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Di,c-ussion. This case has been the subject of much comment over the -years, 
and rightly so. 1 Ref. 24) first proposed that this was a • mirage", but 
gave no basis for such an unreasonable interpretation. The large az1muth-chnnge 
of the pilots' line of sight, tLe lack of any obvious light source to provide a basis 
for the rather detailed structure of what was seen, the sharp pull-uµ, and the 
high flight altitude involveu all argue quite strongly against such a casual dis• 
position of the case. In his second book Menz l (Ref. 2:i) shifts to the explana• 
tion that they had obviously een a me eo orizontally-moving fireball under 
a cloud-deck, at 5000 ft., exhibiting o rows of lights construed by experienced 
pilots as ports, and finally executing a most non-ballistic !!Q-�ee sharp pull•uu, 
is a stran�-e tireball indeed. Menzels 1963 explanation is e,·en more objectionable, 
in that he implies, Yia a page of side-discussion. that the Eastern ilots had 

ball rom the Delta A uarid meteor stream. As ave pomte out 
elsew ere e :. , t e ra rnn o a s ream was e OYer 90° away from 
the origin point of the unknown object. Also, bright fireballs are, with only 
rare exceptions, not typical of meteor streams. The official explanation was 
shifted recently from "Unidentified" to "Meteor", following publication of Men· 
zel's 196.3 discussion (see Ref. 20, p. 88). 

Wingless, cl!ar-shaped or "rocket-shafud" objects, some emittJng glowing
wakes, have en repo�tea by orner w1 nesses. Thus, Air Force Capt. Jack 
Puckett, flying near 4-000 ft. over Tampa in a C-47 on August 11 1946 (Ref. 10,
p. 23), described seeing "a long, cylindrical shape approxlfilately twice the size
of a B-20 with luminous portholes", from the aft end of which there came a 
stream ot fire a.s it flew near his aircraft. Puckett states that be, his copilot, Lt.
H. F. Glass, and the flight engineer also saw it as it came in to within an esti· 
mated 1000 yards before veering off. Another somewhat similar airborne sight
ing, made io Januarl 22

1 
1956 b;y; TW_A�ight Engineer Robert �Iueller at night 

over Xew Orlenns, ls on record {Hef-GJ)). Still another similar sighting is the 
.-\.AL case cited below ( Sperry case). Again, over Truk Is., in tile Pacific, a
Feb. 6 1953, mid-day sighting by a weather officer involved a bullet-shaped 
o ec out wings or tail (Ref. 7, Rept. No. 10). Finally, within an hour's 
time of the Chiles-Whitted sighting, Air Force ground personnel at Robins AFB, 
Georgia, saw a rocket-like object shoot overhead In a westerly direction (Refs. 
3, 5, 10, 6). In none of these instances does a meteorological or astronomical 
explanation suffice to explain the sightings. 
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