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On the 25th day of July 1868 Congress enacted the la 

for the organiz tion of the T rl"itory of Wyoming bu t with the 

qu if5catjon that it shoul d t ke ff ct 
~ 

nn~'--"'r-'f'--ttt:>-:1,._ t ll'9--- Ume whe 

So on e.fter the p es ge o the a.ct, resident Johnson pro-

c eeded to nomi n te fu l corps of off i cers f or t he ne t e rritory. 

'!'he S n te o the Uni tfl'I St tee i not ct f~.vor bJ y on the a point-

menta and t he dutyof appoi~ 

th incoming administration of 

the~icera was 

Preei dent Gr nt. 

finally left to 

he executive nd juddciRl off icers rrived in Cheyenne , 
id.. b ,. 

e rly in r y 1869 and took up t heir work . Du ring t ha t month, 

the Ter~itory of yoming as f lly organ1zed by the proclamation of 

John A. Camp ell, the fir•t Governor ot yoming. The organic act gave 

him the power of n u tocrat until the ter r i to r y should have a legi s -
4 ~ 

lftture, and ev n 1 f t ith him th~ o r to 
( 

, 
operation unde nd t he 

. Te1"r1 toey ot 

~-- y 186~. 

district and oalJ ~n election to !Pleet members of the Council ~.nd 

House ot Representa tiv e hi ch - er to consi t r spectively,of nine 

and thirteen mbers. 

On a beautiful day, the 2nd of September 1869, t he f j rst 

election a.a held ; - the re was o thi 11g to mR T' t he befl.U ty of the day. 

This legislat re eo elected , as ca lled toge ther to mee t on Tuesday, 

the l th ot Ooto er 186~ . Its e .eaion un er the congressi on 1 ct 

wa. limited to sixty days . '"hi a legi sl a tu re e.s na i mou sly of one 

R blica e , I11d pendents , o~ Rny 

bot the " emoor tic P~rty . 

o e'Y~r m ny mi h t lw ve di tt'er d 1th the J,Pg :i slRtUl"~: 

coneidPring th s Rrae ~ o ul tion hich a t that time ~a ess t hRn 

9•000 p opl , inclu di R n 1 ns and sol d ie rs st~tioned jn the Terri -

tory, t he Le isl tu~• did ~n im ort nt work nd so 1 gislated that 
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the heels of the ne ov~mrn nt comme ced. to revol v smoothly; and 

from that date on to this e h~.v pi-obably be n as ell gov~rned e 

any other politic 1 ivision of t he nit d St tes, h t hcr Territory 

or St te. 

Perh s no act pass d by the let egi1l tu?" c used 

more criticism, both dverse nd favorable , than th t ct, commonly 

nown. , e t ~ wome 's Su f,.e, e Act: the 1 iving worn n fu 1 oliticRl 

and civil rights in the Ter~1tory of yoming; - and I may no s y 1th 

a good deal of force and enthusi a sm, it has brought mo re lory to the 

people of yoming tha ny other legisl tive act. This l eant a 

new l w in the hi tory of the United Statea . 

ilc the the ri ght of suff rage i n th 
~ 

eraey, e ed out of existence, by non-
" IV u:;;,: It may be BRfely sai d that the first t rritory to user or 

A . I 
ever fully adopt t h is principal , e the Ter~itory of ~yomin . 

Susan B. Anthony ith a great deal of force , aa rly 

commenced a grp t agit tion for th c ~us • She h d ndu rt ridjcule 

and had T n een sent to of her enthusifltam. It 

became her lif o~k~ 
~ 

a:atl-~H~""'l!H.._...a.:~~ s i c e l"f! , hone• t e th ye 

are long; - a om n 1th hom no on coul ssoci te i t hout dni i ring 

her kno· ledge of the the justice of her c au1e. Sh had ~ 
men and omen inte~ eted in h r ork; but ven up to 

/'\ 
the time the act as aseed by the Wyoming Legiel ture , ther s 

really no h ~ o any tate adopting in gene rations to c ome , a law 

• 
would not h ve passed it , had ]t not been in th mt\ttei-

ce with the Gov rnor who as of op oeit politic 1 feeling 

Legislature . He took the f ull time to sign the bill. 

