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WYOMING DAY 

AN ACT designating the t enth day of December in each year as "Wyoming Day" , and 

providing for its proper observance and for a proclamation by t he Governor . 

section l . In recognition of the action of the Wyomi ng Territorial Governor 

on December 10 , 1889 in approving the first law found anywhere in legislative 

history hich extends the right of uffrage to omen , the tenth day of December 

of ea ch year i s designated as "Wyoming Day" . such day shall be observed in the 

s chool s , cl ubs and simil ar groups by appropr i ate exercises cOllllllemorating t he 

history of the Territory and State and t he lives of its pioneers , and fostering 

in a l l ways the loyalty end good citizenship of its people . 

section 2. The Governor shell not l a t er than the f irst day of December ot 

each year issue a proclamat ion requesting the proper observance ot "Wyoming Day" 

as outlined i n Section l hereof. 

Si _,ned February 19 , 1935 at 

4 : 13 P. M. when t he act 

became a law as voted by 
-w .. ~.1-C « yomi ng ' s St ate ,;. 

Leg islature . 

IQ). 
~ Leslie A. Mi ller 

Governor of Wyoming 
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THE BIRTH OF WYOdlING DAY 

Play in One .ttct 

Two Scenes . 

by 

Grace Raymond Hebar d 
and / 

/ Marie Montabl 'l:J 
Reading Time : 2 minutes ; Acting time , 3 , minutes 

Place : Scene l - In the second story of a frame buildi ng located on the 

southeast corner of Ferguson (now Carey ) Avenue and Seventeenth Street . The 

Stairway on Seventeenth Street. House of Representatives of the First yoming 

Territorial Legisla ture , Cheyenne , Wyoming. Two windows back stage , door left, 

Speaker's desk and ~~ air on raised rostrum right stage , flag with 36 stars above 

speaker ' s old fashioned business desk on whioh are an oil l amp , a few books , 

papers , quill pens and ink well. Front of desk on rostrum chief clerk's small 

old fashioned table and chair with oil l amp and writing materials. Page 's chair 

to right of Speaker's desk. Twelve desks ( school desks may be used) and chairs 

face peaker ' s desk, four in a row (desks may be placed slightly unevenly so that 

ell men will be in view of audience ) names of Representatives printed in large 

l etters and pasted on desk toward the audience . Was te basket at front of each row, 

ink wells, pens , papers and bills on desks . Chair for sergeant-at- Arma at door 

L. stage . Men seated in first row, F. s . ar e ,1essers Curran , vacant desk with Mr . 
~ . """ . Hass ' name , Strong and ilson; center row: essers Abney , Sheeks , Sebr ee and 
/\ 

Menefee ; third row; Me ssera Douglas , Herri ck , Holbrook and Miller. 

Time t Scene 1 - December 6 , 1869, 4 o'clock afternoon. 

Properties : Scene 1 - T o enrolled bills , paper s , oil lamp, quill pens and 

pen points , pencils, ink wells , copies of Woman Suffrage Bill for Speaker , Clerk 

and eleven Repr esentatives , flag , three wa••e baskets, gavel, and copies of emend-

ments and alphabetical list of members for Chief Clerk • 
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Characters : Scene 1 - • Curran , Speaker of t he rlouse , med i um build, dark 

ha ir and flowing mustache ; Lr . Sebr ee , t all , angular , gr ey hait and heavy s ide 

hiskers : • Sheeks , pompously stout , medi complexioned with mustache and beard; 

Mr . Abney , medium build and clean shaven ; Hessers 1 ilson, s trong , Menefee , !·111er , 

Dougl as , Herrick and Holbrook 1th side burns , mustaches or whiskers , two or three 

earing old square gold rimmed gl asses ; Readi clerk yo and dapper with 

mustache and side burns ; Ser geant- a t - Arms , medium build with whiskers ; Page , o 

youth ab out f ourteen years ; two sena tor s , one with side hiskers and musta che and 

other 1th beard . a ll men costumed to fit t he period , pl ain or striped trousers , 

over boots , cutaway frock or rounded short coa ts , white shirts with indsor or 

flowing black ties , erby hats . * 

PROLOGUE--Te be read in front of curta i n . 

To Mrs . Esther Morri s is due the credit and honor of advocating and originat-

ing woman' s suffrage in t he Uni ted St ates. At the f irs t election he ld at South 

Pass' Ci ty , ( then in Sweetwater County , Wyomi ng ) on the 2nd day of September , 1869 , 

Colonel William H. Bright , democrat , end Capt ain H. G. 1ickerson , r epublican , 

were candi da tes for the First Terr i tor i a l Legislature . A few days before election 

l s . ~orris gave a tea party at her r es i dence a t hich there er e ab out forty 

l ad i es and gentlemen present . 
Tfere 

Colonel Bright and Captain Nickerson , invited for 
<I. 

a purpose , for while sitting et the t ab l e .tts . 1orris arose and stat ed the object 

of the meeting . She said : "There are present t o opposing cand i da t es for t he 

first l egislature of our new territory , mne of hom is sure to be e l ectea and we 

desire he r e and now to recei ve f rom the a public pledge t ha t hi chever one is 

fleeted will introduce and wor k for the pa i:: sage of an act conferri upon the 

*Note : Cha ir alw~ r ecognizes speaker , this i s often 0 1 itted in t his manuscript 
to save spa ce . All men conduct themselves .11th dignity . he Chi ef Cl er k 
writes mos t of the t i me and pays slight attention to f loor deb&te . 
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women of our new Te~ritory t he right of suttrage . " 

Of course the two candi dates both p~edged themselves as r equested , and r e-

c ~ ived the applause of all pr esent . Colonel Br i ght , the successful candida t e , 

true to hi e promise , introduced t he woman ' s suffr age bi ll end it ultimatel y 

be came a l a • 

scene I 

scene 1 opens ith Speaker Curran in t he cha ir, the seats of Messers Hass , 

Wilson and Holbrook ar e empty , al l other epresentat ives are in places . Two 

Council members s t and at the right of 3peeker ' s desk on wh ich lie enrolled bills ; 

Speaker Curran l eaning over bills with pen poised. 

