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WAGON WHEEL INFORMATION COMMITTEE
PINEDALE, WYOMING 82941
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SECRETARY, Daphne Platts

Senator Gale McGee
[Inited States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator McGee:

Thank you for your letter of March 2 and the copy of the letter
you sent to Dr, Dixy Lee Ray, Chairman of the AEC,

The letter, I fe
consideration., I
of her reply.

1t, was excellent and deserving of careful
will be most interested in receiving a copy

Enclosed are two news articles that I thought you would be
inferested in. You may have already seen them, but I think
they deserve careful consideration., The artiecle on Rio Blanco
is of particular interest to myself (and many others) because
of Dave Jankﬂan'guﬁﬂmitting that eventually the water will be
contaminated, It has been my view for a long time, that if
faced with survival, we could find a substitute for gas but
thus far we haven't anything that will replace our water.

We simply can't afford a risk of this possibility.

The ofher article on OTA is interesting to me because this may
be a new avenue open to us to fight Wagon Wheel. Inasmuch as
you are a United States Semator and can gain information much
more readily than we can, would you look into this new "arm

of Congress’ and see what help it may be to us and our state
as a whole,

Wishing you the best, I am




.. PROJECT RIO BLANCO

By STEVE WYNKOOP
Denver Post Staif Writer

- MERCURY, Nev. — A rum-
bling,  shaking of . earthh has
- pockmarked Frenchman and
- Yucca Flats—barren pieces-of
- earth once seared. of: life’ by

' : blinding atomic thunderclaps.. *

More moonscape than desert,

. its life stunted and twisted: here.

- . and there, the Nevada Test Site
- is mother to Project Rio Blan-
- It is here the Atomie Energy

' Commission. (AEC) has proved|
instruments of war and

" the
: sought to turn them into tools
- 1 of peace.

The test site is 1,330 square|

. miles of austere regimentation.
. : Concrete bunkers give way to

- hillsides of look-alike trailer
: huts, and everywhere there are
“silent, blue-suited Wackenhut
.- guards in Prussian muiti.

: COLORADO VISITORS
It’s morning at the Nevada

' Operations Office in Las Vegas. 1\

:'The AEC has two busloads of
- tourists, many of whom are
: residents of the Western Colora-
;. do towns and cities aruund thE
- Rio Blanco site.

. - Everyone is- given a hadge.
- and identified. :

£

" ehour gyides are Dave Jack—
.son, AEC press relati -

; Industrial sponsors- of -the. pro-
“posed Western Guluradn Rm
- Blanco shet. HUTRE

EADGES EXPLAL"IEII*

- Jackson explains” ahﬂuL the
1hadﬂes You aren’t expected fo
; get any more radiation than at
-home, he says, but the film
‘badge goes into a lead-lined|
cannister after your four of the
- Site.
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Mercury is seventy miles
“north of the glitter of the sirip.

Mercury is a small agglo-
meration of buildings just in-
side the fence that rims the test
site. The buses whiz 'past to
Frenchman Flat—an expanse. of
alluvial gravels: mg&dﬁmthj
mountains.. ' - e e H
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WEAPONS TEST - .
Aronson, a former AEC weap-
ons ‘consultant, spun -a tale
about the time ‘the AEC put
pigs in weapons- carriers- near
an atmospheric blast. - "
With' high « humor, Aronson
told ~ how = wounded, rachahnnn

burned. pigs are difficult to
round up-- after they've been
blasted out of a- weapuns cami
er by an atom bomb. - 2

{human body.

That’s the type of. experunent
they carried out at Frenchmam
Flat. - |
" The bus rumbles up over a
saddle in the mountains and
down into: Yucca Flat. The des-
tination is the site of an un-
derground nuclear explosion.

It was called Piledriver—é6l
kilotons (}f nuclear explosive

force detonated in a mined drift

deep in the granite guts of a
mountain.
The drift, at the bottom of an

1.800-foo0t shaft, was sand-

hagﬂed in- for the shot. After-
“wards, it was mined out again.
Today, 1t 15 a chlai tuurzst at-

tractmn

‘Seven- years aﬂe.r the Iﬂﬁﬁ '
'Pﬂedrwer event; hundreds of -

tourists have walked: within 130

‘feat of ground zero to see the

compacted, flaking granite and
en plaster covering radioac-

tive, hlack melted rock, chipped
here. am:l there h‘j suuvmu'

hunters..- = Y

To show the relatave safetjr uf

the blasts, Aronson said there
have been a half dozen blasts
=ince within 20 miles that have
left the mine unaffected.

That was a theme of the
tour—the safety of underground
nuclear detonations. Another
was that the AEC and its con-
vtractors in the less than 30
years since the super-secret
Trinity project at Los Alamos,
N.M., have acquired Solomon-
like w:sdum about the atom.

RADIATION RISK

‘There was a visit to a dairy
herd and the comment a person
would have to eat a thousand
pounds of liver from contami-
nated cows in fwo weeks to
 approach dangerous radioactive
cesium r:nncentratmns m the

| At Project Sedanma huge
Ehﬂle dug in the desert by a 100-
\kiloton device similar to those
'that might have been used to

g the ill-fated trans-isthmian
icanal with A-bombs in Central
| America—tourists are reassur-

'ingly told 90 per cent of the ra—-l

dioactivity was contained in the
blast area.

i9
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periment to free natural gas
trapped in sandstone deep un-
derground by cracking rock for-
mations and ‘‘stimulating” gasi
flow with three 30-kiloton nu-
clear devices. The AEC: says
the blast won’t take piace befnre
May. . .

The tourists are then bused to
Control Point One—a secure

-r'c_ ’

S

| A hich point of the tour was I
' showin ﬂf% an area atop an un-
e water trom aquiiers near
Touna zero deep undergroul
ackson makes mucan of the
S —water To fhe_ LOUDSLS:
elling i nd-
water contamination has oc-

compound within a secure com-
pound—where guards board the
bus to, check ID tags against
driver’s licenses as they did at
the Mercury gate that morning.
It 1s afternoon. Three govern- .
ment and civilian scientists are
waiting to make presentations
and answer questions about
Project Rio Blanco. '

curred. This hag been 3 hig
concern of persons liyi K .r
the Rio Blanco site

Western Colorado.
CONTAMINATION COMING

When dquestioned further,
Ja
ecome contaminat “25 to
100 ve ]

wad ee contamipati 1

: l::cur and savs that “mlﬂht be

ﬂ
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He says that contamination
couldn’t occur at the Rio Blan-
co shot because the formations
in which the detonation will
take place are well below any
known aquifers.

Rio Blance, to be detonated
near Meeker, Colo., is an ex-
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