At' tel" t h ssage of the Act, th r 1'al much discueeion of 

it in then mp ers of the country. It ae an innov tion , a. ,. om , 

that in its coming antici ted the ho es of t oee t~ 

been in its favor. 

eo l , ho 'h d 
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t he b il f f\_expected Governor 

or at least t hat h ould r a ther 

The Le isl ture that passed 

Campbell to decli e to pprove 1 t, 

aee it become a la ithout his R roval. They we r not re ared to 

see him endorse it. 

~a y e t so far a s to say t at his approval of t he ill 

· oul d be suffici nt c us for President Grant to r emove him , ,h jle 

others voiced the opinion th t th a.et ou l not st~m the test of 

the cou rts, an t ha t t he org nic ct hich provi ed "that mRle citi-

zens ho ul h ve t h e ri ght to vote" by i mpl iua tion fo rb de the l~gis-

l tiv body of the State to ext nd suffra e to any c ass excen t t hat 

specificRlly de!in~d 1 the org ic act.- i one of t hes predictions 

proved true. 

President Grant neither re oved TOVernor Campbell, nor did 

he threate to do ao , and neither by word nor act did the President 

intim te that he w a n t in full accord i th t he a.ct, me.de a la by 

th• eig ~ture of Governor Campb 11. 

ln their cri tici em of the ct, some of the country ' s preae 

ridiculed Governo r C m bell and th Le iele.tu:r , i:.\S ell as the vromen 

ot tyoming in the exercis of th ir rip:hts. J."u oh history is connected 

i'h the inaugur~t1on of women's euftr ge in ·yoming • 

.Among the mP.n who ere select d to serve jn t he let J,e ie-

lature, repr aenting t he rd Council istriat, t he re was Jl.. ~1'/. . B rjght , 
I 

t that tim~ r aidi ng t outh ase , in the then Carter County. He 

intrOduced Rnd f th~red the assag of the act to ~rant to the women 

ot the Territory th ri ht of auff're. e and th ri ht to ·hold office. 

He followed the measure, took res oaibility for it and finally forced 

ite p asage. The atory i often told tha t when he eked the late 

Ea\her ror~ia, then 

natural ability, h t 

r i dent of So th ase , and a oman of great 

should undert ke , she an swered: 

•Introduc• a bill that ~ g iTe to o en the right to vote and to 

hold otttoe i n the Territory.• Th t this ac tion of 

th int~oduction and the paasage of th 

Bright •er deni d tl~e 1to-ry nd . rl"I. ' O rr:i 8 ho 

eople or· th tat ' of ten told or the incid~nt . 

to 

1t1 tll2u t doubt.. ..r. 
vcl 1 1t o rm to most 

rs. norrie lived a 
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ye~rs after the passag of the biJl .nd had ny o ort-

unit ies to exercise he-r rights under the law. "r. Bright d1ed only 

a few years ago at shington, D. C. 

This Act of Dec mber 10th 1869 rem ined on th at tute books 

until the meeting of the 2nd Legialature in lfoTemb r 1871. The same 

political party who h d been its sponsors in the let Le isleture, left 

(Insert) •A• 

And in asein it ight be well to et te that omen'• euffr ge 

had exited a gre t de of int rest n th Unit d. Stat 1, ~.nd at the let 

election in .hich o e1 exercised their ri hta at th polJe, ~close tch 

was ke t at a umber of different olJ a insi e the el'ri tory. M we aper 

correspondente of se•e 1 great ~astern papere nd r resent~tiYes ot 

magazines ere on the ground on election day. There ere no re orts made 

by any of thee men to the dis dv ta e of o~en•s suffrage. 