- curta in -

Speaker Curran: (One st1'oke of the gavel) "Si gning of enrmlled accounts . I 

g ive notice tha t I am about to sign a council Bill hich is en a ot to establish 

a t erritoria l road from Sherman to the Colorado line in the direction of the 

North Park gold mines . " {Si gns ano. hands bill to senator saying a t same time , 

"I have so s i gned. " Picks up another bill. ) " I am about to sign a Council Bill 

which i s an Act to establish the boundary lines of Al bany county and for the 

appointment of of ficers therein. " (Si gns , hands bill to other senator saying , 

"l have so signed . " Picks up t he l ast bill . ' " l am about to sign a council 

Bill which i s an Act to organize the County of Carbon and to establish the 

boundary lines thereof and for the appointment of officers ther ein. " {Signs 

and hands to first Senator seyi , "l have so signed. " TWO senators go down R 

aisle together and exit r ear . ) 

- -- --~ ~ --- - ~- . --- -
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Mr . Strong : (Ris ing ) " .U' . Cne irman , move a call of the ~use . " 

(This motio of a call of the House is now seconded by four members indica~ 

ing t he ir approval of the moti on by rising . he names of the members of the Souse 

re now read by the Clerk , each member responding to his name an - those not 

r e sponding to roll call are so recorded . Following the recording of those present 

and absent the ergeant- at- l.I'ms is instructe y t he Chairman t o s earch anc take 
I 

into custody any member who can be found ~ho dd not respond to roll call except 

those who have been excused . ) 

Speaker Curran : (Rising) "Will the ser geant- et- Ar s s ee that each ,epresenta-

tive is in his sea t with the except ion of Br . Ha ss who has been excused from duty 

at this time . " 

(Sergeant- at- Arms exit rear . 1~ . Curran seated looks over papers on desk. 

11..r . bney goes to heeks ' desk and carries on whispered conversation. otre r men 

lean back in chairs , read papers , arrange desk , read , write . Sergeant- at- Arms enters 

with t ir . Holbrook who goes at once to seat and begins whisper ed conversation with 
'vw' I 

man behind him. Sergeant- at- Arms exits rear and returns with ~ilson who takes ,.. 

seat and Chairman raps for order . ) 

r . Herrick : (Rising ) "?,Ir . Speaker . " 

pea.ker Curran : " lr . Herrick. " 

Mr . Her ri ck : "I move th&t the House of Representatives r esolve itself into 

a Committee of the . ale f or the considerat ion of bills on general file , and an 

Act to grant to the .'.'omen of i'!yoming the Right of SUFFHAGE . "* 

*This bill , introduced by ..r . ~illiarn h . Bright of south Pass City , had passed the 
Wy oming Territorial Council with but slight opposition and no open challenge , on 
November 30 , 1869 , s ix members of the Council votin~ for the bi ll , two egainst 
the measure and one member absent . 
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(The Chairm~n o"!: t e om:.1i -r;tee of the Whole passes the oill to the Chief 

Clerk ho r eads tr..e bill in it s entirety . ( eading) "An ct to Gr ant to t e 

Women o_ the ;yoruine Territory the .:t i ,;ht of Suffrage c.nd to Eold OfficE:: . 

3e it enacted by t l::.-:: Council bild. t t e House of epr c; entctives of the Territory 

of ;yomi r· : 

Section 1 . That every 1or:ia.n of the a0 e of 18 yeers , resining in this 

Terr i tory , w~y et any electi on olden under the la,s ther e of , cast her vote . nnd 

her ri 0 ht to the elective franchise an d to hold office shall be the same under 

the elec tive laws of the 'Territory , us those of e l e c tors . 

Sec tio 2 . :'h i s act shall tCJ ' ·e e.;.' fect e.nd be in force from and a ! ter its 

passa e . " 

Mr . bney : (i(ising ) "?1:r • ...,peaker , s e cond the moti on o f Lr . Eerr ick . 11 

Speaker Curr ... n : " ..r . Herrick "naves hat t h e :-!ouse r e solve i t.se:;lf into a 

Co ittee of the Jhole for the considerc tion of oi lls on general file and an 

n.Ct to grant to tbe .. 01 en of ~yo ing the ri~ht of ....,uffra 0 e . All those in favor 

of tte otion respond by the usual voting sign of ' aye .' " 

Chorus of " yes . " 

Speaker Curran : "Opposed , ' No '. " ( here is no response . ) 

peake:;r Curran : ( Sten u. ing , rps once ~ith gavel. *) "The motion is carried . 

I will ask~ . ebree to take t he Chair . 1 ( .ir . Cebr ee advance s to speaker ' s 

desk by L and r.:r . Curran takes his desk on floor by R. ) 

Cha i rman ....,ebre e : •c o r.rrnittee of the Tihole please come t o order and th.) Chief 

Cle r k ill call the roll. " 

*The gavel use d duri this session ms in the a rchives of ~yoming ' s State Historica l 
tepartment , Cheyenne 'The head of the .;a e l is made fror a rout:t p iece of oad 

obtained f rom ... ... er en , ass .vagon shop in Cheyenne , the hand l e a round of a choir . 
Th is gc:vel wa s used Hon . 1 illiem r . Bright , Pr esident of' the ? ir st '.'/yarn ing 
Legislative Council , 1869 . 
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Chie f Clerk : ( ising r ec.ds fro. list che ck ing o f f name s a s men answer "here ." ) 

"Mr . Abney , rr:.r . Curran , rlr . Doug l "' , lt-r • . ass , l.lr . Holbrook , t . .1r . Herrick , .:!r . 

