instrument o f government 

is to use terror t:.s an instrument of covernment, ,.na to use 
terr or a.s an iz:istrument of government is to strike c.irectly e.t 

the func'.e.mentel Ame·rican insti tu.-cion - the liberty of the inc.ivi­
dual unc.er le.w o 11 

More recently the Presic.ent of the Uhitec1. StAtes assert ea. 
that the C omni ttee 1 s espionE1.ge inquiry viola tea. the :9111 of 
!=lights ( !?:.shin6ton Evening Sta.r � August 19, 1948, P o 1). Discus­
sine- the same e spiona)]e inquiry, the Attor ney Genere.l of t he 
Uni tea. States a.ecle.rea., in similar veln, the..t the Committee's 
"attempted encroachment upon the indepentent inteBrity of a 
coo rdinate branch of government is contrary to our democratic 
system., 11 (Department of Justice Relerse, Septenber �9, 1948)0 
Recently the Committee repeated. its encroachment upon the sphere 
of t he Depe.1,trnent of Justice by mel(ing a hu:r;e pu'blici ty c.isplay 
over the a.isco very o f cert9.iP.. microfil0s o f st olen State Depf.l.rt­
ment d ocuments. Obviously such e. theft is a matter for the FBI 
anc tle Depe.1.·tment o f Justice., The facts, unaer our governmental 
system, are t o  be presented before the Grant Jury by the 
pro secuting aut orities o But the Committee, seeking to assure 
its continue.nee, leapt into tl:e situation, 1·rhich certainly has no
connGction 171 th propagarn�.a acti vi tie so It tried to beat the 
FBI to the pumpkin in orcler that 1 t might fill the p1"'ess a na. 
rao io ni th lurici. stories., Asice from the encro a.chment on the 
sphere of the Justice Departr.1ent, ·rhich has breater skill ana. 
exper!ence i n  such matte:('S. ana the violation of the secrecy of 
our Grand Jury s�stem, this circus-like publicity may mrke more 
difficult the apprehension ana prosecution of persons guilty of 

. crimeo 

Mrse Eleanor Roosevelt reve�led her clear understan�ing 
of the issue when she sRio.� 11 In o ur country .. e must trust the 
people to hear ant see both the goo d. anc1 the baa. anc' t o choose 
the gocc .• The Un-A�erican Activities C ommittee see0s to me to 
be better f or e. po lice state than for the U o S.A" 11 ( Washington 
Da�.ly Ne1:·s, October 29, 194?) • 

( continued) 
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The Cammi ttee has sprencl a cloua_ of  hysteria ana. intimi­
a_ationthroughout our lana.. This c onfli tion lee. the presicentt s 
Cammi ttee on Civil Ri[91ts ta report more t han a yee.r ago, t hat 
public ex�itement about 11 Communists 11 ha<;3. eng�ndered II u state of 
near-hysteria" ,_..,hich II threatens to inhibit the freedom of genuine 
a.emocrats. n (To Secure These Ribhts, p. 49). Some"That later 
the House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal ChUl"ch in the 
United Stat es declarea. in a unanimous resolution: 

Resolved, as bishops in the Church of Goa. we call 
upon the people of our churches to be on their 
guard lest an hysterical fenr of Commm:iism she.11 
leac1. us to fight that a.anger withveapons c'lestruc­
tive of the treasures we seek to guara. The surest 
way to fight Communism is to 7Ork unceasingly at 
home anc. ab:.."'oaa. for a society ir:i which justice ana. 
the a.igni ty of free men are in truth gua.ran t e ec1 to 
men of every race ana. cone i tion. 

An inquisitorial investigation of men 1 s per?onal 
beliefs is a threat to freedom of conscience. *** 
( New York Heralc'l.-Tri bune, November 8, 1947). 