on the contrary, the influence of yomin 's women made itself 

immediately felt, and not only h ve the politic l Me tinge, held in ad-

vance of elections, been conducted 1th gre t de 1 more decorum and 

pr oved themselves t e rn an1 of educating the people; but tha ks to the 

care and good judg ent ex rcised by the o en of the Stat , the elections 

theme l"f' a ha.Te become or dignifi d and ot"d ly •inc t l e 1 ucu .t:ton 

of women's eutfr g in yom:tn • 
(In ert) "B• 

I might mention m ny living om n who ha.v 1."0'Y d th .me el T 1 

bulw rk• for the defense o! omen• 1 auff-rage in thh~ State , but I wi.11 

leave thi1 to others. I will how Ter dd thie much, that ince the 

inauguration of euffrage tor their a x th re h ve been goo ma y 

·om n in yarning, honest , ood nd t rl a1, who by ord nd ~ct hsv 

done everythin~ in their o r to impr ea the country beyond th border 

of this State , that vomen •a utt~agt wa. in eTe?"Y y auco ea nd in 

no way worked to th dieadvanta e of our St t • That t o ene or th 

woman doors to n and gr t op ortunitiee, th t it djd not lo r h r in 

n• r~8 ot, but on the oont~~'"Y 

ment. 

I t he ot h ~ !ev .t1on and b tter-
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a-ree+ meny y are after the a sage of the biJl nd had m ny o ort-

unitiee to exerciae he~ rights under the la . r. Bright died only 

a few years ago at shington, D. C. 

Thia Act of December 10th 1869 remained on the statute books 

until the meeting of th 2nd Legisl ture 1n Novemb r 1871. The same 

politic 1 ~ rty ho h e n its sponsors in the 1st Le islatu re, left 

. othing undone to kil l th act and try to secure its r pee.1 in the 2nd 

eeaaion of t h as mbly , hie convened on the da te Ra t arned. In this 

Legiel t u re there dev loped so uch o osition to the Ja t h t no one 

b liev d that it would surviTe the sessio • A bill as introduced fo r 

ita r peal. _ .. or than to-thirds of the hou s vote for it-al" pe 1, 

nd a majority of the Co1ncil , -5 o t of 9- lso voted for the repeal. 

The r e l ct goin to the Gov~rnor - who 1 t he s e John A. Campbell 

who signed the ill t o y ?.r t h P ~Ct 

of r p 1 consequ ntly t iled to come 1 

In connection . ith the ction of the Le islature, it should 

be r embered that women h d Toted at the elections held i n '71, had 

h lped to 1 c 11 of t he ~ Prl of t he Legisl ture into office, aa 
j nae rt 

ell a all t e coJnty officers nd the ele t to Con r 1s. A• • 

~1 Som~ of the awful t i gs p~edioted if omen wer to vot , 

never cNDe true. They xercis d t he ir rights with g re~t dignjty and from 

that ti on to thi1 , yo ing both a• Territory and a State , has had 

el ctio a , t h t ere di , iti d, quiet a d wisely condu cted. 

ile the r epe 1 act a under di 1cu 

territory mRde a oble fight to s ve the st tut 

Pep rea ntativ s ttended t h 1 ielativ h lls nd ~ d~ the beet possible 

gum nte for the retention o th law. hat they eJ-

i n the fig.t top-•- t th ~e~eel 0 th• Ct C"nnot b gins id 0 nd - ' y ·• L' "" o::; t ~ t <:'-

no om n 1 mo con1 icuoua in thi ect thA.n th 1 t .l~t..:.«.. B. 

Po1t of thi ct ty-. J'r1. Poat e.1 ell . ':ri1. 1orl"is, of horn mention 

h s lr dy n mad e, r co tinua ly on the alert durin those days , 

in t he e nse o wo~en 's u r g • insert 
"B" 

Th r 1ult in this Le 1 1 ture r . lly Pttl d 10 n 'a 1utfr8ge 

for 11 time in Wyo 1n, ad th act ae not se~u ted ~ - in until the 
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Act for Admission of 'ffyoi i ng a s a State as u der consi er_ tion in 

Con ress. An attempt as mad in tha t ' ody to ridicule omen ' s uf f -

rage , but that ridicul did not cost the Admission of .yo ing s a 

State one vote. 

A decieio by the Su reme Cou t't of the Unj t d 

St tee , previou s t o the assa e of the . J.e not d:l-

rectly be Rring on th~ m~tter 

entirely for the St tes thems l~ 

do t h fact t h t th t'e as oth in 

say t ha t women ' s suffrag should not 

il th re , s so P obj cti on 1n o -re s to th mission 

of btates h)c h adopt~d omen ' s suffr ge in their et tutes, the oppo-

weak, ~. ill of th~ eople to admit 

ov ream 11 obst u) ~ ,;...; 
and in Con reas at the tim of the 

!~l:dl;::-t: action of the 2 Legisl d 

.as a leaTen, it le vened yoming 

ha d. only about /I, 000 o ulation QJ.l._,.. .... iie p ople in the 

whole United St tee. 