Me ne f ee , :a . r.Uller , .. :r . Sebree , ?1:r . She e ks , l.'r . Strong , t!r . /ilson . " (Turn s t o 

Chairman) "~tlr' . Chairman I find all pr e s ent with t he exception of r:r . Ha s s .ho has 

been excused . 11 

Chairman : "The Bill under con sider a tion at t h is t ime is Counci l oill No . ?O, 

an Act to gra nt to the 7:omen of the 1/yomi ng Territory t he Ri ght of Suf frage and to 

Hold Off i ce . 

r~!r . l errick : ' ::r . Chairman , I ov e t hat when t h is co it t ee rises t o report 

t hat it do so with t h e recommenda tion th e..t Council Bill No . ?0 do pass . " 

Mr . Sheeks : "Mr . Cha irman , owing to the committee wor k wh ich has piled up 

and the nearne ss of our adj ournment on ec emb er 10th I move t hat consider a tion of 

Council Bill I o . ?O be deferred ithout prejudice until t he even ing session. " 

Cha irman : "11 in f avor of ~ •. r . S~eeks ' motion signify by s aying , ' AYe '. " 

(Loud "Ayes " from 1essers Holbrook , cheeks , Curran a n d. Strong . ) 

Chairma n : "Those oppo s ed , ' NO' o'' 

( All ot:C.e rs vote "Fo" loudly o) 

Cha irman : "The motion is los t . •· (One ra p of t he g[..v e l) "Continue with the b ill . " 

ti!r . Dougl a s : ( ~ ising) 1 vtr . Chairman , I wi sh 1,0 spea k in b ehalf of this billo 

(Picks up a copy of bi ll from de sk) I see no rea son why it s hould not pa s s , 

orig inat in
0

, as it d id , in the mind of a woman ·1hose s trong char a cter and h i gh 

i n tegrit y of purpose a r e unque s t ionable . Gentleme n& I r e f er to ~sther ~orri s , a 

citi ~en of - outh Pass City , who a f e\ days before t he f i r t e l ection i n th =t 

frontier mining ci t y invited guests t o a t ea party to be - iv e n a t her log ca b in 

home . It was a t t h i s t ime and p lace t ha t :rs . L''.or ri s obtLine d t he pro ise f rom 

t he t wo l eg i s l ative c c.ndid ,. t e s that whoever mi ght be elec ted would intro<iuce a 
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\Oman ' s suffrage bill in this the Fi r st Territorial Legisla ture . Of the two 

entleme n nominated for office Capttiin :1 . G. r ickerson was defe a ted anci Colonel 

W. E. Brigh~ ~as elected . * This b ill as dravm and presented to the council by 

Colonel 3rig ~ who is a friend ~o all of us . 'he Council sa f it to pass t hi s 

bill . Colonel 3ri,;ht is a southern ge "Lleman , a nan wh o holds women in hi ghest 

regard . Ser ving us Colonel under }enera l Lee durin£5 t he late rnr he moved .nestward 

at the close of t hei t t errible co.1fl ict , gentle :ien , so that he mi ght he lp t o build 

a new empire. he -;;es and may say .Iyo Llg , needs n en like Colone l Brie:;ht , 

men ith vis i on, reen n o are l eaders , mvn 1ho will ne lp us place another star in 

the f l ag we all love &nd "LlLt ne s~ar will 0 rand l y nd gloriously bear t he name , 

·ryo , nm. pplau e f rom other member • ) Can this nn ~horn we all admire , whom 

we all trust be wrong? He comes from a state , where women are ! rotected and 

carefully reared , into a new territory fraught wi"Lh danger and privat ion , a 

t erritory where women are partners an share the ha rdships t hat come to us here . 

I ask you to s tend with , him, . with the "L f riend of yours in making our women not 

companions in name only but in r eality. Give Wyoming ' s 1'0 lliN t he right of 

* See Prologue . 



franchise. Let us be the leaders and some day, gentlemen , who knows but through 

this action of ours today a woman may occupy the Governor's chair , faxther yet, 

a seat in the Congress of the United States or even a cabinet positiono 1 Let us 

blaze the trail. Hand in hand let the women and men of Wyoming march forward 

under the banner of equalityo I ask you gentlemen to support this bill." 

Mr . Curran: (Rising and speaking easily and tolerantly . ) "I have listened 

with pleasure and no little amusement to the oratory of my friend , Mr . Douglas , 

and although I heartily agree with him as to the standing of our mutual friend , 

Colonel Bright , I also feel that this bill (picks up bill fran his desk) is 

nothing but a by- product of the Civil War . Personally I have no woman in partner-

ship with me and I have always maintained that ' woman never knows what she wants 

and so is never satisfied until she gets it '; why should we , the First Territorial 

Legislature of Wyoming take it upon ourselves to pass laws which will affect 

those yet unborn, that will affect the citizens of a Territory that has not yet 

reached statehoodo I ob ject, gentlemen , to the motive of this bill and I beg of 

you to not allow a little sentiment and gush to sway youo You are men , and as 

men disapprove this measure and if in years to come , when Wyoming state has a 

voice in these United States , then if the comi?fS legislative bodies agree , then 

they may give women the right to vote. 2 I move that the consideration of this 

bill be postponed until JUly 4 , 1870." 

Chairman : ''Mr . Curran moves that further consideration of Bill No. 70 be 

postponed until July 4 , 1870. All in favor of the motion signify by the usual 

vot i ng sign , Aye ." 