Since then this hysteria has mounted e normously as the 
Committee intensified its activities, and its practices were 
aa_optecl. by o ther Congressional committees (notably the House 
Committee on EducRtion ancl. LaboP), by state legislative committess, 
and even by local law enforcement agencies. In�iv1�uals or 
organizati one t hat have receivea_ the branc_ o f  1

1 un-Amer1can 11 or 
"subversive" are _c_eniea_ access to e.uaiences, ana. refusec. meeting 
places in public schools a.ncl. aua.itoriums ancl. in private meeting 
halls £1.ncl._hotels. Anc1. as a final e.nr1 inevitable- sequel, their 
meetings have, on occasion, been broken up and their leaders 
assaulted. The pattern of violence against the expression of 
ideas which occurred against the abolltionists in t he pre-Civil War 
perioa., t he socialists a.ncl. rac.icals in 1919 ana. the early 1920 1 s, 
is bem g repea.tea. today in a more ominous setting, agRinst those 
the House Committee labels as 11 un.-Americc9n. 11 The pattern h as so 
far progressed that we can find the Chief of Police of our fifth 
largest city stating: 

Tectc.y Roosevelt Yroulcl. turn over in his grave were 
he to know that such un-Ame1"ice.n activities and 
such an un-American leac1er as that o f  '7allaoe are 
now 1::e ing support ea_ by the Progressive party of 
Michigan •••• 

I have no doubt that you object to statements that 
were ma0.e by me, especic1.lly when I SRirl. that Hll 
thos� engaged in un-American activities ought to be 
either shot, thro,,m out of the country, o r  put in 
jail. (New Republic, April 5

1 
19�8, at page 8) 

The Committee ha.s Brought Vast 
Discrea_it upon the Congr·ess 

We have no doubt t hat the a.efeat at the recent e lection 
of_Representatives John McDO"well and Richarci_ B. Veil, both m embers 
of the committee, r efl�cts in large part at least, the mounting 
concern o f  the Amer ican people over this Committee• s abricl.gment 
of justice e. ncl. liberty. 

We have quoted some statements of distinguished Americans
which evidence their concern in unmiste.kable terms. The number 
of these recora.ea. condemnations couic. be mul tipliea_ enc.lessly, 
but: tl1:to·-watuld serve little purpose. They come from almost 
every section of American life, inclua.ing editors, churchmel'.l, 
and church groups, s cholars, artists, scientists, trac1e unions, 
civic organizations, and a great many distinguishea. lawyers. 

(continued) 
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Tak.en together they make it clear that millions of people regard 
the Committee as a menace to ou:r• 0.emocr.?.CY O Incl eec\, it has been 
correctly se.ia, that 11 no other Committee of Congress, * * *has 
ever engendered such wiclesp!"eaa .. or such bitter conc'l.emnation from 
VPried leaa.ers of American thoughta 11 (Alan Barth in the Washing-
ton Post, May 30, 1948, Po 2-B) � Dr" August Raymond Ogc1en, in 
an exhaustive stuf..y of the Committee Y s work, published. as long 
ago as 1945, saicl. of the Committee th�t, 11 1 t stcincl.s in the history
of the House of Representatives as an example of rrhat e.n 
1nve stigating comwi ttee shoula. not a.c o 11 ( Alan Barth, 1a.) 

The Committee has even evoked unfavorable comment abroao. 
where p eople are lecl to ,ronf er e.bout the sincerity of the represen­
tatives of the Uni tea. Ste.te s vrhen they stand forth as the 
champions of flemocracy ever;,mhere in the worlcl.o .A.ccora.ing to an 
Associatea. Press Lonc1on cispe.tch, 11 Neuspapers of the left, center, 
ancl ri[;ht e.like usea. such terms e.s YHolly1.,1oocl wltchhunt, 1 1 nause­
ating spectacle, 111 to describe the Cornoittee 1 s investigation of 
Hollywooa. ( P. H., October 27, 1911,7, p.. 0).) The Observer of Lonr on, 
in an eel i torial ent 1 tlecl. 11 Star Charnbe:� 11 comr.1en tecl.� 11 Why th.en, 
should Americans in the film inaustry not.enjoy that freedom of 
thought guarP.nteec1. by the Con sti "cut ion? • o .  it woUlc1. be a poor . 
bergain to keep the atom secrets ana. lose those f reedorns which 
are the secret of America's greatness�" (October 26, 1947, p. 4).
Even in far off Australia. a columnist we s lecl. to say: Ii I have no 
time for Communism, but consider that this investigation is a 
•vitch hunt, a Donnybrook Fair, ana. a high pressure farce. 11 (Dan
Ic1cl ons Diary in the Suncl.ay Ma.11 of Bl"i sba.ne, November 2, 1947).