Oth r Territories nd inc then oth~r Stat e , h T follo ed 

.. 

yomi ngs l ~ad and. dopt d wom4!n ' e eut't'r g olly or in rt, unt:f 1 th r~ 

are no lee that t elv Te~ritory th t ~ v 

make the 

1 w. 4trc 
I, omen ' s auffrage in this State perhaps haa the tende cy 

~~..U..°f 
women outside of . yoming nd t o e St tee that follo ed 

to 

yo-

R d e in the St t . can ppr ciate thia tact . 

h t all t etorme nd mov m nte h ve e n 

the re u t or years ot thought and 1tat1on . Durin the d ya of the 

f iret Napoleon and at the olo•e ot hie r ime , 

the politics ot the world , th re ~ 1 · ecaro ly 
an ctual factor of 

public outeide the 

then new epublic of th United Statea. The 1nflu no~ ot th Am rican 

Republic he.a been wides read , nd ith th · xception ot th colonJ 1 

he l d i thi a hemi aphe • under tlle ju :ri diction ot Europ n goverament , 

all of the not"th and eouth Amerio n oouri.tl'1e1 1" un r eystem of 
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' onarchism has but little influence in s uch countries a s 

Canada and .A.ustr lia, nd to a g re a t x te t their's is a overnment 

of tne people, linked to the Bratiah Empire rnol"e by mutual racial 

cbaraoteriatioe t han by any defet'ence to t he monarchial system of 

th moth r cou ntry. 

ithout going into details, e can make the same assertion 

of most of the European countt'ies. ranee i s undet' a very lib r a l 

republican gove~nment, Rueeia has won her freedom from absolutism, 

and nearly &1.l l oth r ov ~rnments in urope claiming t he monA.rchia.l 

form or ov e rnment, ar onl y mon rchies of t he most limited character 

and th~ dawn of a new fre dom i s felt ~1 1 over these ti one; ind,,.ed , 

it i a claimed s oc ks civiJi-

between Demoor cy o onA ai de , and t he cl ~ i ms of the l u toct'~ts Rnd 

Autoc r . ts th signs of the time point to 

a victory 

form of 

Gov mment, - nd it will, .. wi ll have 

full political and civil righ 1 in every St ate or the Union. Thia i1 

but ri h t and no one ill lame the omen of tho se States that have not 

yet adopted women'• suffrage, fer exertiag t heir bes t efforts to obta in 

t hi• right. Let me aay he e however, that them thods employed .by the 

militant suffragette• will ot have the desired effect, nd that parad ing 

outaide the te oe• of the it Houae and in1ult1 to the Presid nt of 

the United Stat 1 end the Government which he r l"ese ts , i ll not help 
~ 

e.nd tha' 1uoh ethods w4J.J. undoubtedly V condemned by e.J l 

wom•n ot t.h• United Stat••, and that dignity and good t ate ill 

dou t h lp wom n to victot"Y here ~uch etr tegies ill il. 

The pl oing of th T blet on thi e Buildin to•day to oommemo-

t• t i naugu n. t on o~ om n ' e suft't-ag nd their ri ght to hold off ice 

ii moat nropria te. for in th a con etol"y of th bu ilding that stood 

on t h i• Council ot t ....___,_..,.. yoming L i ale.tu re and up 

in th t uildi g the bill to-r wom tt'1 eutfrage as introduced 
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by r. Bright and it was there, where it .as p seed . No act of 

the people of Wyoming as more si ~nificant, no Rct as ever more 

influential, no act was bet ter f or the interest of men and women 

alike than this . om n ' s suf ?"age act which became law o thei 10th 

day of December 1869, and one ot these days , the good om n ho 

a re reeponsi bJP. for th~ e~ection of this ablet, shou l see that a 

proper tablet be also placed on t he building vhere the ol d Rawlins 

house stood on 16th Street , for it was there that th gr at tight 

was made to s '[4L the forward step that was taken two years previous 

b y the passage of t he act : in this building. 