1 . Time has proved to an astonishing degree the truth of this prophesy . (see 'p ilogue . ) 

See Ep ilogue . 
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(Curran , Strong, Holbrook and Sheeks vote ' Aye ' . ) 

Chairman : "Those opposing by voting No . " 

(All others vote No. ) 
{} 

Chairman : 11The motion is los t . " ( . gavel onceo) "Had this motion passed 

it would not be signed because July 4 is a legal holiday and in 1870 there wi l l 

be no Legislative Session. 11 

Mr . Sheeks : (Rising and speaking with gusto. ) "~!r . Chairman , Gentlemen--

You cannot be serious . This question is vital to us, why the .first thing you 

know wo.uen will want to be serving on juries , they will desire to ~e sitting on 

the bench of justice , heavens alone knows what they will be wanting . 3 Let us 

keep wanan in her rightful place as home maker and mother . Mr . Chairman , I move 

·that furt her consideration of t his bill be postponed until Saturda,Y nexto 11 

cm .c...a .• 
Cha irman : "Mr . Sheeks moves that further consideration of Bill No . ?0 be 

A 

postponed until Saturday next. There being no discussion on the motion are you 

ready for the question?" 

(Men in chorus "~uestion. ") 
~ ~ c.1 

Chairman : "Those in favor of Bill No . ?0 being postponed until Saturday next 
A 

signify by the usual voting sign. aye . " 
"""-' •. -·:i 
(Curran , Strong , Holbrook and Sheeks .all vote Aye . ) 
/'-

Chairman : "The opposin0 , No." 

(All other loudly call No . ) 

Chairman : ''The noes have it . The motion is lost . (Strikes gavel once o) 

We ere now working on the original bill . Is there more discussion?" 

Mr . Curran: (Rising and bending over desk. ) ~.il'o Chairman , I move to amend 

section 2 , line 1 (other en all lean over desks an mark bill) after the word 

force ' three years or sooner discharged.' '' 

See pilogue . 

I 

. -
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Ji· 
(Mro Abney jumps to his feet as Curran is seated. ) 

" 
Mr . Abney : "Mr . Chairman , Gentlemen, this is horse play , I protest l Are 

we children or are we men . If we are men let us conduct our·selves as such and as 

men serve the people who placed confidence inough in us to send us here and not 
w.;. . 

as puppets dancing at the ends of strings of ill- timed humor . " (Abney is seated ,... 
and looks about , other men whisper together and Chairman raps gavel for silenceo) 

Chairman : "You have heard the amendment of Mr . Curran . Are you ready for tl:B 

question?" 

Chorus : "Question. " 

Chairman : "Those in favor of the amendment signify by the usual voting sign , 

Aye . " 

Curran and Sheeks vote "Aye". ) 

Chairman : "Opposing , No." 

Chorus of others : "No . " (Mr . Sheeks hurriedly writes on paJ:?ero) 

Chairman : "The amendment is lost . " (gavel ) 

.Mr . Sheeks : "Mr . Chairman , I wish to offer an amendment . " O otions f or page 
\• 

who goes to Sheeks ' desk and liakes paper to Chief Clerk. ) 

Chairman : "The Chief Clerk will read the amendmento " 
~ .. co 

Chief Clerk : "Mr . Sheeks moves that Bill No . 70 (all men look at bill and 

" write as he reads • .) Section 1 be amended as follows , strike the word ' woman ' 

in line 1 and insert ' all colored women and squaws 'o" 

Mr . Miller : (Rising) ''Mr . Chairman , I move that this amendment be tabled 

without discussion." 

Iilr . Herrick : (Rising) ' r . Chairman , I object and insist tha t we vote on 

this amendment which is an insult to every bite woman in the Territory of Wyoming . " 

Chairman : "We are voting for or against the tabling of the amendment dlo ~ 

Bill No. 70, Sect i on 1 , line 1. Is there any discussion . Hearing no discussion 



I' 

-9-

are you ready f or the question?" 

Chorus : "Questi on. " 

Chairman : "All in favor of l aying the .Amendment to Council Bill No. ?O on 

the table signify by the usual vot ing sign , Aye o" 

(Sheeks , Curran , Miller , Holbrook vote Aye loudly. ) 
t'-

Chairman : ~Opposing , No." 

(Others all v~te "No" loudly and Mr . Miller calls heatedly , "Divi sion. ") 

Chairman : "The chair is in doubt , will the ' Ayes ' pl ease stand. " 
~ 
(Sheeks , Holbrook , Curran and iller riseo The Chief Clerk counts them. ) 

Chairman : "The ' noes ' pl ease stando" (All others stand. Clerk counts themo) 

Chairman : "The moti on is lost ! (Uses gavel . ) Gentlemen we are now voting 

on the amendment ." 

Chorus : "Question. " 

Mr. Herrick: • Cha irman , this bill is running the gauntle t of ridicule 

and doubt and you , ~.r . Sheeks (turning directly to Sheeks) are aiming well directed 

blows but the time wi ll come , Mro Sheeks , when you will have seen the f olly of 

·' your wayso4 This proposed law f or woman ' s suffrage is a natural and logical = : 
sequence to t he other laws tha t have been made at this First Territorial Legislatureo 

I r efer to the one giving to a widow the guardianship of her minor children; to 

give women the power to acquire and possess property and to give equal compensation 

to both sexes when qualifications are the same . The right of suffrage only rounds 

out the laws already passed and i f this l a is amended it had far better be losto 

This amendment must not pass l" 

Chairman : "Is there any further discussion on the amendment?" 

Chorus : "Question." 

Chairman : "All in f avor of the adoption of the amendment to strike out the 

o See Eiplogueo 

- -. ·-

, 
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word ' woman ' and insert the words , ' all colored women and squaws9 signify by the 

usual voting sign , Aye . " 

~n and Sheeks vote , Aye o ) ,... 
Chairman : "Opposing , Noo " 

(Others all vote No . ) 

Chairman : "The proposed amendment is losto " (gavel) 

Mr . Strong : (Rising) "Mr . Chairman , I wish to offer an amendment ," (Page 

comes to Mr . Strong ' s desk and takes amendment to the Chief Clerk. } 

Chairman : "The Chief Clerk will read the amendmento " 

Cbimf Ckerk: ''Mr . strong moves tha t Council Bill No . 70 be amended as f ollows) 

Section 1, line 1, strike out the word •woman ' and insert in its ~lace the word 

' Ladies.'" 