It is probable, honever, that nothing has brought so 
much c'l.iscrea.i t upon the Congress as the callous indifference to 
Cons ti tutione.l r ights e.ncl. democre.tic judicial p::--ocess exhibited 
by leail.ers of the Comrni ttee o This atti tua.e is characterizecJ. by 
a recent sta.tement of RepresentD.tive Thomas,· the Comrni ttee Chair­
man. 

Adc1ressing an attorney, present in the Committee room 
to represent a client callec1 as a witness, but ,:,,ho the Committee 
demanded shoulfl himself become a �itness, the Chairman said� 

The r16hts you have are the rights given 
you by this Cammi ttee. �:.re will a.eterrnine what 
rights you have ana. whe.t rie;hts you have not 
got before the Comrnittee o (Page 1310, Hearings 
of September 8, 1948 reportea in volume entitled 
"Hearing Regfll'.'cling Communist Espionage in the 
Uni tea. States Government") o 

No member of the Committee was recoraea as objecting to this 
vie, of the ri ts accorfed citizens before the Committee o 

Only by E?.bolishing the Committee ,.,rill this bitterness, 
this ricl.icule, this c11sgrace to the Congress of the United 
States, be effaced. 

Conclusion 

The maintenance of our cJemocratic institutions impera­
tively requires an enc!. to the Committee on Un-American Act1v1 tieso 
By following this course we shall s trengthen, not,._., ee.ken, our 
governmento The Supreme court has correctly saia.: 

Goverooent of limited po ,er need not be anemic 
government. Assura.nces thnt rights are secure 
tends to dira1n1sh fear and jealousy of strong 
government, a.ncl by making us feel safe to live 
unc.er 1 t mRkes for 1 ts better support.�.. To 
enforce t hoae rir;hts toc.ay is not to choose 
"Teak govern�ient over strong government. It is 

( con tinuea.) 
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only to adher·e a.s a me!'lns of strength to inc:1.1vi­
dua.l fri:;ea.om of mine. in -orefeX'enC\e to or .fiQially 
disc:1 �)lined unl:'cr□�-ty {:, r·_ �,f.nicr ... history inc.teat es 
a disappointing and disastrous endo (West Virginia 
State Boara. of :::::a.ucation v. Barnette, supra). 

A governmental committee ,•rith authority to inquire into 
men's m ina.s, a.nd to dictate to free men how they shall think ana. 
what they may h ear, say, or ao.here to, has no place in a a.emo­
cracy. ll this p:c inciple far more is involved than the r ichts 
of any inclivic!.ual or group :. As we heve shoi•,n, the Constitutional 
r1Eht of speech, press e.na. assembly to be free from governmental 
interference, goes to the heart of the entire structure of 
o.emocratic government. If the opportunity for free and effective
poll tic al a.iscussion 1s irnpairea., the people ,•,ill be unable to
govern t hemselves wisely. For lack of full information, public
opinion will be controlled by authority; government will_not be
responsive to the v1 ill of the people'; anfl. there will be no effea­
tive peaceful means by r,hich cl.esirea. c ha.nges can be maoe.

The longer the Un-American Activities Committee is 
permitted to exercise intimidation and �oercion against these 
Constitutional rights, the a.eeper ,,,111 be the inroac:1.s me.0.e upon 
liberty in all aspects of American life. The time has come r�en 
the Congress ana. the American people must a.emonstre.te that they 
are not indifferent to invasions of civil liberties - that they 
do cherish in practice the sacred heritage of freedom �ich has 
mac'l.e America great ,. Such a demonstre.tion requires more than 
the abolition of the ·un-American Activities Comnittee, but the. 
abolition of that Cammi ttee by the P.ouse of :lepresentati-i.res at 
the first ava.ilPble opp0rtuni ty ;ts e.n inc'ispensable part of i t. 
This we urge, anc1. she.11 strive for ni th all our e nergy. 