(Men all write on bill . ) 

Chairman: "Hearing no discussion on the amendment are you ready for the 

question?" 

Chorus : "Q.uestion." 

Chairman: "All those in favor of the adoption of the amendment signify by 

the usual voting sign , Aye ." 
... . - . ..-
(Sheeks and Curran and ;$tr9ng vote AYeo ) 

t>.. 

Chairman : "Opposing , Noo" 

Chorus : "No." 

Chairman : "The amendment is lost . " (gavel.) 

Mr . Sheeks : "Mro Chairman , I wish to amend the bill by striking out the word 

18 years in the first line and inserting the word 21. If we are going to pass 

this bill, and it appears very likely let us at least not give the right of 
J 

franchise to anyone w~o has not reached the age of di scretion. " 
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Chairrr:.an : 11 ".?e are votin0 on the amendLlent to Council 73ill ;:~o . 70 , section 1 , 

line 1 , strikin0 out the ~ord 18 a:::i.d inserti ~ the word 21 . Hearin~ no discussion 

8re JOU ready for tne question? " 

Chorus : "Q,uesti on." 

Cha i rman : " 11 in favor of the er.:ienmuent Eignify by tne usua l votin6 sign , Aye . 11 

Chorus : 11 ye . " 

Chairman : "Opposi o no . " 

( ilenceo) 

Chair an : ' he amen ent ca rries o" {Cl erk writes on b" l l a nd ~rranges desk. ) 

Chairman: " If there is no further iscussion you bre voting on the original 

motion , that when the commit tee r i se to repor t that they do so with the recommenda-

tion the t the bill do pass as anended . 1 11 t hose i h favor of the motion do so by 

saying , Aye . " 

(Uessers _bney , Dougl as , Herr ick , _enefee , ~iller ' d 1 i l son vote Aye . ) 

Cha i rman : "Opposine , 1-0 . " 

{Merners Sheeks , Ho l brook , Stro g and Cur rc:n vote , No . ) 

Cha i rman : (Gavel)" he ' Ayes ' hav e i t and the otion is c"'rried . 11 

Mr . Eolbrook : (nis i ng) ''!T . Chair an , I move that the committee do now urise 

and report . " 

Cha i rma n : • iir . ,ol brook moves tha t the co ittee do er ise an ' report . There 

being no ob j ec tion it is so ordered . " 

peaker Curran advanc es and takes his chair hile '-r . Sebree gathers his 

papers &nu returns to his seat . ) 

tr . "ii ls on : 11:.:r . Speuker , move that the rules be suspended and tnat Co nc ·1 

Bill Io . 70 be placed on second reading , considered the engrossed copy , placed on 

third reading a c finul pc:ssageo " 
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~J' . Speaker : 11:r.:r . · ~lilson mov ·s tl-.at the rules be suspena.ed c. nd ttat Council 

Bill IJo . 70 be place on second reao in~ , considered the engrossed copy , placed 

on third r eading and final passage . " 

.Mr . , enefee : " r . peaker , I second the mot ion. " 

Mr . peaker : " It has been moved and seconded that the rules be suspended and 

that Council 3ill r o . 70 be placed on second reaa·ng , considllre the engrossed copy , 

p l aced on tnird read ing Lnd final pas age . ~he Chief Clerk ill call the roll . 1 

Chi ef Clerk : (As Clerk c 1:1.lls nar: e , rnon votes wora follo in.r; name . ) " li!r . bney 

(Aye), ~ . . Douglas ( aye ), ,tr . Herrick (aye ) , 1r . _olbrook (no) , Mr • •• :iller (aye ), 

'r . ,.,:enefee (aye ) , .tr . Sebree (aye ), !.tr . ~r.eek (no ) , I . Strong (no), .ir . il on 

( aye ) , ir . Speaker (no ) • " 

Chief Clerk : "Mr . Speaker , tbe roll coll shows ei;!;ht votinE aye ana four voting noo " 

Mr . peaker : " BY your vote you have suspended the rules 1'or the purpose of 

considering Council Bill Ho . 70 the engrossed co:py placing it on 0nd and 3rd 

reading and finlll pesse e . Council 3ill _w . 70 on seco __ d readin'-' . 0 

Chief Clerk : ( tanding ) "An Act to grant to the .. oLen of 1yoming 'Ierritory 

the righi:. of Suffre~e 'nd to :-iold Offi ce . .de it enacted--"( n second re uing the 

title is read . ) 

fr . ' enefee : "lvir . Speaker , I mo ·e further reading of th..; bill be suspen ed . " 

Mr o Speake r : "Hearing no ob jections it is so ordered . " (g1:1ve l) "Council Bi ll 

ol . 70 on thir reading and final passs be . 

Chief Clerk : (Stanoing ) ".hN AC'I TOG ;;rr 0 TJ-E. ',iO:.J:.._T F WYO I G ~ TORY 

THE RIGP.T OF SUFJi'RAGJ JdD TO HOLD OFFIC.C: . Be it enacted by the Territory of Wyoming ... - " 

Mr . /H lson: " "ir . Speaker I move that furt her r s aa ing of th bill be uspenaed . " 

v:r . Speaker : "Hear ing no object i on it is so or6.ered . " (gavel) "The Chief Clerk 

will call the roll. " (The tlitird r ea inb ol' ::; uill must be r ee.d in its entirety unless 

some one reque sts or r.iovee furt :_er r eaoing of t he bill be suspended . In any event 

t he title of t he bill must be r ea<j end tnu enac t ing cluuse , "Be it e n!:lcted by the 

'I'err i tory of ~:yarning . ") 

Chief Clerk: (Ch ief Clerk calls neme ena en answer _s follo ing name) 1 :r . 
.nbney (aye) , Lr . ouglas (aye} , :r . Herrick (aye), Kr . ::olbr ook (no ), 



- 13-

• 1!iller (.Aye ), t • lenefee (Ay ) , .r. Sebree (A.ye ) , l.:r . Sheeks (Nol) , • 

Strong ( •o } , • . il on (AYe} • I • Speaker ( io ). " 

Chief Clerk: ":!I' . s~eeker , roll cell shows eight 7oting •aye • nnc our 

voting •no '." (Turns and hands roll call to speaker . ) 

..r. Spenker : "By your vote council Bill No. 70, giv ing to the ~..-0. 

I ~() ~D I, 

T.iJIDI..:0:-Y OF i'.Ym.~ING the right to vote, he ... :passed ... he House . 

in the 

:.a. ,,1-. 

CU :RT A I N 

BIRTH OF .VYCLING DAY 

ct 1 , s cene 2 

Place : Scene 2- Govor or's office , desk R. Stage , con l .s at each end o.nd 

oil lan:p in center on dee ith pLpcrs, ink ell , quill pens ena steel pen points 

e.nd a few books ; cha ir behind desk, thl'ee chairs in1'ormally pl aced in room, snall 

table near door L., pictures on ell and United States flag hanging on back .all 

th two old fashione cool o 1 11 ler:ips on oither side (may omit l amps . ) • 

lai n rug on floor and other office f urniture typicol ~1th period of dieired . Lamps 

nd cen lee burni • 
~ 

Ti.hle : cane 2 - e:oo e o ing or December 10, 1869. 

Properties : Scene 2 - Bu ineea desk and chair, three office chairs, small 

table , coal oil d ek le.mp, t o c ndles , t o coal oil ell l pa , f l ag with 36 

star , .'loman• e SUftrege -., ill , boo· o, papers, i nk ell, quill pen and teal pen 

point , pictures and r • 

Cb.araoters: Sceno 2 - Governor C8I:lpbell nod ium build, arti~tocratic, black 

hair parted on left eide a:1 flowing black mustache ana beard . ~eors d~rk trousers , 

ov r boots end frock coat. "Vhite shirt with flowing black tie and cLJ rries a l arge 
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old fashioned silver watch. 1rs. ether ~orris , large , imposing , grey h+air , 

dressed high on head , ears black silk dress to floor with blaok ribbon belt at 

wai st , lace ruffles about the neck , heavy necklace , brooch , earrings, finger 

rings and a lone watch chain with the watch car r ied in belt a t waist . frilled 

black lace cap to back of head with blac!c velvet bow at bsck and shoulder le th 

s treamers . Colonel Bright , tall, medium hei ght , iron grey hair end s eeping 

mustache . ',iesrs hite shirt , windsor tie v;ith l arge stick pin and a high cut vest 

1th cutaway coa t, striped tro~s rs over boots . Governor' s ecretery, edium 

build , !'air complexion d correctly r essed in bro n tr sers over boots , short 

dark coat , wb ite shirt , bigh out vest •ith win sortie . l.Dssers heeks and 

Sebr e dressed as in scene 1 . 

Curtain - Governor ' s secretary standin behind desk arranging papers . Door 

opens and Mrs . Morris enters dressed in outdoor clothes. ecretary advances , 

shakes hands and helps her off ith coat , seating her to L. of desk, talking as he 

helps her . 

Secretary: ''The Governor wi ll be so pl eased , Lirs . Morris , that you came up 

tonight,. In fact he postponed the signing of +,he uffrage Bill until your arrival. " 

~s . Morris : '!Well I would not have missed the signi of thie bill for all 

the wealth in sweet ater Co ty and especi ally after Ben Sheeks ' hard battle to 

defeat it . hen will Governor Campbell arrive?" 

secre t ary: "He is in the building now. " 

Mrs. ~orris : "Don ' t you think you had better send for Colonel Br i ght? The 

r eports are that the council and House ill not ad j ourn ue fore id.night and I 

would not hev him miss the signin · of this bill,for after all, you know he ia ,,, 
the f ut er of tho bill. 
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Secretary: "I ' 11 be 0 lad to send for Colonel Bright , ,[ri:i . rt.orri s . Mr . Sheeks 

and lb': . Sebree also wanted to be present . 11 

?t.rs . ~orris: (Latlghing )"Well I will say t hat the Honorable Ben Sheeks is·a 

good l oser . " 

(Secretary nods , laughs and exits door L. s . Uorris walks to desk , looks 

down on bill lying there and r e ds aloud , "Council Bill No. 70 , and you are to 

become a law. Conceived in a most frontier town , South Pass , in a little log 

cabin miles fron civilization sourrounded by Indiana and by other dan er a . I 

feel , I know, t hat you:r birth ill bring a new era to this old world . In you , 1 ( 

Bi l l lo . 70, dells the hopes of countless millions." Door L. opnes and Colonel 

Bright enters al one , l ays hat on table near door and advances hand outstretched 

meets !rs. Morris center stage .) 

Col onel Bright : "..,, sther ,~orria 1 To say I am happy to have you here--well 

that ould be too mild. Indeed I am quite overcome ! " 

e. orris : "'lords are always unnecessary between you 6Ild me , Colonel Bright , 

but I ' m g l ad you crune tor I was about ready to i ndulge in a few sentimental wo~an ' s 

tears so look out or I may need a shoul der . " (La hs) 

Colonel Bright : (With mock seriousness) "My dear . 'i.::-s . Morris , I would consider 

it an honor nd from this time hence I beg that if ever you should need a shoulder 

on which to expend woman ' s charming weRkness of te8rs l et it be mine , let it be 

mine !" 

(Se cretary enters with nr . Sebree and .tr . Sheeks . ) 

Secretary : "The Governor wi l l be here in a f ew ninutes if you will teke choirs?" 