December 1948 
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STATI:UENT OF TH� NATIONAL LAWY&�S GUilD 

· URGING- THZ ABOLI'i:.1IOH OF THE

HOUSE cm.'IMITTSE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

The .shift in the control of the House of Representatives, 
ana. the mane.ate for e.n expann.ec. Ne�-r Deal given to the prcsiclent, 
at the r·ecent general .election, m2.1:e it both appropriE1.te ena. 
necessary to f;ive immec.iate cm1sj0_eration to the rl.isposition which 
shoula. be made of the House Committee on Un-Arilerican Activitieso 
The main function of the Committee has been to seak to �iscreait 
those irho have been 1c1.entif1ea. i-ri th ncti ve suppoi-•t for the soci1:1.l 
anc. economic reforms non commonly ·mo,;:m as the Ner, Deal. The fact 
tm. t the C omr.11 ttee hes servec'l in pre.c tice as El. f ormioable o �stE1.cle 
to the realization of reforms, the peoples' s�pport for which v:as 
manifesteQ again in the election of November �n&, is one good 
reason 1hy tl:ie Corn.mi ttee shoulc'1 be terminatea . ., But th.ere are 
other r eRsons, even more f una.v.mental, why the C ommi tte e shot.la.. r.o t 
be· continued. 

The National Lawyers Guilct believes that no agency of 
the Government has or shoulf have the poner to inquire into or to 
can pel ct:'.nfession of thoushts, beliefs ana. associations; t hat the 
existence and activities of such a Committee are inherently 
inimical to the most funcl.amental rights guaranteea_ by our Consti­
tution; Etna. that no reform of its procec5-ures, or re-c.efini tion 
of its poners, could avoid the evil conseauence of its authority 
for our e.emocr2.tlc institutions. rte set out below the rec1.sons 
�hich compellea. us to these conclusions. 

The Essence of Democracy 

It is the essence of our democrecy that the people shall 
govern themselves. In the 1•ror0.s of the Prest0.emt 1 s Committee on 
Civil Rights, 11 If the people ere to cavern themselves, their only 
hope of doing so wisely lies in the collective �isdom derived from 
the fullest possibl e information, ana. in the fa.ir presentation of 
ciffering opinions. Tl:J.e r1 r¢it is also necessary to permit each 
man to fine his v.1ay to the religious ana political beliefs which 
suit his private neecl.s. n (Report, 1947, page 47). 

Because in a democracy the people must have the right to 
choose the gooci. from the bacl. iaeas, no gov�:i;>nmental authotity 
0 can prescribe r�at shall be orthodox in politics, nationalism, 
religion, or other matte1"'S of opinion.�"••••"authority oe1> 1a .to be 
controlled by public opinion, not public opinion by authority�" 
(Boart. of Ec'lucetion v. Barnette, 319 U. s. 624, 641, 642) ID Indeea. 
the Supreme Court hRs saicl. 11The very purpose of the First Amenc:1-ment 
is to precluae public authority from assuming a guare1.ianship of 
the public I s mine. through regulating press, speech ancl. religion, 
In this fiela. e very person must be his o ·rn w·atchman for truth, 
beca.use t}:le forefathers a.ia. not �rant any government to separate 
the truth from the false for us," (Thomas v. Collins, 323 U.S. 
511, 545). 

This freedom to speak, to ·,rite, to hear, to choose, 
r1ithout governmental interference, must carry with it t he e ffective 
right to persuade to Rction. 11The First Amenci.ment 1s a charter 
for government, not for en institution of le�rning. 1 Free trade 
in ia.eas' m eans free tracl.e in the opportun1t;1,r to persuaa.e t o  
action, not merely to o.escribe facts., 11 (Rutledge, J. in Thomas v. 
Collins, s upra, page 537.) Anc1. "freea.om to differ is not 
r1J.Di ted to things that do not matter much. That woula. be a mere 
shaa.o 'l of freeo.om. The test of its substnnce is the right to 
differ as to

.
things that touch the heart of the existing ore.er." 

( Jackson, J�·-. in Boara. of :Scl.ucation v, Barnette, supra, p age 642.) 