(Exit . ) 

(? • Sebr ee end ~ . Sheeks advance , lay hate on ~able L., nod to Colonel Bright 9 

Mr. Sebree shakes hands i th :!rs . Mor ris saying , "Greetings to the Mothtir of Woman• s 

Suffr age in yomi • ") 
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Mrs . Morris : (Lo hi ngl y ) ttThanks to you for your spl end id work ,~r . Sebree , 

but r emember the bill is not ye t signed. " 

( ir . Sebr ee t kes a cha ir as .~r~ . Sheeks advances and bo s to Mrs. Morris in 

ili t ar y style . ) 

Ur . Sheeks : "I too wish to pay homage to a wo:nan ho with an inborn intuitive 

cleverness held seven men so firml y in line that the Suffrage Bill as passed even 

aga ins t their better judgment. •1 

Mr"'. ~orr i : (Ro l d out her hand and smiling as ~r . S1 eeks takes her hand ) "Ben 

Sheeks I coul d n t t~ke even you ser i ously t onight , I am too overcome with 

happi ness . Thi ~ ill means s o much to all of us end to those ho are to come afte r. 

It was not for the mer e privilege of putting a pi ece of paper in a ballot box that 

we want ed end TI Orked for equal rights--it wee f or t he enfranc i sement of women--is--" 

(Secret r enters and ounces "Governor Campbell. " All turn as the Governor 

ent er s the r oom, advances . speaks to the men and crosses to shake hands with .ire • 

. torri ~ . ) 

Governor Campbell: "I see the Mother of Wyomi ng Suffr age i here right on time . " 

!rs . _Jorris: "Where e lse would e mother be a t t hi s time , your Excellency? " 

{All l a h . Secret ary aovences be ck stage to desk and arranges papers, then 

steps to back of Governor• E chair es the Governor comes around t he desk and is 

sea t ed. 'I'akes out watch , looks t it nd l ays it on d sk , others di spl ay deep 

inter est . Colone l Bright places s chair in fr ont of de k and seats I rs. Horris , then 

he takes pla ce side of desk facin~ audience ith Sheeks and ebree be t ween Colone l 

Bright and ' a . Lorris .) 

Governor : "It is aft er 8 o' clock and at 8 : 30 I shall si t he bill which 111 

g ive to the women of Wy o i n;; Ter r itory the right to vote . I m s i ening this bill 

because I believe in its purpose , its vast importance and its wide spread influence . 



- 1?-

Before President Grant appointed me Governor of "/yomi ng Territory I heerd Susan 

B. Anthony speak a t a convention in Ohio . I went to the meeting to scoff , but 

went away to pray. Her l ogical r easoning sold me to the i dea of /oman ' s Rights 

and I am proud tha t t his first Territorial Legislature se fit to t eke a step 

forward and I sincerely feel that much good nay come fron this not only to Wyoming 

but to the United States and perhaps to the world . To you , tt's . ~orris, an to you , 

Colonel BriGht, e oos much credit, and ·yoming will long remember the splendid work 

which you have done." 

0 a . !orri'"' smiles a a sho s deep emotion under self- control. ) 

Colonel Brieht: "I have so thoroughly believed in omen ' s suffrage, Governor 
+ 

Campbell , especially af t er the we r for I felt that 1 the neGro in his illitoracy 

and ignorMoe could vote ho'\'1 much safer the ballot would be in the hands of our 

omen. •1 

(Governor takes _uill pen holder from desk a.nd e:xemines its point car efully , 

moves lamp closer , looks at '17atch and ays , "I am about to sis;n Council Bill No. ?0 

which 'ill give to the anen of Wyomi Territory the ri ~ht to vote and to hold 

of ice . •• Hrs . ?!.orris rises end all stand in silence as he signs the bill. When 

the docu ent was signed Governor Campbell with a stro voice said , "I have so 

signed"- -paus a , then rises and hands pen to r s • . 1orris . ) 

Governor : "I thin:!f tha t you should have t his pen!. s . orris, it fin i shed the 

great ork you so courageou ly started. " 

Mrs . Uorrie: "Thank you, Governor Campbell , an may this new law pave the ay 

to a 3reater freedom , a broader educa ion and an adva ced citi zenry , not alone for 

yomi but for the entire world. "5 

:.ll' . Sheeks : (steps for ard and ell direct attention to h ' "Governoi: 

Car pbell, I hove opposed this bill from the ~irst but it i s now a law ; therefore 

5 . See Epilogue. 
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I accept it . .oy I propoce o toa<·t?" ( . .:en ell nod . t:r . Sheeks rd.ises erm in ;::rand 

gosture . ) " o ' ?y o~.11ng ' s love l y l odi cs , o.aco our superiors , now our eq_ual s . " 

CU RT' l U 

...::PILCGUi... . J,{ ( ' t. 
I 

f (,{ , ( I. 
I 

Fotltnote 1. Ho t he "f orful" prophesy cs made in t he seoe1on of tbe First 

·, yomi ng 'Terri tori i:J l Legi s l a ture , 186 , became true . 

·ra . Nallie Tayl oe Ross , Cheyenne , !yoming , elected by popular vote , J'"lnuury 5 , 

1925 , a& Governor of t he tit a t e of -.Vyon ing , the fir st •'Or n to occupy uch an im-

portent executive office . ..:..re . oas a3 a ppointee. by Pr si ' ont Franklin • 

oosevel t , pr il, 1<;)33 as Director of the United s t at B Lint , generally spoken or 
os "T3e f ir s t l ady of the int . " 11.rs . Susan Wi ssl er , ,_,ny ton , ·;ry i ne , e l e c ted 

~yor 1911, the fir s t ;o on as chief executive of & ~unicipality . J s ne tte 

. ankin , J'ontane , t ho fir t wor:an to be e loctod n eci>er of the t.ni t ed totes 

Congress , 1:Drcl- 3 , 1918 , to serve i n the House of J epr se t et ives . :r • Ea t tie 

·,ya t t Cera 1ay , .' kanao"' , t he f i r:Jt · a.man to be clec ed o mcmtor of t he United 
Ga...~

. t ate s en t e , Jnnuary 12, 1933 . Mr . .. ,ary Godat Bellamy , ,'{yo i lee ed us e 
./\ 

member of t he nouoc a~ ~cpre entuti es , 1yon i Legi ~ ture , 1910, t~e first 

to be e l ec ted ao a Leg1sl.a t1 e La leer . lils ru.nees Per kin , le • York, appointed 

March 4 , 1935, as Un i ted ~te tes secretory of Labor i n r rcsiaent Roosovol t ' n 

Cab i ne t , thE:: first 10oen to have the title " ~adOlll ''ecre tary" . 