If these democrRtic �rinciples are to be made effective,
the people must be free to orgRnize into associations �hether 
political, religious or economic, without governmentai r estraint. 
For 1 t is only through such associations the.t the ,:.rill of the 

( con tinuea.) 
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people can be brought to bear upon the market place of ideas, and O � 
upon the governmental authorities. 

These then are the founa.ations of aemocrRtic government. 
Adherence to these principles has made America great - has r11acle it 
possible for our countI·y to progress in the face of gige.ntic trials 
ana. vast changes in the c onc.i tion of life in the Uni t ea.. States ana. 
the rest of the nor la.. our nationc1.l interest, a.ncl the vrelf are of 
every American, :eequir-es that this heritage of freec.or.i e.nc'I. 
a.emocracy shRll be cherish eel. by us e.11, anc. vig1lnntly safeeuardec1 
aga!nst every threaten ea. inroaa. whether c.irect or ina.1rect. As 
Mr. Justice 1·!illium o. Douglc1.s of the Uni tea. States Supreme Court 
sa.ic: 

A people in�ifferent to their c1vil liberties do 
not teserve to keep them, ana in this revolutionary 
age may not be expectec1 to keep them long. A people 
who proclaim th�ir civil liberties but extenc1. them 
only to preferrecl groups start clo1•1n the path to 
totalitarianismo * * *

(Altgela. Memorial e.c:1.c7ress, Deceu1ber �-0, 194?; 
re,orted in Congressional Recore\, 80th 
Congress, 2d Session of January 6

1 
1948) 

The Po�er Vestea in the 
Un-American Activities Committee 

Is Incompatible ,,1th these Democratic Principles 

The statute creating the Committee aoes not authorize an 
inquiry into the acts ancl. con{'uct of people. On the contrary, it 
authorire s a limitless inquiry solely into 11 propagancl_a 11 vrhich is but 
another word for ideas, for e:x--pressions of thought. Ina.eea., this 
commi tteei s a complete ana. mo13t 0.angerous anomaly in our legisla­
tive process. All other strnding Committees of the House have 
vell-a.efined jurisa.ictions, cove-ring every permissible area of 
legislative a ction. Except for the Rules Committee, it is their 
primary task to consider bills which have been introa.ucea., ana. to 
amena. these or aesign others, after appropriP.te hearings on their 
merits. They also rpal-rn investige.tions in connection with existing 
or cont empla t ec1. bills, t heir inquiries being incicl.ental to the 
legislative process. 

The Un-AmericEi.n Activities Cammi ttee he.a no such 
legislative purpose. The First Amendment of t�e Constitution of 
the United States declares that congress shall make no 1�, 
abri0ging freec Jom of speech, press or assembly. The.t is ·rhy no 
bill propos�a. by the Cammi ttee has been enactec. into law. The 
iaeas it was created to investigate cannot be e.briaged by 
legislation. Instead of performing the usual le�islative function, 
the committee h as brena.ea. ideas, anc1 groups of which the comm1 ttee 
cl.la. not.:approve, as 11 subversive 11 or 11 un-Americen. n It has sought
to compel people to confess unaer oath ,·!hat they think or believe.
It h as souf,ht t o  usurp the functions of the DepartmP-nt of Justice
ana. the FBI bJr n investigating" the commission of allegerl. crimes
una.er the sought for glare of every publicity medium. It has
compilea. hug-e blacklists of inc.1 victuals anc1_ grou )s, ancl a.emandeQ.
anc:l. secured the 0.ischarge of people from private anc. public employ­
ment sole ly on a ccount of their alleged beliefs or associations.

We have sho,vn that una.er our Constitution no governmental 
authority can prescribe nha'G is orthodox in the realm of ideas; 
that the people must be free to speak, \J1ri te, assemble anc. 
persuacl.e to action, withoui; governmental interference. It is 
unc.en1able t hat in times of n1c1.espree.d hysterie., f1.S no,,,, ana. 1n 
most places, at almost any time, the mere cisclosure that a person 
hola.s certain icJeas or associations can brin"'' the heaviest conse­
quences upon those affected. Many people have been c:l.ischarged 
from employment, effectively den�ec:1. the means of earning their 
living, and hela up to public scorn merely because of their 
unorthocJ.ox ic7.eas o r  associations. 

(continued.) 
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