Footnot~. ticle XI" United St a t es Const itution gr~nta to .cmcn in e ll or 
our sta t es the ri~ht of suffrugo . 

-- ootnote 3 . Tho l'irst jui•y on hich or n sorv d as hel d in l r i e , ·yott i ng , 

b roh 7 18?0. Th f ir s t won.en Justice of the ?eac , it i bolicv d , in tho orld , 

e a .r s . Es ther tiorria of sout ~' Pn a City , ,'/yorn.1 , her appo intment to the oftioe 
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coming frou the Co ty Commissioners of sweetw ~er County . 11iss Florence ~ . 

Allen, Ohio, appointed by t he Pr esident of t e United States, t larch 6 , 1 34 as 

am mber of the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals , Wtishi ton , D. c. Judge Allen 

was the f irst an.an to serve &kl the Federal Bene , her position pla cing her but one 

s t ep tram the United Stat es supreme Court. 

Foo ote 4 . Mr . Herrick' s prophesy ~as , after a period of fifty years , com-

pletely verified. 

onteslino , ·:iasb . Oct .- l 'lth , 1919 

Deer Miss Hebard 

Wise as I thought myself fifty years ago , I am illi 
learned some t i a since . 

I ha e eavoeated and voted for wo n ' s suffr age , an 
wisdom and justice of my l bter action , hatev r the ood 
t hink of my former conduct . 

Yours truly , 
/ (Si 3ne ) ~en Sheeks 
~ ,~· 

Footnote t. -rP rrie Cnapnan Catt , Uew Yor1) su frage 

to admit that I hav u 

have no doubt of the 
omen of yo~ing may 

lea er 1876-1 20 , a 

arrior against e.r'' , visiting 7yominz in 1919 was responsible for the first 

ppaoial session of yoming Legislature called by Governor Hobert D. c~rey to 

vote on a proposed suffr age emenament -.th~ ni ed States Constitution. This - -- - c..fa 
mea ure ee favor ly vote ·pon .., yo i enate Joint rtesolution, ~anuary 28 , 

1920 , "ratitytng th proposed amendment to the Consitution of the Uniteo St ates , 

the Ri ght of suffrege to . ·ouen." 

~ s . Ruth Bryan Owen, Florida , April 23 , 1933 was appointed by the President 

ot the United States as a United States inister or nvoy to Den.mark and Iceland , 

the fir st "Lady of a Diplomatic Corp ' , or "Lady .Ambassaaor" . Through the efforts 

ot }!rs. O en , sponsored by Governor Leslie A. Miller , a , yoming flag as presented 

by our .American onen ?~inieter to the people of enmfil'k liln July 4 , 1934. 

Add itional examples might be given illustretiq(of Shakespear's pronouncement -
' 

"How fare. little candle throws its light in this icked orld . " The "c ndle" 

/ 
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was Council 3111 :~o . 70 of ·.qo:nin:--> ' s irat : erri torial Le islature of oce bor 10 , 

186 hich opened the doors of franc i i so to t he ouen or . ·yomi and ultima t ely 

to the won.en of th United - t e t ea t.nl. to the .o:,en of ore t hen t enty nations . 

The In i an o.:nan not only votes ith intere t , but in yo ins sbo no has a place 

on t he Tribal Council of the hos: ones L ~ ~oes ~ecretary Perkins in the Pres1·ent' e 

Cabinet . Until t he yeur ot 19~b no t ribe of Ind iena he.a pe itted an In i on 

omen to sit in council with their hi l! h off1c1a.la. ·1n t his ye r • ·ory .' d , a. 

Shoshone ~Fort ashakie was elected a member of the "choshonc . rib 1 Conference" , 

t ho first o n so to b dic tinguiehed. 

"From Fort .ashakie to t he ghost town of ' outh? a i a acunt 70 t... ilea as 
the cro 11 a . 

It s t ~out n Pass 7 year u ~o t ho t _, ther ~:orris eponaored t he principle 
of political o uolity for the o .en of tho inf nt 'l orritory ot .youing , un idea 
t 'lu t es incorpor ted in t ho terr1 toria l l!l :to ::onths l ater . 

No ~ether • orria ' ideal finally has pcnotruted across th i/ind River re e 
to art .a~hok1e ond be n a ccepted by t he folk Those reai donce in tho rogion es 

emorial hen i sther ,·orr i s came . 
J f r cell , indeed , fr01 ..... ether I orria to 

pol1 ticol proGrees. .Tuile equel1 ty for women 
across t he ,ind ivora it s enc~'npo&s i a ll 

ary !Oad as ensured in terms of 
as spanni t he little distance 
t ho r Ju indor of the na tion. •• 

• Thie .Epilo ue may be prosentoci by a r oa er 11 0 st1;ndo o "the pl at:for 1n front 

o f' curtain. 

: 11 of the (lialo·~uea , do be tea and diccusoions uro t ken , enerolly ord by 

word , from r ooo da , documents , r port c.nd 1 tters . Stat ement re made rre~uontly 

t hat wero obta ined by 11 or of oouth" fro oom·· or the chief a ctors of th1 dre.m.e 

now ritten for ,·710 i r...g Dey . The mater i al he neither boen fictionizoo nor the 

oharectore sent~ entnlized . 

G. • n. 
University 01' iyo ing 
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